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THE TAAS Summer Solstice Picnic will be 
held on Saturday June 15 at East Moun-
tain High School. Please see the TAAS 
Web page for directions. The picnic, 
starting at 5:30, precedes the public star 
party scheduled for 7:30. Both events 
will be held at the school since Oak Flat 
will be closed due to fire restrictions. 

Because of the fire issues, we ask all 
members to bring their own prepared 
food since no cooking or heat source is 
allowed at the event. The high school has 
a number of picnic tables and benches, 
but if you have either, feel free to bring 
them. There will also be restrooms avail-
able. TAAS will provide soft drinks, wa-
ter, and dessert.

Following the picnic, the star party will 
be held in the grassy area in front of the 

continued on page 4 . . . 

S u m m e r  S t a r  Pa r t y  N e ws

D i c k  Fate

photo by naoyuki kurita  
 
ANOTHER TAAS Fabulous 50 viewing 
session will be conducted at the public 
star party on Saturday June 15 at the East 
Mountain High School. The session will be-
gin at 7:45 p.m. just prior to sunset. If you 
missed the earlier spring viewing sessions, 
this will be an opportunity to catch up with 
the program.

At the session, you will be instructed on 
how to use both a printed sky chart and 
your mobile media device. The prominent 
naked-eye objects of the spring/summer 
sky will be observed. Other TAAS members 
will be present with binoculars and tele-
scopes to enhance the viewing session. 

All the information along with a map to the 
school is on the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.
org.

 
COME spend a night at the Isotopes ball-
park with a picnic dinner in the Captain’s 
Corner of the stadium. TAAS members, 
family, and friends are invited. Available 
dates are in late July and August. 

The menu which includes a game-day 
ticket is: Curveball—Captain’s Corner 
Seat ($31.50 per person, capacity is 20-
30 persons).all-you-can-eat hot dogs and 
hamburgers, BBQ pulled pork, boneless 
chicken breast, baked beans, pasta sal-
ad, tortilla chips and salsa, brownies, and 
unlimited soft drinks. Adult beverages 
may be purchase individually by attend-
ees. Interested persons need to contact 
Dee at taas@taas.org.

Summer TAAS 
Fabulous 50 Viewing

After Picnic
TAAS Night with

 the Isotopes

Summer Solstice
 Picnic Saturday

http://www.taas.org
http://www.TAAS.org
http://www.TAAS.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Looking Through Glass

Astronomy changed forever when man 
started looking through glass at the heav-
ens. The first observations by Galileo 
revealed new, exciting, and unexpected de-
tails of the night sky. Who knew there were 
mountains on the moon, that Venus had 
phases, or that Jupiter had moons?
Views improved when mirrors were made 
out of glass rather than the quickly tarnish-
ing metal.

My view improved significantly when I 
dumped my $8 spyglass telescope ordered 
from Popular Mechanics for my 4-inch Dy-
nascope ordered from Criterion.

Today TAAS has the opportunity to look 
through some glass. Ten years ago TAAS 

received 19 one-meter mirror blanks from 
Pennsylvania State University. Since then 
six of the blanks have been sold. Today 13 
mirror blanks currently reside at the home 
of past TAAS president Ray Collins. In Janu-
ary of this year I proposed to the Board 

of Directors that the time had arrived for 
something to be done with the blanks. Jim 
Fordice (Ret USN) is leading the effort to 
investigate the options. Jim’s article about 
the project is in this newsletter.

The ownership of such an asset compels 
TAAS to look through our own glass to see 

opportunities to improve our ability to 
observe, educate, and have fun. TAAS has 
many other assets including a world-class 
observatory, an award-winning educa-
tional outreach program, and most of all, a 
highly motivated, intelligent, and talented 
membership. Look through the glass of 
TAAS assets and what you see? Is it the 
Moon with Dick, the faint fuzzy galaxies 
with Gordon, the completion of an observ-
ing list with Becky, or going to a school star 
party with the TAAS educators? I challenge 
you to increase your glass-viewing obser-
vation and run with it. Go to GNTO, look 
at the Moon, or get involved with a project 
or activity. Once you have done this, your 
view through glass will never be the same.

OBSERVE      EDUCATE      HAVE FUN

Update on the Chaco Culture
National Historic Park
Nomination for 
Dark-Sky Status

Look through the glass of TAAS 
assets and what do you see?

Graphic IDA

TAAS has submitted a letter of nomina-
tion to the International Dark-Sky Asso-
ciation (IDA) for Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park to be designated as an 
IDA Dark Sky Place.  The Chaco staff is 
preparing the paperwork for the formal 
application.  The plan is for the neces-
sary application procedures to be ac-
complished in time for the October 2013 
Chaco TAAS Star Party.  TAAS will be a 
partner with Chaco in the execution of the 
Chaco Night Sky Program.

Photo G.B. Cornucopia
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Mike Molitor

Greetings!

The next GNTO Committee meeting is 
Wednesday June 12 and will be held at Ray 
Collins’s residence. In addition to standing 
reports on Events, Building and Grounds, 
Operations, and the Imaging Program, an 
update on the replacement of the Guest 
Trailer is on the agenda. The GNTO Com-
mittee is a good way to become involved 
with running your observatory. The only 
prerequisite to becoming a GNTO commit-
tee member is that you are a TAAS member 
in good standing.

The weather for the May 11 GNTO New 
Moon event was hit or miss—clouds ”hit” 
in Albuquerque; but ”missed” at GNTO. On 
observing nights, members should check 
TAAS_Talk and the TAAS Web site for late 
updates. The event’s designated opener 
will post a message regarding the sky con-
ditions at GNTO.

The June 8 New Moon event will have 
passed by the time this issue of the Sidereal 
Times reaches you, but future scheduled 
events include:

June 12 - GNTO Committee meeting.
July 6 - New Moon event.
August 3 - New Moon event.
August 8 - GNTO committee meeting.

The end of June, GNTO Director Bill Wal-
lace will be leaving us for greener pas-
tures— literally—in the Northwest. GNTO 
will miss his initiative. As a parting gift, Bill 
donated his Sky Shed POD (Personal Ob-
servatory Dome), and his Losmandy G11 
with Gemini control and tripod. GNTO will 
miss his generosity, too! We wish Bill and 
family the very best fortune!

TAAS members are encouraged to become 
involved in running the observatory. There 
are things to do for people of all levels and 
types of expertise. Our classic 16” Isen-
gard scope in the big dome, our new CCD 

astrophotography setup, and our three loaner 
Dobsonian scopes are just a few of the pieces 
of astronomical equipment waiting for you at 
your observatory. The Robert O. Ortega build-
ing (the ROOst!) is a great place to get out of 
the elements and meet fellow members. We 
need all the help we can get, since it does in-
deed take a village to run an observatory. 

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and their 
guests. In addition to the official observing-
night gatherings every month, impromptu 
observing events can occur. All events are 
hosted by a GNTO Key Holder. Keep your eyes 
open on TAAS_Talk, and come on down! 

If you have any questions about GNTO or 
GNTO committee meetings, contact the GNTO 
Director.
Outgoing: Bill Wallace (505-710-5172). E-
mail:gnto@taas.org.
Incoming: Mike Molitor (518-225-7077) cell.

Bill’s Losmandy Rig

Bill with Sky Shed POD
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J u n e  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Solar Viewing 
at Elena Gallegos 
Open Space

2 3 4 5 ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

8 GNTO NM;
Chaco Canyon

9 10 11 12 Special Date: 
GNTO Committee 
Meeting

13 14 NMMNH&S 
Adult Night Luau

15 June Public
Star Party & Picnic 
at East Mountain 
High School

16 17 18 19 ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21 Summer 
Solstice

22 Petroglyph NM 
Solstice Event

23

      30 

24 Bosque School    
Event, TAAS Solar 
Participation

25 26 27 28 29

school building. The access road just to the south of the grassy area will 
be blocked, so telescopes can also be set up there. Parking is just to the 
west of the building. For those showing up after dark, please be careful 
when parking and don’t forget to turn off your headlights as soon as 
possible.

TAAS is very grateful to the East Mountain High School for letting us use 
their facility during this fire restriction time. Please be mindful that we 
are guests at the high school, and we should leave it in as good a condi-
tion as when we arrived. We hope that some of their faculty will be able 
to attend and enjoy the night sky with us!

Summer Solar Outreach Kicks Off at
 South Valley Library

 TAAS members Linda and Roger Kennedy brought the Lunt Solar Scope, an EXT 
filtered scope, the Magnetic Sun kit, and the poster display to South Valley Library 
on Saturday June 8. Great skies, 95 great visitors (many interested in other TAAS 
events) with temperature right at 100° as we left. This was a good start to our Solar 
Summer of 2013.                                                                            —Roger Kennedy
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).

            = School Star Party
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 

Pendley for information at 296-0549, or 
e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night
NMMNH&S = New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

SIG = Special Interest Group
TBA = To Be Announced 

J u l y  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 6 GNTO NM

7  8 9 10 11 12 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

13 Oak Flat
Star Party

14 15 16 17 ATM SIG
Meeting

18 Board of 
Directors Meeting

19 Explora Adult 
Night

20 General 
Meeting

21 22  23 24 25 26 27

28

       

29

     

30 31

Saturday, June 15, 2013

TAAS Solstice Picnic  5:30 P.M.
Public Star Party 7:30 P.M.

East Mountain High School

(see http://TAAS.org/index.html for directions) 

Solstice Picnic and Star Party

http://taas.org/index.html
http://TAAS.org/index.html 
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by Mike Molitor

On May 13, TAAS supplied telescopes 
with video display equipment at the La 
Vida Llena retirement community. The 
event was set up by Lanie and John 
Dickel, professional astronomers and 
residents at LVL.

According to Lanie, “Tonight’s Sun/Star 
Party was a huge success with all the 
new telescopes, monitors, etc. We had 
6 (I believe) TAAS members there and 
about 40 residents though some came 
and went during the three hours. . . we 
called it a night at 9:45 p.m. even the last 
4 die-hard residents were still just so fas-
cinated. We saw the whole gamut of ob-
jects from Sun with many sunspot groups 
plus prominences showing up at the 
edge,  nice crescent Moon with craters, 
Jupiter with at least 2 of the 4 Galilean 
Moons, Saturn with its rings,  globular 
clusters packed with stars in contrast 
to an open cluster looking like jewels,  
several galaxies including the Whirlpool 
Galaxy where you could actually see the 
spiral arms heading toward its companion 
galaxy... we were lucky enough to catch 
the brief flash of the Iridium satellite. As 
it grew dark, we could make out many 
bright stars and constellations, as well as 
the planets Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn 
with the naked eye.”

Supporting this event were TAAS mem-
bers Pete Eschman, Roger and Linda 
Kennedy, Bob Amdahl, Ed Juddo, Dee 
Friesen, Bob Havlen, and Mike Molitor. 

Pete fielded an EQ platform-mounted 
Dob with the GNTO video outreach cam-
era and CRT monitor (Intel grant). Roger 
supplied an 80 mm Lunt H-a scope for 
the Sun (supplied by the Albuquerque 
Library System and operated by TAAS), 
and his Meade LS200 ”robo-scope” for 
night views. 

This event was the official debut of the 
TAAS HD video system which features an 
HD camera and a monitor that is sunlight 
readable. The HDVS was operated by 
Mike. This system was obtained with a 
grant from Lockheed Martin – Sandia, for 
the purpose of public outreach to groups 
and to those that have difficulty looking 
through telescopes. Thanks to Bob Am-
dahl for submitting the paperwork for this 
grant. Ed supplied eyeball views through 
a large refractor using a special viewing 
platform with hand-holds.

Another event at LVL is being planned for 
sometime in October.

