
Our annual dinner and soiree is coming to bring sparkle 
to the New Year for TAAS members and guests.  As in the 
past few years, it will be held at the Eleganté Hotel, which 
gives excellent service to our Society with fine food, lovely 
table presentations, and all the extras we need to offer our 
members a memorable evening.

The schedule for the evening includes:
.  Check-in and social time 
.  Buffet dinner beginning at 6:45 p.m.  A diverse array 
of roast beef, grilled chicken, and vegetables will be pre-
sented, as well as beverages, rolls, and desserts at $20 
per person.  A cash bar will be open until 9:00 p.m. 
.  Election of officers for 2015 
.  Our speaker for the occasion will be Ifan Payne of the 
Magdalena Radio Observatory on the progress of this im-
portant installation. 
.  Drawing for excellent door prizes selected by our Prizes 
Committee 
.  Trivia contest 

I N S I D E

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, New Mexico    87181-0581   www.TAAS.org

The  Sidereal TimesJanuary 2015

(505) 254-TAAS (8227)taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award  •    

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

TAAS Annual Perihelion Banquet
Saturday, January 10, 6:00 P.M.–10:30 P.M.
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Ly n n e  O l s o n

NGC 891, the “Outer Limits Galaxy,” captured on 
November 20, 2014, at GNTO. A total of 15 x 10 min. sub-frames were 
made with an SBIG 4000XCM camera mounted on a Celestron-HD 
Edge 11” with focal reducer operating at f/7 and a focal length of 1960 
mm. The mount was a Losmandy G11. The sub-frames, together with 
dark and flat frames, were combined using DSS and further processed 
using Photoshop CS2. The image was cropped and rotated for 
aesthetics. 

photo: vance ley at gnto

http://www.taas.org
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Ballot For TAAS Officer Election 2015

Listed below are the candidates nominated to serve as officers during the 2015 calendar year.  

Steve Snider, President    

David Frizzell, Vice President     

Dan Clark, Treasurer    

Sigrid Monaghan, Secretary   

___________________________________________________________________________________

TAAS members can participate in the election in three different ways:
.  First, attend the Perihelion Banquet on Saturday, January 10, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. and vote in person.
.  Second,  you can print out, mark, sign, and return the proxy ballot below to the address on the ballot.
.  Third, you can print the ballot, mark, sign, scan and e-mail to  TAAS.rsvp@gmail.com.
We appreciate your response to this request.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Proxy Ballot

I, (please print) _________________________________________, a full (regular) member with voting privileges of The 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society, hereby authorize Dan Clark to cast my Proxy Vote at the January 10, 2015, Annual Meeting 
of the Society, or any subsequent rescheduled date for that meeting,  including,  but not limited to, the electing of officers for 
the corporation.

Signed:___________________________________________Date:_________________ 

Mail the ballot to  TAAS Treasurer 
    6932 Glen Hills Dr. 
    Rio Rancho, NM  87144
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.  Awards to outstanding TAAS mem-
bers for their service in 2014 
.  Harp music provided by Linda 
Kennedy 
 

Please arrive early to check in at our 
reception table  and find your table 
for the evening with friends, old and 
new, as there is no assigned seating.

The information you need to RSVP, 
make payments, and submit your 
proxy ballot for the slate of officer 
candidates is on our website at www.
TAAS.org.  We want to have all of 
these items completed as soon as 
possible to allow the hotel to accom-
modate our needs and our Treasurer 
to monitor the attendance and proxy 
ballots.  

We look forward to seeing you there 
and thank you for helping us make 
this the most successful Banquet ever!

Go to www.TAAS.org for all the details 
and the link to the invitation, ballot, 
and map to the venue. Send any ques-
tions to TAAS.rsvp@gmail.com.

. . . P e r i h e l i o n  B a n q u e t 
N e w s  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m 
p a g e  1

Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

Observe    Educate    Have Fun

At the December 11 GNTO Committee 
meeting we focused on the responses from 
the recent member survey. Questions 16 
through 20 pertained to GNTO.  

Question 16 was open-response style and 
asked members to disclose the reason they 
do not use GNTO.  Out of 119 surveys that 
were returned, 57 (48%) responded that 
they do not use GNTO.  By far the major 
reason given by these members was that 
the time/distance was too long/too far, 
59%. The next highest response was con-
flict with personal schedule 16%, followed 
by not interested or do not live in the area 
14%. Having a closer dark sky 8% and 
cliquishness 3% completes the breakdown.  

The members who use GNTO were asked 
to respond to the next four questions. 
Those who do not use GNTO were sup-
posed to skip these questions.

Question 17 asked about the use of the 
onsite portable ”loaner” telescopes. Inter-
estingly there were 70 responses, which 
is more than the 62 one would expect on 
the basis of question 16. Some 53% said 
they do not use them. Another 44% said 
they use them, or would use them but need 
training. Finally, 3% were not aware of the 
loaner scopes.

Question 18 asked about the use of the 
onsite permanently mounted telescopes. 
There were 75 responses to this question, 
which again is greater than the expected 
number inferred from question 16. The 
responses regarding the use of the Isen-
gard telescope were pretty evenly divided 
between using it, not using it, and want-
ing training. Only 10% use the imaging 
telescope at present, with the remaining 
evenly divided between needing/wanting 
training (46%) and not using it (43%). 

Question 19 was open-response and asked 
users to describe the one thing they liked 
best about GNTO. There were 66 responses 

of which 41% could be summarized as 
dark sky, 31% as the facility and 28% as 
fellowship with other astronomy enthusi-
asts.

The final question, also open-response 
type, asked for ideas on what one thing 
could be done to improve GNTO. There 
were 48 responses. The responses were 
wide-ranging but some common themes 
were: improve the road/lighting 22%, 
more frequent access 20%, improve the 
equipment 10%, no change 10%, and 
training 8%. Some of the remaining in-
dividual responses were difficult to bin, 

e.g., eliminate light pollution, have more 
observing events elsewhere, conflicts be-
tween imaging and observing on the field. 
In the end, there were many good nuggets 
for the committee to consider. 

Three themes seem to dominate the survey 
responses: improve the driving experience, 
increase the frequency and degree of ac-
cess, and provide training for the on-site 
equipment. Through the revised training 
program and the “Anytime Access to the 
Field” program, we have already begun 

NGC 891 is an edge-on spiral galaxy in 
the direction of the constellation Andromeda, 
approximately 30 million light-years from 
Earth. It is believed to resemble the Milky 
Way as it would appear at a similar angle 
and distance. 

As an aside, this galaxy, along with M104, 
M82, M101, Centaurus A, and some 
others that I can’t identify, was shown as 
background during the closing credits of the 
1960s science fiction show The Outer Limits, 
first sparked my interest in astronomy and 
astrophotography. While my recollection of 
the actual episodes is spotty at best, those 
old images, made with Tech Pan glass plates 
and massive observatory telescopes, made 
a lasting impression on me. That we can 
now equal or exceed the quality of those 
images with relatively modest equipment 
continues to astound me.    —Vance Ley

. . . ” O u t e r  L i m i t s  G a l a x y ” 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

continued on page 4. . . 

file:///C:\Users\editor\Google%20Drive\SidTimes\1.%20Jan\www.taas.org
file:///C:\Users\editor\Google%20Drive\SidTimes\1.%20Jan\www.taas.org
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by Dee Friesen

The TAAS Fabulous 50 program is about to enter its third year of 
existence. To make things better for 2015 participants, the web-
site for the program has been revised with new information and 
more advanced notification of events. There are new star charts 
for each season, more photographs of the TAAS Fabulous objects, 
and a tutorial on how to use the free computer astronomy soft-
ware program Stellarium.

The TAAS Fabulous 50 website can be accessed from the left side 
of the TAAS website home page at www.TAAS.org.

Full details of the program will be presented at the TAAS 2015 
Perihelion Banquet January 10. Questions and suggestions can be 
sent to Dee Friesen at taasdee@comcast.net.

to address some of these. So, it is good to know we are on the 
correct course. We will continue to focus on these elements and 
will consider making the equipment training manuals available 
online.

 The driving experience is more troublesome for the committee 
(and TAAS) to address. We are looking into some things that we 
can do to enhance maneuvering in the dark. But, the 6 miles of 
dirt road are likely to remain since they are not TAAS-owned. Re-
alistically it would take many millions of dollars to install pave-
ment and it would involve two county governments and local 
residents. We are a little puzzled at some of the responses, since 
the dirt road is in very good condition and is easily traveled at 
speeds in excess of those posted. Yes, there is dust and one must 
be aware of occasional cattle. But many members repeatedly 
access the site in small sedans without difficulty. We wonder if 
some of the comments are not current, but are based on the ex-
perience of several years ago.

 A related theme is returning home in the dark. Members should 
be aware that they may stay on-site and return home in the 
morning. For scheduled events, overnight stays should be coor-
dinated in advance with the event host/opener or the director. 
Meanwhile, we will be looking into ways to improve the over-
night experience. Potentially, car pooling or caravanning are 

ways to address the issue of returning home after dark. 

The committee thanks everyone who responded to these survey 
questions and took time to offer suggestions. We encourage all 
TAAS members to become actively involved with the operation 
and improvement of GNTO by attending a committee meeting. 
We can always use a hand (or a head).

By the time this is published the December 20 new moon/holi-
day event will have passed.  The observing date for January is the 
17th, and for February the dates are the 14th and the 21st.

The GNTO Committee will meet Thursday, January 29, at 7 p.m. 
The tentative location is the North Domingo Baca Multi-Genera-
tion Center located near Paseo del Norte and Wyoming.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS website for last-minute 
changes and updates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and their guests. Contact me 
or speak with one of the Committee members. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@TAAS.org, or 518-225-7077 (cell), 
505-717-2601 (land).

. . . U n d e r  t h e  D o m e     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

TAAS Fabulous 50 Website Now New and Improved

www.TAAS.org
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Saturday, January 10, 2015, 6:00 P.M.

Eleganté Hotel

2015 Perihelion Banquet
and Election of Officers

Ifan Payne
Magdalena Radio Observatory

Featured Speaker

Reservation Information at www.TAAS.org 

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 5

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS Annual Banquet

Happy New Year!
1 New Year’s Day 2 3 Earth at Perihelion

4 5 6 7 ATM 8 9 10 Perihelion 
Banquet

11 12 13 14 15 Board of 
Directors Meeting
Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory Deck

16

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

17 GNTO New Moon 
Observing

18 19

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S Out Front 

20 21 ATM 22

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory Deck

23 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

24

25           

          

26 

Lunar
Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory 

27 Governor Bent 
Elementary School 
Star Party

28 29 GNTO 
Committee Meeting

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory Deck

30

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

31

www.TAAS.org
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1 2 3 Longfellow
Elementary School 
Star Party

4 ATM 5 Board of 
Directors Meeting
Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

6

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

7 General Meeting

8 9 10 11 12

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

13

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

14 Valentine’s Day

GNTO Observing

15 16 17 18 ATM 19

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

20 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

21 GNTO New Moon 
Observing

22 23 

Lunar
Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory

24 25 26

Solar Observing 
NMMNH&S
Observatory Deck

27 

Solar Observing 
Tingley Beach

28

           

          

 
 

N o t e s
TAAS  – The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).
             – School Star Party
ATM – Amateur Telescope Making and Mainte-

nance. Call Michael Pendley for information at 
296-0549, or e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO – General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Saturday events may be held on the Friday 

before, according to the weather forecast.
GNTO Training – GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM – New Moon Premium Observing Night
NMMNH&S – New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
P & A – UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 

Corner of Lomas and Yale
SIG – Special Interest Group
TBA – To Be Announced 
UNM – University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, 
or e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

PERIHELION BANQUET

THE ALBUQUERQUE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10, 2015

6:00–10:30 P.M.

MCM Eleganté Hotel

2020 Menaul Blvd, NE

Albuquerque, NM

$20.00/PERSON
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While the weather was not the most coopera-
tive we did have a nice turnout for the Double 
Eagle school star party December 2. Fortunately, 
the Moon was very bright and we had Jim Ford-
ice, John Laning, and Lynne Olson at the ready 
with their telescopes focused on the Moon. It is 
still one of the most enjoyed objects by kids and 
adults. They are amazed at the detail and love 
learning a little bit about our nearest neighbor. 

Tom Grzybowski was making comets and let-
ting the kids know all about tails, which way 
they point, and orbits around the Sun. Trish Lo-
gan and Bob Hufnagel ran our new planetarium 
and the crowds loved the new programs we are 
now equipped to present. When you see the An-
dromeda Galaxy and the Milky Way collide and 
learn the explanation, it is very impressive. 

A big thank-you to our TAAS volunteers for 
their dedication and the selfless sacrifice they 
make for our kids. 

Astronomy Education Outreach
December 2014
 by Tom Graham

Lynne just beams at the event

Kids of all sizes couldn’t be happier
 than in the new planetarium

 Jim Fordice keeps warm while wowing the kids

John Laning and his trusty SCT. If you look closely you can even see 
the Moon in the eyepiece!

Scenes from 
Double Eagle

 Elementary
 School

Star Party
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A Cloudy Night, 
Perfect for Observing
by Jon Schuchardt

Let’s face it, our late fall skies have not 
always been pristine. On a cloudy Friday 
night in mid-December, I spent some qual-
ity time with a neglected telescope. You 
may have seen my “baby,” a 12-inch Meade 
LightBridge Dob that I’ve used for about 7 
years now; that one gets plenty of work—
and love. Its dustier sibling is an 8-inch 
Celestron CPC series Schmidt-Cassegrain 
telescope that I won without intent in an 
auction a few years ago (long story, omit-
ted here). I’m told the CPC scope is “awe-
some,” but I’m still learning to appreciate 
its finer points. 

The CPC’s penchant to “take the scenic 
route” to celestial objects only a few de-
grees away has frustrated me since day 
one. While the 8" endlessly rotates and 
whines, I could be looking at that object 

Here are a couple of photos I took this week.  I utilized the 
telescope loan program and got hold of the awesome Lunt 60 
mm H-α scope. The dovetail on the scope did not fit into my 
mount, so I improvised and mounted it atop my Vixen refractor. 
I highly recommend this scope to anyone who is curious about 
solar observing.                                                                     —Corey Alden

Solar Scope User Praises Lundt Loaner

The Lunt Loaner piggy backed on my Vixen refractor Catching some great H-α rays

already in the Dob! After spending a pre-
vious night perusing the reflector forum 
on cloudynights.com, I learned that my 
problem could be the handy “cord-wrap” 
feature. Designed to prevent the power 
cord from wrapping around the tripod legs 
during slewing, this feature, under some 
circumstances at least, promotes it. 

I powered up, used “One-Star Align” with 
the only visible star, Capella, and was 
greeted with “Align Success, CPC ready.” 
Wonderful. With nothing to look at over-
head, I spent an hour getting more familiar 
with the hand controller and immediately 
turned off the cord wrap. The power cut 
off a couple of times, which gave me ad-
ditional practice time with alignment and 
turning off the cord wrap (it annoyingly 
defaults to the “on” position).

I punched in the command for NGC 457 
(the “E.T.” cluster). The CPC slewed to 
what looked to be the right spot, but who 
knows? Cloud cover was too thick to see 
anything in the finder or eyepiece. How-
ever, who cares? It was close enough, and 

most importantly, the CPC did not take 
the dreaded “scenic route.” Turning off 
cord wrap worked! Okay, let’s try M39 in 
Cygnus . . . For the next half hour, I tested 
the CPC’s ability to slew to the right loca-
tions for M2, M27, M57, M31, M36, M42, 
M45, M35, NGC 2158, and so on, which it 
did perfectly (as far as I could tell). Suf-
fice it to say that I had a blast “observing” 
without seeing much more than a crum-
my view of M42. (Of course, it helps to 
know where these objects are in the sky 
without help from the telescope.)

It won’t always be a good night to ob-
serve, but conditions might be ideal for 
other skill development, research, surfing 
the Net, planning an observing session, 
or other activities that will enhance your 
enjoyment of astronomy. For me, it was 
a chance to become more familiar with 
the hand controller for my neglected 
telescope and to troubleshoot a nagging 
problem. How will you take advantage 
of your next cloudy night, perfect for ob-
serving?

cloudynights.com
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, January 23. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 229 229 0
Family 71 72 -1
Education 16 15 1
Military 3 3 0
Total Paid 319 319 0
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 361 361 0

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out the 
month before the due date. You will have until 
the end of the month after your renewal date 
to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Donations are deductible as chari-
table contributions on the donor’s federal income 
tax return. 

GENERAL
Wayne Itokazu

GNTO
Wayne Itokazu

DARK SKY
Felix Cerna
Ed Juddo

Tracy Larock

SPECIAL PROJECTS
Alex Burd

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Marshall Gatten

Brian Ingold

Tracy Larock

David Montoya

Aaron Rupp
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director   Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator   Amy Estelle  505-730-0025  adestelle2000@yahoo.com
  Webmaster    Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 505-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Gordon Schaefering
Director

lordgordons@verizon.net
606-483-9603 (C)

Jim Fordice
Director/ Telescope Loan Coordinator 

telescope_loans@TAAS.org
505-343-1186

Photo

Pending



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word or 
compatible word processor; one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com  for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an

 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.                   
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