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OUR SPEAKER will be Roger 
Kennedy, on “Bringing Solar 
Science to the Public,” some-
thing that he and his team do 
almost daily. 

Roger is well known at TAAS events, New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and 
Science events, library offerings, and 
community sites such as schools, ABQ 
Biopark, and the Petroglyph National 
Monument. He will explain the purpose 
and goal of these appearances and what 
they contribute to the science education 
of the public. An update on current solar 
science will also be a highlight of the eve-
ning. The Sun must consider him a close 
friend by now!

Roger Kennedy’s background includes:

•	 Solar Outreach Coordinator for 
The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society

TAAS General Meeting 
Saturday, November 8, 7:00 P.M. 

UNM Science and Math
 Learning Center

La Mesa Elementary 
School Star Party
Tues. Nov. 4

Bringing Solar Science 
to the Public

continued on page 2 . . . 

General Meeting
Science & Math 
Center, UNM
Sat.Nov. 8
7:00 p.m.

by Lynne Olson 

Saturday, November 8, 6:15 p.m.

REVIVING our popular Astrono-
my 101 series, Dee Friesen will 
present the Winter installment 
of the TAAS Fabulous Fifty prior 
to the November 8 General Meet-

ing at the UNM Science and Math Learning 
Center. 

The TAAS Fab 50 is a selection of 50 night-
sky objects that a beginner to astronomy 
can locate with the naked eye and will 
remember from one observing session to 
the next. The set of four Fab 50 seasonal 
editions will showcase the night sky for an 
entire year.

So, come early and be prepared to see the 
familiar and maybe some new objects!

Astro 101 Returns with  
Winter’s Fab 50

Observers SIG

Wed. Nov.12
North Domingo Baca 
Center 6:30–8:30 p.m.

TAAS and City Give
 Open Space Visitor Center

 Star Party
 
by Lynne Olson

THE EVENING started very quietly, even 
though the skies were clearing beauti-
fully, temperature was very mellow, and 
there was only a slight breeze.

Barry Spletzer delayed his talk on meteor 
showers, but by the time he gave it at 
about 7:30, he had almost a full house 
and an appreciative audience. Trish 
Logan made star charts with children 
and adults, all the while educating them 
about what they would see outside. Kevin 
McKeown gave impromptu star and con-
stellation tours, with competition from the 
Moon. 

Autumn at Albuquerque Open Space
photo bruce meyer

http://www.taas.org
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•	 Outreach educator for The Charlie 
Bates Solar Astronomy Project

•	 Member of the New Mexico chap-
ter of the National Science Teach-
ers Association

•	 Outreach Science Educator, Plan-
etarium /Observatory of the New 
Mexico Museum of Natural His-
tory and Science

•	 47 years of college and high 
school teaching experience

•	 Graduate training and advanced 
degrees from New Mexico Insti-
tute of Mining and Technology, 
West Chester University, Temple 
University, Bowling Green State 
University, and College of the At-
lantic.

*****************
Preceding the meeting, at 6:15 p.m. 
the renaissance of Astronomy 101 
will feature Dee Friesen with the TAAS 
Fabulous Fifty and the Winter Stars 
installment. Come early and enjoy this 
fascinating presentation to increase 
your enjoyment of observing during 
this season. See www.TAAS.org for 
more details.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Observe   Educate    Have Fun

Perihelion Banquet Preview

by Lynne Olson

WE LOOK FORWARD to Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, and the Holidays to be sa-
vored, enjoyed, and shared with families 
and friends in 2014, and we wish you hap-
py times during November and December.
Come January, you will have the opportu-
nity to put some glitter in your new year 
with the annual TAAS Perihelion Banquet, 
a chance to meet up with old and new 
friends in a festive atmosphere.  

This year, the banquet will be held on Sat-
urday, January 10, from 6:00 until 10:30  
p.m. at the Eleganté Hotel on Menaul, 
and plans are already underway for food, 
prizes, speaker, awards, and the election of 
new officers.

Your invitation will be arriving via e-mail 
in the middle of the month with all the in-
formation to reply and attend, but for the 
time being, plan on joining us then—and 
continue to enjoy the beautiful fall weather 
and stargazing!