John Dickel speaking about the Sun

La Vida Llena Night Scene

M5 at 63X

NGC 3242 at ~200X

The Sun
 at ~230X

La Vida Llena-TAAS Sun/Star Party
Rolls Out New Video System
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Pile of Glass Project 
Proposals 
by Jim Fordice

Last February Dee asked me to lead an ef-
fort to figure out how to utilize the 13 one-
meter mirror blanks that TAAS acquired 
about ten years ago. I have received a lot 
of input, talked to many members about 
their ideas on how to use the blanks, and 
several of us conducted an inventory of 
them. I briefed the Board of Directors on 
April 25 and proposed that we attempt to 
sell the blanks and solicit project proposals 
on how to use the blanks and/or the funds 
received from their sale.

We already have a pretty firm offer from 
one optical company for the sale of four 
blanks at $4000 each. I have a couple of 
leads from others who may be interested 
in purchasing some of the remaining 
blanks. I estimate that we may realize 
about $22,000 or more from the sales. I 
have created a template for the project 
proposals and used it to create a sample 
proposal that you can use to formulate 
your proposal. 

Mike Molitor has submitted the basis of a 
proposal titled “TAAS Large Glass Initia-
tive.” Bob Havlen has also submitted the 
basis of a proposal to use some of the 
blanks to foster a “Make Your Own Tele-
scope” campaign. 

The Board of Directors plans to review 
proposals at their August 15 meeting. To 

allow some time to review the submis-
sions, the deadline for project proposal 
submissions is August 8.

If you have an idea and want to submit a 
proposal contact me at 505-343-1186 or 
jim@fordice.net. I will send you the pro-
posal template and the sample proposal. 

TAAS Large Glass Initiative
by Mike Molitor

Background

Early in 2013 the TAAS Board of 
Directors approved an initiative by TAAS 
President Dee Friesen to determine the 
fate of 13, 1-meter Pyrex mirrors that 
have been in TAAS’s possession for 
about 10 years. Jim Fordice is leading 
the investigation as to the state of the 
mirrors and provided some guidance for 
going forward with the repurpose of the 
mirrors. One common thread in the ideas 
for the future involves a large telescope 
to be located at GNTO. The purpose 
of this document is to better define the 
objectives of a large telescope and to 
provide some criteria for evaluating 
proposals for a large telescope. 

Objectives
1. The goal is to provide TAAS with a 

large aperture optical telescope for 
member use. 

2. Most likely, the telescope would be 
located at the existing GNTO site 
in order to take advantage of the 
existing infrastructure, but another 
location is not excluded.  

Three views of one of TAAS’s thirteen one-meter mirror blanks.

3. Telescope use includes the capability 
for visual, digital imaging, and for 
citizen science initiatives by TAAS 
members. 

4. The target audience is TAAS 
members. Secondary audiences 
are other amateur astronomers, the 
general public, and secondary or 
higher education. 

5. The design and optical character of 
the telescope shall be compatible 
with the intended applications and 
compatible with conditions at the 
site, i.e., seeing, infrastructure, etc. 

6. The telescope and telescope mount 
shall be accurate, reliable, and cost 
effective. 

7. The telescope and mount should be 
sufficiently simple to operate and 
use, so that it is capable of being 
operated by a typical TAAS member 
that already operates a moderate- to 
large-size telescope.  

8. The telescope and mount shall 
be sufficiently robust and provide 
sufficiently precise motion 
control to support citizen science 
initiatives involving photometry or 
spectroscopy.  

9. To maximize convenience to the 
largest number of viewers, the 
configuration shall be such that a 
visual image plane (not necessarily 
the principle image plane) is 
accessible without the aid of ladders 
or stairs. 

continued on page 8 . . . 
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Criteria and boundaries for telescope 
and system evaluation
1. The components selected for the 

Large Glass Telescope (LGT), the 
telescope itself, the mount, and the 
enclosure, should avoid complexity 

wherever possible. Keep it simple.
2. The LGT shall increase the light-

gathering capability at GNTO by at 
least one magnitude, and preferably 
two magnitudes, over the largest 
permanently installed equipment 

Conjunction of Venus, Mercury, and Jupiter captured on May 27, 2013, at 21:04 from 
the Sandia Crest Tram parking lot. Mercury is the uppermost planet, with Venus below and Jupiter to 
the left. The camera used was a Canon 5D Mk II, with a 70–200mm f/2.8 lens at f/2.8 and ISO 800 
for 1/30 of a second.       --Vance Ley

. . . T A A S  L a r g e  G l a s s  I n i t i a t i v e  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7

at the site, presently the 16-inch 
Isengard.

3. The LGT shall be housed in an 
enclosure to protect it from weather 
when not in use. The design and 
construction of the enclosure shall 
be compatible with that of the LGT. 
It shall provide for rapid temperature 
equalization of the LGT, and shelter 
the LGT from wind buffeting when in 
use. 

4. The LGT and enclosure shall be 
configured such that, a single 
individual can put it into service or 
take it out of service in 30 minutes or 
less (i.e., achieve a visual view of a 
celestial target using the telescope).

5. The visual focal plane of the LGT 
shall be accessible without the use of 
steps or a ladder.

6. The LGT shall incorporate fully 
motorized tracking and automated 
targeting of celestial objects for both 
visual and non-visual applications. 
The tracking shall be sufficiently 
accurate to provide a minimum 
3-minute unguided exposure at 
the prime (or principle) focus and 
longer exposures with active guiding. 
Manual positioning shall not be 
precluded by motorization.  

7. The LGT shall be configured so that 
it can be converted between visual 
use and scientific or imaging use in 
30 minutes or less. 

8. The LGT optical precision shall 
be sufficient to achieve visual and 
scientific objectives and compatible 
with site conditions. Ideally, it 
should provide diffraction-limited 
performance over the widest field of 
view.

9. The LGT shall provide a usable field 
of view for visual or imaging of not 
less than 0.25 degree, and preferably 
0.5 degree. 

10. If any goal, objective, or requirement 
of the LGT is not achievable at initial 
commissioning, a plan for achieving 
the final design requirements that 
includes both cost and timing shall 
be submitted for evaluation. 
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On May 15 Comet Pan-STARRS L4 was about 8.5 
magnitude near gamma Cepheis. I set up early in the 
morning about 3 miles north of Oak Flat and started imaging 
around 4:30 a.m. Note: since the Blue was imaged later the 
color of the sky and stars may be too bright to be correct.

Equipment: AT102ED f/7, SBIG ST8300M FW5, iOptron 
iEQ45 mount. LRGB (10:5:5:5) all 30 seconds for 12.5 
minutes total. Software: CCDSoft V5, Nebulosity V3, 
Photoshop Elements V9.                                 —John Laning

Glass Project Idea       by Bob Havlen

For what it is worth, I present an alternate suggestion for use of 
this TAAS resource.  This is an idea that would kill many birds 
with one stone:  benefit TAAS outreach, augment membership 
recruitment, and stimulate ATM activities.

None other than John Dobson has employed this type of activ-
ity for many years at the Cal Academy in San Francisco.

The idea is very simple in principle: Cut up each of the 1-meter 
blanks into approximately 20 eight-inch blanks for a total of 
roughly 260 blanks to be used in a city-wide “Make Your Own 
Telescope” campaign.

There is no doubt that TAAS has the ATM experience but the 
devil is in the details, of course.

Recruit student participants through APS high schools and/or 
Explora and NMMNH.

Students get free mirror blanks and free TAAS 1-year member-
ships if they commit to the full program and contribute a nomi-
nal sum for other components.

Start small with a target of 10 students the first year.

Include adult participants (why not?).

Use Dobson’s blueprints and techniques.

Other blank sizes are possible.

Fund raising from TAAS sponsors or other organizations (HP, 
Astronomy, optics corporations, etc.) 



The Sidereal Times June 2013

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 10
continued on page 9 . . . 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Pamela Wilson

TAAS Board Meeting UNM PandA Building
Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes
1900 (7:00 p.m.) MDT 23 May 2013

OBSERVE - EDUCATE - HAVE FUN

Directors Present: Robert Anderson, Dick Fate, 
Dee Friesen, David Frizzell, Tom Graham, Bob 
Havlen, Roger Kennedy, Mike Molitor, Lynne Ol-
son, Gordon Pegue, Steve Riegel, Bill Wallace, 
and Pamela Wilson

Directors Absent: Dan Clark, Amy Estelle, and 
Becky Ramotowski

President Friesen called the meeting to order at 
7:02 p.m.

President’s remarks: The upcoming western 
horizon triangulation of Jupiter, Venus, and 
Mercury was brought to light. Next occurrence 
will be 2026 and Board discussed the presenta-
tion as an educational opportunity as the media 
(Astronomy magazine, current issue) will be 
highlighting it as well. 

Board approved previous minutes from April 
25, 2013, BOD meeting (Gordon moved, BOD 
seconded).

Committee Reports 
1) Finance (Dee): Account balances remain 

on par ($34K) with recent expenditures for 
the video system. Membership is currently 
334. 

2) GNTO (Bill): Committee met to proceed 
with research/recommendations for re-
placing the trailer. A firm building bid was 
received and further discussions re how to 
anchor for wind. Total costs are expected 
to be less than $5K. Bill is leaving Director 
post with his upcoming move and is kindly 
donating his dome and mount to GNTO. 

3) Education (Tom): School year wrap-up 
with Hodgin ES Star Party wrap up year, 
also was the send-off for Dave Pitonzo 
moving out-of-state. Tom will get the next 
year’s school schedule to Lynne. Tom sug-
gested we consider just telescopes for high 
schools and add a few easier activities for 
elementary schools. There is a lot more 
demand than assets. Bob Havlen reminded 
us that Night Sky Network allows TAAS to 
log volunteer hours.

4) Public Relations (Lynne): Efforts continue 
to keep TAAS events posted in public 
spaces such as Albuquerque Journal, 
local agencies, and the TAAS Web site 
“Last Minute Announcements” corner were 
noted. Lynne thought Oak Flat had good 

PR push; TAAS members observed and 
educated public that attended. New lunar 
viewing with Dick Fate also gleaning turn-
out as new PR push. Lynne reported on 
a Hotline call: woman with telescope that 
needed some assistance (Barry helped) 
and had conversations with Lynne regard-
ing membership. 

5) Membership/Mentorship (Bob): Out of 
town for work few weeks, but did receive 
card files from Lynne. The Web site new-
member package without a GNTO map is 
still in progress. Discussion around TAAS 
Education Outreach lanyards with picture 
and what information should be included on 
yearly membership cards (title, expiration 
date, etc). 

Event Retrospect (Dee reminds members/
directors to take pictures and submit an article to 
newsletter for distribution to all members.) 
1) Chaco Canyon: recent event weather-

delayed and moved to 8 June. Fall trip re-
mains set for early October. Event is post-
ed on calendar and home page at TAAS.
org. Board noted this day’s Albuquerque 
Journal article (problems with BLM to get 

oil/gas leases to drill around the park) and 
also recent Wall Street Journal articles 
about Texas Star Party and viewing events 
in downtown New York City. 

2) La Vida Llena video event on 13 May with 
7–8 TAAS members presenting to an es-
timated 20+ crowd for several hours! Mike 
gave event summary handouts written by 
one LVL attendee who truly appreciated 
TAAS viewing. Board discussed using 
other scopes on video equipment. Steve 
raised question of insurance coverage 
on new equipment (Dee and Dick as they 
complete annual insurance coverages).

3) Explora Adult Night: ongoing. Last session 
was “Upcycling”—recycling with a fashion 
upgrade. 

4) Oak Flat was cloudy but a “handful of tele-
scopes and civilians” even though physical 
space was moved to small entrance area. 
Becky gave the Fab 50 with crowd par-
ticipation for double-star orbital spinning. 
Future of event location is uncertain as fire 
restrictions are upgraded and rules are 

Milky Way over Mesa Arch

THIS IMAGE was created at 4:30 on the morning of April 12, 2013, at Canyonlands National 
Park in Utah. There was a night photography workshop taking place when I arrived. I took 
advantage of their light painting to create this image of the Milky Way, with Mesa Arch 
illuminated by the workshop participants.                                                            —Vance Ley
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imposed. Other sites are being considered, 
such as East Mountain HS; facilities and 
layout will be overviewed during upcoming 
event. 

5) Lunar Observing with Dick: good atten-
dance for the first two nights (15, 10 each 
night) with good viewing; last Monday too 
cloudy. Next few weeks viewing would be 
for owls only; Dick will try a 9 a.m. viewing 
session in Chelwood Park. 

Calendar and Event Prospect
1) General Membership Meetings (Dick): 

UNM Steve Elardo will present Satur-
day, “Martian Meteorites”; June meeting 
(15 June) is the Summer Solstice party/
picnic (moon ¾ full, off cycle); currently 
scheduled at Oak Flat, but will probably 
be moved to new location as appropriate. 
Picnic for members begins at 6 p.m. with 
TAAS supplying meat and drinks (no cook-
ing, menu alterations). Public party to begin 
after picnic, posting on TAAS Web site. 

2) Rio Rancho and VFW: Saturday 26 May, 
TAAS members setup (solar, shade cover) 
should be in place by 10:30 a.m. and stall 
until memorial service ends. 

3) Astronomy 101 (Bob Havlen): we’ve lost 
Astronomy 101 w/Dave’s leaving (Highpoint 
University, North Carolina’s PA program). 
Bob proposed “Outreach 101”, using the 
10 toolkits in his possession (black holes, 
general info, Kepler, etc.). This would assist 
TAAS members’ comfort zone with types of 
questions asked at star parties and public 
events. Toolkits have Powerpoint and in-
formation on how to use the toolkits. Dee 
suggested that Bob identify two or three 
programs that would be good to start with. 
(Dee will send tee shirt to Dave P.). Also, 
we need to use Night Sky Network infor-
mation more often, perhaps use it at Chaco 
SP. Also, there are some toolkits that would 
apply to lunar viewing (Dick) or in the Plan-
etarium. 

4) BATS: Dee reports that a TAAS member 
wants to present “Basic Astronomy Tech-
nical Stuff” giving more info to beginning 
astronomers. Format would be a short 
5–10-minute presentation before general 
meeting starts. Board agreed to give time 
for two trial presentations and then discuss 
same topic.

Future Star Parties (and other events): Dee 
reminds members that if you are holding an 
upcoming event, please list it on TAAS Talk so 
that other members know and have information 
in case they would like to attend. It would help to 

add if your event is public/private, etc. And after-
wards, a few pictures and a short article submit-
ted to newsletter would be good PR.
  
1) East Mountain High School (Roger): 30 

May, Roger went to practice setup and 
spent 3–4hours gazing with students. 
East side location with earlier darkness 
and good views of eastern sky. This is not 
a TAAS public event, but rather a private 
school event with their invitations and pro-
tocols. TAAS members going in with tele-
scopes, setup at 6:30 p.m.; directions will 
be posted (Hwy 14, after divided hwy, large 
sign). Dee suggested that TAAS look into 
telescope events at high schools that have 
astronomy classes.

2) Elena Gallegos, 1 June (5–8pm), for pub-
lic solar viewing event. Public listing is for 
5–7pm. 

3) Chaco Canyon, 8 June: can come out ear-
lier so you can contribute to presentations 
at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday. There 
are plenty of power outlets but we continue 
(typically) to say to bring your own power.

4) Adult Night NMMNHS, 14 June:

5) Oak Flat, 15 June: Solstice Picnic for mem-
bers, and General Membership meeting for 
members and public. Check Web site for 
location changes.

6) Bosque School, 24 June (Tom): classroom/
camp, Linda starting classes around 10:30 
a.m. with many activities and solar scope 
after lunch (1 p.m.). 

7) Unser Museum, TBD, estimated 11 a.m.–3 
p.m., solar viewing event

8) Possible east side site: Jeff Averhoff’s loca-
tion. Steve will communicate with Jeff and 
inform Dee. 

New Business
1) ASTC (Assoc of Science-Technology 

Centers) Conference Science Festival, 22 
October wants TAAS to participate. Events 
are Saturday 19 October, a bilateral party 
at NMMHS and Explora with food and wan-
dering. They would like TAAS telescopes, 
but it is a full moon. Tuesday 22 October, is 
the Science Festival, Tiguex Park—they will 
bring in school children. Board discussed 
the possibility of TAAS bringing the Cosmic 
Carnival to this site and pros/cons for TAAS 
and our vendors/exhibitors. 

2) And further information/update on Cosmic 
Carnival (Dave F.): with site information 
from Nuclear Museum venue: there would 
not be an admission fee charged but ba-
sic operating costs that would have to be 

covered (~$1000); bottom line is that TAAS 
would need to invite community sponsors to 
partner with us. Certain basic items would 
need to be considered (advertising, focus 
for exhibitors, etc.). Nuclear Museum dates 
are open. Dee asked Board to consider two 
questions: do we continue a TAAS event 
“Cosmic Carnival” and secondly, how do we 
do it. Main Question is do we keep a TAAS-
sponsored Astronomy/Science day? Most 
Board members answered “yes.”

3) Summation of (1) and (2): After extended 
Board discussion, Board approved the mo-
tion that this year’s Cosmic Carnival be 
conducted in conjunction w/ASTC. (Dave 
moved, Gordon seconded.)

4) Isotopes game at Captain’s Corner (Dee): 
located at Left Field corner, TAAS members 
(maximum 30, minimum 20) can go as a 
group. Cost levels $31/head includes food 
and admission, unlimited hamburgers, hot 
dogs, pasta, chicken, chips, brownies. We 
have to pick a day, make sure it’s available, 
pay for it in advance. Board thought there 
would be enough interest to bring up at 
Saturday’s general membership meeting. 
TAAS would also have some advertising on 
scoreboard.

Old Business 
1) Mirror blanks: Jim Fordice is working on the 

proposal schedule and maintaining commu-
nication with interested buyers.

2) Lowell Observatory visit: on schedule, no 
report. 

3) Cosmic Carnival status update: See Event 
Prospect, numbers 1, 2, and 3.

4) NM State Star Party (Dee): 1–2 November, 
Sevilleta: Great facilities and we are still 
communicating with other clubs. Sixty-eight 
beds, $35/head w/sleeping bag, another 
$10 w/sheets provided, 2 beds/room; site 
also includes 8 houses, w/3 bedrooms; 
another building with conference rooms. 
Tent Camping and “dry camping” for RV, 
plenty of “spread out space,” visitor center 
at entrance. Plans would be for a public star 
party Saturday evening limited attendance, 
TAAS group can bring scope if you want to 
be part of it. By the way, an LX200 sitting in 
corner, UNM biology owns the buildings. 

5) Education Outreach also includes 17 Sum-
mer Library events. Dee would like these 
posted on the Web site home page. 

Dee reminded Board that our next Board meet-
ing is July (June Solstice Picnic, etc.)

Mike Molitor moved to adjourn at 8:46 p.m., sec-
onded by Dave F.
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman, Bill Wallace, or Steve Welch 
for GNTO information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, July 12. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is
 editor@TAAS.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a y   2 0 1 3

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 242 230 12
Family 78 75 3
Education 18 16 2
Military 3 3 0
Total Paid 341 324 17
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 384 367 17

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s
Art Arenholz
Thomas Blog

Jason File
Hooman Hedayati
Stephen Kaufman

Thomas Leck
Tim Martinez
Sara Medina

Robert Norton
Jose Rodriguez

Henry Schweitzer
Steve Shackley

Charles Sterling
Steven Walenta
Marc Wunder

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
 M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
Art Arenholz, Paul Beck,
Jim Degnan, Dick Fate

Jason File, Tim Martinez
Gordon Pegue, Jose Rodriguez

DARK SKY
Art Arenholz

Horton Newson 

EDUCATION
Alvarado School

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are 

deductible as charitable contributions on the 
donor’s federal income tax return. 
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 3  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@TAAS.org
505-856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Pamela Wilson
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

David Frizzell
Director 

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director

505-296-2405 (H)

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coordinator@TAAS.org

505-856-2537
Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Becky Ramotowski
Director

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362

Bill Wallace
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
505-710-5172



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor 
at editor@TAAS.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@TAAS.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@TAAS.org
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