
TAAS General Meeting 
May 30, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 
UNM Science and Math 

Learning Center
TAAS is full of aspiring astrophotogra-
phers, ranging from beginners to those 

with vast experience. This month, Shane 
Ramotowski will regale us with tales of 

imaging at the telescope and how you can 
get into this fascinating world.

My Search for M31
or, How to Make a Picture of a 
Galaxy in 400 Hours or Less

Shane Ramotowski, Speaker
If you have ever seen an amazing astro-
photograph and thought, “I wonder how 
they did that?”, here is your chance to 
find out. 
 
From capturing photons, to pointing in 
the right direction, to coaxing a galaxy 
out of a black picture, Shane will de-
scribe what goes into the making of an 
astrophoto.and he promises that the pre-
sentation will not last 400 hours!
***To see the results that have come 
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TAAS HandiScope to Premiere 
at La Vida Llena Star Party

by Dee Friesen

Oak Flat Facilities Expand
Saturday, May 23 

Nine Miles South of Tijeras

by Lynne Olson

Public Star Party
Oak Flat Campground
Sat., May 23.

The ever-popular Oak Flat Public Star 
Parties return on Saturday, May 23, dur-
ing Memorial Day weekend. This year, we 
will have both Juniper and Yucca areas re-
served for TAAS, meaning expanded park-
ing and restrooms and picnic facilities for 
early arrivals. 

Make plans to come with friends and fam-
ily, bring your own telescope and join the 
array of TAAS telescopes of all types and 
sizes set up on the observing field between 

Dick Fate viewing through the HandiScope
photo dee friesen 

TAAS will present a special star party for the 
residents of the La Vida Llena retirement com-
munity on Wednesday, May 27, beginning at 
7:00 p.m. TAAS members and retired astrono-
mers John and Lanie Dickel are residents of the 
community and are coordinating the session 
for the other residents.

This will be a special event because TAAS will 
be presenting the innovative TAAS Handi-
Scope to the public. This is a special telescope 
that TAAS Chief Scientist Dr. Barry Spletzer 
has developed so that persons in a wheelchair 
can view over half of the sky without chang-
ing their seating position. The HandiScope 
was constructed using the prize money TAAS 
received for winning the Out-of-this-world 
award from Astronomy magazine for the best 
educational public outreach program in the 
country for 2011.

Solar viewing will begin at 7:00 p.m. and night-
sky viewing will begin after sunset. All TAAS 
members are encouraged to attend and share 
the night sky with our senior citizens. La Vida 
Llena is located at 10501 Lagrima Road NE, 
which is west of Juan Tabo and north of Mont-
gomery in Albuquerque.

For information contact Dee at taasdee@com-
cast.net or 505-856-1593.

La Vida Llena
Star Party
Wed., May 27
7:00 p.m.

http://www.taas.org
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from some of our talented members, go 
to www.taas.org and click “Photo Gallery” 
on the left side--you will be inspired to see 
what you can do!

A map to the Science and Math Learning 
Center is on www.taas.org.

*****************************************

Shane’s interest in astronomy started in 
the 1990s when a good friend showed him 
M13 in an 11" SCT.  He started astropho-
tography on film in 1999 and was stubborn 
enough to stick with it for many years. In 
2012, he went over to the dark side and 
bought a CCD camera. He has made three 
images (that he’s willing to show anyone) 
since then!

Juniper and Yucca. Meet and talk with TAAS members and other 
visitors and, above all, enjoy the wonderful sights of the night 
New Mexico skies through scopes and by just looking up! There 
will be solar observing before the night part gets into full swing 
and a laser-guided constellation tour as it darkens. Sunset is at 
8:00 p.m. and Venus, Jupiter, Saturn, and the Moon will be on 
full display--not to mention all those deep-sky favorites!
Stay tuned on www.TAAS.org for more details and activities and 
go there for maps to the area. We hope to have sparkling weath-
er to enjoy this facility to its fullest.

Dates for the other Oak Flat Star Parties this season are: 
•June 20
•July 25

•August 22
•September 19

Thanks, as always, to the Tijeras Ranger Station of Cibola Na-
tional Forest, which has worked with TAAS on making these star 
parties happen for the public for many, many years!

 . . . O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
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ASTROFEST
at Colorado’s  Black Canyon of the Gunnison

by Dee Friesen

the Black canyon of the Gunnison National Park in cooperation 
with the Black Canyon Astronomical Society (BCAS) is hosting 
Astrofest 2015 from June 17–20. The four-day event will include 
daytime activities as well as early evening presentations and 
nighttime observing for both the public and astronomers. 

The park is located nine miles east of Montrose, Colorado. BCAS 
has nominated the park to become an International Dark Sky Park. 
TAAS and Chaco Canyon have assisted in the nomination process.

Both BCAS and the national park have invited TAAS to participate. 
The park is offering free camping to astronomers. Dee has 
reserved a number of motel rooms in nearby Montrose for TAAS 
members. It is a 15-minute drive from the park to Montrose. 
Interested TAAS members can contact Dee at taasdee@comcast.
net for more details and to reserve one of the motel rooms.

Astronomy-Minded Host Family Sought for Exchange Student

www.taas.org 
www.taas.org
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

 review and comment. Jim Fordice and 
Karen Keese also received copies of the 
plans for review.

Upcoming events: 

May 16 – New Moon. GNTO will be open 
for general observing and imaging. This 
is spring star party season, and for those 
members not traveling to other events, 
we will have YOUR dark-sky site and ob-
servatory open and available.

May 21 – The GNTO Committee will meet 
Thursday at 6:30 .p.m., in the North 
Domingo Baca Multigenerational Cen-
ter located near Paseo del Norte and 
Wyoming. Any TAAS member interested 
in participating in GNTO operations is 
welcome to attend.

June 6 – Third-Quarter Moon. General ob-
serving.

June 13 – New Moon. General observing.

Don’t forget that the GNTO observing field 
is available for use by TAAS members any-
time. Check the TAAS website for the prop-
er procedure to follow for anytime observ-
ing use. As always, check TAAS_Talk and 
the TAAS website for last-minute changes 
and updates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. Contact me, or speak with one 
of the Committee members. 

GNTO Director e-mail:gnto@TAAS.org, or 
518-225-7077 (cell), 505-717-2601 (land).

TAAS 200 scavengers gather under the dark skies at GNTO.

Jeff Boggs tries out his new scope 

The TAAS 200 Scavenger Hunt was held 
April 18. Host/opener Jim Fordice re-
ported the skies started out at about 80% 
cloudy with gusty winds, but by 10:00 p.m. 
the sky was clear and there was no wind. 
The transparency was average and the 
seeing was poor. In addition to Jim, Dee 
Friesen, Will Ferrell, Mike Molitor, Bob Huf-
nagel, John Wheeler and George Friedman, 
enjoyed a good night of “hunting.” 

Dee Friesen used the loaner 16-inch Dob 
with good results for his Herschel 400 
observations. George Friedman used the 
loaner AstroPhysics refractor on his own 
mount and was pleased with the quality 
of the scope. Bob Hufnagel was testing out 
some imaging equipment. Will Ferrell had 
difficulty with collimating the 10-inch Dob, 
so he used his own scope instead. About 
12:30 a.m. the wind started up again and 
the site was closed at 1:25 a.m. 

Barry Spletzer has since relocated the sec-
ondary and focuser of the 10-inch Dob and 
modified the secondary support to facili-
tate the collimating process. 

An impromptu observing session was held 
May 7, and once again Jim Fordice was 
opener. 

Jeff Boggs and Jim Kaminski took advan-
tage of the opportunity to observe under 
mostly clear skies with pretty good trans-
parency, but not very good seeing. Targets 
for the Jims were globular clusters and 
galaxies. Jeff was trying out his new Orion 
8” reflector. Jim K. reported SQM-L zenith 
reading was 21.5 at 11:00 p.m., which du-
plicated measurements that I took on April 
18 with the TAAS SQM. All-in-all it was a 
pretty good night. The rising Moon termi-
nated observing and the site closed around 
11:30 p.m.

Mike Fuge opened May 9 for the early 
darkness of the third-quarter moon. At 
6:00 p.m. the weather was chilly and windy 
(15–25 mph), and partly overcast. As dark-
ness fell, seeing and transparency were 
fair to poor and sufficient for an hour of 
binocular observing. Although a couple of 
members had earlier expressed an interest 
in observing, they canceled their plans in 
the afternoon. With no members in atten-
dance Mike closed up at 9:30 p.m. 

I received copies of the La Luz Energy 
Center lighting plan from PNM this week. I 
forwarded them to David Penasa for
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This is the third part of our request to the membership to 
help evaluate and guide TAAS Dark Sky Outreach efforts. Please 
refer to Sidereal Times April and May issues for two earlier ar-
ticles. We have also sent an e-mail requesting input from the 
people who have made contributions to our Dark Sky Fund. 
We plan to open discussion on our TAAS_Talk forum to gauge 
the level of interest in reviving TAAS Dark Sky Outreach.

We encourage you to read the excellent article by Julie Ann 
Grimm published in the Santa Fe Reporter on April 29, 
2015, and entitled “Eyes on the Sky, View of the stars is a 
New Mexican natural resource”: http://www.sfreporter.
com/santafe/article-10302-eyes-on-the-sky.html.

The New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act became a law in 
1999. This helps to preserve an essential resource for visual 
astronomy. Most of us can agree, however, that this law needs 
fewer exemptions and more teeth, especially regarding recent 
changes in lighting technology and its increased use in adver-
tising. These new threats, along with population growth and 

while wattage decreases or remains constant. The use of LED 
lighting for billboard advertising and streetlights is increasing 
at an alarming rate. LED streetlights can be very bright, espe-
cially on the blue end of the spectrum. Their lower energy use 
provides an incentive to unnecessarily increase lighting levels 
and number of fixtures. This broad-spectrum lighting will be 
impossible to block using astronomy light-pollution filters, caus-
ing a major impact on visual astronomy and astro-imaging.

The left side of Figure 1 shows the output spectrum of a typi-
cal white-light LED. Note there is a significant peak in the blue 
region of the spectrum, and the spectrum is continuous or 
broadband compared with the narrow bands found in both 
the Metal Halide (MH) and the High Pressure Sodium (HPS) 
spectra. The right side of Figure 1 shows the transmission 
characteristics of a typical light-pollution filter, the IDAS LP2. 
The filter effectively blocks light in most of the emission bands 
created by current street lighting technologies but is virtu-
ally worthless at blocking light from white-light LEDs. 

TAAS Dark Sky Outreach: A Request for Member Feedback, Part 3

expanded areas of housing and commerce, have resulted in 
continuous degradation of the night sky.  We’re like the meta-
phorical frog in a pot of water, blissfully unaware that it is be-
ing cooked until it’s too late. We have a lot of work to do. 

Lighting restrictions are usually expressed in terms of watts, the 
electrical power input, which was an understandable yardstick 
when lighting technology was static. With the advent of LED 
lighting, output in lumens (brightness) can increase drastically 

These real threats are not countered by the New Mexico 
Night Sky Protection Act. We need a vigorous effort to 
amend the act to include regulations based on both light 
output and spectral content or color temperature. With-
out continuous agitation from the dark sky community, 
these and other light trespasses will inexorably increase. 
 
Changes to local ordinances at the city and county levels can 
offer new avenues to protect dark skies. Active involvement in 

Figure 1 left. The spectral output of a “white” LED vs. the output of a Metal Halide lamp 
of color temperature 3000K and a High Pressure Sodium lamp of color temperature 
2000K. Right, the transmission characteristics of an IDAS LP2 light pollution filter.

continued on page 5 . . .
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M13, The Great Globular 
Cluster in Hercules 

Due to subpar weather I’m digging 
into the archives. This image was 
captured on June 25, 2014, in my 
light-polluted Albuquerque backyard 
using a C11 HD Edge at f/10, 
an SBiG ST4000XCM camera, 
operated at -5 ºC and a Losmandy 
G11 mount. An IDAS LP2 light-
pollution filter was also used. A 
total of 14 x 3-minute sub frames 
were obtained, together with flats 
and dark frames. Stacking and 
alignment was done using Deep Sky 
Stacker (DSS) and final processing 
was done in Photoshop CS2. 

Observers can easily find M13 in 
Hercules about 2 1/2º due south 
of η Hercules. It makes a fine 
visual observing target, the perfect 
object to show beginners who 
won’t be impressed by faint bits 
of grey lint. It has a diameter of 
about 23 arc minutes (Wikipedia) 
or 16.6 arc minutes (The Sky), 
presenting a nice view in a 
23 mm eyepiece and my C11.   

M13 is about 145 light-years in 
diameter and is approximately 25,000 
light-years from Earth (Wikipedia).

—Vance Ley

planning for new development may also help to mitigate night-
sky lighting problems. We need to collect nighttime images of 
LED billboards and other examples of problem lighting, along 
with sky quality measurements, so we have the evidence needed 
to pursue an effective strategy to reduce light pollution.

What do you think is the greatest threat to dark skies in NM?
Please send your thoughts on these issues 
to darkskyNM@gmail.com.
(We will keep your comments anonymous.)

Pete Eschman (TAAS member since 1997)
Karen Keese (TAAS member since 2001)

Vance Ley (TAAS member since 2006)
Dan Richey (TAAS member since 1994)

 . . . T A A S  D a r k  S k y  O u t r e a c h
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4
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Alamosa School Star Party
by Trish Logan

The April 28 star party at Alamosa 
Elementary School was a great 
success. The night turned out to be 
perfectly clear, so all the kids and 
their families got wonderful views 
of Jupiter, the Moon, Venus and many 
other stellar sights. Bob Hufnagel did 
double (actually quadruple) duty by 
picking up, delivering, setting up, and 
returning the planetarium and also 
showing off the night sky with his 
scope. Jim Fordice and John Laning 
were out with their scopes, too. It’s so 
wonderful to have that much talent all 
in one place! The school staff members 
always appreciate what TAAS brings to 
the students and their families. 
 
Tom Grzybowski gave his always 
popular comet show and Sigrid 
Monaghan directed the hands-on 
planisphere-making activity. Jim 
Greenhouse lit up the planetarium so 
well that he had several kids who came 
back to see it again. I got to sit in on 
the last presentation and thoroughly 
enjoyed myself, too. 
 
Lynne Olson and I cruised the school 
making sure things were going 
smoothly, but with all the pros at work 
there wasn’t a single glitch. Lynne and 
Jim Fordice took many of the pictures 
here in the newsletter.

Special thanks to Bob Hufnagel for 
all the important additions to the 
planetarium equipment. He has made 
things so much easier to manage. Barry 
Spletzer worked day and night to get 
the new path lights ready for the Open 
Space Star Party and also Alamosa’s 
star party. They are amazing! Barry 
is another member who is always in 
“design and create” mode to make 
things better for the club members and 
our activities.

Constellations inside the planetarium 
dome       photo lynne olson

Bob Hufnagel with interested students.

Tom Grzybowski’s comet demonstration

Tom Grzybowski demonstrates 
properties of dry ice.

Jim Fordice showing off the Moon.

Jim Greenhouse inside the dome. Shoes parked outside the dome

Sigrid Monaghan demonstrates planispheres.
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graphic: astronomical league

ALCON Conference Set 
for July in Las Cruces

by Dee Friesen

The Astronomical League Conference on July 6–11, 2015, is 
being hosted by the Astronomical Society of Las Cruces. TAAS has 
been invited to participate and join in this celebration of amateur 
astronomy. On Friday, July 10, Dee Friesen will give a presenta-
tion on public educational outreach, speaking on all aspects of 
the award-winning TAAS outreach program including school star 
parties, the development of the HandiScope, and solar observing. 
Barry Spletzer and Roger Kennedy will join Dee in the effort.

All TAAS members are encouraged to attend and participate 
in a week-long conference of speakers, nighttime observing, 
and the opportunity to meet other astronomy enthusiasts.

Details are at https://alcon2015.astroleague.org/. 
Contact Dee at taasdee@comcast.net formore details.

Soccer Field Site of Observer SIG Session

by Jim Fordice

On May 13 we held an Observer SIG Observing Session at the 
Ben Greiner Soccer Field. Attendees were David Downs, Dee 
Friesen, Dick Fate, Marion McDonald, Tom Liles, and Jim Ford-
ice. We enjoyed fairly clear skies (for a change!) and watched 
the planets, stars, and constellations appear, as it grew dark. 
We helped Marion learn how to use her planisphere and were 
impressed with how much Marion and Tom learned from Dee’s 
May 8 Fabulous 50 session. We finished up at about 9:45 p.m. 
after viewing a number of Messier objects and double stars.

The Ben Greiner Soccer Field is a pretty good observing site 
despite its location in the city. From the parking lot there are 
no overly interfering lights. Dee noted that, if you move into the 
area behind the dam that is just south of the field, you have an 
even darker area to observe from.

Apparently the gate is left open at night so you can probably use 
the area without making prior arrangements with Bernalillo 
County. If you do want to use the site and are making plans a 
few days in advance, Lynne Olson or Jim Fordice can give you 
contact information for the county officials that oversee the site.

Telescope Loaner Program Report
by Jim Fordice

the taas telescope loaner program has 27 telescopes, 
12 premium eyepieces, 5 filter sets, and numerous other ac-
cessories for members to borrow, all at no charge. As of the 
fifteenth of  May, 19 telescopes and 7 premium eyepieces are 
on loan.

When you borrow an item you will be able to keep it for at 
least a month (The one exception is the Lunt H-Alpha which is 
loaned for two weeks due to demand) but you do not need to 
return it until you are finished using it or another member asks 
for it.

Every item in the program is listed on the TAAS website at 
http://www.TAAS.org/loanprogram.html. If you see an item you 
want to borrow, send an e-mail to the Telescope Loan Coordi-
nator (Jim Fordice) at telescope_loans@taas.org. If the item 
is not on loan you can get it within a day or two. If it is on loan 
and the person who has it is beyond the guaranteed period, the 
Loan Coordinator will recall it and contact you when it is ready 
for pickup. If the person who has the item still has some time to 
use it you will be placed on a reservation list.

If you have any questions about the Loaner Program feel free 
to contact the Loan Coordinator at telescope_loans@TAAS.org.

starBlast
spletzBerg skylight

truss

A few samples 
from the 
TAAS Loaner 
Program

https://alcon2015.astroleague.org/
http://www.TAAS.org/loanprogram.html
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TAAS BOARD MEETING
Thursday, April 2, 2015

Attended by: Steve Snider, Roger Kennedy, 
Trish Logan, Robert Anderson, Mike Molitor, 
Jim Fordice, Lynne Olson, Bob Havlen, David 
Frizzell, Sigrid Monaghan.
Absent: Dan Clark 

I. Approval of Agenda

 No additions made to agenda. Agenda 
approved.

II. Approval of Minutes

 No additions or corrections of the min-
utes. Motion to approve the minutes and  
seconded. Minutes approved.

III. Committee Reports

 A. Education

 [Night Time Education] - Trish Logan
 The Nighttime Education Committee had 

a meeting March 26, 2015. Topics and 
ideas included: 

•	 Division of funds for the Nighttime ac-
tivities and the Solar activities. Motion 
was made to have Dan Clark, Treasurer 
include in his monthly financial report 
to the Board a breakdown of the funds 

used and funds available for Solar and 
Nighttime Stargazing Activities. Motion 
seconded and carried.

•	 Barry Spletzer is making a system of 50 
pathway posts to guide visitors to view-
ing areas at future star parties.

•	 Getting a series of Astronomy Educa-
tional DVDs for viewing when there is 
inclement weather on scheduled Star 
Party nights.

•	 Getting an inexpensive Laptop and Go 
To projector for slide presentations.

•	 Photo signs to direct visitors to different 
areas of activities within a school.

•	 Green Laser Pointers.

•	 Setting aside funds for parts and equip-
ment.

•	 Volunteers for Star Parties including 
astronomy students from UNM with the 
incentive of getting extra credit in their 
course.

[Solar Education] - Roger Kennedy
•	 For March 2015 there were 22 Events 

with 3,905 adults and children.

•	 Total events YTD 49 with 7,246 adults 
and children.

•	 Total planned events/scheduled for the 
year so far is 145.

•	 WAC (Western Alliance Conference) is 
scheduled to have their annual event 
July 29–August 2, 2015 in Albuquerque, 
and it will be hosted by the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History and Science. 
Jim Greenhouse, TAAS member and 
Director of the Planetarium, has asked if 
TAAS would like to do the Cosmic Car-
nival in conjunction with the conference. 
Roger will be doing “Solar” for the whole 
week there. There are some concerns 
that will first need to be addressed in-
cluding more details about the event.

•	 Received a check for $27.00 from Lunar 
Monday for a total of $57.00 in dona-
tions.

 B. Finance - Dan Clark was absent.

•	 Motion made that moving forward, the 
Treasurer e-mail the monthly financial 
report to the BOD members. Motion sec-
onded and carried.

 C. GNTO - Mike Molitor

•	 GNTO committee meeting held March 
26, 2015.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s   a p r i l Sigrid Monaghan

continued on page 9 . . .

Free and Open to the Public
Saturday, May 30, 2015, 7:00 P.M.

UNM Science and Math Learning Center 
My Search for M31

or, How to Make a Picture of a Galaxy in 400 Hours or Less

Shane Ramotowski, Speaker

TAAS General Meeting
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•	 Subcommittee on Inventory Reduction 
determined inventory to be kept and 
those items to dispose of. Items to be 
auctioned will be reviewed to make sure 
they are in working order and determine 
pricing.

•	 Work will be done on the outside of the 
Cosmic Café including steps.

 D. Membership - Bob Anderson

•	 Bob is continuing to send out member-
ship cards and expects to complete dis-
tribution within two weeks.

•	 "Lapse Date" on the cards is for a re-
minder to renew membership. Future 
membership cards will have no date on 
it.

•	 There were no new members registered 
in March.

 E. Publicity/Special Events - Lynne Olson

•	 Open Space Star Party coming up on 
April 25 at Open Space Visitor Center in 
Albuquerque.

•	 There are two General Meetings sched-
uled in May.

•	 Oak Flat First Event of the season will 
be May 23rd. Two areas of the camp 
grounds will be available from 8:30 a.m. 
until when we leave at night.

•	 The two areas will also be available to 
us in June, July, and August.

•	 VLOA - First of the season will be May 8.

•	 Recommendation to switch the TAAS 
e-mail site to Gmail. (To go to Barry 
Spletzer.)

•	 Lynne needs volunteer coordinators for 
the Oak Flat events including openers 
and closers

•	 Need UNM Observatory coordinator.

 F. Others 

•	 Bob Havlen reports on his participation 
in the Central New Mexico Science Fair 
on the 13th of March.

IV. Current Activities

  General Meeting April 4, 2015

•	 Key Speaker will be our own Member 
Dee Friesen who will discuss finding 
things in the night sky with an introduc-
tion to astronomy.

V. Future Activities

 TAAS Events for the next three months

•	 Chaco Canyon Star Party May 15 and 
16

•	 La Vida Llena Event for LVL residents

•	 A United Way Event, April 17 star party 
at Sandia Casino

•	 GNTO Observing May 9

 VI. Old Business

 A. Insurance Coverage

•	 Our Agent (Hilton Stout) with USI Insur-
ance will attend our next meeting to 
present the details of the proposed In-
surance coverage and to answer ques-
tions and concerns.

•	 David will be exploring other possible 
Insurance Companies.

 B. Dark Sky Issue

•	 Motion to revise the membership/renew-
al form to exclude the Dark Sky donation 
box . Motion seconded and carried.

 C. Astronomy 101 Status

•	 Coordination for Astronomy 101 

o Setting up a curriculum

o Putting up a small presentation 
before General Meetings

VII. New Business

•	 Gordon Schaefering has volunteered to 
remove himself from the Board, having 
moved out of state.

•	 Steve presented the name of an inter-
ested TAAS Member who wishes to be 
an active Board member and possible 
candidate as coordinator of Astronomy 
101. 

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

Next scheduled Board of Directors Meeting 
will be May 28, 2015.

Totals:
General $5,488.48
GNTO $7,397.35
Education $9,213.51
Dark Sky $2,178.32
Science Fair $25.00
Special Projects $742.23
Astro League Dues 
(not in total) $640.46
Investments Wells Fargo 
(included in total) $10,000.00 
Major Revenue Total: $1,264.07
Memberships $1,118.95
Donations $145.00
Banquet $57.30
March Interest $0.12
Major Expenses Total: $439.95
Storage Unit $161.00
CenturyLink $26.83
Bob Anderson/Postage $137.20
Mike Molitor/
Rental/GNTO

$34.92

Post Office Box Rental $80.00

Current Previous Change
$25,685.35 $24,801.23 $884.12

Account Summary for April 2015
by Dan Clark

Total Funds on Deposit:

VIII. BOD Remarks/Discussion

•	 Keeping membership to the Astronomi-
cal League (AL) an option rather than 
a "built-in" requirement when joining or 
renewing membership with TAAS

IX. Adjourn
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, June 12. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A p r i l  2 0 1 5

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 238 242 -4
Family 74 77 -3
Education 17 15 2
Military 1 2 -1
Total Paid 330 336 -6
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 14 14 0
Total Members 351 357 -6

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out 
the month before the due date. You will have 
until the end of the month after your renewal 
date to send your membership check. majik-
647flmajik

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.                                                      —Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are deductible 
as charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

GENERAL
Rick Hudson

EDUCATION
Rick Hudson

GNTO
Rick Hudson, Rita Veix,

Peter Wanco, Chuck Wiggins

DARK SKY
Wendy Amai, Gary Carter,

 Rick Hudson, Joseph Kehr,
David Penasa

SPECIAL PROJECTS
Rick Hudson

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Wendy Amai
Asis Carlos

Veronica Garcia
Bernard Krule
Katie McCarty
Diana Odell

Brian Seamans
Michael Soukup
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 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
 Observatory Director  Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim Fordice
Director/ Telescope Loan Coordinator 

telescope_loans@TAAS.org
505-343-1186

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Trish Logan
Director/Education Outreach

education_coord@TAAS.org

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 505-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Schaefering
Director

lordgordons@verizon.net
646-483-9603 (C)



MEMBERSHIP: You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227). Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site. Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership. Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters). 
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at membership@TAAS.org You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out to 
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society or 
give your check to the Treasurer at the next 
meeting.
 
MAGAZINES: Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope and 
Astronomy as well as discounts on books 
from Sky Publishing Corporation are 
available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society. Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check. Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon) 
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size. The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.  
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word 
or compatible word processor; one space 
between paragraphs is preferred.  ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY: Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
  The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
  E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION


