
 

 

JANUARY 1996 

 
PLEASE NOTE: TAAS offers a Safety Escort Service to those attending monthly meetings on 

the UNM campus. Please contact the President or any board member during social hour after the 

meeting if you wish assistance, and a club member will happily accompany you to your car.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JANUARY 

  

1-1     Monday:   Mars 1.6 deg. south of Neptune.  New Year's Day.  

1-2    Tuesday:   Mercury at greatest eastern elongation. 

1-3  Wednesday:   Quadrantid meteor shower. 

1-4   Thursday: * Board meeting 

                  SFCC Observing.  Call Brock Parker to confirm @ 298-2792. 

1-5     Friday:   Full moon. 

1-6   Saturday: * Regular meeting of TAAS @ 7:00 p.m. @ Regener Hall on UNM 

                  campus (see map on back page) Officers will be elected. 

1-7     Sunday:   Mars 0.6 deg. south of Uranus. 

1-9    Tuesday:   Mercury stationary. 

1-13  Saturday: * GNTO observing.  Call Bill Tondreau to confirm @ 263-5949. 

                  Last quarter moon. 

1-19    Friday: * UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

confirm. 

1-20  Saturday: * GNTO observing.  Call Bill Tondreau to confirm @ 263-5949. 

                  New moon. 

1-25  Thursday: * Observatory Committee meets. 

1-26    Friday: * UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

confirm. 

1-27  Saturday: * GNTO observing.  Call Bill Tondreau to confirm @ 263-5949. 

                  First quarter moon. 

1-30   Tuesday:   Mercury stationary. 



 

 

FEBRUARY 

  

2-1   Thursday: * Board meeting. 

2-2     Friday: * UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

                  confirm.  SFCC Call Brock Parker to confirm @ 298-2792. 

2-3   Saturday: * TAAS Regular meeting. 

2-4     Sunday:   Full moon 

2-9     Friday:*  UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

confirm. 

2-11    Sunday:   Mercury at greatest western elongation and 0.07 deg. north 

                  of Neptune. 

2-12    Monday:   Last quarter moon. 

2-14 Wednesday:   Valentine's Day. 

2-16    Friday: * UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

confirm. 

                  Mercury 0.2 deg. north of Uranus. 

2-17  Saturday: * GNTO Observing. 

2-18    Sunday:   New moon. 

2-21 Wednesday:   Ash Wednesday. 

2-22  Thursday: * Observatory committee meets. 

2-23    Friday: * UNM Observatory Observing.  Call Brad Hamlin @ 343-8943 to 

confirm. 

2-24  Saturday: * GNTO Observing. 

2-26    Monday:   First quarter moon. 

2-29  Thursday: * Board meeting. 

  

 

GNTO: The General Nathan Twining Observatory 

TAAS: The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 

SFCC: Santa Fe Community College 

 

 

THE POTLUCK OF 1995 

This year's potluck will certainly be one to be remembered! Without going into a lot of detail, all 

the major goals were accomplished. The food was world class; no one went home hungry. 

Outgoing President George didn't really call a meeting to order, but he managed to get 

everyone's attention anyway (he's good at that). After accepting gift certificates for dinner for 

two at the Prairie Star Restaurant from the Society, and a 9mm Nagler from Brock Parker, 

George made other announcements and called on others to fill us in on other Society business. It 

seemed for a while the activities would never end.  

Thanks to all who came early to help set up and stayed late to help clean up as I couldn't have 

done it all myself. A few false alarms added to the excitement, although more than a few pulses 

quickened.  



Kevin entertained us with great slides, and Lee with great T-shirts, Lisa with a great trivia 

question, Mike with a great scope, Karina with a great raffle. What else can I say but great.  

The TOPAZ II facility tour spawned more interest than I expected: Lot's of good questions kept 

me on my toes. Special thanks to Operations Supervisor Marc Coder for helping with most of the 

tours.  

All I can tell you about the raffle is that someone from Corrales won. Karina will fill us in with 

the details.  

Carl Frisch  

 

THE JANUARY MEETING 

The meeting on January 6th, 7:00 p.m., at Regener Hall, will include the annual club business 

and elections segment, followed by our special guest speaker, Jack Drummond. Currently with 

the Starfire Optical Range, and a graduate of the University of Arizona, Dr. Drummond is a 

planetary scientist who specializes in the physical characteristics (chemistry, structure, etc.) of 

asteroids, and is an expert on earth crossing asteroids, orbits, and meteor spectra. Tonight, Jack 

will discuss an hypothesis of his, namely, that earth crossing asteroids can actually spawn meteor 

showers. The observation of these showers can be used to infer the nature and numbers of the 

parent earth crossing asteroids. He will describe how he tested this hypothesis, and its results. In 

light of the recent Geminid meteor shower, which apparently is spawned by an asteroid, this 

should be good talk! We'll have the show and tell for those interested, and the usual social hour. 

Don't forget the cookies or goodies! A map for Regener Hall appears on the backpage of the 

newsletter.  

 

T.A.A.S. ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS 

This meeting will be the Society annual meeting for the year. One of the first orders of business 

is to elect new officers. The election committee will present a slate of four capable members who 

expressed the desire to serve for this upcoming year.  

Once new officers are elected, the officers will select members to serve on the board to continue 

Society business.  

Attend this meeting to support the Society and enjoy the guest speaker for this month!  

 

THE PRESIDENT'S UPDATE...THE FINAL EPISODE 



As I sit here in front of this blank sheet of paper ready to write, I realize I don't know what to 

say. Imagine...me, speechless! I don't think so.  

As I ponder my ten year association with The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, I feel 

gratitude and I am filled with a deep sense of accomplishment. I am grateful for having had the 

opportunity to get to know so many of you. Being part of such a wonderful group of people 

leaves me with such a warm feeling of belonging.  

As I think back on the nights under the stars standing with you at a scope or huddled in 

someone's van or tent trying to get warm, a smile comes to my face. Who can forget the times we 

stood side by side, watching the sunrise after an "all-nighter" waiting for the water to boil on the 

camp stove so we could share a cup of hot chocolate before the long ride home?  

I think back to those of you I saw sharing the burden of grief at the funeral of a fellow member's 

daughter whose life was so tragically cut short. Do you recall the deep sense of loss we shared as 

we sat in a church for Bill Isengard's memorial service?  

I remember how hard we laughed the night Lee Mesibov figured out why his scope wouldn't 

work as he realized he still had his sunglasses on. Then there was the time I read "The Case of 

the Dead Dobsonian" in the "Sidereal Times" and fell off my chair in Jim's shop from laughing 

so hard.  

I can still hear the voice of Dr. Clyde Tombaugh as he told us his story of finding the planet 

Pluto. I can still recall the words of wisdom he patiently spoke when I asked for advice on 

selecting the land for our observatory.  

I can easily recall the overwhelming awe with which I saw each and every one of the most 

impressive objects in the night sky. I will never forget the night I saw the "Holy Grail of amateur 

astronomy" through Bill Tondreau's scope at Chaco Canyon: "the night of the Horsehead 

Nebula."  

When I look at the piano in my living room, if I'm really still and listen really hard, I can almost 

hear John Dobson singing a sad little song for his ailing companion as he gracefully played the 

melody. My eyes still fill with tears as I recall his words upon hearing of her death later that 

night.  

It seems like just a few months ago that I sat quietly at my very first astronomy club meeting and 

tried to understand what people were talking about. Words like "cave," "star party," "dobsonian," 

and "sidereal" time were like a foreign language to me. I felt so left out.  

I also remember a year later as Vice President, trying so hard to find someone who would listen 

to my plan for getting land and building an observatory. Everyone kept saying the plan wouldn't 

work. No one, it seemed, would lift a finger to help, with the exception of one little boy who is 

not so little anymore. His faith gave me the strength to continue to preach my plan. The rest, as 

they say, is history.  



We have grown from the sixty or so members in 1986 to as much as two hundred seventy five at 

one point this year. Our educational efforts have grown as well. With the help of so many of you, 

we have reached tens of thousands of men, women, and children with our 'magic light buckets.'  

As I try to imagine the future of TAAS, my mind can behold many possibilities. Of all these 

possible paths we might travel, I cannot ever imagine a time when our scopes or our knowledge 

of the night sky would not be shared with the same enthusiasm I have witnessed in these past 

years.  

The time I've served as an officer and a director over the past ten years has been very rewarding 

indeed. It's been quite a journey. I will be forever grateful for the many memories that fill my 

heart. The time to step aside and let someone else find what I have found has come. Thanks for 

letting me tag along.  

George Pellegrino, President  

 

SPECIAL AWARDS TO BE GIVEN AT THE JANUARY MEETING 

Several months ago I asked our Education Coordinator and our Campus Observatory 

Coordinator for a list of names of those who participated in public education. The reason for the 

request was simple. I wanted to recognize those people who gave up their personal time to bring 

astronomy to others.  

After I received both lists, I published the names in our newsletter and asked for anyone whose 

name was inadvertently left out to contact me. As a result of my request, some names were 

added. It is my feeling that the list is still incomplete.  

At the January meeting I will be handing out custom printed awards to honor those people whose 

names I have been given. If your name is not shown below and you would like one of these 

beautiful certificates for your contribution, call me right away and let me know.  

If for some reason we do not connect in time for the January meeting, there will be an awards 

ceremony at the February meeting for the John Dobson Award for Excellence in Public 

Education and the Lieutenant Colonel Bill Isengard award. Your certificate would certainly be 

ready by then.  

  

Allen, Travis 

Allen, Bette 

Beverage, Kevin 

Fisk, Ernest 

Flegel, Roger 

Frisch, Carl 

Gates, Ellie 

Gordon, Barry 

Gordon, Scott 



Green, Allen 

Hamlin, Brad 

Hansen, Greg 

Harden, Jay 

Hickson, Linda 

Hockemeier, John 

Johanson, Blair 

Kyrlach, Robert 

Levan, Paul 

Levin, Bruce 

McKeown, Kevin 

Mesibov, Lee 

Micelli, John 

Mitchell, Dennis 

Molle, Bob 

Pegue, Gordon 

Pendell, Dave 

Pendell, Thomas 

Pendley, Ruth 

Pendley, Michael 

Pickett, Dianne 

Pickett, Jim 

Semrad, Robert 

Tondreau, Bill 

Triarchis, John 

VanDermolen, William 

Elyse Jones 

 

If your name appears on the above list, please be in attendance at our January meeting to be 

recognized. Thank you,  

George Pellegrino, President  

 

DECEMBER'S BOARD MEETING 

Lisa called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Secretary Heather Vogel read the minutes of 

November's meeting; Gordon Pegue and Elinor Gates motioned to accept the minutes, which 

passed unanimously. Gordon stated that the treasury has $409.50 in Education, $3439.65 in 

Observatory, and $1618.64 in General.  

Several committees gave progress reports. Gordon gave the observatory committee report; work 

is still being done on the telescope, though the First-Light Star Party is scheduled for Dec. 16. 

Jay Harden, membership committee, has contacted new members and those whose membership 

has expired. Karina Running Horse reported that the raffle committee has collected $1504 and 

has checked out over 900 tickets, exceeding the goal of $750/$1500. The Dobson award 

committee has reached a decision of this year's winner and will annouce the winner at an 

upcoming meeting. The nominating committee has selected a full slate for a vote by the members 

of TAAS in January. Finally, Carl Frisch and the potluck committee is ready for the December 

meeting/party.  



Next was old business. Arrangements for speakers was made for the months of January, 

February, and March; possible topics for these meetings include weather, meteorites, and the 

Lockheed Observatory. The portable planetarium project is at a standstill due to an issue of 

insuring the equipment. The elections scheduled for January are ready to go. A gift for George 

Pellegrino was selected to honor him for his dedication and numerous hours of commitment to 

TAAS. The TAAS 200 and binocular lists are ready for distribution. Carl Frisch has made some 

changes to the '96 calendar of events for presentation to the board; it was tabled until the next 

administration.  

Last but not least was new business. Lisa has written a form letter to send to teachers prior to star 

parties outlining several basic guidelines for the students the night of the event. Also Elinor 

Gates has been hard at work on a WWW page for TAAS; it is currently available on the net and 

any suggestions are welcome.  

Finally, newsletter assignments were distributed and the meeting was adjourned.  

Heather Vogel, Secretary  

 

RAFFLE RESULTS 

Our raffle drawing was held at our annual pot luck supper. The potluck dinner occurred on 

December 9, 1995 and was located at the New Mexico Engineering Research Institute, 901 

University Blvd. here in Albuquerque. The winning ticket was drawn by Mrs. U. Bowie, 

Directress of N.A.P.C.O.E. (Native American Program College of Engineering) which has no 

affiliation with The Albuquerque Astronomical Society. However, she had so much fun at our 

potluck that she is thinking about joining! OK, now this is where the drum roll comes in...And 

the lucky winner is...Dirk vanWestrienen of Corrales, New Mexico. The winning number was 

749 and was sold by Michael Pendley. When the ticket was drawn and the winner was 

announced, Karina Running Horse was loaned a cell phone by one of our members and the call 

was made! Mr. vanWestrienen's daughter answered the phone. When the vanWestrienen family 

was informed of their terrific luck, the TAAS potluckers gave a resounding cheer. Miss 

vanWestrienen said "that she thought that her father would be thrilled." Later, when Mr. Dirk 

vanWestrienen discovered that he had won the telescope he was really surprised and yes, thrilled. 

Mike Pendley delivered the telescope to the vanWestrienen family on Thursday December 14, 

1995. While he was there, Mike gave Mr. vanWestrienen instructions on the use, care and 

feeding of his family's new possession. Together, they viewed Saturn and the Orion Nebula 

through, as Mr. vanWestrienen said, "his beautiful, just beautiful new scope." Mr. vanWestrienen 

also mentioned that he would like to attend a few meetings "to get his feet wet" so to speak, 

before joining TAAS. So please make them welcome fellow TAAS members.  

Next, the two high raffle ticket sellers each received a certificate and a Hale-Bopp T-shirt. They 

were Mike Pendley who sold 170 tickets and Elinor Gates who sold 154 tickets. One great big 

thank you to both of them.  



Now for the news on the financial end of things. Our raffle raised $1614.00 in sales with an 

additional $4.00 in donations bringing the total to $1618.00. The money remaining after 

expenses has been deposited into our Break-in Fund which is a sub-fund of the Observatory 

fund.  

Finally, I, along with the rest of your Board of Directors, wish to thank all of you who not only 

sold tickets but also to those of you who bought tickets for making this fund raising project such 

a success. Thank you.  

Karina Running Horse  

 

WHERE TO GO? 

As the Event Coordinator for the Society I am seeking input for activities, tours, and events for 

1996 from our board members. It only seems fair to listen to any society member's input, so my 

ears are open. Just catch me at one of our meetings or events, write in, or call me. I'll bring all 

ideas up before the board. If you have any special connections with observatories or other 

astronomy related organizations, let me know. Let's make '96 another memorable year.  

Carl Frisch  

 

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB 

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society now has a home page on the World Wide Web (WWW). 

If you have access to the WWW, the URL is:  

http://www.phys.unm.edu/~egates/TAAS/taas.html  

This address is case sensitive and must be typed as above. Our page is also accessible from 

Yahoo (http://yahoo.com) under the category: Science; Astronomy; Clubs Numerous other 

astronomy clubs are accessible from this site as well.  

The TAAS home page is still under construction, but getting larger every day. Already we have 

included on the page: the calendar of TAAS events, past newletters, photographs and images, 

links to interesting astronomy sites, and many other interesting things. Since the page is still 

under construction, I am willing to take suggestions for additions/improvements to the page. I 

would also like donations of CCD images and astrophotography photos taken my members to 

post on the page (I will return all donated photographs after I have scanned them into the 

computer).  

If you have any questions or suggestions about the page, or wish to donate a photo or CCD 

image, please contact me (Elinor Gates) at 277-1529 (work), 880-0239 (home), or via email at:  



egates@ursaminor.phys.unm.edu  

 

THE OBSERVER'S REPORT 

by Kevin McKeown  

Leonid Meteor Observations, November 17-18, 1995 

I observed by myself from near La Joya, NM under excellent skies, save for a crescent moon. In 

two separate hours of counting beginning at 3:14 a.m. MST, 11 Leonids were seen each hour, 

along with a total of 13 sporadics. At 5:27 a.m. MST I observed an aqua colored, shadow casting 

Leonid of mag -8! This flashbulb-like Leonid was seen low in the southwest sky and left a 

glowing, hot orange train lasting for about 10 seconds.  

Positive sightings: 

Gordon Pegue reports he has observed parts of the Witchhead nebula in Eridanus-Orion. The 

nebula lies northwest of Rigel, not southeast of Rigel as I erroneously wrote last month. Also, the 

globular cluster "G-1," of the Andromeda Galaxy's Halo, was observed by those attending the 

Twining star party of November 18th! We saw G-1 as a small, slightly oval, condensed 

nebulosity in Bill Tondreau's 30 inch.  

Saturn: 

As the solar illumination angle increases on Saturn's rings, the unilluminated rings as seen from 

earth are brightening! In my 10 inch, the Cassini division "beads" of the unilluminated rings 

simulate two, faint "stationary" moons! Definitely observe Saturn!!!  

A Deep Sky Observers Challenge: 

There is a ~13th magnitude, six arc minute diameter planetary nebula in Lynx designated PK 

164+31.1. This object lies at 7h 53.8m, RA +53deg33min (1950) and is correctly plotted (but not 

labelled) in Tirion. Last year, with the blackest, cleanest skies, I was able to definitely glimpse 

this very difficult object in the 10 inch X60. I did not use a filter. There are two bright 

condensations, but curiously, I see the nebula as annular, like a much fainter version of the Helix 

nebula. More observations, w-w/o filters, are wanted!  

Regarding this planetary, here is information to pay heed to!!! PK 164+31.1 is often wrongly 

designated as NGC 2474-5 in literature. Because the nebula has two condensations, astronomers 

using the wide field Palomar Sky Survey incorrectly assumed it was NGC 2474-5. NGC 2474-5 

are actually two tiny galaxies discovered by Herschel. They lie one half degree south of PK 

164+31.1, and are easy in the 10 inch. Refer to "Sky and Telescope," April 1981, page 368. You 

will need to correct these older sources: "Webb Society Deep Sky Observer's Handbook Vol. 2: 

Planetary and Gaseous Nebula," "Skalnate Pleso Atlas," and "Burnham's Celestial Handbook."  

mailto:egates@ursaminor.phys.unm.edu


The "False Cross," Carina-Vela Star Fields, and the Gum Nebula: 

Once in a while, we here in New Mexico get one of those wonderfully clean, deep blue skies 

right down to the horizon. Such a daytime sky foretells of exceptional night time transparency, 

especially at low altitude. On these occasions I make the effort to observe and photograph 

objects within a few degrees of the due southern horizon, and the asterism known as the "False 

Cross" was one such target for this winter. Perhaps you are only familiar with the constellation 

Crux, the signature star pattern of the far southern skies. Crux, the tiny, conspicuous south 

circumpolar star-cross even appears on the Australian flag. However, there is another southern 

cross that needs mention. This is the infamous "False Cross," the evil alter ego of Crux. The 

False Cross isn't a constellation, rather it is made up of the stars kappa Velorum, delta Velorum, 

iota Carina, and epsilon Carina. Amazingly, the False Cross is very similar to Crux in form, and 

almost seems devised to mislead those not entirely familiar with the sky. Only about one and one 

half times larger than Crux, the four stars of the False Cross are bright, and average only four 

tenths of a magnitude fainter than those of Crux. Furthermore, the False Cross is almost a perfect 

mirror image of the lovely, esthetic, non-symmetry of Crux. So confusing the False Cross is, that 

when I told a friend headed for Australia on a seminar one March to tell me what Crux looked 

like, he reported back that there were two equal crosses in the southern Milky Way! And 

dangerously confusing the False Cross is! Ancient mariners knew the vertical axis of Crux, 

extended five times its length beyond and below alpha Crucis, would locate the south celestial 

pole. The major axis of the False Cross points west southwest, into oblivion. Thus, a star-crossed 

ending awaited the mariner (or astrophotographer?) who used the False Cross for directions.  

It turns out that the two northerly stars of the False Cross, delta and kappa Velorum, just poke 

above the horizon for southern New Mexico. At decl. minus 54.7 and minus 55 respectively, 

they should clear the horizon for southernmost New Mexico by two to three degrees. Thus, on 

the clear late afternoon of November 29th, I packed the telescope and astro cameras, and headed 

down south. At about 12 a.m. I found a perfect horizon near Hillsboro, and stargazed the Milky 

Way below Canis Major. Bright, pure white Canopus dominated the south, well out of horizon 

murk. Sweeping the lower Puppis-Vela star fields, I was amazed at how fantastically rich they 

are! In fact, south and east of a line drawn between gamma and lambda Velorum seems to mark 

the point where the far southern Milky Way begins to develop. This line can be considered a 

kind of Mason-Dixon line of the winter Milky Way. To the northwest of this line lies the coarse, 

poor Milky Way we know well; to the southeast, the Milky Way has a finer, richer, mottled 

background. The dark nebulae nestled in this fuzzier Milky Way are conspicuous, especially near 

lambda Velorum, and just south of gamma Velorum! Notable is NGC-2547, a big, coarse, 

binocular resolved open cluster. Gamma Velorum held a surprise--it is a bright binocular double! 

At about 2:30 a.m., the big coarse, naked eye cluster IC-2391 rose, forewarning the appearance 

of delta Velorum of the False Cross.  

Then, just as Canopus set, delta Velorum appeared. About a half hour later kappa Velorum 

appeared. By 4 a.m., both stars stood just above the due southern horizon, and appeared as 

second magnitude naked eye stars! I'd seen half of the False Cross! Delta and kappa were close, 

separated by about the distance of the Big Dipper's pointers!  

The results of the astrophotography were beyond any of my expectations! Besides some great 

views of the False Cross, the photos caught many red H-alpha nebulae in the form of wreaths, 



and irregular patches in the area north and west of the False Cross. These nebulosities turned out 

to be pieces of the giant Gum nebulae supernovae remnant. The portion just northwest of delta 

Velorum should be a visual object, and the many small, Veil nebula-like filaments undoubtedly 

can be seen in large scopes using filters. I'll bring the pictures to the January meeting.  

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

 Paul Reifsnyder donated the publication, Introduction to "Solar-Terrestrial Phenomena 

and the Space Environment Services Center," to the TAAS library.  

 Carl Frisch donated 9 and 12 mm eyepieces to the Society.  

 Allan Green donated a 40 mm eyepiece to the Society.  

 Bill Tondreau donated the refiguring and aluminizing costs for the Isengard telescope.  

Many thanks!!!  

Lisa  