Loan Program Adds New Items 
for TAAS Members’ Use

by Jim Fordice

IN ADDITION to the great telescope do-
nated Neil Goldberg donated, we received 
a number of accessories from him that are 
now available for you to borrow:

•	 Green Laser Pointer
•	 Orion Edge-On Planetary 6-mm 

eyepiece
•	 Orion Edge-On Planetary 9-mm 

eyepiece
•	 Orion Ultrascope 30-mm eyepiece

The Loan Program has several other tele-
scopes available for immediate loan includ-
ing:

•	 6" Criterion Equatorial Dyna-
scope

•	 Orion 6: Skyquest

•	 12.5" Travel Scope

•	 Celestron 8" SCT

•	 Meade 8" SCT

•	 Orion 6" Star Blast

•	 Meade ETX90

•	 Meade 90-mm Refractor

•	 Lunt H-Alpha (available October 
28)

•	 Astro Tech AT80

Visit the TAAS website and go to the Loan 
Program page to take a look at these items. 
Contact Jim Fordice at telescope_loans@
TAAS.org if you are interested in borrow-
ing an item.

A view of the Sandias from Placitas

 President Steve and Directors Jim and Gordon
 chat with the members.

Lynne “Voice of TAAS” Olson gets a chance
 to do some public astronomy

SCENES FROM PLACITAS STAR PARTY
photos by bruce meyer
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and in Carl Sagan's novel of the same title was 
modeled. Currently the SETI Institute's Bernard 
Oliver Chair for the Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence, Tarter is a pioneer in the search for 
extraterrestrial intelligence and a leader in the 
emerging field of astrobiology.

Tarter's lecture is entitled, ”Are We Alone? 
Searching for Intelligent Life Beyond Earth.”

Tarter is this year’s recipient of the Karl G. 
Jansky Lectureship, awarded by Associated 
Universities, Inc. (AUI), and the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) to recognize 
outstanding contributions to the advancement 
of radio astronomy.

Also the recipient of numerous other awards 
in recognition of her achievements, Tarter has 
been deeply involved in the education of future 
citizens and scientists. She is a frequent speaker 
at science teacher meetings and museums and 
science centers, bringing her commitment to 
science and education to both teachers and the 
public.

The National Radio Astronomy Observatory is 
a facility of the National Science Foundation, 
operated under cooperative agreement by As-
sociated Universities, Inc.

Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

. . . O p e n  S p a c e
   S t a r  P a r t y
    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

THE GNTO COMMITTEE met October 2. We 
discussed early results from the member-
ship survey and decided to table additional 
discussion on the subject for a future meet-
ing.  In planning for 2015, we discussed 
items to target and needs for inclusion in 
the 2015 budget. Items discussed for inclu-
sion in the plan are: café entry, POD loca-
tion/disposition, minor outhouse improve-
ments, security camera, all-sky camera, 
pier adapters, first aid, improved weather 
monitoring, and identification of overstock 
and excess equipment. 

Dale Murray provided a short paper on 
options for site security cameras which 
will be reviewed and discussed at a fu-
ture meeting. Intermittent failure of the 
Ortega building thermostat needs to be 
verified and the thermostat may need to 
be replaced. Ray Collins reported that the 
propane to the Cosmic Café has been in-
stalled and the heater and cooking stove 

are operational.
 David Craft attended his first committee 
meeting. Welcome David.

Other GNTO news: October 18, Jim Ford-
ice, Vance Ley, and I removed some obscur-
ing brush from around the road reflectors, 
and did some other small tasks. GNTO 
received a donation of two photo albums of 
the TAAS 200 from Dan Richey. Dan imaged 
all 200 objects and produced the albums. 
Thank you, Dan. Karen Keese reported that 
the headlight barrier is in need of some at-
tention and that she and Carl Frisch would 
work on it. I donated some sheet lumber 
left from my home observatory project. It 
was delivered to GNTO using David Craft’s 
truck. Committee member Lance Hurt no 
longer has the  time to help with GNTO and 
turned in his keys. Thanks Lance for all 
your past help at GNTO.  

The new moon event date for November is 

the 22nd with a TAAS 200 Scavenger Hunt. 
The upcoming observing dates for Decem-
ber are the 13th and 20th.

The next GNTO Committee meeting is 
Thursday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. We 
plan to meet at the North Domingo Baca 
Multigenerational Center located near 
Paseo del Norte and Wyoming.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. TAAS members are encour-
aged to become involved in using and 
running your observatory. Contact me or 
speak with one of the Committee mem-
bers. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@TAAS.org. Or, 
518-225-7077 (cell); 505-717-2601 (land).

Speaker Will Chronicle Search 
for Intelligent Life Beyond Earth
by Dave Finley, NRAO

Are we alone in the Universe? Is there intel-
ligent life beyond our Solar System? A pioneer 
in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence 
(SETI) will tell about this ongoing search on 
Friday, November 7, at 7:30 p.m., at Macey Cen-
ter on the New Mexico Tech campus in Socorro. 
The lecture is free and the public is invited.

The speaker, Dr. Jill C. Tarter, former director of 
the SETI Institute, is the scientist after whom 
Jodie Foster's character in the movie "Contact" 

The guests, families and adults alike, 
wandered the dark patio visiting the tele-
scopes of Jim Fordice, Tom Graham, Bob 
Hufnagel, Ed Juddo, John Laning, Kevin 
McKeown, Bruce Meyer, Jon Schuchardt, 
and Steve Snider--all of whom shared 
their time and knowledge. The Moon 
was a huge favorite--as many adults had 
never seen it through a telescope--but 
there were also nebulae, galaxies, and 
star clusters in abundance.

We owe a big thank-you, as always, 
to the staff and volunteers of the Open 
Space Visitor Center, who gave us their 
time and smiles, parked cars, greeted the 
visitors, and shared their amazing facility!
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Saturday, November 8, 2014, 7:00 P.M.

University of New Mexico Science and Math Learning Center

Bringing Solar Science to the Public
Roger Kennedy

TAAS Solar Outreach Coordinator

At 6:15 p.m. the renaissance of Astronomy 101 will feature
 Dee Friesen with the TAAS Fabulous Fifty and the Winter Stars

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS General Meeting

1 Open Space 
Visitor Center Star 
Party

2 Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

3 Lunar Observing 
NMMNH&S

4 La Mesa 
Elementary School 
Star Party

5 ATM 6 Board of Directors 
Meeting
Aquarium:
Solar
Observing

7 8 General Meeting

9 10 11 12 Observer SIG 13 14 15

16 Solar Sun-Day, 
NMMNH&S

17 18 19 ATM 20 21 Sidereal Times 
Deadline 
Explora Adult Night

22 GNTO New Moon 
Observing

23           

          30

 24 25 26 27 28 29
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1 Lunar Observing 
NMMNH&S

2 Double Eagle 
Elementary School 
Star Party

3 ATM 4 Board of Directors 
Meeting

5 6 General Meeting

7 8 9 10 11 GNTO 
Committee Meeting

12 13 GNTO Observing

14 15 16 17 ATM 18 19 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

20 GNTO New Moon 
Observing

21 Winter Solstice 23 24 25 26 27 28

28           

          

 29 30 31

N o t e s
TAAS  – The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).
             – School Star Party
ATM – Amateur Telescope Making and Mainte-

nance. Call Michael Pendley for information at 
296-0549, or e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO – General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Saturday events may be held on the Friday 

before, according to the weather forecast.
GNTO Training – GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM – New Moon Premium Observing Night
NMMNH&S – New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
P & A – UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 

Corner of Lomas and Yale
SIG – Special Interest Group
TBA – To Be Announced 
UNM – University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, 
or e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Dave Frizzell 
explains the 
vast scale of 
the universe  at 
Cosmic Carnival 
2014. More on 
page 6.
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Cosmic Carnival 2014 Draws 
Exhibitors and Public

by Lynne Olson

THIS YEAR, TAAS held the Cosmic Carnival 
at the City of Albuquerque Open Space 
Visitor Center on the westside on a lovely 
October 4th day. TAAS thanks the staff and 
volunteers of the Center for  their welcome 
and the beautiful venue.

Exhibitors came from far and near to 
present their aspects of the science of as-
tronomy and were visited by many guests 
from the public: UNM Institute of Meteor-
itics, Alamogordo Science Museum, New 
Mexicans for Science and Reason, Explora 
Science Center, and the NM Museum of 
Natural History and Science. TAAS contrib-
uted astronomy displays in the lobby, their 
new portable planetarium for visits by the 
public, solar observing in the front of the 
Center, talks by Barry Spletzer and David 
Frizzell, and telescope static displays on 
the back patio.

Thanks to all the TAAS volunteers: David 
Frizzell, Barry Spletzer, Gordon Schaefer-
ing, Jim Fordice, Chaz Jetty, Jim Seargeant, 
John Laning, Roger Kennedy, Linda Ken-
nedy, Tom Graham, Trish Logan, Jim Green-
house, Joanna Berman, Bob Hufnagel, Bob 
Havlen, Jim Kaminski, Anthony Martinez, 
and Tad LaCoursiere.

We hope to continue to expand the scope 
of this event and add to the astronomical 
delights to present to the community in 
2015!

Barry Spletzer, fresh from his speaking engagement.

Jim Greenhouse handles planetarium duty.

 Gordon Schaefering in charge of the TAAS display.

UNM’s Institute of Meteoritics folk brought some 
stuff that was out of this world.

Trish Logan 
beams beside her 
new palnetarium.

 Alamagordo’s 
New Mexico 
Museum of 
Space History 
provided 
demos.New Mexicans for Science and reason show off 

astronomy and electromagnetism.

Jim Kaminski projects the Sun for all to see.

The Natural History Museum presented an array of 
astronomical opportunities.
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Lunar Eclipse October 8 taken using my 12" Dobsonian 
telescope with Canon 60Da attached. The scope was not 
tracking as cloud cover prevented me setting up the scope 
earlier on.                                                  —Robin Warnes

by Lynne Olson

THERE IS A HANDY ARTICLE near the bottom of the www.TAAS.
org home page that is updated throughout the year to whet your 
appetite for even more observing during the month. This fun fea-
ture does not appear by magic but has been designed by Dee Fri-
esen for a very long time. It has now been taken over by Gordon 
Schaefering. The October challenge is up and ready, and Novem-
ber is coming soon.

Each month, there is a test for Binoculars, Double Star, Deep-Sky 
Object, and the Challenge Object—think of it as a game for your 
telescope or binoculars. If you combine this monthly observing 
challenge with your GNTO, Star Party, and Observer SIG stargaz-
ing, you are getting quite a workout! 

At the beginning of each monthly general membership 
meeting, TAAS members will be asked to report their observing 
experiences. TAAS members are encouraged to report their 
progress prior to the meeting on TAAS-L. TAAS members are also 
encouraged to suggest objects for observing to TAAS@TAAS.org. 
Check it out on www.TAAS.org and then tell us how you did!

Monthly Observing Challenge
on TAAS.org

Lunar Eclipse October 8 Camera: Canon 650D
Lens: Canon EF 70-300mm f/4-5.6 IS USM
Location: Kapiti Coast, New Zealand    —Edwin Rod

by Edwin Rod

AS WITH APRIL’S total lunar eclipse, Wellington was cloud-
ed out for October’s version. At about 10:00 p.m. I had a 
call from Robin Warnes who said, “It’s clear up here on the 
Kapiti Coast.” I headed up.  As is often the case with Well-
lington’s weather the clouds parted ways at Poriura and it 
was clear at Raumati. Robin had his two 12" Dobsonians 
set up, one for viewing and one for photography. It was 
warm and calm. We had a great view from the backyard, 
and by 11:30 p.m. the sky was amazingly clear. Arriving 
home about 1:00 a.m., I found Wellington still cloudy.

Report from New Zealand: 
October 8 Total Lunar Eclipse

by Tom Graham

CAN YOU BELIEVE it is already getting close to 
the end of the year and our annual banquet? 
It is also time for the selection of officers that 
lead this wonderful organization. As chair of the 
nominating committee I am announcing that we 

are soliciting nominations for President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary. If you or someone you know is interested in one of 
these positions or serving on the nominating committee please let 
the committee know. It is a lot of work yet gives you a chance to 
serve and meet many of your fellow members. Keep looking up.

Call for TAAS Officer Nominations
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by Trish Logan  

EVEN THOUGH the weather wasn't very cooperative on October 
7, the energy level of the kids and families at Ernie Pyle Middle 
School was high. I love the creativity that Jim Kaminski brings 
to our star parties. He had a lighted Moon photo at the end of 
the basketball courts that gave participants the chance to look 
through his scope and see what it would look like if the clouds 
weren't in the way. John Laning had his computer slide show go-
ing with beautiful shots of the Blood Moon last year and other 
fabulous photos. As always, there's no boredom at the field of 
telescopes even without a clear view of the sky. The Moon did 
pop out of the clouds for about 15 minutes and gave everybody 
a chance to see the real, and very dazzling, deal. My favorite mo-
ment was when one little future astronomer at John's scope said, 
"I could just stay here forever!" I have to say that's what keeps us 
all coming back! 

Judy Stanley brought a guest astronomer from Socorro, Dan Klin-
glesmith, to share the planetarium presentation duties with her. 
Joanna Berman gave instructions outside the dome and helped 
to set up and take down the equipment along with Judy, Dan, Bob 
Hufnagel, Bob Havlen, and Trish Logan. We are all still learning 
about the bells and whistles of our wonderful planetarium. Bob 
Hufnagel has added a few of his own to make things easier. 

Bob Hufnagel did double duty with planetarium delivery/return 
and was a classroom presenter of “How Big is REALLY BIG?” We 
sincerely appreciate his truck with the lift on it, because it makes 
loading and unloading so much easier. Bob Havlen spoke and 
gave a slide show presentation about constellations and other 
night- sky objects, and Tom Grzybowski gave a demonstration 
of “All About Comets.”  The classroom groups were small but 
interested. Approximately 85 people were in attendance for the 
evening.

La Mesa Elementary School is next on the schedule, and the 
TAAS Educational Outreach committee welcomes anyone who 
would like to add a little spice to their life by joining us. It's 
amazing how energizing it is to be around kids and adults who 
are excited about what they are seeing and learning—not to 
mention just plain FUN!! 

Bob Hufnagel—How big is REALLY BIG ??

I could just stay here forever!!!

 Joanna Berman ushers eager kids and parents into the new 
planetarium

Bob Havlen 
teaching about 
constellations.

Creativity on View at at Ernie Pyle 
Middle School Star Party

Jim Kaminski’s 
scope offers some 
terrestrial viewing 
before dark for 
student and 
parent.
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NGC6888, known as the 
Crescent Nebula in Cygnus is cre-
ated by a massive hot star called a Wolf-
Rayet star (so designated after two French 
astronomers who observed such stars’ 
unusual spectra in 1867). The stellar wind 
is so powerful it makes any gas nearby 
shine in Hydrogen Alpha Light. This star 
should go supernova in the next million 
years or so.

Equipment: Explore Scientfic AR152 
f/6.5, iOptron CEM60 mount, SBIG 

ST8300M CCD camera and FW5, Autogu-
ided by SBIG SG-4 and AT72ED f/6. 

Exposure: 18 x 5-minute Hydrogen Alpha 
(7nm), 3 x 5-minute Red, Green, and Blue 
for total of 2 hours and 15 minutes.

Software: CCD Soft V5, CCDStack 
V2,ImagesPlus V5.75a, Photoshop Ele-
ments V9.

Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat on my 
backyard patio early in October 2014.

    —John Laning
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Solar Astronomy Outreach October 2014
by Roger Kennedy

WE PROVIDED 
three programs at 
the ABQ Biopark 

Botanic Garden to a 
total of 461 visitors.

Irais Olvera-Strong enjoys teaching the children about energy 
transformations. The smaller crowd at North Valley gave her more time 
for the activities.

Tad LaCoursiere, a UNM NMMNH&S  workstudy student, makes as 
many events as his class schedule permits.

Jeff Boggs joined our solar crew at North Valley Library reopening.

Jeff Boggs sets up his white-light scope while Linda and Roger use 
the two Lunt H-a scopes with the video system. We have found that 
the monitor works best under a canopy. Three events at NMMNH&S 
reached 598 visitors.

Anthony Martinez, Jim Kaminksy, Tad LaCoursiere, Linda, and Roger provided solar 
observing at Cosmic Carnival at the Open Space Visitor Center. We try to set up 
there at least 5 times a year.

continued on page 14 . . . 



The Sidereal Times November 2014

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 11

Impromptu Solar Eclipse Party
 Dazzles in T or C

by Trish Logan

A FRIEND of mine and I spent a couple of 
days at Riverbend Hot Springs in Truth 
or Consequences last week, and I took my 
6" StarBlast with a Mylar filter to watch 
the eclipse. I set it up on the sidewalk, 
and as a happy coincidence, a couple from 
Colorado who were camped across the 
street asked if they could set up their H 
Alpha scope too. 

The two scopes set up in daylight 
attracted the attention of many passersby 
who stopped to have a look. I brought 

along some eclipse viewing glasses to 
share with the interested folks. We had 
about 25 people, who were dazzled by 
the eclipse and the sunspots from the 
perspective of both scopes, and a couple 
of very nice prominences that were visible 
through the H Alpha. 

What a wonderful time we all had! I met 
some very interesting people who had 
never looked through a telescope, much 
less at an eclipse. One amusing note was 
that the local police saw the crowd and 
stopped to see if there was a problem. The 
two men started out with very serious 
faces, then joined the party and left with 
smiles. 

Partial Solar Eclipse, October23, 2014Dan and Liz from Colorado Father and son

Amazed policeman viewing first eclipse

Liz with an observer

Trish and Liz

Mikey May ready to observe the eclipse safely
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The Cocoon Nebula, Sh2-125, and the cluster IC5146, captured on 
September 28, 2014, at GNTO. This nebula and cluster are approximately 4,000 
light-years away in the constellation Cygnus, about 2º 19’ southwest of pi Cygni 
and 3º 32’ southeast of M39. The nebula covers an angle of about 12’, equivalent 
to about 14 light-years. The dark nebula Barnard 168 can barely be seen inter-
secting the emission nebula on the left side. The image is oriented south-up.

A total of 18 x 10-minute sub frames were made with an SBIG 4000XCM cam-
era mounted on an 11” Celestron HD Edge operating at f/7 and 1960-mm focal 
length. The mount was a Losmandy G11. Guiding was performed using the in-
camera guiding chip and CCDSoft. Processing was done with DSS and Photo-
shop.

—Vance Ley
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Our two-day visit to Kennedy Middle School provided 14 class lessons about the Sun 
and the solar system to 431 students and staff.

Jim  Kaminsky gets some help with his solar projection scope at Placitas Library 
before the star party. Some 66 visitors stopped by the scopes to learn about the Sun, 
our closest star.

An international eclipse ogranization held a four day conference at the National Solar 
Observatory in Sunspot, NM. Linda and Roger provided solar observing for two 
days.  Roger gave a presentation on how TAAS brings solar science to the public.  

The video system was a big hit with the conferees. Mike Molitor explained the techni-
cal details.

We visited 17 science  classes at Ruidoso High School over two days. A total of 426 
students and staff saw the largest sunspot of Solar Cycle 24.

TAAS Solar Astronomy Outreach  held 18 
events in October reaching over 2,700 chil-
dren and adults. In 2014, TAAS volunteers 

have provided 148 solar events to over 
23,300 people. 

. . . S o l a r  A s t r o n o m y  O u t r e a c h
    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0
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W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Jeremy Adams

Richard Brown

Getachew Gobena

Jack Slater

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, November 21. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 235 231 4
Family 70 68 2
Education 16 16 0
Military 4 4 0
Total Paid 325 319 6
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 367 361 6

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out the 
month before the due date. You will have until 
the end of the month after your renewal date 
to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are 

deductible as charitable contributions on the 
donor’s federal income tax return. 

GENERAL

Richard Schiek

DARK SKY

Getachew Gobena

Albert Seargeant
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director   Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator   Amy Estelle  505-730-0025  adestelle2000@yahoo.com
  Webmaster    Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 505-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362

Jim Fordice
Director/ Telescope Loan Coordinator 

telescope_loans@TAAS.org
505-343-1186



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word or 
compatible word processor; one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com  for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.                   

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION


