
TAAS General Meeting 
March 7, 2015, 7:00 P.M. 

Science and Math Learning Center 
UNM

Petrologic Diversity of 
Rocks on Mercury

Kathleen Vander Kaaden

Join us for our March meeting, featuring 
speaker Kathleen Vander Kaaden, PhD 
candidate at the Institute of Meteoritics 
at UNM. The topic will be “Petrologic Di-
versity of Rocks on Mercury,” the subject 
of her dissertation and the emphasis of 
her research.

With recent estimates from the X-Ray 
Spectrometer and Gamma-Ray Spec-
trometer on board the MErcury Surface, 
Space ENvironment, GEochemistry and 
Ranging spacecraft (NASA's "MESSEN-
GER"), we now have the first detailed 
chemical analyses of Mercury’s surface. 
This new and exciting information al-
lows us to look at the diversity of rocks 
on the surface of Mercury as well as ex-
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 shot in June 2014 using an old Olympus Evolt 420 with 

a 14–42mm lens.      —Hooman Heyadati
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perimentally investigate the thermal and 
magmatic evolution of the planet. Thus 
far, several geochemical terranes have 
been identified on the planet’s surface. 
Our petrologic classification of these nine 
geochemical regions indicates that Mer-
cury’s surface is chemically evolved rela-

Observer SIG to Hold
Open Session March 10
by Jim Fordice

The next Observer Special Interest Group 
(SIG) meeting will be an Open Session 
on  March 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the North 
Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center 
(7521 Carmel NE). 

We will have some experienced observ-
ers to answer just about any question 
you have. In addition, Jon Schuchardt will 
make a presentation on the Astronomi-
cal League Asteroid Program. The meet-
ing will be in Room 3. Please attend and 
brings lots of tough questions!

 . . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Enchanted Skies 
Star Party in Magdalena 
Friday April 17 through 
Saturday Night April 18
by Judy Stanley

Family-Friendly guided star viewing by 
night with daytime activities. Knowledgeable 
astronomers from New Mexico Tech, the 
Very Large Array, Magdalena Ridge Obser-
vatory, and Magdalena Astronomical Society 
will be on hand for fascinating programs. 
This event is open to all. Purchase tickets 
online at www.enchantedskies.org or at the 
following locations: Magdalena Visitors Cen-
ter, M&M Café, Socorro County Chamber 
of Commerce, and The Very Large Array 
GiftShop. Tickets are $10 per adult/day or 
$15 for both days. Children 17 and under are 
free. 

Space is limited. Dry camp at the dark-sky 
site or book a hotel package in Magdalena, 
NM. What to bring: binoculars, lawn chair, 
flashlight, and warm clothes. Sponsorship 
grant provided by the NM Department of 
Tourism. For tickets, a list of activities, and 
accommodations, go to www.enchanted-
skies.org or call Judy Stanley at 505-515-
5780. Hosted by Magdalena Chamber of 
Commerce.

tive to those of the Moon and Mars, and is 
similar (with respect to SiO2 content) to 
Earth.
Free and open to the public!  See www.
taas.org for map to SMLC and parking.

*************************
 
Kathleen Vander Kaaden is currently 
a third-year PhD student in the Institute 
of Meteoritics (Department of Earth and 
Planetary Sciences) at UNM. She received 
her MS from this same department in 
2012 and her BS in geological sciences 
at Salem State University in 2010. Her 
research interests broadly lie in the area 
of planetary sciences with an emphasis 
on geochemistry and experimental pe-
trology with her dissertation focusing on 
the thermal and magmatic evolution of 
Mercury through high-temperature and 
high-pressure experiments. She leads the 
education and public outreach program 
for the Institute of Meteoritics, visiting 
numerous schools, museums, and librar-
ies across the city to share her knowledge 
on meteorites and the space sciences. 

http://meteorite.unm.edu/people/kath-
leen_vk/

Solar Astronomy 
Outreach
by Roger Kennedy

February 7

During the 2015 STEM Discovery 
Day at the National Nuclear 
Museum, 556 visitors came by 
our area. TAAS volunteers Tad 
LaCoursiere, Asis Carlos, and Linda 
and Roger Kennedy spent the day 
observing and teaching about the 
Sun.

www.enchantedskies.org
www.enchantedskies.org
www.enchantedskies.org
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

Mild weather on February 9 spawned 
an impromptu observing session at GNTO 
led by Jim Fordice. Gordon Schaefering, 
Jim Kaminski, and Jon Schuchardt also 
attended. Jim reported that the condi-
tions were great with almost completely 
clear skies and virtually no wind. “It was 
so calm the papers on my table were not 
moving at all!” The site was closed by 
11:30 as the moon was rising. “The condi-
tions were so good that we could view 
(barely) the Horsehead Nebula and the 
Flame Nebula with Jim Kaminski’s 14” 
Dobsonian.”

Dee Friesen opened Valentine’s Day eve-
ning at GNTO.  He was joined by Jim Ford-
ice, Amy Estelle, Mike Fuge, George Fried-
man, Kurt Sanquist, Gordon Schaefering, 
Alan Scott, Cory and Madison Alden, Will 
Ferrell, and Viola Sanchez.  Although not 
perfect, it was not a bad sky.  Dee report-
ed working on the Herschel 400 list and 
identifying 14 more objects. “The dim-
mest object I saw was NGC 2782, an 11.6 
magnitude galaxy in Lynx.” “The new Casa 
Galactica facility is certainly a wonderful 
place to take a warm-up rest, visit with 
the other astronomers, and plan the next 
few hours of your observing session.”

The February 21 New Moon session was 
canceled due to weather.

At the January 29 Committee meeting 
we settled on some goals and objectives 
for 2015  and made some changes to the 
calendar of events. A subcommittee of Jim 
Fordice, Vance Ley, and Ray Collins will 
look at old and unused hardware on-site 
and identify items for inventory reduc-
tion. Pete Eschman will help with the 
initial phase of this process. Once items 
are identified, they will be categorized 
(trash, sell, etc.) and disposed of. We want 

to improve vehicle navigation at night by 
restoring markers that have deteriorated 
and adding additional traffic indicators in 
key spots. Ray Collins, Dan Rossbach, and 
yours truly will attempt to complete this 
effort. Pete, Vance, Dale, and I, will look 
into installing a few security cameras to 
document any future vandalism.  This is a 
pretty ambitions agenda for 2015 consid-
ering we must continue with normal site 
maintenance and support of GNTO events. 

One action has been completed – the 
height of the north guest pier has been 
reduced to accommodate SCTs or other 
short-tube telescopes. Bob Hufnagel, Mike 
Fuge, and I, accomplished this on Febru-
ary 20. The piers use a Losmandy style 
fit-up, so for a typical Meade or Celestron 
SCT, a transition adapter is needed. Bob 
Hufnagel can produce one for you if you 
contact him. 

The March 14 observing and clean-up 
date has been canceled. Instead we will 
be open three days in March for Messier 
Marathon, March 19, 20, and 21 (Thu., 
Fri., Sat.). We hope that weather will co-
operate on at least one of these dates. If 
the weather doesn’t cooperate in March 
we can still hold a back-up Marathon on 
April 18, but if one of the March dates is 
a success, we can hold a TAAS 200 Spring 
Scavenger Hunt on April 18. 

Committee member Mike Fuge has decid-
ed that he wants to have greater responsi-
bility at GNTO and has become a keyhold-
er. Mike is a welcome addition since we 
need many talented and dedicated people 
to keep your dark-sky observatory oper-
ating. The GNTO Committee is open to all 
TAAS members. Contact me, or speak with 
one of the Committee members. 
     
Upcoming events: 
March 19, 20 and 21. - GNTO will be open 
for the Messier Marathon.

March 26 - The GNTO Committee will 
meet Thursday at 7 p.m., in the North Do-
mingo Baca Multi Generation Center lo-
cated near Paseo del Norte and Wyoming. 
TAAS members interested in participating 
in GNTO operations are welcome to at-
tend.

April 11 – Training date and open for 
observing. Two training programs run-
ning in parallel; one on using the Isengard 
telescope, the other on using the imaging 
telescope and capturing images. 

April 18 - Observing theme: TAAS 200 
Spring Scavenger Hunt. (This will also be 
the back-up date for the Messier Mara-
thon if all three March dates are canceled) 

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. Contact me, or speak with 
one of the Committee members. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@taas.org, 
or 518-225-7077 (cell), 505-717-2601 
(land).Observe    Educate    Have Fun
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Free and Open to the Public
Saturday, February 7, 2015, 7:00 P.M.

Science and Math Learning Center, UNM

Petrologic Diversity of 
Rocks on Mercury

Kathleen Vander Kaaden
Institute of Meteoritics PhD Candidate, UNM

TAAS General Meeting

1 

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Out Front

2 3 Rudolfo Anaya
Elementary School Star 
Party

4 ATM Meeting 5 Board Meeting

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

6 7 General Meeting

8 Daylight Saving Time 
Begins

9 10 Observer SIG 
Meeting

11 12

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

13 14

15 16 17 18 ATM Meeting 19 GNTO NM / Messier
Marathon

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

20 Vernal Equinox
GNTO NM / Messier 
Marathon
Explora Adult Night 
Sidereal Times
Deadline

21 GNTO NM / Messier 
Marathon

Solar Observing
Petroglyph National 
Monument

22 

Solar Sunday
NMMNH&S
Out Front

23 24 25 26 GNTO Committee 
Meeting

27 28

29

          

30 

Lunar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory 

31
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1 ATM Meeting 2 Board Meeting 3 4 General Meeting

5 Easter 6 7 8 9 10

Solar Observing
Inez Elementary
School

11 GNTO Training

12 13 14 15 ATM Meeting 16 17 Sidereal Times
Deadline

Enchanted Skies Star 
Party Begins

18 GNTO NM / Messier 
Marathon Backup

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Open Space Visitors 
Center Star Party

26

          

27 

Lunar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory 

28 Manzano Day School
Elementary School Star 
Party

29 30 Board Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS  – The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).
             – School Star Party
ATM – Amateur Telescope Making and Mainte-

nance. Call Michael Pendley for information at 
296-0549, or e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO – General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Saturday events may be held on the Friday 

before, according to the weather forecast.
GNTO Training – GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM – New Moon Premium Observing Night
NMMNH&S – New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
P & A – UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 

Corner of Lomas and Yale
SIG – Special Interest Group
TBA – To Be Announced 
UNM – University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, 
or e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

A p r i l  2 0 1 5

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

At the Winter Fabulous Fifty 
session,  middle schooler Ivan 
Mackenzie with the telescope used 
by three generations. See page 8.
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Two New Telescopes Added to Loan Program 
by Jim Fordice

i am pleased to announce the addition of two new tele-
scopes to the Telescope Loaner Program. The first is 
Meade 2045 donated by Roger Grimshaw. It is a Meade 
2045 Schmidt-Cassegrain. Specifications are:

Optics: 4” f/10
Focal Length: 1000mm
Tube Length:  10”

Eyepieces:
• Meade MA 25mm
• Celestron 17mm Plossl
• Orion Sirius 10mm Plossl
• Celestron 7.5mm Ultima 

Accessories:
• 12-volt Power Supply
• Red Dot Finderscope

The second scope is a Celestron NexStar 8i Schmidt 
Cassegrain donated by Larry Gerber. Specifications are:

Optics: 8” f/10
Focal Length: 2032mm
Tube Length: 18”

Eyepieces:
• 4mm Plossl
• 6mm Plossl
• 9mm Plossl
• 15mm Plossl
• 25mm Plossl
• 32mm Plossl

Accessories:
• Celestron 12vdc Power Tank
• Celestron 2x Barlow
• Moon filter
• No. 80A Blue filter
• No. 58A Green filter
• No. 56 Green filter
• No. 25 Red filter
• No. 21 Orange filter
• No. 12 Yellow filter
• Light Pollution Reduction (LPR) filter
• Dew Shield

This Meade 2045 has a tracking mount that will hold whatever 
you are looking at in the eyepiece. This scope is great for someone 
who wants to experience viewing without needing to periodically 
move the telescope to keep it pointed at the object of interest.

This Celestron is a fully functional Go-To scope that 
has great optics and plenty of aperture. 

In addition to the two new scopes we have several 
other telescopes that are available for immediate 
loan. Contact Jim Fordice at telescope_loans@taas.
org if you are interested in borrowing a telescope.
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Rosette Nebula 
NGC2237,38,39,44 located in 
Monoceros about 5,000 light-years 
away. 
 
Equipment:AT102ED f/7,iOptron 
CEM60 mount, SBIG ST8300M 
and FW5 CCD camera,
guider SBIG SG-4 and AT72ED f/6.
 
Software:CCDSoft V5.210, 
CCDStack V3, ImagesPlus V5.75a, 
Photshop Elements V9.
 
Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat 
on my backyard patio.
 
Exposure: 12x5 minutes, but only 
7 useable due to focusing brake 
slipping.

Filter Hydrogen Alpha Baader 7nm.

Monkey Head Nebula 
NGC2174 located in Orion 
near Gemini border. Distance 
about 6,000 light-years away.

 
Equipment:AT8RC f/8, iOptron 
CEM60 mount, SBIG ST8300M 
and FW5 CCD camera, guider 
SBIG SG-4 and  AT72ED f/6.

 
Software: CCDSoft V5.210, 
CCDStack V3, ImagesPlus 
V5.75a, Photoshop Elements
V9.
 
Location: 3 miles north of Oak 
Flat on my backyard patio.
 
Exposure: RGB (6:6:6) x 5 minutes 
for a total of an hour and a half.

Astrophotos by John Laning
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Still Absolutely Fabulous
by Tom Graham

The Fab 50 Winter viewing at the Friesen 
Observing Field was a huge success the 
day before Valentine’s.  Nearly 50 people 
showed up to Observe, Learn, and Have 
Fun…all of which took place. Ivan Mack-
enzie, a Jackson Middle School student 
with about as much energy as a small 
nuclear power plant, brought a scope 
that has served three generations. Ivan’s 
grandfather Mark Painfurther, also at-
tending, got it from his father. The photo 
shows them together with the scope. I am 
sure there are some interesting stories 
that scope can and will tell for many more 
years.

It was a great turnout with several TAAS 
members attending to help the newer 
folks navigate the skies. Dee was a great 
host and pointed out the stars with a 
short PowerPoint presentation inside. 
There were several telescopes and binoc-
ular set ups for people to see M42, Jupiter, 
the Pleiades, and other delights.  For fear 
of leaving someone out and the length of 
the list of attendees, I will not mention 
names of all those helping but give a big 
thanks, and we can hardly wait for the 
Spring 50.

Ivan Mackenzie and his grandfather, 
Mark Painfurther, with the family 
telescope that has has been 
used by three generations.
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by Tom Graham

Two school star parties, one week 
apart, at Governor Bent and Longfellow 
elementary schools gave the volunteers 
a look at some great kids and wonderful 
sights in the sky. Bob Havlen, Bob Hufna-
gel, Trish Logan, John Laning, Jim Fordice, 
Gary Bodman, Judy Stanley, Tom Grzy-
bowski were able to make both schools 
events a success. John Myer, Jon Schucha-
rdt, Joanna Berman, and Gordon 

Schafering attended one of the schools. 
Judy brought one of the astronomers 
from down south. Bill and he helped with 
the planetarium. We thank them all for 
the dedication they have to slug out on a 
weeknight with a bright Moon to show 
kids and the public just a smidgen of the 
night sky. It is always satisfying to hear 
the wows and ahhs! 

Governor Bent had at least 200 kids and 
adults come out on a near-perfect night 
and talk with the volunteers and see Ju-
piter, the Moon (always a favorite), the 

Tom Grzybowski making comets,

Bob Havlen making professional 
astronomers, John Laning explaining a space object.

Small boy’s first view of the night sky.

Kids lining up for the new planetarium.

Orion Nebula, a few double stars, globular 
clusters, and also get to see how a tele-
scope works. The planetarium was going 
nonstop and really gave the audience a 
view of things they can only imagine. It 
has some of the same capabilities we saw 
at the last general meeting with the natu-
ral history museum’s planetarium.
At Longfellow we were in the heart of 
Albuquerque but were still able to view 
many objects regardless of light or tall 

buildings. Over 150 people attended 
despite clouds for most of the night and 
an unexpected renegade sprinkler or 
two. That sound going through the pipes 
means only one thing…RUN! Fortunately 
there was no damage to astronomer or 
equipment. The night was a great success!
We also had some of the best Frito pies 
ever made, talked with some young and 
old folks about the sky, and enjoyed 
sharing what knowledge we have and 
just maybe sparked a new interest in a 
child or two. Our next school star party 
is March 3; check out the newsletter or 
TAAS.org for more details.

Astronomy Education Outreach
Two in One Week
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Minutes of Board Meeting of the 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society 

January 15, 2015 
Physics and Astronomy Building, 

UNM

Present: Steve Snider, Mike Molitor, 
Trish Logan, Gordon Schaefering, Rog-
er Kennedy, Bob Havlen, Bob Anderson, 
Dan Clark, Jim Fordice, Lynne Olson

Absent: David Frizzell, Sigrid Monaghan

President Steve Snider called the meet-
ing to order at 7:05 p.m.
 
Requested approval of the Agenda for 
the evening.
 
Welcomed and seated the Board for 
2015: Steve Snider, President; David 
Frizzell, Vice President; Dan Clark, 
Treasurer; Sigrid Monaghan, Secretary 
Directors: Bob Anderson, Jim Fordice, 
Bob Havlen, Roger Kennedy, Trish Lo-
gan, Mike Molitor, Lynne Olson, Gordon 
Schaefering 
 
The TAAS Official Events Calendar for 
2015/16 was approved by the Board for 
distribution and inclusion in the web-
page calendar. Jim Fordice requested 
that the calendar reflect the third-quarter 
moon for GNTO observing and that all 
Open Saturdays be marked for that 
purpose, subject to scheduling of other 
events: 5/9/15, 6/6/15, 8/8/15, 10/3/15, 
1/31/16, 2/27/16, 4/30/16. 
 
Annual Compendium Review: Changes 
to the TAAS Comprehensive Resolu-
tions Document over 2014 were dis-
cussed, reviewed, and approved for 
publication. The changes are included 
in the TAAS Compendium document as 
well. Resolutions affected: M.4, O.11, 
W.5
 
The following additional Compendium 
changes were proposed, discussed and 

approved. The changes will be reflected 
in the update for 2015.
 
E.3 -,Standing Events, 2012 - Resolu-
tion deleted January 15, 2015. This item 
lists four standing events for TAAS that 
are of past dates and no longer relevant 

W.5 ,Conflicting Events, 2007 - Resolu-
tion deleted January 15, 2015.This item 
addresses the publication of conflicting 
events on the TAAS_e-mail list service 
and is no longer needed.
 
W.2 , E-mail, 1999 and 2000 - Update to 
reflect current TAAS conventions. Reso-
lution re-wording approved January 15, 
2015. This item replaces  “TAAS_L” with 
“TAAS_Talk” Google Group and ad-
dresses grammatical errors.
 
O.9, Astrophoto Newsletter and Web 
Pages, 2007 - Resolution deleted Janu-
ary 15, 2015.This resolution addresses 
paper newsletter publication and astro-
photo Web page. These items are ob-
solete and superseded by the electronic 
distribution of the newsletter and the 
astrophoto website. 
 
The Board agreed to review the follow-
ing resolutions and determine if updates 
are needed: 

M.2 - Honorary Membership, date 1994 
- Determine the status of individuals and 
recommend changes. Action: Treasurer
 
M.3 - Complimentary Members, date 
2007 - Determine the status of members 
and recommend changes. Action: Trea-
surer
 
M.5 - Awards, date 2001 - Limitation on 
the number of service awards. Proposed 
change to wording. Action: Jim Fordice.
 
F.5 - License Plates, date 2006 - De-
termine the current quantity and status. 
Action: Treasurer 
 

Dark-Sky conflict - Need to consider 
changes at future meeting: Mike Molitor 
to work details. 

Jim Fordice:  Motion to approve TAAS 
Compendium as compiled by Gordon 
Pegue incorporating the changes above; 
Trish Logan seconded; passed unani-
mously.

******************************

A motion for the appointment of Gordon 
Pegue as Compendium Coordinator 
with the responsibility of maintaining and 
updating the TAAS Compendium and 
Comprehensive Resolutions Document 
on behalf of the TAAS Secretary was 
made and approved.

 
 *******************************

STRATEGIC PLANNING
 

Discussion led by Steve Snider, based 
partially on the Membership Survey 
taken during fall 2014. Four points: Mis-
sion, People, Physical Facilities and 
Tools, Money.
 
MISSION: Our mission is defined as 
charitable, educational, and scientific 
endeavors.
 
Discussion about a younger audience 
and membership:  The question of 
whether the interest should be in sci-
ence or the club was raised with com-
ments that TAAS should encourage 
STEM events for education and promot-
ing science and astronomy and should 
actively include older students in star 
parties, General Meetings, etc., with 
less emphasis on membership. There 
has been success with high school, 
middle school, and elementary students. 
Roger Kennedy noted that Solar Out-
reach has some of the younger TAAS 
members and that the attitude of leader-
ship is very important. The advantages 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Lynne Olson

continued on page 11 . . . 
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of membership are the Loaner Pro-
gram, GNTO, and the vote; all else is 
free and open to public.
 
 Mentor Program: This was tried be-
fore, and the pool of mentors is still 
there. The problem was with schedul-
ing mentors and students, and perhaps 
a more informal approach, introducing 
members to others with same interests, 
would be more effective. 
 
Astronomy 101: Astronomy 101, the 
hour before the General Meeting, has 
always been very popular and was 
mentioned many times in the Survey. It 
was decided to revive this event, with 
perhaps Astronomical League sub-
jects, and the TAAS Fabulous Fifty as 
a quarterly session. There would be a 
publicity effort to find members to lead 
a session and have general astronomy 
expertise. 
Astronomy 101, Observing SIG, TAAS 
Fabulous 50, Monthly Challenge (on 
webpage) all lead to opportunities for 
members to learn more basics.

PEOPLE: About half of the regular 
membership responded to the Member-
ship Survey, which is a very good num-
ber. 
 
President asked if we intend to grow or 
stay the same. Fordice responded that 
just increasing membership should not 
be the goal, but tending the member-
ship that exists. Treasurer stated that 
the number of members has historically 
stayed the same year after year.
 
Recommendations could be more so-
cial, friendly and welcoming, and in 
that line to have greeters at the door of 
General Meetings. Trish Logan and Bob 
Anderson will be greeters for the meet-
ings with the sign-in sheets, in addition 
to Lynne Olson handing out a flyer with 
upcoming events. The Board should in-
troduce themselves at the beginning of 
the meeting and offer to talk with guests 
at the end of meeting. 

FACILITIES AND PHYSICAL ASSETS: 
 
GNTO. La Cocina Galactica Café has 
been completed and is in operation; do-
nated equipment not being used can be 
converted to cash for improvements. 
 
Education: Portable Planetarium ac-
quired in 2014 is in use at school star 
parties, and training on the equipment 
continues.  Need to acquire spare bulb 
in 2015.  
 
Solar Outreach: $2,000 grant from Lock-
heed Martin will be used to purchase 
a CCD camera and supplies for the 
Lockheed Martin-donated printers and 
computers. The goal is to have students 

be able to print out images of what they 
are observing and at some point be able 
to be involved in the processing. 
  
Loaner Telescope Program: Loaner 
Program has 20+ scopes; we need to 
eliminate some of the old and replace 
with more advanced scope. Recently 
acquired are two new scopes that 
track. May request new equipment 
through proposal. 
 
Library: Inventory has been checked 
book-by-book and will be donated or 
sold, as appropriate.  Some valid star 
charts, field guides, and star atlases 
will be kept by Society.

MONEY: Per Treasurer, TAAS has 
$23,000 on hand at present: $10,000 
in CDs, rest on deposit. The Board dis-
cussed plans on how monies are allo-
cated at present and how to disburse in 
the future, using unallocated money for 
mission. A coordinator for the proposals 
will be appointed, following a cash flow 
statement needed for a budget.
 
Action: Treasurer to provide an income/

expense statement for Board to create 
a budget.
 
$2.600 was paid by Treasurer for Ban-
quet expenses.

Dark Sky fund has been inactive for 
some time and will also be discussed at 
a later meeting.
 
A motion to pay for Ray Collins 2014 
award presentation dinner at the Thai 
Orchid was approved.

Timely Minutes should be available at 
the next meeting for Board approval and 
then be published in the Newsletter after 
Board approval.

President noted that the first Board of 
Directors Meeting of the year is a good 
time for strategic planning.

********************************
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

GNTO observatory and the Isengard 
Telescope shot in June 2014 using an 

old Olympus Evolt 420 with a14–42mm 
lens.      —Hooman Heyadati

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, March 20. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 5

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 229 224 5
Family 71 69 2
Education 14 13 1
Military 2 2 0
Total Paid 316 308 8
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 14 35 -21
Total Members 337 350 -13

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out the 
month before the due date. You will have until 
the end of the month after your renewal date 
to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are deductible 
as charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

  GENERAL

Chet Eppert
Eric Jeffries
Frank Delisi

DARK SKY

Eric Jeffries
Esteban Muldavin

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Gary Bodman

Noah D’Antonio

Ollie Eisman

Eric Jeffries

Peter Street
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  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director  Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator         
  Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim Fordice
Director/ Telescope Loan Coordinator 

telescope_loans@TAAS.org
505-343-1186

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Trish Logan
Director/Education Outreach

education_coord@TAAS.org

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 505-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Schaefering
Director

lordgordons@verizon.net
646-483-9603 (C)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word or 
compatible word processor; one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com  for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.                   

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION


