
   

For this meeting we will have the plea-
sure of Dale Murray’s presentation on 
how to get started in DSLR astrophotog-
raphy with equipment you may already 
own.

Starting with nightscapes and star trails 
and ending with deep-space imag-
ing, there is a wide range of nighttime 

Photographing
the Night Sky

Dale Murray
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UNM Science and Math
 Learning Center

Annual Picnic
Sat., July 30
GNTO

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, New Mexico  87181-0581  www.TAAS.org

The Sidereal TimesJuly 2016 

since 1959taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

                        Ly n n e  O l s o n    

Public Star Party
Oak Flat Picnic Area
Sat., July 23

Binoculars
Observing and Equipment

Sigrid Monaghan
by Lynne Olson

Sometimes transporting and/or setting up 
your best and biggest telescope is just not 
practical or the weight is too difficult.  Get 
out the binoculars and surprise yourself 
with how much you can see easily!
 
Sigrid Monaghan will show binocular views 
of double stars, Moon craters, and selected 
deep-sky objects and display the equipment 

continued on page 2 . . . 

Oak Flat Star Party
 Set for July
Saturday, July 23

Oak Flat Public Star Party
Oak Flat Picnic Grounds

by Lynne Olson

After the fire event of June, we look for-
ward to the peaceful dark skies of Oak Flat 
and  the many and varied TAAS telescopes 
surrounding the observing field. The Oak 
Flat Star Party summer season is a tradi-
tion, and we hope for clear skies and just 
enough rain in between to keep the area 
safe from fire danger!

Go nine miles south of Tijeras on NM337 
to the Oak Flat exit on the left; go one mile 
more to the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds, turn 
left  and follow the signs. Gates to parking 
and field access will open at 5:30 p.m. and 

TAAS Astronomy 101
Saturday, July 16, 6:00 p.m.

UNM Science and Math Learning Center

Green laser pointer guides visitors
among Oak Flat marvels.

Photo: Martin Hilario

TAAS Fabulous 50
Summer Viewing Session
Northeast ABQ
Fri., July 22
8:00 p.m.

photo by dale murray

featured speaker

continued on page 2 . . . 

http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Tom Graham

My fellow TAAS members, I want to tell 
you what an honor it is to be the president 
of the best astronomical society in the 
southwest. It has been a quick six months 
since I became president, and while it has 
gone by very fast, we still have six months 
before the next banquet. Our ranks have 
grown with many new active members, 
and our cadre of experienced members 
still provides a strong backbone to help 
any and all. The ATM group has 
fixed more telescopes, solved prob-
lems, and has grown considerably. 
GNTO is almost a 24/7 operation; 
in fact, any member can go down 
at any time so I guess it really is 
a 24/7 operation. Our website is 
improving, and renewing or joining 
has become much easier. We have 
more events than I can remember 
and from the reports, even when 
observing is hampered by weather, 
our members are still doing the fun 
part of “observe, educate, have fun.” 

I look forward to our next Oak Flat 
and have put in calls to NASA, The  
Weather Channel, and anyone else 
that can help us have a clear night. 
Our picnic is coming up soon, so make 
plans to be there or be square. Thanks to 
all the good folks that make things happen 

in TAAS. So many of you do so much that 
many do not see, and it is appreciated.
I am on the road as I write this at the head-
waters of the Mississippi River at Lake 
Itasca in Minnesota. Have had great days 
but clouds at night have hampered any 
telescope viewing.  Two days ago, I was at 
the International Peace Garden that strad-
dles the border of the USA and Canada. It 
was clear as crystal, but of course it did not 

get dark until after 11:00 p.m., and then 
every mosquito within a ten-square-mile 
area attacked! Breaks of astronomy! See 
you all out and about.
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 . . . O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y 
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

sunset is at 8:21 p.m. Be sure to arrive 
early to get parked and set up with scopes 
and talk with members and visitors.

We will have both the Juniper and Yucca 
areas available for parking (restrooms 
are at Yucca only).  There will be signs at 
the entrance to Oak Flat picnic Grounds 
indicating directions for parking and for 
telescope owners to access the field. Re-

member to bring water, any food 
you wish (there are picnic tables 
available), and warm layers for the 
evening chill.

We are planning for a successful 
continuation of the season series, 
giving us the opportunity to observe 
with the public and show them—
and ourselves—the wonders of New 
Mexico skies, the planets, the Milky 
Way, and all the deep-sky objects.

The dates for the rest of the sum-
mer are as follows: August 27 and 
September 10. 
See www.TAAS.org for details and 
map; TAAS@TAAS.org for questions.

Milky Way and green laser pointer beam over Oak Flat                             
photo by dale murray

Remember to notify TAAS when your 
mailing address, e-mail address,

phone numbers, etc., change. 
Send updates to Doug LeGrand, 
treasurer@TAAS.org, or to Bob 

Anderson, membership@TAAS.org.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
photography that prominently fea-
tures some aspect of the night sky. 
Much of this photography can be 
performed with photographic equip-
ment found in many households, using 
simple techniques and inexpensive, 
or free, software. This introduction 
covers basic equipment needed, tech-
niques and software for capturing and 
processing images, and how to get 
started in taking beautiful pictures 
of the night sky. If you also happen to 
have some basic astronomical equip-
ment, this talk also includes more 
advanced imaging techniques primar-
ily focused on using digital single-lens 
reflex (DSLR) cameras.

Topics include a comparison between 
charge-coupled device (CCD) astronomi-
cal cameras and DSLRs, advantages of 
tracking mounts, comparison of altitude 
azimuth (Alt-Az) vs. German equatorial 
mounts (GEM), guided tracking, stacking 
multiple exposures, and final processing.

Dale Murray is a retired Sandia Nation-
al Laboratories electrical engineer and a 
former Vice President and President of 
TAAS and has been a member of TAAS 
for well over twenty years.

See www.TAAS.org for details and map; 
questions to TAAS@TAAS.org.

you can use: different binocs in varied 
sizes and powers and the setups for the 
larger ones employing tripods or mirrors.  
Astronomy magazines feature monthly 
articles on observing with binoculars, and 
they should definitely be a part of your as-
tronomical viewing repertoire.
Go to www.TAAS.org for details and map; 
questions to TAAS@TAAS.org.

 . . . A s t r o n o m y  1 0 1 
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

www.TAAS.org
www.TAAS.org
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of them. It was the only star they saw all 
evening.

By 10:15 p.m., the site was locked up and 
they were both on their way.
Spend the Night at GNTO:
One of the realities of traveling to a dark-
sky site like GNTO is that you need to drive 
home. One way to make your drive home 
safer is to sleep at the site and depart after 
sunrise. The GNTO Committee has been 
working to make spending the night at 
GNTO easier and more comfortable. We re-
cently acquired self-inflating sleeping pads 
for the four bunks in the Ortega Building. 
If you want to use one of the bunks just tell 
the Opener. Some members have also been 
using their car, truck, or RV to sleep on-
site. We encourage this practice and hope 
you will consider spending the night and 
making your travel home a bit safer. 

Library:
Did you know that GNTO maintains a li-
brary of astronomical references for your 
use? We have moved the library from the 
Main Dome over to the Ortega Building 
(ROOst) to make it more accessible. 

Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Jim Fordice

June 4  New Moon Observing Session:
Bill Wallace was the opener on June 4. He 
reported that when he arrived at 5:50 p.m. 
the site was already open. Pete Eschman 
and Mike Fuge were there performing 
some installation and repair work. Mike 
installed an emergency beacon on the out-
house that will allow emergency respond-
ers to better locate the site in the dark.

When Bill arrived, the sky was 90% over-
cast and it was windy. Ray Collins brought 
a guest, Jeffrey McConnell, a philosophy 
professor from Tufts University near Bos-
ton. Ray and Bill showed him around and a 
lively conversation ensued. Other attend-
ees were Fernando Torres, Steve Riegel, 
Jim Lawrence, and Alan Scott.

The skies did not clear up as anticipated. 
Between 9:30 and 10:00 p.m., most people 
packed up and left. Bill closed the site at 
about 11:00 p.m.

June 25 Third-Quarter Moon Observing 
Session:
Marshall Gatten was the opener on June 
25. He reported that it was a very pleasant 
evening but the stars disagreed and didn’t 
want to come out.

About half an hour before sunset Martin 
Hilario arrived and set up a homemade 
11” Dobsonian—a very nice-looking scope. 
Marshall wheeled out the 16” loaner scope 
and got it set up. Both were hoping for the 
best.

The clouds showed signs of relenting as 
the sun went down and then decided they 
wouldn’t relent after all. The temperature 
was very comfortable so they sat by their 
scopes chatting and waiting for holes to 
form in the clouds. Not a single one did.

At 10:00 p.m., it became clear that luck was 
not in the air and they packed up. Once 
the scopes were off the field, one star ap-
peared. It clearly just wanted to make fun 

Available references are:
• Skyguide—A Field Guide to the Heavens
• Observing Visual Double Stars (Couteau)
• Deep Sky Observers Handbook—Open 
and Globular Clusters (Enslow-Lutter-
worth)
• Deep Sky Observers Handbook—Galax-
ies (Enslow-Lutterworth)
•The Milky Way 3rd Edition (Bok and Bok)
• Burnham’s Celestial Handbook—3 Vol-
umes
• The Practical Astronomer’s Deep Sky 
Companion (Gilmour)
• Observing Handbook and Catalog of 
Deep Sky Objects
• Uranometria 2000.0 (Trion)
• Revised New General Catalogue of Non-
stellar Astronomical Objects
• AAVSO Variable Star Atlas
• TAAS 200 Picture Album (Dan Richey)
• The Cambridge Star Atlas 3rd Edition 
(Trion)
• Messier Marathon Field Guide (Penning-
ton)
• Deep Space Image Catalog (Blake)

Upcoming Events: 
• July 23: Third-Quarter Moon Observing

• July 30: New Moon Observing and 
Annual Picnic

• August 27: Third-Quarter Moon 
Observing

• September 3: New Moon Observing 

Don’t forget that the GNTO Observing 
Field is available for use by TAAS mem-
bers anytime. Check the TAAS website for 
the procedure to follow. Contact me if you 
have any questions.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates. GNTO events are open to all TAAS 
members and their guests.   

GNTO Director: GNTO@TAAS.org or 505-
803-3640.

von, martin, and edgar

photo by dale murray
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TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing Sessions for New Astronomers, Summer Edition 
Friday, July 22, 8:00 p.m., Northeast Heights

Make plans now for an enriching way to enjoy a summer night!

galaxy and volcano
photo by dale murray

Members James and Nannette 
Carr, aided by the Fabulous 
50 team, will host this session 
at their home in northeast Al-
buquerque at 12110 Pino Ave. 
NE—the neighborhood has no 
street lights and a dark sky. We 
will spend 45 minutes inside for 
an informative and fun presen-
tation and then go outside for 
30 minutes to view the objects 
just studied. The evening will 
finish back inside with a social 
hour, and TAAS members are 
encouraged to bring snacks 
and drinks to share.

Visitors don’t have to bring any-
thing, just an interest in learn-

ing to observe and locate stars and constellations in the New 
Mexico skies. More details are on the website (www.TAAS.org). 
Click on the TAAS Fabulous 50 link on the left side of the home 
page. Contact James at jwcarr252@gmail.com or Dee at taas-
dee@comcast.net with any questions and to let us know that 
you’re coming.

by Jim Carr, with reporting by 
Dee Friesen and Lynne Olson

how many times do we get 
asked “What is that?” when 
looking up and sharing the 
sky with someone just getting 
started in astronomy? The 
Fabulous 50 gives inexperi-
enced astronomers a superb 
way to learn the basics of the 
night sky, emphasizing naked-
eye objects, constellations, 
and stars to aid in finding path-
ways around the skies. Among 
the most popular opportunities 
TAAS offers, these sessions 
are open to TAAS members 
and the public. They are held 
four times a year and vary ac-
cording to the season.

A summertime TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing Session for New As-
tronomers will be held on Friday, July 22, at 8:00 p.m. New as-
tronomers will learn the summer portion of the TAAS Fabulous 50 
objects, and these will serve as building blocks for more learning 
as you get to know your way around the night sky. Experienced 
TAAS members will be on hand with telescopes to assist you.

image: stellarium 

www.TAAS.org


The Sidereal Times July 2016

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 5

Aaron Lovato studying
 while waiting for dark                             

by Lynne Olson

How can a star party with so few stars 
turn out so well?  It’s the combination of 
cool mild weather, a field freshly mowed 
by Manny at Tijeras Ranger Station, the 
camaraderie of the TAAS members, the 
enthusiasm of the visitors...and the much-
appreciated appearance of the Moon and 
Jupiter with all four of  its moons!

By 10:00 p.m., more stars peeked out and 
little by little more constellations and 
deep-sky objects appeared.

No rain or wind or thunderstorms threat-
ened our guests and the cool temps gave 
relief from the heat of the city.  Those who 
came were mostly first-timers, with a few 
regulars, and all praised TAAS for provid-
ing these opportunities to the public.

Fernando Torres and Martin Hilario were 
the closers for the event. Martin was ready 
to close at about midnight when five visi-
tors from out of state arrived and were 
treated to skies that totally cleared at 
about 1:00 a.m. and allowed views of Mars 
and Saturn and dozens of Milky Way clus-
ters and nebulae and resulted in the gor-
geous photo you see heading our page 1 
Oak Flat article and as a detail above...they 
will be back!

Thanks to the following participants 
for your contributions—Trish Logan 
(opener), Tom and Debbie Marker, John 
Laning, Shane and Becky Ramotowski, 
Jon Schuchardt, Barry Spletzer and “the 
Hat,” Bruce Meyer, Tad LaCoursiere, Aaron 
Lovato, Tom Grzybowski, Phil and the re-
covering Sandy Fleming, Dale Murray, Bob 
Anderson, Fernando and Lynda Torres, and 
Martin Hilario.

June Star Partiers
Relish Cooler Conditions 

at Oak Flat

John Laning setting up

Bruce Meyer checking out view

Fernando and Lynda Torres with telescope 

Green laser pointer guides
 Oak Flat visitors (detail from page 1 photo)

photo: Martin Hilario

Tom Grzybowski standing by for visitors 
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M81 and M82, captured using the TAAS C14 Hyperstar and 
STF8300 camera located in the GNTO imaging dome on March 4, 2016. 
A total of 21 2-minute exposures were made and then combined, along 
with dark frames and flat field exposures in DSS. The resulting image 
was further processed in Photoshop and cropped for aesthetics.

Because of its wide field of view and fast focal ratio, this system is good 
for capturing groups of moderately sized objects in a relatively short 
period of time. The GNTO imaging system is available for member use—
contact me, Vance Ley, if you’d like to use it.                        —Vance Ley

Saturn, captured using 
a C11 HD at f/20 with a 3x 
Televue Barlow lens and an 
ASI120 mm camera plus ASI 
color wheel and filters. Best 
666 frames of 2000 in each 
channel. Stacking done in 
AS2!; final image assembly 
and processing done in 
Photoshop CS2.

—Vance Ley
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Earlier this summer, 
several members of TAAS 

attended the first-ever
 Explora-sponsored STEM fiesta.  
Visitors were presented views of 

our closest star.

TAAS Supports First Ever 
STEM Fiesta

Becky Ramotowski and visitors
    Jacob Benavidez views the Moon 

with Rick Hassi looking on.

John Laning

Kevin McKeown

Martin Hilario

by Dee Friesen

Saturday, July 16, 7:00 p.m.

UNM Science and Math Learning Center

Photographing the Night Sky

6:00 p.m. astronomy 101
Binoculars—oBservation and equipment

Sigrid Monaghan

Dale Murray
featured speaker

TAAS General Meeting
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W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
o r  R e t u r n i n g

T A A S  M e m b e r s

Mary Kay Anderson• Tim Buxton

Alicia Conway•Becki Conway

Gloria Conway•Karla Conway

Natalie Conway•Sam Conway

Staci Conway•Terry Conway

Kang Ding•Elizabeth (Lisa) Glass

Joe Glass•Aimee Renee Hale

Annabelle Hale•Iris Hale

Eric Hamilton•Cellia Hoyle

Charles Hoyle•Robert Joana

Aaron Lade•Donna Nutter

James D. Ownby•Bill Patterson

Elaine Stevens• August L. Tierney

Blaire Kristine Topash-Caldwell M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 1 6

Membership Current Past   
 Month Month
New Members 25 11 
 
Total Members 459 443 

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships are registered 
immediately if you pay online. If you 
pay by check, your membership is reg-
istered when your check is received by 
the treasurer.  

Renewal notices will be sent out via 
e-mail beginning 60 days before your 
membership expires. If your member-
ship is renewed before it expires or with 
in 90 days after it expires, your new ex-
piration date will be advanced one year 
from the previous expiration date and 
your membership will be continuous.

  If dues payment is received more 
than 90 days after the expiration date, 
you will be reinstated as a member with 
an expiration date set as one year from 
the receipt of payment.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Donations are deductible as 
charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

General
Elizabeth (Lisa) Glass

Mike Molitor
John Briggs

Donna Nutter

Science Fair
Accent Windows and Doors

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Jim Fordice, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information, e-mail GNTO@TAAS.org. 

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, August 5. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

editor@TAAS.org 
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
Treasurer’s Report

June 15, 2016

ACCOUNTS SUMMARY
Current Previous Month Change

Total Account Funds $20,044.88 $21,123.51 ($1,078.63) Acct - Fund AL

Total Funds on Deposit $20,044.88 $21,123.51 ($1,078.63) $0.00 $742.96 

FUND SUMMARY
Current Previous Month Change

Total General Funds: $3,927.30 $4,178.28 ($250.98)

GNTO Fund $6,809.41 $6,787.48 $21.93 

Education Fund $6,370.44  $6,340.44 $30.00 

Dark Sky S. I. G. Fund $2,083.32 $2,083.32 $0.00 

Special Projects Fund $0.00 $779.73 ($779.73)

Science Fair Fund  $50.00  $50.00 $0.00 

SOLAR OUTREACH  $61.45 $61.45 $0.00 Check Total AL Month

Total Funds on Deposit $20,044.88 $21,123.51 ($1,078.63) $0.00 $60.00 

FUND DETAILS

GENERAL GNTO EDUCATION DARK SKY
SPECIAL 

PROJECTS SCIENCE FAIR
SOLAR 

OUTREACH TOTAL

Deposits:

Memberships $550.00 $275.00  $825.00 $0.00 
Donations $150.00 $30.00 $200.00 $380.00 $0.00 
Interest $0.14 $0.14 $0.00 
Funds transfer $314.98 $314.98 $0.00 

$0.00 $0.00 
Total Deposits $1,015.12 $275.00 $30.00 $0.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00 $1,520.12 $0.00 

Withdrawals:

iStorage $192.42 $192.42 $0.00 
Planispheres $464.75 $464.75 $0.00 
Property tax+interest+penalty $1,011.86 $1,011.86 $0.00 
Gasoline for Socorro trip $16.95 $16.95 $0.00 
GNTO replacement gate $163.07 $163.07 $0.00 
GNTO AED pads $90.00 $90.00 $0.00 
Science fair awards $200.00 $200.00 $0.00 
PayPal expense $44.87 $44.87 $0.00 
Funds transfer $314.98 $314.98 $0.00 

   $0.00 $0.00 

Total Withdrawals $1,266.10 $253.07 $0.00 $0.00 $779.73 $200.00 $0.00 $2,498.90 

Total Fund Changes ($250.98) $21.93 $30.00 $0.00 ($779.73) $0.00 $0.00 ($1,078.63) $0.00 
 

Check Totals $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Actual current:

Checking:  $6,213.21  
CD:  $10,296.42 
Secured Funds:  $4,000.00  
Unpaid credit card bill: -464.75
Total:  $20,044.88 
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 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-269-8717(W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
 Observatory Director  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Scout Coordinator   Chaz Jetty  505-350-7949  scout_coordinator@TAAS.org
Solar Outreach Coordinator  Roger Kennedy  505-314-6273  rwkennedy45@gmail.com
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Fernando Torres     unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

Tom Graham, President
president@TAAS.org

Lynne oLson, Vice President
vp@TAAS.org

Events Coordinator, events_coord@TAAS.org
Public Relations, pr@TAAS.org
505-856-2537

BoB shipLey, Secretary 
secretary@TAAS.org

bobship10@gmail.com
505-872-8366

DouG LeGranD, Treasurer
treasurer@TAAS.org

505-559-0252

roBerT anDerson, Director
Membership Coordinator
membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim ForDice, Director
Observatory Director, gnto@TAAS.org
Telescope Loan Coordinator,
telescope_loans@TAAS.org 
505-803-3640

BoB havLen, Director
505-856-3306

Trish LoGan, Director
Education Outreach
education_coord@TAAS.org

John miLLer, Director
jmiller72@comcast.net
505-821-0234

siGriD monaGhan, Director

GorDon peGue, Director
gpegue at comcast dot net
505-332-2523

vioLa sanchez, Director  
vsanchez@usbr.gov
505-270-3046

2 0 1 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f



TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD” AWARD 2011

from Astronomy Magazine
 for Astronomy Outreach Programs

MEMBERSHIP

You can join TAAS or renew your 
membership online. Just go to www.taas.
org and select “Join Us!” or “Renew Your 
Membership” from the main menu on the 
left side. Annual dues are $30 for a regular 
membership, $15 for educators and active 
military, and $5 for students. Only regular 
members are eligible to vote in society 
matters. Our new member information 
packet can be viewed or downloaded from 
the same location on the website. You can 
pay your dues on line through PayPal, by 
Visa, MasterCard, or American Express. 
To pay by check, mail your check to TAAS, 
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM 87181-
0581 or give it to the treasurer at one of 
our meetings. 

MAGAZINES

TAAS no longer offers  magazine 
subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS

Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and advertisements for 
businesses related to astronomy must be 
submitted by the deadline shown on the 
Society calendar (generally the Friday 
near the new Moon). Rates for commer-
cial ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 for 
business card size. The newsletter editor 
reserves the right to include and/or edit 
any article or advertisement.  E-mail at-
tachments in Microsoft Word or compat-
ible word processor format; ASCII and 
RTF are acceptable. One space between 
paragraphs is preferred. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@TAAS.org for 
more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

Send submissions or correspondence to  
editor@TAAS.org.

TAAS ONLINE

TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 

The TAAS Web site includes:

• Programs
• TAAS 200 
• TAAS Fabulous Fifty
•  Educational Outreach: School Star 

Parties, Solar Astronomy Outreach
• Equipment Trader 
•   Telescope Loaner Program
• Telescope Making and Maintenance 
and more

•  Online Sidereal Times
• Calendar of TAAS Events
• Members’ Guide
• Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs

E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org

Members’ Google Group:
TAAS_talk@googlegroups.com

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

www.taas.org
www.taas.org
http://

