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Public Star Party
Oak Flat Campground
Sat., July 25.

Oak Flat Public Star Parties 
Continue on Saturday,

 July 25
by Lynne Olson

The third in our summer series will take 
place on Saturday, July 25, at the Oak Flat 
area nine miles south of Tijeras and one 
mile in from the Oak Flat turnoff. Our last 
event in June [see report on page X] was 
remarkable in so many ways—27 TAAS 
telescopes, dozens and dozens of visitors 
and families and superb clear skies giving 
us planets, deep-sky objects and the Milky 
Way! This is an excellent opportunity for 

Our speaker for the evening will be 
Dr. Robert Q. Fugate on “Laser Guide 
Star Adaptive Optics: A Revolution 
for Ground-Based Astronomy.” Under 
his leadership, the Starfire Optical 
Range at Kirtland AFB developed and 
operates the most advanced, highest-

TAAS 
Master Observers
Awarded at ALCON

Three TAAS astronomers 
received the Master Observer 
Award at the Astronomical 
League Conference in Las 
Cruces: left to right, Steve 
Snider, Kevin McKeown, 
John Schuchardt. 
See report on page5.

photo dee friesen

GNTO New 
Moon Observing, 
Perseid Picnic 
August 15

Triangle observed at Oak Flat
photo lynne olson
Report on page 6.

TAAS Fabulous 50
Viewing Session
Northeast ABQ
Sat., August 8
8:00 p.m.

http://www.taas.org
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members to bring their telescopes and 
show off the astronomical wonders await-
ing in the skies of New Mexico, and for the 
public to come and enjoy the free show 
and be introduced to the Universe.
The observing field is between the Yucca 
and Juniper picnic ground—parking at 
both sites, restrooms at Yucca. There are 
picnic facilities where you can spend a 
relaxed time with friends and family and 
take in some solar observing on the field 

 . . . O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y  S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  2 5  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

 . . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

performance adaptive optics systems in 
existence. These systems have benefited 
the astronomy community—the SOR 
is widely recognized as the leader in 
atmospheric compensation for large 
ground-based telescopes.
Laser guide stars and the subsequent 
development of sophisticated adaptive 
optics systems on ground-based 
telescopes have been described as a 
significant advancement in astronomy.

The purpose of Starfire is to conduct 
research to use adaptive optics to re-
move the effects of scintillation (atmo-
spheric turbulence). Turbulence distorts 
optical wavefronts. Lasers can provide 
data about the turbulence that allows 
astronomers to correct their optics.
Join us for this fascinating talk and find 
out what TAAS has in store for the com-
ing months! 
 
Dr. Fugate spent over 35 years in Air 
Force R&D, retiring from federal service 
in 2006. His main contributions are in at-
mospheric compensation using adaptive 
optics — laser guide stars in particular—
for the first experiment demonstrating 
the feasibility of using laser beacons for 
sensing atmospheric turbulence, and for 
developing practical implementations 
of laser guide star adaptive optics for 
scientific and military uses. During his 
Air Force career, he created the Starfire 
Optical Range at Kirtland AFB, NM, and 

Read about and see photos of the
 June 20 Oak Flat Star Party on page 6

developed it into one of the world’s pre-
mier applied optical research sites for 
imaging and energy projection. 
 
After retirement, he was Senior Research 
Advisor for the Vice President of Re-
search at New Mexico Tech and worked 
to promote technology transfer and as a 
consultant for the government. In 2012 
he was given Emeritus status at NM Tech 
and now only works part-time as a pri-
vate consultant for the government.
 
1965-Bachelor of Science-Physics, Case 
Institute of Technology; 1970-Doctor of 
Philosophy-Experimental Physics, NASA 
Fellow, Iowa State University

• Over 100 papers and book chap-
ters.

• Member of the National Academy 
of Engineering,

• Fellow of the Optical Society of 
America.

• Has an asteroid named after him.

• Numerous awards and honors, 
including a Distinguished Presiden-
tial Rank Award.

• Avid photographer and especially 
likes shooting Milky Way night-
scapes.

or wear layers as it can get quite chilly 
after the sun goes down. Water and food 
are not provided so have your own—and, 
of course, bring good weather and clear 
skies!
The fourth Oak Flat Star Party will be on 
August 22, and the final event will be on 
September 19.
Map to the site is on www.TAAS.org. Ques-
tions can be sent to TAAS@TAAS.org.

TAAS By-Laws Updated
by Jim Fordice

The Board of Directors approved nu-
merous changes to the TAAS By-Laws on 
May 28, 2015. A summary of the changes 
is:

1. Article VIII Section 7: Changed how 
Board Members are to be notified of 
Special Meetings.

2. Article VIII Section 8: Changed how 
members are notified of Board of Di-
rectors meetings to requiring that a 
notice be published in the newsletter.

3. Article XI: Changed the title to Corpo-
rate Communications. Requires the 
newsletter to be published five days 
before the monthly general meeting. 
Requires that the BOD Meeting min-
utes be published in the newsletter.

4. Resolutions:

a. Cancelled several resolutions that 
were no longer relevant.

b. Clarified M-5 Awards.

c. Clarified W-1 Domain Name.

5. Positions and Responsibilities:

a. Changed the title of the List Serve 
Manager to TAAS_Talk Manager.

b. Updated the description of the 
Newsletter Editor’s duties. 

to see your first star—our Sun. Parking 
gates open at 5:30 p.m. to allow for solar 
observing. Sunset is at 8:15 p.m., so come 
early to set up scopes as a member and to 
be parked and oriented as a visitor.
Please bring red headlamps or flashlights 
for the observing field after dark to pre-
serve night vision—or you can cover a 
regular flashlight with red cellophane 
and a rubber band or bulbous part of a 
red balloon. Always have a jacket handy 
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Jim Fordice

I am pleased to report that I have re-
lieved Mike Molitor as the Observatory 
Director. Mike assumed the Director’s 
responsibilities on very short notice in the 
summer of 2013. He did a superb job orga-
nizing and focusing the efforts of the GNTO 
Committee over the last two years. He 
plans to remain active in GNTO activities 
in the future. When you see Mike please 
thank him for all that he has done to im-
prove GNTO.

I am working with David Frizzell to sched-
ule a GNTO presentation at a General 
Meeting in the near future. During the 
presentation, I will explain how to use your 
observatory and what my goals are as the 
Observatory Director. If you have inputs or 
comments, please contact me. 

June 13 New Moon Observing Event: 
Marshall Gatten and I opened the site at 
5:32 p.m. At the time it was 100% cloudy 
with no wind. It stayed that way until well 
after sunset. Marshall opened the Isengard 
telescope for several guests we hosted 
from Sandia National Laboratory. Marshall 
showed the guests Venus and Jupiter as 
they moved in and out of the clouds. By 
10:00 p.m. the sky cleared and Marshall 
was able to show them objects all across 
the sky. Rick Hassi did some observing 
with his own telescope and Hy Tran ob-
served some objects with his SCT before 
shifting to his DSLR for some pictures. Kev-
in McKeown observed some sprites which 
he reported in a TAAS_Talk message.

July 11 Third Quarter Observing Event: 
Mike Fuge opened the site at 6:30 p.m. to 
mostly cloudy and overcast skies.  Sigrid 
Monaghan and Dale Murray were in at-
tendance shortly thereafter. By 8:00 p.m. 

the weather had continued to deteriorate 
and Sigrid called it a day. Dale was taking 
photos of the lightning from the enormous 
thunderstorm about 30 miles to the north-
east. By 10:00 p.m. the skies were com-
pletely socked-in with no sign of improve-
ment and the facility was closed.

July 18 New Moon Observing Event: This 
event occurred just after the deadline for 
this report. We are planning to attack all 
of the weeds that have grown tall due to 
the great rains we have been receiving in 
preparation for the picnic scheduled for 
August 15.
   
On-Site Equipment Improvements: The 
10” Pelegrino Dobsonian that was repaired 
by Barry Spletzer has been returned to the 
site and is ready for use. The 16” Dobso-
nian has been outfitted with a new Feather 
Touch focuser and a finderscope. Using 
this 16” Dobsonian is a great way to find 
those “pieces of lint” that you can’t see in a 
smaller scope. Whenever you want to use 
one of the on-site loaner scopes be sure to 
contact the opener so that they can have it 
ready for you to use. 

Signage Improvements: When you visit 
the site in the future you will notice the 
installation of new reflectors and signs that 
are intended to make it easier to exit the 
site in the dark using your car’s parking 
lights. We need your feedback on whether 
you can see the signage as you exit and 
where other signs are needed. Please send 
comments to gnto@TAAS.org.

Upcoming Events: 

•  August 8: Third Quarter Observing
•  August 15: New Moon Observing and 

Perseid Picnic
•  September 12: New Moon Observing

Don’t forget that the GNTO Observing 
Field is available for use by TAAS members 
anytime. Check the TAAS website for the 
procedure to follow. Contact me if you have 
any questions.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates. GNTO events are open to all TAAS 
members and their guests.   

GNTO Director: gnto@TAAS.org or 505-
803-3640. 
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TAAS Fabulous 50
 Summer-Autumn Viewing Session

 for New Astronomers August 8
by Dee Friesen
                                                                                                                      
everyone interested in learning the basic features of the 
night sky is invited to attend a TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing 
Session for New Astronomers on Saturday, August 8 at 8:00 
p.m. This will be a review of the summer sky and a preview of 
the autumn sky.

I will host the viewing session at my house in northeast Albu-
querque. My neighborhood has no street lights and a dark sky. 
We will spend 30 minutes inside viewing a presentation, and 
then go outside for 30 minutes to view the night sky. We finish 
the evening back inside with a social hour. 

At this session new astronomers will review the summer and 
learn the autumn portion of the TAAS Fabulous 50 objects. 
The objects serve as building blocks for further learning of the 
night sky. Experienced TAAS members will be on hand with 
telescopes to assist you. Visitors need not bring anything, just 
an interest in learning the night sky. More details with a map 
to my house are on the website (www.TAAS.org). Click on the 
TAAS Fabulous 50 link on the left side of the home page. 

Contact Dee at taasdee@comcast.net with any questions.

photo stellarium

Duke City Hamfest 
STEM Event 

(TAAS-Supported)
Fri.-Sun., August 7-9 Observe – Educate – Have Fun

www.TAAS.org
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TAAS at ALCON 2015
by Dee Friesen

Nine TAAS members attended the 
Astronomical League annual confer-
ence (ALCON) in Las Cruces, NM.
It was a week-long celebration of amateur 
astronomy. TAAS members in attendance 
were Dave Downs, Jim and Linda Ken-
nedy, Jim Kaminski, John Laning, John 
and Margie Schuchardt, Steve Snider, 
Barry Spletzer and Dee Friesen. 

Three TAAS astronomers received the 
Master Observer Award (see page 1).

The first three days were made up of field 
trips and Astronomical League committee 
meetings.  The last three days featured 
both professional and amateur astrono-
mers speaking on a variety of topics. High-
lights of the conference are shown below.

The 2016 ALCON is in Washington D. C.
The 2017 ALCON is in Casper, Wyoming, 
on August 21, 2017. Casper is on the 
centerline of the total eclipse of 2017.

Dee Friesen and Barry Spletzer gave presentations on 
educational outreach and the TAAS HandiScope.

Dee shows the mirror binoculars to Joe Santos 
from San Antonio and to the ALCON Alien.

Solar observing was presented by 
Linda and Roger Kennedy

photos dee friesen

Left to right:
Barry Spletzer, 

Dave Downs,
Robert Williams, 

Steve Snider, 
John Laning
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Report: Oak Flat 
Star Party June 20

by Dale Murray,
Opener and closer for this event

The June 20 Oak Flat Star Party turned 
out to be the best so far this year and is 
probably the best attended in the past few 
years. As we all know,  the weather this 
spring and summer has been more friendly 
to ducks than to astronomers. But on June 
20, we had the great fortune to have nearly 
perfect weather.

 TAAS members and the general public 
were starved for good observing condi-
tions, and a great crowd took advantage 
of the cool clear evening. The observing 
started out with a number of solar tele-
scopes providing views of our local star. 
There was both broad-spectrum viewing, 
as well as narrow-band viewing, including 
H-alpha. Roger and Linda Kennedy and as-
sociates provided several scopes of various 
narrow-band wavelengths. David Thorman 
observed a rare daytime satellite passage 
in front of the Sun in his broad-spectrum 
filtered telescope. Soon the Sun started 
dropping behind the tree line, and the 
nighttime telescopes came out.

The evening viewing started with the 
Moon, followed by views of Venus and Ju-
piter which were converging in the early 
evening sky. As the sky darkened many of 
the telescopes turned to the ringed planet, 
Saturn. The crowds continued to pour in as 
more vehicles carrying telescopes entered 
the observing field. The field was filled to 
capacity, and at one count there were more 
than thirty-five telescopes and several bin-
ocular mounts providing the public with 
views of planets, nebulae, galaxies and 
stars. The crowds began to thin around 
10:00, and by midnight there were only 
dedicated TAAS members hanging around, 
still viewing and having lively discussions 
on all things astronomical. I was only able 
to lock up after the final hard-core observ-
ers left around 3:00 a.m.

As usual, special thanks go out to Lynne 
Olson for her organizational skills and put-
ting out the signs and path lights. We can 
only hope we have another Oak Flat night 
with such great weather as this one!

photo dale murray

photo lynne olson

photo lynne olson

photo david frizzell photo lynne olson

photo lynne olson
continued on page 7. . . 

Milky Way

Sigrid Jeff Boggs

The Dillons

Kevin, Shane
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Triangle observed at Oak Flat
photo lynne olson

. . . O a k  F l a t  J u n e  2 0 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  6

photos dale murray

The Kennedys and Solar Crew

photo lynne olson

Charlie Mullen

photo dale murray

Jon Schuchardt

photo lynne olson

John Laning

photo dale murray

Ralph and David Thorman

Jim 
Kaminski 
and Visitors

Trish Logan 
and Group

photo 
lynne 
olson

Hillary Jetty 
and Observer

The 
Juddos.

David Frizzell

photo 
lynne 
olson

photo 
john 
laning

photo 
dale 
murray

photo 
dale 
murray
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Braving the Breeze and bright 
street lights, I did my best to capture 
Venus and Jupiter. The streetlights 
are responsible for the orange color of 
the hills and trees. Some of the stars 
turned out okay from my light-polluted 
sky.
 

I tried exposure lengths of be-
tween 10 and 25 seconds and 
ISO levels between 400 and 
3200 to see what would give the 
best results.

—Edwin Rod, New Zealand

Venus-Jupiter Conjunction 
July 3, 2015

 
i missed the closest night when they 
were only 1/2 degree apart and the 
next night was cloudy, so I imaged 
Venus and Jupiter 1.5 degrees apart on 
the night of July 3, 2015.
 
Equipment: Camera Canon EOS 60D, 
Lens: Sigma 10-20 mm zoom, mount 
iOptron CEM60.

Exposure: 30 seconds, ISO 800, f/5.6, 
20 mm 

Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat on 
my backyard patio at 9:22 p.m. MDT

—John Laning

Free and Open to the Public

Saturday, August 1, 7:00 P.M

UNM Science and Math Learning Center 

Laser Guide Star Adaptive Optics:
A Revolution for Ground-Based Astronomy

Dr. Robert Q. Fugate, Speaker

TAAS General Meeting

Venus-Jupiter Conjunction June 30, 2015
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- Scope maintenance: The 10” Dob collimation issue 
has been resolved.  

- There is a problem with the focuser for the 16” Dob.  
The committee is investigating all options to fix or re-
place it.

- Mike plans to meet  with the Field Improvement sub-
committee next week.

- The GNTO committee has recommended that Jim 
Fordice be the next GNTO Director.  Mike will present a 
formal motion to the BOD at our next meeting in June.

- Picnic Planning for August 15: No report or plans 
made yet, except to say there will be an event, weather 
permitting.

- Concerning the lighting plan for the power plant going 
up on the West Mesa: we received the plans and the 
committee has submitted comments and suggestions.  
As of this date there has been no response from PNM. 
Mike plans to contact them tomorrow to  make sure 
they received our comments.

- There are two new committee members: Marshall 
Gatten and Jeff Boggs

     D. Membership: Bob Anderson
- On the membership application form the “Dark Sky” 
reference section has been eliminated.

- Responding to a question concerning membership 
dues vs. donations to various TAAS activities groups, 
it was clarified that the dues are not tax deductable. 
Any donations to  the organization above dues are 
tax deductable. A motion was raised to remove from 
the membership application/renewal form, the phrase 
concerning a $10.00 donation going to the GNTO until 
such time that the Board can review what is legally cor-
rect. The motion was seconded and approved.  A com-
mittee composed of David Frizzell, Mike Molitor, and 
Jim Fordice will look into this issue

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  Sigrid Monaghan

continued on page 10 . . .

TAAS Board Meeting 
Thursday, May 28, 2015

Attended by: Steve Snider, Jim Fordice, Trish Logan, Mike Moli-
tor, Bob Havlen, Bob Anderson, David Frizzell, Lynne Olsen, 
Sigrid Monaghan.
Absent: Dan Clark, Roger Kennedy.

I. Approval of Agenda 
 Request for addition to Agenda made to talk about the 
“Hotline” under New Business. Motion made to approve the 
agenda and seconded.

II. Approval of Minutes
 Request to send Barry Spletzer copies of past minutes 
to be archived. Sigrid is sending all that are available. No addi-
tions or corrections made to the minutes. Motion to approve the 
minutes made and seconded.

III. Committee Reports

A. Education - In the absence of Roger Kennedy, 
for SAO, Trish Logan presented her report for the 
Nighttime Outreach Astronomy Education Programs.

 - Proposal received to hold a Star Party at the Estancia 
Valley Classical Academy in  Moriarity if volunteers 
are available early in 2016.

    
B. Finance - Jim Fordice presented report sent 
to him by Dan Clark. A motion was raised to have the 
Treasurer submit an Accounting Sheet to the Board 
each month at the meetings. This would replace the 
current Treasure Report. Said motion was seconded 
and approved.

 C.   GNTO - Mike Molitor.

- Committee meeting was held on 5/21/15. The subject 
of security cameras to be  installed at the site is 
on hold until Dale Murray can free up some of his time 
to complete the project.  

- Inventory Reduction: The Celestron C-11 has been 
sold and the 3” refractor.  There was a bid for the equa-
torial mount but it did not meet the minimum we were 
looking for. An expansion of the search for a buyer will 
be done outside TAAS. 
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Totals:
General $5,647.88
GNTO $8,636.81
Education $7,197.98
Dark Sky $2,078.32
Science Fair $50.00
Special Projects $742.23
Solar Outreach $674.51
Astro League Dues 
(not in total) $255.46
Investments Wells Fargo 
(included in total) $10,000.00 
Major Revenue Total: $1,570.13
Memberships $480.00
Donations $15.00
May Interest $0.13
Surplus Equip. Sale $75.00
Surplus Scope Sale $1,000.00
Major Expenses Total: $2,305.66
Storage Unit $161.00
CenturyLink $26.83
NM Corp. Fee $10.51
Mike Molitor/Signs/GNTO $294.27
Dale Murray 
Camera/GNTO $25.65
Travelers Ins. $477.00
Roger Kennedy/Solar 
Outreach Supplies/
Grant Money

$1,310.40

Current Previous Change
$ 25,283.19 $26,456.22 $ (1,173.03)

Account Summary, June 2015
by Dan Clark, Treasurer

Total Funds on Deposit:

- There were 8 new members 
registered in the month of April 
and another 8 new members in 
May.

 
E.   Publicity/Special Events: 
Lynne Olson

- A list of TAAS events for June, 
July, and August was distributed 
to the Board Members.

 Two events have since been 
added.

•  August  8 there will be a GNTO 
Observing

•  August 25 there will be a 
school star party at Alvarado El-
ementary school in Albuquerque 
between 7:00–9:00 p.m.

•  A fourth Oak Flat Star Party 
has been arranged for Septem-
ber 19.

These and all other events have 
been undated on the TAAS Cal-
endar.

- Jim made a suggestion that we 
open just one parking lot at the 
Oak Flat Star Parties.

IV. Current Activities:
- General Meeting to be held 
5/30/2015 with Guest Speaker 
Shane Ramotowski, talking 
about Imaging.

 
V.  Old Business: 
 
 A. Insurance Coverage 

Steve reported that he has not 
heard back from the Insurance 
Agent with an official quote yet.

Jim Fordice suggests that we 
have an official “businesslike” 
financial report annually in order 
to have insurance companies 
consider us for an extensive 
policy. The question will be put to 
Dan Clark, Treasurer, to provide 
such a report to enhance bids for 
our policy.

 B. Amendments to By-Laws 
•  Review of 2 small changes 
proposed that were sent by e-
mail to the Board Members in the 
past two weeks.

•  No questions raised about the 
proposed changes.

•  Motion made to approve the 
proposed update of the By-Laws. 
Motion seconded and approved.

 
VII. New Business 

A. New Venue - Sandia Crest 
House is re-opening (June 12–
14) and has invited TAAS to use 
their facilities for observations 
and meetings “free of charge” in 
the future.

The formal letter sent by San-
dia’s event coordinator will be 
sent to the Board members for 
consideration.

Steve will contact Burna Woods 
to discuss specifics of their invi-
tation. 

B. TAAS Hotline. Lynne Olson 
proposes that we discontinue 
use of the hotline for lack of use. 
With the availability of TAAS.
org and TAAS_Talk the hotline 
is becoming obsolete and an un-
necessary expense. Motion was 
raised to discontinue the hotline. 
Motion seconded and approved.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0

Next scheduled Board of Directors 
Meeting will be July 30, 2015.

VIII.  The Board met in executive 
(closed) session to discuss 
BOD membership.

IX. Motion to Adjourn raised, sec-



The Sidereal Times August 2015

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 11

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Jim Fordice, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, August 14. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 1 5

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 249 246 3
Family 78 77 1
Education 15 17 -2
Military 1 1 0
Total Paid 343 341 2
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 14 14 0
Total Members 364 362 2

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out 
the month before the due date. You will have 
until the end of the month after your renewal 
date to send your membership check. majik-
647flmajik

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.                                                      —Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are deductible 
as charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

GENERAL

Len Roughgarden

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Brett Aronson

Len Roughgarden
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 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
 Observatory Director  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

Steve Snider, President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell, Vice President

 vp@TAAS.org 

General Meeting Coordinator 

Sigrid Monaghan, Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark, Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org

505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson, Director

Membership Coordinator
membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim Fordice, Director
Observatory Director, gnto@TAAS.org
Telescope Loan Coordinator 
telescope_loans@TAAS.org, 
505-343-1186

Bob Havlen, Director

505-856-3306

Trish Logan, Director

Education Outreach
education_coord@TAAS.org

Roger Kennedy, Director

Solar Outreach
rwkennedy45@gmail.com
 505-314-6273

Mike Molitor, Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson, Director

Events Coordinator
events_coord@TAAS.org
Public Relations, pr@TAAS.org
505-856-2537

Gordon Schaefering, Director

lordgordons@verizon.net
646-483-9603 (C)



MEMBERSHIP: You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227). Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site. Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership. Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters). 
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at membership@TAAS.org You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out to 
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society or 
give your check to the Treasurer at the next 
meeting.
 
MAGAZINES: Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope and 
Astronomy as well as discounts on books 
from Sky Publishing Corporation are 
available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society. Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check. Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon) 
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size. The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.  
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word 
or compatible word processor; one space 
between paragraphs is preferred.  ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY: Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
  The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
  E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an

 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          


