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Oak Flat Public
Star Party

Sat. Aug. 30
Dusk until Late

taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award  •    since 1959

Observe—Educate—Have Fun
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TAAS is pleased to return to the Museum 
of Natural History Planetarium for an-
other meeting, this time featuring TAAS 
member John Laning speaking on “Deep-
Sky Imaging and Processing”—a subject 
of high interest to all budding astropho-
tographers and to all who want to know 
how the amazing pictures of our uni-
verse are produced. The talk will include 
slides of the equipment used in deep-sky 
imaging and will discuss the software 
programs used to process the 20+ deep-
sky images that he will comment on. 

by Lynne Olson
 

Join us at Oak Flat Picnic Grounds 9 miles south of 
Tijeras on SR #337 to enjoy the dark skies of the 
Cibola National Forest—the Milky Way, the Sum-
mer Triangle, Mars and Saturn—as fall nears.  We 
hope to be able to add a little solar observing to 
the pre-star-party mix.

Sunset will be about 7:30 p.m., so come early to 
get parked and oriented in the daylight and talk 
with the TAAS astronomers as they set up their 
telescopes of all types. They look forward to ex-
plaining anything you are interested in, so bring 
your curiosity and questions. Red headlamps or 

Oak Flat Public Star Party! 
Saturday, August 30—Dusk Until Late

TAAS General Meeting 
Saturday, September 6, 7:00 P.M. 

Planetarium at the NM Museum Of 
Natural History and Science

Lowell Elementary
School Star Party

Tues. Sept 9
Category 1

Observers SIG
First Meeting

Wed. Sept. 10
North Domingo Baca 
Center 6:30–8:30 p.m.

New Observers Special 
Interest Group Forming

by Lynne Olson

THIS NEW Special Interest Group (SIG) will 
be a great resource for TAAS members who 
joined to learn about observing the skies 
above.

The main goals of the once-a-month gath-
erings are these:

•Provide a resource for members to 
understand observing techniques and 
tools. 

continued on page 2. . . 

New Observers SIG will meet Wednesday, 
September 10, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
North Domingo Baca Multi-Generational Center, 
7521 Carmel Ave. NE.

flaming star nebula, IC405,
 captured in december 2013

by John Laning

Deep-Sky Imaging and Processing

http://www.taas.org


The Sidereal Times August 2014

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 2

This will also be International Observe 
the Moon Night, and the NM Museum of 
Natural History and Science has a pro-
gram planned in their facility .There will 
be activities following the TAAS meeting 
involving lunar viewing in the observa-
tory above the planetarium, weather 
permitting. You may enter through the 
main doors for this event.

Please join us for a very astronomical 
evening and take time to meet other 
members and get to know what TAAS is 
offering in the coming months.

John Laning's college career was at Sier-
ra College (AA) ,Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
and Stanislaus State (MA) Astronomy. 
He worked as a satellite engineer for 
Lockheed Martin for 18 years, retiring in 
1999. He has been a member of TAAS for 
almost 15 years, involved with our com-
munity outreach at most public events 
and was the recipient of the important 
TAAS Isengard Award for 2013.

This event is free and open to the public. 
See www.TAAS.org for details and a map.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

. . . O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y        
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Observe   Educate    Have Fun

flashlights are requested, so as not to ruin 
night vision as darkness falls and observ-
ing begins.

We look forward to seeing the public and 
members alike and welcome any questions 
you may have at TAAS@TAAS.org. 
 
See www.TAAS.org for full details and map.
See you there!

by Tom Graham

CAN YOU BELIEVE it is al-
ready getting close to the 
end of the year and our 
annual banquet? It is also 

time for the selection of officers that lead 
this wonderful organization. As chair of 
the nominating committee I am announc-
ing that we are soliciting nominations for 
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary. If you or someone you know 
is interested in one of these positions or 
serving on the nominating committee 
please let the committee know. It is a lot of 
work yet gives you a chance to serve and 
meet many of your fellow members. Keep 
looking up.

