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Ly n n e  O l s o n

TAAS Observes!
 

Saturday, April 27, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall, UNM

TAKING FULL advantage of our Society’s 
resources, experience, and knowledge, 
the April meeting will spotlight six of our 
distinguished members. Each one will 
speak on a different aspect of observing 
that is their specialty and of high inter-
est to the audience. Each section will be 
followed by a brief question-and-answer 
period.

Barry Spletzer—TAAS Loaner Telescope 
Program

 
Becky Ramotowski—Observing Goals 

and Tips
 

Dee Friesen—TAAS Fabulous 50 and 
General Nathan Twining Observatory 

Opportunities
 

Dale Murray—Viewing With Binoculars
 

Steve Riegel—Solar Viewing
 

Dick Fate—Lunar Viewing

These are stepping stones for members 
and guests alike, a chance to get started 
or to advance in one of the essential aims 
of an astronomy club—observing and 
learning about the skies, both night and 

chaco culture national historical Park 
has requested the assistance of TAAS 

in becoming designated by the 
International Dark-Sky Association 
as an International Dark-Sky 
Place.  Park superintend Larry Turk 

and Chaco TAAS members Jim Von 
Haden and B.G. Cornucopia met with 

TAAS members Dick Fate, David Frizzell, and 
Dee Friesen to discuss how TAAS can support 
this effort.  Any TAAS members with experience 
with this subject or who are interested in 
becoming involved with this effort, contact Dee 
at taas@TAAS.org.

Chaco Canyon Seeks TAAS Support to Become an 
International Heritage Dark Skies Site

continued on page 3 . . . 

http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Astronomy Without PowerPoint

I LOVE using PowerPoint, I admit. It allows 
me to design and create interesting and 
hopefully informative presentations. It can 
be challenging when I make it too compli-
cated and lose control of the animations. 
Recently I was invited to give a presenta-
tion on “The Universe” for the local Hu-
manist Society. I diligently worked many 
hours on my PowerPoint presentation. It 
was a work of beauty, art and information.

When I arrived at the meeting hall I dis-
covered that the promised video projection 
system had disappeared into the black hole 
of the Humanist Society. I had nothing but 
my hands, a 12-inch globe and a baseball. 
At first it was alarming. However, after 
thinking about it, I realized that until a few 
years ago, that is the way we did things. So, 
a new challenge, how to present the uni-
verse without PowerPoint?

I began by realizing that there were really 
only three things I wanted my audience to 
know. First, the universe is composed of 
enormous distances. Second, it has objects 

of enormous size, and finally it is undergo-
ing cycles of enormous time periods. 

I did not need PowerPoint for this. Using 
the globe, the baseball, and some imagi-
nation, I could make these ideas clear to 
the audience.  First we looked at distance. 
Comparing Earth and the Moon is easy. 
They are the only two objects that we can 
use the same scale for both size and dis-
tance. If Earth were a 12-inch globe, the 
Moon would the size of a baseball.

 Now the question is how far apart should 
they be? I tossed the baseball to a human-
ist in the back row of the room and asked 
the audience how far away the baseball 
should be. After many wild guesses from 
five feet to one-half mile, I told them the 
answer is 31 feet. I completed the distance 
discussion by looking at the Sun as six 
inches in diameter and the nearest star, 

Several TAAS members are planning 
to attend the New Zealand annual star 
party called Stardate 2014. It is presented 
by the Phoenix Astronomical Society of 
Wellington. The dates are January 3–5, 
2014. If you are interested, contact Dee at 
taas@TAAS.org. More information on the 
star party is at http://groupspaces.com/
PhoenixAstronomicalSociety/item/389650.

TAAS Members Plan to Attend
New Zealand’s Stardate 2014

Alpha Centauri, being about 2,748 miles 
away in Anchorage, Alaska.

Demonstrating size and time can be equal-
ly challenging. The easiest size comparison 
is to say that the favorite star Betelgeuse is 
so large that if placed at the center of our 
solar system, its surface would lie beyond 
the orbit of Mars. Explaining the concept of 
a light-year is easier when you tell them it 
takes eight minutes for light from the Sun 
to travel to Earth. Then the concept of a 
light-year begins to take hold.

I ENJOY talking about the long time peri-
ods of naturally occurring cycles of the 
universe. Cycles are common in the uni-
verse but the time periods of the cycles 
differ. This is probably the most difficult 
concept for the lay audience to understand. 
However, when you explain that stellar life 
cycles are just one of the many cycles in the 
universe, the audience starts to catch on.

I enjoyed my universe without PowerPoint. 
If you attend the next TAAS monthly meet-
ing, you can observe me speaking about 
the TAAS Fabulous 50 without PowerPoint, 
but bring your imagination.

OBSERVE   EDUCATE   HAVE FUN

 graphic courtesy http://www.dibonsmith.com/cru.htm

Another TAAS Fabulous 50 
viewing session will be con-
ducted at the first Oak Flat 
public star party on Saturday 
May 18. The session will begin 
at 7:45 p.m. just prior to sun-
set.  If you missed the earlier 
spring viewing sessions, this 
will be an opportunity to catch 
up with the program.

At the session, you will be in-
structed on how to use both a 
printed sky chart and your mo-
bile media device. The promi-

nent naked-eye objects of the spring sky will be observed. Other TAAS members will 
be present with binoculars and telescopes to enhance the viewing session. All the 
information along with a map to Oak Flat is on the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.org.

Spring TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing Coming to Oak Flat

graphic barry spletzer

. . . until a few years ago, that 
is the way we did things.
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Bill Wallace

GNTO Committee volunteers led by Carl Frisch and Bob Hufnagel have completed the 
installation of two permanent telescope piers at GNTO. The above photographs show 
the GNTO Astrophysics 6" f/8 refractor mounted one of the piers. The mounts are de-
signed so that TAAS members can use an adapter plate for their telescope and make 
use of the permanent piers. For more information contact GNTO director Bill Wallace at 
GNTO@taas.org.

Greetings!

COLD, blustery weather forced cancella-
tion of the March 23 Spring Equinox Picnic 
which was then rescheduled for April 13.

The annual Messier Marathon, April 6, was 
successful despite the difficult atmospheric 
conditions. Twenty attendees made it part-
way through their objectives. Will Ferrell 
stayed the whole night, while most gave up 
before midnight.

The picnic was a great success. Again, 
there were difficult viewing conditions. 
We entertained 45 attendees. Larry Cash 
performed the chef duties admirably. With 
many delicious potluck items, there was 
plenty for all. After the meal, Mike Molitor 
conducted an extensive training session. 
Then he and Steve Welch showed the night 
sky to others using the club’s Isengard 
Telescope. When the training was over, 
Dale Murray conducted a binocular astron-
omy session.

To the GNTO committee members and 
TAAS members who worked hard to make 
the picnic a success, thank you very much!

Future events include the following:

April 18. We will have a GNTO committee 
meeting at Ray Collins’s house. Anyone 
wishing to join the committee, please call 
me and I’ll give directions.

May 11. It is the normal new moon event.

As usual, we encourage TAAS members to 
become involved in running the observa-
tory. There are things to do for people of 
all levels and types of expertise. Even rank 
beginners are welcome, and we can guar-
antee that you’ll learn a lot about astrono-
my and telescopes while having a lot of fun 
and doing some work. The more people 
to share the load, the easier it is on all of 
us and the better our observatory will be. 
Attending GNTO Committee meetings is a 

super way to become involved with run-
ning your observatory. We need all the help 
we can get, since it does indeed take a vil-
lage to run an observatory.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. We have at least one or two 
official observing-night gatherings every 
month, weather permitting. We are also 
having increasing numbers of unofficial 
flash observing events hosted by GNTO 
key holders like Will Ferrell and me.  We 
are planning on announcing special short-
notice clear-sky alert CCD imaging nights, 
too—keep your eyes open on TAAS_Talk! 
You, as a member, can host your own event. 
Please contact me if you need a key holder 
to assist you. You will appreciate the warm 
and comfortable Robert O. Ortega building 
(the ROOst!). Our 16” Isengard scope in 
the big dome, the Big Glass that the club’s 
“Old Guard” often bring to these observing 
nights, our new CCD astrophotography set-

New Telescope Piers Installed at GNTO

Carl Frisch Will Ferrell, Bob Hufnagel, Bill Wallace

photos dee friesen

up, and our four loaner Dobsonian scopes 
(you can use a 16” Dob all to yourself—
first come, first served!) are just a few of 
the pieces of astronomical equipment wait-
ing for you at your observatory. Please plan 
your next trip to GNTO soon. If you have 
any questions about GNTO or GNTO com-
mittee meetings, contact Bill Wallace (505-
710-5172). E-mail:gnto@taas.org.

day—and will show how TAAS can help 
you reach your goals.

The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend!

The map to Regener Hall is on page 12 and 
on our Web site at www.TAAS.org, and you 
may address any questions to taas@TAAS.
org.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
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A p r i l  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 6 Web Site Review 
Meeting
GNTO: Messier 
Marathon

7 8 Eldorado
High School
Star Party

9 10 Spring TAAS 
Fabulous 50 Dee’s 
house 

11 Spring TAAS 
Fabulous 50 Dee’s 
house

12 Sidereal Times 
Deadline;
NMMNH&S
Adult Night

13 GNTO NM, New 
Date for Equinox 
Picnic

14 NMMNH&S 
Solar Sunday

15  16 Atrisco
Elementary School
Star Party

17 ATM SIG
Meeting

18 GNTO 
Committee Meeting

19 20* Petroglyphs 
National Monument 
Junior Ranger Day;
NMMNH&S
Starry Night

21 22 23 24 25 Board of 
Directors Meeting

26 27 General 
Meeting

28

 

29

     

30 *April 20 is National 
Astronomy Day.

Comet Pan-STARRS and 
the setting crescent Moon, 
captured at GNTO on March 12, 
2013, using a Canon 5D MkII and 
a Canon f/2.8 70-200 mm lens, 
operating at 200 mm and f/4. The 
camera was set to ISO 400 and was 
mounted on a Losmandy G11 in 
order to avoid trailing. The equatorial 
mount was rendered unnecessary by 
the shutter speed used, 1.3 seconds.                        

—Vance Ley
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).

            = School Star Party
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 

Pendley for information at 296-0549, or 
e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night
NMMNH&S = New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

SIG = Special Interest Group
TBA = To Be Announced 

M a y  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 Solar Viewing 
at Rio Grande 
Nature Center;
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

11 GNTO NM;
Chaco Canyon

12 13 La Vida 
Llena Star Party; 
NMMNH&S
Constellation Hall
Opening

14 Hodgins
Elementary School
Star Party

15 ATM SIG
Meeting

16 17 Explora
Adult Night

18 Oak Flat
Star Party

19 20 21 22 23 Board of 
Directors Meeting

24 25 General 
Meeting

26

 

27

     

28 29 30 31

Saturday, April 27, 2013, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

TAAS Observes!
Six TAAS Experts Discuss Their Specialties 

Barry Spletzer, Becky Ramotowski, Dee Friesen, 
Dale Murray, Steve Riegel, Dick Fate

TAAS General Meeting
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Spring Equinox at 
the Petroglyphs

by Roger Kennedy

One hundred fifty-five visitors braved the 
cold and high winds to attend our equinox 
event at Petroglyph National Monument 
March 23.

WE HAD 118 attendees at Hiller-
man Library for Solar Energy Day, 
with students from Bosque School 
and Cleveland Middle School.

TAAS on the Road

Close to 300 turned out at the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural 
History and Science for the final 
Solar Sunday after a four-year 
run. 

Roger Kennedy in the planetarium and 
with the Science on a Sphere. 

TAAS members Luke Fields and 
Mike Molitor at the scopes.

Linda Kennedy at the activity tables.

by Roger Kennedy

Next event at Petroglyph NM will be Ju-
nior Ranger Day (a part of National Parks 
Week) on Saturday April 20 from 10:00 
a.m.–3:00 p.m.

TAAS members Dave Ray, Trish Logan, 
Tom Graham, Barry Spletzer, Mike Molitor, 
Roger Kennedy, and Ranger Luke Fields, 
presented information on the Sun, provid-
ed solar telescope observation and other 
Sun-related activities. Barry brought the 
new TAAS 60 mm Lunt. Thanks to all who 
helped out.
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Museum’s New
Constellation Hall

to Debut in May
 by Roger Kennedy

TAAS and the New Mexico Museum of 
Natural History and Science (NMMNH&S) 
volunteers are creating a new, interactive 
exhibit at NMMNH&S called The Constel-
lation Hall. It focuses on how the night 
sky is organized. Constellation regions are 
emphasized and the chemistry, evolution, 
and nomenclature of stars are explained in 
line with the most current scientific knowl-
edge. Public education standards at the 
national and state levels are addressed in 
choosing topics to be covered.

At the center of the exhibit is a represen-
tation of the night sky created on a 10’ x 
22’ fabric screen outfitted with 1,100 LED 
lights, 360 of which are controlled through 
an interactive touch screen to show the 
true color and apparent brightness. All 110 
Messier deep-space objects are also repre-
sented. 

UV-sensitive thread stitched into a celestial 
tapestry outlines 62 of the 88 official con-
stellations, highlighted by a directed black 
light. Visitors can interact by using a touch 
panel donated by National Instruments. 
The touch panel has separate operational 
layers for studying the night sky, seasonal 
quadrants, constellations, separate stars, 
Messier objects (astronomical objects oth-
er than comets), the ecliptic (the path of 
the Sun and planets through the sky), and 
the celestial equator.

The exhibit is targeted to open Monday, 
May 13.

Student Asis Carlos helps hang the tapestry.
Dave Ray installs LED stars.

Linda Kennedy plots constellations
 on the Bernina.

Quilter Vickie Haskins and Roger Kennedy 
inspect the finished Celestial Tapestry.

Linda Kennedy and Anthony Martinez 
do finishing work.

Doug Ray and student Tad LaCoursiere
 install LED stars.
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The “Whirlpool Galaxy,” M51. 
24 x 5 min subs taken with an SBIG 
4000XCM camera mounted on a 
Celestron 11" HD OTA with a focal reducer 
operating at 1960 mm focal length and f/7. 
The camera’s 15.2 mm square chip yields 
a crop factor of 2.01, so that the effective 
focal length, compared with a 35 mm 
camera, is 3940 mm. The mount was a 
Losmandy G11. Processing was done in 
CCDSoft, CCDOps5, and Photoshop. 

This image was captured at Valley of Fires 
State Recreation Area near Carrizozo NM 
on March 13, 2013. I apologize to all of 
TAAS for the atrocious current viewing 
conditions which are likely a direct result 
of my acquisition of this new OTA.

—Vance Ley

The “Rosette Nebula” and 
its associated open cluster 
NGC 2244, captured on 3-12-13. 
12 x 5 min subs taken with an SBIG 

4000XCM camera mounted on an AT 
65 apochromatic refractor operating 

at 420 mm focal length. The cameras 
15.2 mm square chip yields a crop factor 
of 2.01, so that the effective focal length, 

compared with a 35 mm camera, is 
845 mm. The mount was a Losmandy 

G11. Processing was done in CCDSoft, 
CCDOps5, and Photoshop.

 
—Vance Ley
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Trivia Answers
Correct answers to last month’s astronomy trivia questions:

Category III. Objects   11. c,  12. d,  13. a,  14. c,  15. b ~ 7 Kly

Category IV. Numbers    16. a;  17. c ~ 100000 ly / 3.26;  18. c M9, M10, M12,

 M14, M19, M62, and M107;  19. b (186,282 * 60 * 60 * 24) / 92,955,807;  20. d

New Member’s Viewpoint: 
Of Comets, Novices, and

Social Networks
by Christopher Beggio

 
I HAVE BEEN a member of TAAS for only 
two months, but it has been fun and educa-
tional thus far. I have been pleasantly sur-
prised with the welcome I have received 
from the members and board of directors. 
This is not my first rodeo in volunteer or-
ganizations and gear-intensive hobbies. I 
have been through, and still participate in, 
scuba diving, cycling, motorcycling, cars, 
shooting sports, photography, and comput-
ing. The latter is both profession and, to a 
lesser extent, recreation for me. 
 
I have had a lifelong interest in astronomy 
and space sciences but have only recently 
begun actively observing. I vividly recall 
seeing my first meteor as a child, the re-
entry of Skylab, and the destruction of the 
space shuttle Challenger, an event that 
set the rest of my life in motion. I came to 
Albuquerque in 1987 to attend the Univer-
sity of New Mexico with the intent of using 
my engineering degree in the space shuttle 

program. Life and other events changed all 
that, and I have since been working at San-
dia National Laboratories contributing to 
the national science and engineering effort 
in that way.
 
The feeling that resonates from my short 
experience with astronomy and TAAS is 
one of inclusion, both from a membership 
and a knowledge perspective. The mem-
bers of TAAS, and of the astronomy field at 
large, tend to be highly educated, and yet 
willing to bring in and bring up the less 
experienced without condescension and 
hazing. This is as refreshing as it is rare, 
particularly in a field with such a rich his-
tory of curiosity, basic science, and explo-
ration. Due to the intellectual generosity of 
TAAS members, and others who contribute 

to the field by way of education, publica-
tion and social networking, I have received 
an abundance of knowledge in a short pe-
riod of time. 
 
The ongoing visit by comet Pan-STARRS 
demonstrates this inclusive culture. It has 
been reported, cataloged, photographed, 
and discussed by all walks of society, gen-
erating curiosity and participation. TAAS 
included the public in a recent successful 
gathering at the UNM Observatory. Reports 
about the comet ranged from “What was 
that near the moon?” to “I saw it…I saw it,” 
to detailed observations and guidance to 

My third-ever attempt (more or less) at astrophotography:

M42, on April 6, 2013, at GNTO during the Messier fog-a-thon. A Canon 
1100D was mounted to a Celestron Nexstar 8; 24 shots of 30 seconds; 
ISO1600. The best three were stacked using DeepSkyStacker; then, minor 
adjustments in RGB levels were done using Photoshop Elements. The result 
was then exported to JPG and slightly cropped.                                 —Hy Tran

This is as refreshing
as it is rare.

assist in finding, observing, photographing, 
sharing experiences, and cataloging the 
comet. 

The number and quality of photographs 
of the comet shared through various net-
works, have been impressive. I eagerly 
used this event, with help from TAAS 
members, to begin my Astronomy League 
Comet Observers’ Club list. It is exciting to 
see an inclusive culture combine with me-
dia and social networking channels, to link 
individuals’ positive experiences with sci-
ence and exploration. It is simply the best 
use of the Internet.
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman, Bill Wallace, or Steve Welch 
for GNTO information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, May 10. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is
 editor@TAAS.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a r c h  2 0 1 3

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 235 225 10
Family 79 70 9
Education 16 13 3
Military 4 4 0
Total Paid 334 312 22
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 377 355 22

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s
Jeannie Allen

Linda Childers
Vishal Kholwadwala

Bob Lagasse
Ken Lovelett
Bruce Meer

Francis O’Reilly
James Perifanos

James Place
Brad Raisher

David Sanchez
Santana Sanchez

Kasia Stevens

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
 M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
SW Region 

Astronomical League

DARK SKY
Vishal Kholwadwala

Angie Richman

GNTO
David Ochadlik

Jon Wheeler

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 3  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@TAAS.org
505-856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Pamela Wilson
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

David Frizzell
Director 

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director

505-296-2405 (H)

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coordinator@TAAS.org

505-856-2537
Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Becky Ramotowski
Director

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362

Bill Wallace
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
505-710-5172
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor 
at editor@TAAS.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@TAAS.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@TAAS.org
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