Coming to Open Space:
Cosmic Carnival

 

Saturday, October 4, Noon to 5:00 P.M. 
Visitor Center, Open Space—Off Coors

by Lynne Olson

THIS YEAR, The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society will sponsor the Cosmic 
Carnival in collaboration with the City of 
Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center at 
its wonderful venue off Coors Boulevard 
between Paseo del Norte and Montaño.

Booths will be set up both inside and out-
side of the main building for the invited 
exhibitors from local laboratories, schools, 
and STEM organizations.

Solar observing will be available during 
the entire event. Telescopes of all types 
and sizes will be exhibited, and members 
of TAAS will be on hand to answer your 
astronomy questions. 

Please join us for this annual celebration of 
astronomy and related sciences in a venue 
that you will be delighted to discover for 
the first time—or again! 

TAAS encourages its members to help 
with display setup and breakdown, to 
bring telescopes and monitor them, and 
to answer questions from visitors. Please 
contact David Frizzell at david.w.frizzell@
gmail.com if you would like to join in!
See www.taas.org for details and map, and 
address any questions to TAAS@TAAS.org.

•Encourage the recording of observa-
tions, identifying different methods. 
Explain how to use an observing plan 
to make observing more productive, 
addressing different approaches. 

•Discuss how to complete some of the 
Astronomical League observing pro-
grams. 

•Practice observing under the guid-
ance of experienced skygazers.

At each meeting, the group will focus on a 
particular theme, addressing both general 
and introductory topics, and also more 
intermediate topical subjects, with a mix of 
verbal and hands-on approaches.

****************************
The first Observers SIG will meet on 
Wednesday, September 10, from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the North Domingo Baca 
Multi-Generational Center at 7521 Carmel 
Ave. NE (just north of Paseo del Norte and 
west of Wyoming), Room #6 on the 2nd 
Floor. This session will focus on “Observing 
with Binoculars,” starting inside and hope-
fully moving outside for actual observing. 
There will be several types of binoculars at 
the meeting—feel free to bring your own 
and your questions!

Please contact Jim Fordice at jim@fordice.
net or 505-343-1186, if you need more 
information.

. . . N e w  O b s e r v e r s  S I G          
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Call for TAAS Officer
 Nominations
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

THE JULY 26 new moon event was clouded 
out. Alan Scott reported that, at 7:30 the 
“skies were 80% to 90% clouds, and the 
sucker holes had high, wispy junk over 
them. There was also a beautiful, menac-
ing thunderhead to the east headed our 
way.” Including Alan, six hopefuls made 
their way to GNTO and “chatted for about 
an hour.” The gate was again locked about 
8:45 p.m. Alan reports further, “On the 
drive home north across the mesa, I did see 
about 12 bonfires a half mile to the east. 
Called 911. About 10 fire trucks passed the 
diner, where I was having a cup of coffee.” 

At the July 31 committee meeting, Ray 
reported that the Cosmic Café is proceed-
ing toward completion, with only vacation, 
weather, and sufficient spare time pre-
venting the installation of the final details. 
From my own observation the place looks 
very nice and will serve TAAS well in the 
future. The TAAS/GNTO picnic on August 
23 will offer everyone an opportunity to 
check out Ray’s handiwork. Several com-
mittee members volunteered to obtain the 
traditional picnic items. 

Pete gave the status of his investigation 
on how a 911 emergency call would be 
handled. Additional investigation and 
conversations with the state police are 
needed before we can close this topic. In-
vestigation of the site power converters 
and control is complete. Vance is working 
on an electrical schematic to document the 
findings. Investigation and documentation 
of the power distribution still needs to be 
done, but this should be less complex and 
easier to accomplish. Vance reported that 
our imaging system is working smoothly, 
and with a little training any member 
can capture great astrophotos. I reported 
that the GNTO piggy bank received $186 
in anonymous donations over the past 
few years. We have opener/hosts for the 
scheduled GNTO events through October 
25. Dale said that his investigation into im-
proving site security was proceeding and 
that he would probably have something for 

the committee to consider by the October 
meeting. 

I reported that the expansion at the Belen 
airport and the new La Luz Energy Center 
power plant have received all government 
approvals. These projects are located on 
the west mesa north of GNTO and will im-
pact travel to GNTO in 2015/16. Related 
to our site emergency medical plan, we 
kicked around the notion of having a bea-
con or strobe that would aid responders in 
locating and getting to GNTO. We started 
our planning for 2015. Those present 
at this meeting identified six items that 
should be considered for action. Also, we 
wjll review the feedback from the TAAS 
member survey for other items to include 
for consideration.

I have taken on the role of 
TAAS/GNTO representa-
tive on the PNM Commu-
nity Advisory Committee 
for the La Luz Energy 
Center. This committee 
communicates between 
PNM and the residents of 
the mesa and holds quar-
terly meetings. I am hope-
ful that we can obtain a 
copy of the site lighting 
plan this year and review 
it for dark-sky lighting 
principles.

GNTO will be open Sep-
tember 13. This is a 3rd-
quarter moon event.

September 20 we will have 
training on the use of the 
C14 imaging telescope and 
camera, as well as on the 
16-inch Isengard telescope. 
This is also a new moon 
event date. 

The new moon event date 
for October is the 25th. 

The next GNTO Committee meeting is 
Thursday October 2 at 7 p.m. Location 
TBD.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last minute changes and up-
dates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. TAAS members are encour-
aged to become involved in using and 
running your observatory. Contact me, or 
speak with one of the Committee mem-
bers. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@TAAS.org. Or, 
518-225-7077 (cell); 505-717-2601 (land).

Saturn, captured July 25, 2014, from GNTO. I’m just 
starting out in planetary imaging, so I was pleased to get this 
“half-ways decent” image. Previous attempts from home—
shooting over the roof of my house—didn’t end nearly as 
well. I made this shortly after sunset while the seeing was 
pretty “sub-stellar,” using my C11 Edge at f/10 (2800 mm) 
and an ASI 120-mm camera with color filter wheel.
 I made one-minute videos of each color and combined 
them using Registax 6. The final image was assembled 
in Photoshop CS2. I found the blue image to be the most 
noisy and, because I had to use a slower shutter speed, 
I had fewer frames. So next time, I’ll specify a number of 
frames—at least 1,000—rather than a fixed time. 

       —Vance Ley
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Saturday, September 6, 2014, 7:00 P.M.

Planetarium at the NM Museum of Natural History and Science

Deep-Sky Imaging and Processing
John Laning, Astrophotographer

TAAS Isengard Award Recipient

International Observe the Moon Night
 activities after the meeting

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS General Meeting

1 2 3 ATM 4 Board of Directors 
Meeting

5 Observe the Moon 
Night, El Dorado 
High School

6 GNTO Fall 
Cleanup

General Meeting

7 8 9 Lowell Elementary 
School Star Party

10 Observers SIG 11 12 13 GNTO General 
Observing

14 15 16 17 ATM 18 19 Explora Adult 
Night

 20 GNTO NM

Okie-Tex Star Party 
9/20-9/28

21 Solar Sunday 
NMMNH&S

22 23 Fall Equinox 24 Enchanted Skies 
Star Party
9/24–9/27

25 26 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

27 Open Space 
Visitor Center Solar 
Observing
Oak Flat 
Star Party

28         

          

 29 30
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N o t e s
TAAS  – The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).
             – School Star Party
ATM – Amateur Telescope Making and Mainte-

nance. Call Michael Pendley for information at 
296-0549, or e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO – General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Saturday events may be held on the Friday 

before, according to the weather forecast.
GNTO Training – GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM – New Moon Premium Observing Night
NMMNH&S – New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
P & A – UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 

Corner of Lomas and Yale
SIG – Special Interest Group
TBA – To Be Announced 
UNM – University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, 
or e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 ATM 2 GNTO Committee 

Meeting
3 4 Cosmic Carnival

5 6 7 Ernie Pyle Middle 
School Star Party

8 9 Board of Directors 
Meeting

10 11General Meeting

12 13 14 15 ATM 16 17 Explora Adult 
Night

18 Placitas Star 
Party

19 20 21 22 23 Partial Solar 
Eclipse, Southern 
NM

24 Chaco Canyon 
Star Party
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

25 Chaco Canyon 
Star Party

GNTO New Moon 
Observing

26 Chaco Canyon 
Star Party
          

 27 28 29 30 31

Stellafane Observatory, National Historic Landmark built 
in 1924 at Breezy Hill, Springfield, Vermont. See story 
on page 9.

One of a wide variety of telescopes seen at the 
2014 Stellafane Convention. More on page 9.
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Solar Outreach
on Tour

by Roger Kennedy

THE SOLAR CREW provided 15 outreach 
events from late July through late August, 
most of them during our travels through 
Washington state:

Albuquerque Botanic Garden Summer 
Camp
Lynnwood, WA, library
Oak Harbor, WA, library
Arlington, WA, library
Mill Creek, WA, library
Stanwood, WA, library
Coupeville, WA, library
Lake Stevens, WA, library
San Juan Elementary School, Española, NM
Marysville, WA, library
Edmonds, WA, library
Clinton, WA, library
Sultan, WA, library
Mt. Rainier National Park, WA

TAAS volunteers Dave Ray, Tad 
LaCoursiere, Asis Carlos, and Roger and 
Linda Kennedy brought the wonders of 
the Sun to over 1,000 people in this time 
frame. So far this year, our outreach total 
exceeds 19,000 people.

We hope all will join us for the October 
TAAS general meeting where we will 
discuss our outreach activities and 
updates on current solar science. There 
will be a partial solar eclipse in Southern 
New Mexico on October 23.

Monica Jackson, formerly of Southern New 
Mexico, hosted us in Lake Stevens, WA. 
We brought her some Hatch green chili as 
a treat. This display has the EPA Sunwise 
educational program about UV light on one 
side and our STEM activity on solar energy 
transformations on the other.

Timmy and Roger greeted an eager Boys/
Girls Club group. We observed the sun with 
the 80-mm H-alpha and white-light scopes, 
then Linda helped them make UV bead 
bracelets.

This was the flyer the Sno-Isle Library 
System of Snohomish and Island counties, 
Washington, displayed promoting our events. 
Everyone was very appreciative that we 
came all the way up from Albuquerque to 
provide this program. Most of the libraries 
were in small rural towns. On two occasions, 
we had members of the local astronomy club 
join us.

We provide current understanding of the 
Sun, and the Sun-Earth system. Here Roger 
discusses the difference between a solar 
prominence, filament and flare. This table 
also has information about the solar cycle on 
the other side.

Another aspect of our outreach is providing 
each child (and maybe adults if they are 
good) with a pair of solar shades. The 
glasses were provided by Steve Ramsden of 
the Charlie Bates Solar Astronomy Project 
out of Atlanta.
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The “Spletzberg Skylight”
Dobsonian Latest Addition

to TAAS Loaner
Collection

by Jim Fordice

I AM PLEASED to announce the most recent addition to the TAAS 
Telescope Loaner Program. Neil Goldberg, a longtime TAAS mem-
ber, has donated his Speltzberg Skylight 10" Dobsonian f/4.5. 
The scope acquired the name “Spletzberg Skylight” after Barry 
Spletzer rebuilt the scope with Neil to be lighter and easier to use. 
The package that comes with the telescope was also donated by 
Neil and includes:

•	 Sirius 32-mm Plossl eyepiece

•	 Sirius 17-mm Plossl eyepiece

•	 Sirius 6.3-mm Plossl eyepiece

•	 Orion Optiluxe 40-mm (2") eyepiece

•	 Telrad

•	 Red Flashlight

•	 White/Red LED Headlamp

•	 Silva Polaris Compass

•	 Mini-Night Sky Planisphere

This is a very nice package that is quite portable and will give 
you an excellent introduction to a Dobsonian Telescope. Contact 
Jim Fordice at telescope_loans@taas.org if you are interested in 
borrowing it.

Neil also donated a collection of Orion1.25" filters that includes:

•	 UltraBlock

•	 25% Moon Filter

•	 13% Moon Filter

•	 Variable Polarizer

•	 #58 Green

•	 #15 Yellow

•	 #80A Blue

•	 #25 Red

If you have been looking to try some filters on your telescope 
this is an excellent opportunity. The loan program has two other 
sets of 1.25" filters and a set of 2" filters.

The Loan Program has several other telescopes available for im-
mediate loan including:

•	 6" Criterion Equatorial Dynascope

•	 Meade 8" SCT

•	 Orion 6" Star Blast

•	 Meade ETX90

•	 Celestron 8" SCT

•	 Orion 12x63 Mini Giant Binoculars with a mirror 
mount
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by Bruce Meyer

APPARENTLY, the astronomy gods like new 
telescopes.

Forecasters had predicted overcast skies 
on the night of Wednesday, August 20. But 
aside from a touch of haze and a few thin 
streamers of cloud, the evening turned out 
to be clear as former TAAS president Dee 
Friesen hosted a “First Light” party at his 
home in Sandia Heights.

The object being celebrated was an Orion 
XT8i Dobsonian scope recently purchased 
by TAAS member Bruce Meyer, as a birth-
day present for himself.

Along with Dee and Bruce, those attending 
included TAAS members Barry Spletzer, 

Bruce, Lynne, Dee, Charlie, Jim Fordice, 
Gordon, Jim K., and Will. Barry behind 
the camera.

NGC6992, part of the Veil complex. This photograph was taken using 
a Meade 480-mm f/6 APO triplet at prime focus and a modified Canon T2i 
camera. It is a stack of 30 four- minute exposures. It was processed using Deep 
Sky Stacker and Adobe Lightroom 5.5. 

—Dale Murray

Lynne Olson, Charlie Mullen, Jim Fordice, 
Gordon Schaefering, Jim Kaminski, and 
Will Ferrell.

While Jim K. instructed Bruce (still very 
much on the astronomical learning curve) 
on collimating the scope and locating such 
objects as M33, M8, M31, and various dou-
ble stars, the others enjoyed what proved 
to be an excellent evening of observing.

Lynne had brought a bottle of Prosecco, 
and the party climaxed with the traditional 
smashing of said bottle over the prow of 
the scope. (Not really – the wine was con-
sumed with enthusiasm.)

New Telescope Celebrated with “First Light” Party
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by Francis J. O’Reilly

In late July, I attended the 2014 annual 
convention of the Springfield Telescope 
Makers in Springfield, Vermont. Known as 
“Stellafane,” this convention has been held 
almost every year since 1926. There were 
about 1,300 attendees, many of whom 
brought telescopes, both commercial and 
homemade.

Telescope Makers Gather in Vermont
Wide Variety on Display

 The four-day convention began with a 
seminar conducted by the Antique Tele-
scope Society on observing binary stars. 
The use of filar micrometers in measuring 
separations of binary star systems was 
extensively discussed and an original Clark 

filar microm-
eter belonging 
to Magdalena, 
New Mexico, 
resident John 
Briggs was 
demonstrated 
by Allen Hall, 
who had 
recently re-
stored it, and 
Dick Parker, 
an expert on 
the subject. 

On Friday and Saturday afternoons, there 
were numerous hour-long lectures on subjects 
from beginning observing to radio astronomy 
by amateurs. Friday night brought a competi-
tion where amateur opticians were judged by 
the quality of their optics. There were ten en-
tries and as a judge, I can attest that all were 

excellent. On Saturday morning there was a 
swap shop and, later, exhibitions of amateur 
made telescopes as well as a competition 
where the entrants competed for the title of 
Best Mechanical Design and Best Craftsman-
ship of their telescopes. Several other awards 
were given for non-telescope projects.
 
On Saturday evening the convention had its 
annual program, with raffles, a memorial for 
John Dobson, and a guest lecture by Chris-
tina Dunn of the European Extremely Large 
Telescope project speaking on the process 
of fabrication of the primary mirrors for the 
telescope.
 

There were many 
other programs and 
events, including one 
where teens made 
robotic models of the 
Voyager probe, and events for young children 
as well.
 
While primarily a convention of telescope 
makers, there was some serious observing 
on both Friday and Saturday nights. Friday 
was not great; Saturday started to look like 
a washout, but after the main program, the 
skies opened up and those who stayed were 
rewarded with excellent conditions.
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TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
July 10,2014

The meeting was attended by:
David Frizzell, Gordon Pegue, Amy Es-
telle, Robert Anderson, Steve Riegel, 
Roger Kennedy, Mike Molitor, Dan Clark, 
Sigrid Monaghan.

Visitor: Jim Fordice

Absent: Tom Graham, Lynne Olson, 
Steve Snider, Bob Havlen

I. Approval of Minutes—There were 
three changes to the June minutes.

•	 David Frizzell was listed as pres-
ent when in fact he was not.

•	 The correct spelling of the New 
Member who was present is David 
Hadwiger.

•	 Under Finance there is a correc-
tion. The $152.00 monthly expense 
is the storage locker rental fee 
(storage for loaner scopes, plan-
etarium, etc.).

Gordon Pegue has suggested the draft 
minutes be sent to the board members 
soon after each meeting instead of at the 
next meeting for corrections to be made 
in a timely manner. A vote for approval of 
the minutes was suspended until all cor-
rections could be made.

II. Committee Reports

a. Education: Roger Kennedy 
reported in the absence of Tom 
Graham. There are no scheduled 
events for August. As of the end 
of June we held a total of 104 
events so far this year. The num-
ber of people attending these 

events was over 17,300. There 
were 27 events in June and 4 
events so far in July. A total of 4 
other events were canceled due 
to weather. There are 5 more 
events scheduled for this month 
before Roger and company leave 
for Washington State. There 
are 16 events scheduled for 
Washington State. Steve Riegel 
reports that Celestron has plans 
to donate a new solar telescope 
with tracking mount to the Solar 
Astronomy Project to replace 
their damaged scope. TAAS will 
be sending an official thank-you 
letter for their generosity. Amy 
Estelle reports that the new plan-
etarium has been ordered and 
will be shipped sometime after 
August 1.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Sigrid Monaghan

M20—The Trifid Nebula—three 
kinds of nebulae plus a cluster! The red 
part is an HII emission nebula, the blue, 
a reflection nebula, and the emission 
part is divided into three parts by dark 
nebulae. Located about a half a degree 
north and a little west of M8 (total angular 
distance ~ 1.5º) in Sagittarius, M20 is 
small enough to fit in the field of view of 
my SBIG ST4000 mounted on my C11 
Edge at f/7 (1960 mm focal length).

Captured on July 25, 2014, at GNTO. 
I was only able to make 11 x 10’ sub 
frames before clouds closed in and 
shut me down for the night. Processed, 
together with dark and flat frames in 
Deep Sky Stacker (DSS) and Photoshop 
CS2. I was pleasantly surprised to find 
that, despite the short integration time, 
there was enough data to create a 
pleasing image.           —Vance Ley
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b. Finance: Dan Clark reports

• No penalties on the cashing in 
of 2 CDs. Both were done during 
the grace period.

• Total funds on deposit in the 
Bank, $23,229.00. $10,000.00 of 
this is still in CDs.

• $22,325.00 is earmarked for the 
new Digitalis Edu/Planetarium.

c. GNTO: Mike Molitor reports a 
very good turnout at the GNTO 
New Moon Observation event 
on Saturday June 28, of over 40 
members and guests. Pictures 
were taken for the newsletter. 
The GNTO committee is not 
scheduled to meet again until the 
end of this month (July). Their 
agenda will include reviewing 
and updating the list of proce-
dures for emergencies. A power 
substation for PNM is scheduled 
to be built 6–7 miles from the 
Observatory. The nearby com-
munity will meet with PNM rep-
resentatives including a member 
of the GNTO committee (Karen 
Keese) to represent concerns of 
possible light pollution. 

d. Publicity/Special Events: 
Since Lynne Olson was not in 
attendance, there was no report 
made.

e. Membership: Bob Anderson 
reports membership letters for 
the next two months have been 
sent out. 

•	 Continue to have sign-in sheet 
at all General Meetings, but in 
lieu of having the sheet passed 
around during a meeting, attend-
ees would be encouraged to sign 
in after the meeting.

•	 Have Bob count number of at-
tendees.

•	 Review and update membership 

information on the TAAS web-
site. 

•	 8 new members in June

III. Current Activities

General Meeting 7/12/2014

IV. TAAS Events for the next two 
months

•	 Oak Flat is now open in all re-
spects. This will continue on a 
week-by-week basis so mem-
bers are encouraged to check 
the website in case of future 
changes.

V.  Old Business

a. Strategic Planning—Continue 
to work on overall initiatives per 
Steve Snider.

b. New Planetarium purchase fol-
low-up—Judy Stanley is sched-
uled to come up for planned 
training of the new Planetarium 
as soon as it arrives. A location 
to set it up is needed.

c. Member Survey—(Amy reports) 
Possible methods include printed 
survey vs. website survey. Look-
ing into the possibility of using 
"SurveyMethods" computer tabu-
lating service which offers free 
services for nonprofit groups. 
Amy has applied for an account. 

d. Insurance Coverage—Pay-
ment has been made for general 
liability. Efforts are still moving 

forward for possible upgrading of 
insurance. If pursued each de-
partment will be responsible for 
presenting an inventory list.

 VI.  New Business

a. Oak Flat Star Party Loca-
tions—If Oak Flat becomes un-
available: possible contingency 
site may be Rainbow Observa-
tory hosted jointly by RRAS and 
TAAS once again. Sigrid will 
speak to the President of the Rio 
Rancho Astronomical Society to 
see if they are in agreement and 
if they are available. Open Space 
is available also but needs two 
week notice in advance.

b. WebMaster—(Gordon) Mo-
tion was made and seconded 
to make Barry Spletzer the new 
Webmaster of everything except 
the solar page. Linda Kennedy 
will be Webmaster of the So-
lar Page. Vote was taken and 
passed. It was agreed that the 
change will take place when the 
current Webmaster Will Ferrell 
steps down.

VII.  BOD remarks/discussion

a. Jim Fordice was recognized for 
taking on the role of "Loan Rang-
er" for the Loaner Telescope 
Program.

b. Cosmic Carnival—Open Space 
agreed to allow use of their site 
for the Carnival event.

VIII.  Adjourn

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 0

Scene at StellarFest 2014 held 
at Horowhenua, New Zealand, in 
July. 

photo courtesy of edwin rod
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W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Walter Fazio

Allen Ferrell

John Machuzak

Dave Walz-Burkett

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, September 26. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u l y  2 0 1 4

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 230 236 -6
Family 66 74 -8
Education 17 21 -4
Military 4 4 0
Total Paid 317 335 -18
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 359 377 -18

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out the 
month before the due date. You will have until 
the end of the month after your renewal date 
to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are 

deductible as charitable contributions on the 
donor’s federal income tax return. 

GNTO

Various Anonymous 
Contributors

DARK SKY

Marilyn Childs

John Machuzak

Tom Prettyman
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director   Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator   Amy Estelle  505-730-0025  adestelle2000@yahoo.com
  Webmaster    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 303-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word or 
compatible word processor; one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com  for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.                   

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION


