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(505) 254-TAAS (8227)taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award  •    since 1959

TAAS Receives 
Lockheed Martin Sandia 

Grant
TAAS has received a grant for $5,000 from 
Lockheed Martin and Sandia National 
Laboratories for the design and construc-
tion of an astronomical video projection 
system. In our public outreach programs, 
TAAS has identified the need for a video 
projection system so that people with dis-
abilities and others unable to look through 
a telescope can view comfortably. The 
grant will enable us to reach an under-
served segment of the public for the first 
time.

TAAS already has several retired engineers, 
some from Sandia, including Dick Fate 
and Dr. Barry Spletzer, researching the 
best design for the system. Assisting them 
are Mike Molitor, Bob Hufnagel, Steve 
Welch, Bill Wallace, Steve Riegel, and Pete 
Eschman.

TAAS thanks Robert Amdahl and Roger 
Kennedy for preparing the grant applica-
tion and congratulate them on their suc-
cessful effort. Because of the work of many 
TAAS members, more New Mexicans will 
enjoy visual astronomy.

Spitzmiller to Headline Perihelion Banquet

THE 2013 TAAS annual Perihelion 
Banquet is scheduled for Saturday 
January 19, 2013. The event will 
be at the Eleganté Hotel at 2020 
Menaul Blvd. NE, Albuquerque. The 
cost is $20 per attendee.  

The banquet will feature a buffet 
dinner, open cash bar, trivia contest, 
prizes, and a guest speaker. The 
guest speaker is Ted Spitzmiller 
whose presentation is entitled 

Details of the event are posted on the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.org.
You may e-mail your RSVP to TAASrsvp@taas.org.

Eleganté Hotel           6:00 p.m.       January 19, 2013
Cost: $20 per person

“Examining the Forty Years Since 
Apollo.”

THE GRAND PRIZE will be a gift 
certificate to a major astronomical 
vendor. In addition, numerous door 
prizes will be awarded. TAAS ob-
serving expert Gordon Pegue is pre-
paring a trivia contest that will fea-
ture table competition. The banquet 
will also include the annual election 
of officers for 2013.

http://www.taas.org
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Under the TAAS Christmas Tree

I AM NOT sure I ever believed in Santa 
Claus. The logic of the legend did not seem 
to fit the circumstances of our house on 
the farm in central Kansas. First, we did 
not have a fireplace, hence no way for 
Santa to get into the house. Second, I loved 
geography and learned that the earth is a 
very large place. So, how could one person 
in one sleigh go to every home on the 
planet? Finally, I learned that the north 
pole is not located on any land mass. So 
where could Santa and the reindeer really 
live?

However, I did then and still do believe in 
gifts under the Christmas tree. As I reflect 
back on the TAAS year of 2012 and look 
forward to 2013, I believe that if TAAS 
had a Christmas tree, there would be an 
abundance of presents under it. 

One of the biggest presents would be a 
box full of leadership. As I review the past 
year’s activities of TAAS, I see many TAAS 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen


White shirt with images on the front and the back

 

One of the biggest presents would 
be a box full of leadership.

members who stepped up to lead our 
events in the community. We observed 
the annular solar eclipse with over 20,000 
people. From four different sites we and 
the public watched Venus transit the 
sun. We showed hundreds of people the 
night sky from Oak Flat and we continued 
to show school children the night sky 
from their own school yard. All of these 
activities were successful because various 
TAAS members effectively led them.

Another large gift box is labeled GNTO. 
How wonderful is it to have our own dark-
sky observatory? Although we had an 
observatory in 2012, we get another again 
in 2013. It is a gift that we enjoy receiving 
every year. Another brightly wrapped gift 
contains TAAS volunteers. When we open 
the box we find a lot of toy soldiers, each 
one a different TAAS volunteer. It is these 
soldiers that really make TAAS what is, the 
best amateur astronomical society on the 
planet.

Behind the tree hidden under some low 
hanging branches is the biggest gift, the 
most brightly wrapped and the most 

interesting. I open it and what I find is 
opportunity. A present for 2013.
It means we have another year to get 
better at OBSERVING, EDUCATING, and 
HAVING FUN.

Happy holidays!

Happy 
Holidays 

and 
Clear Skies

General Meeting News
David Blair

No General Membership Meeting on December 29, 2012

Due to the holiday season 
and the Perihelion Banquet on 
Saturday, January 19, 2013, 
the TAAS Board of Directors 
has decided to cancel the 
general membership meeting on 
December 29, 2012.

We will see all of you at the 
Perihelion Banquet.
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2012
What a year it was!
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch and Bill Wallace

continued on page 4 . . . 

On the Event Horizon

Alvarado Elem. School Event .................Tue., December 18

ATM SIG Meeting ................................. Wed., December 19

GNTO Committee Meeting .................... Thu., December 20

TAAS Board Meeting  ............................ Thu., December 27

ATM SIG Meeting ....................................... Wed., January 2

GNTO Observing ...........................................Sat., January 5

Sidereal Times Deadline ............................... Fri., January 11

GNTO New Moon ........................................Sat., January 12

Inez Elem. School Star Party .....................Tue., January 15

ATM SIG Meeting ..................................... Wed., January 16

Explora Adult Night ....................................Fri., January 18

TAAS Perihelion Banquet ...........................Sat., January 19

Board of Directors Meeting  ........................Sat., January 24

THIS will be my (Steve Welch’s) last “GNTO 
News and Views” column as director of our 
fine observatory. I am one of the founders 
of an exciting new company, Silent Circle, 
and, as is the case with most new starts, 
we’re all doing a lot of sixteen-hour work 
days and seven-day work weeks. Even with 
the extra help that the GNTO Committee 
has been giving me, my job responsibilities 
just don’t leave me enough time to be the 
director that our observatory deserves. I 
feel confident that my successor, Bill Wal-
lace, will be a great GNTO director. I will be 
helping him as much as I can as an active 
GNTO committee member. Hopefully, as 
time goes on, things will get less intense 
at Silent Circle, and perhaps I’ll even have 
time to pursue my ambitious (some have 
said unrealistic) citizen science ideas for 
GNTO. Bill has the same ambitions.

There were three events at GNTO in De-
cember; two were unscheduled. Bill re-
ports on them here:

On December 6, nature presented 
TAAS with two high-probability as-
teroid occultation events, a half hour 
apart. Although we had had relatively 
good observing conditions almost 
nonstop for a month or more, nature 
snatched away the opportunity to ob-
serve the events by providing clouds 
during both events! So, Bill and his 
daughter, Kathy Wallace, were stymied. 
After closing the observatory but be-
fore departing GNTO, he noted that the 
sky was cloudless.

On December 8, Bill opened for the 
quarterly GNTO Training event. Mike 
Molitor provided extensive training for 
two observers while six others enjoyed 
a fairly clear night. Bill took images of 
one of the asteroids that was in occul-
tation two nights before. He located it 
in three successive images by using a 
program to “blink” the images so that 
moving objects can be picked out from 
a static field of stars. He also imaged 
Vesta, M1, and NGC 253 (the last two 
images appear elsewhere in this issue).
On December 12, Will Ferrell hosted a 

Geminid meteor shower event. From 
his report, there were six attendees, 
the sky was especially dark and clear, 
they observed a maximum rate of 
about 35 per hour, and it was very cold.

Our final scheduled event in December 
was the clouded-out New Moon observing 
night scheduled for December 15. 

Coming up in January, we have events 
on January 5 and 12. Keep your eyes on 
TAAS-L over the holidays (instructions on 
subscribing are on the www.TAAS.org Web 
site) for more details about our longest 
(and sometimes coldest!) observing nights 
of the year. Remember, no matter how cold 
it is on the observing field, the ROOst is 
always toasty warm. Also, don’t miss the 
Perihelion Banquet coming up on January 
19!

As usual, we encourage TAAS members to 
become involved in running the observa-
tory. There are things to do for people of 
all levels and types of expertise. Even rank 
beginners are welcome, and we can guar-

antee that you’ll learn a lot about astrono-
my and telescopes while having a lot of fun 
and working with some interesting per-
sonalities! The more people to share the 
load with the GNTO Committee, the easier 
it is on all of us and the better our obser-
vatory will be. Our next GNTO committee 
meeting is on the schedule for December 
20 in Albuquerque. Call or e-mail Steve or 
Bill and we’ll put you on the list of people 
to be notified for the next meeting. Attend-
ing GNTO Committee meetings is a super 
way to become involved with running your 
observatory (plus, thereʼs free food!). We 
need all the help we can get, since it does 
indeed take a village to run an observatory.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. We have at least one or two 
official observing-night gatherings every 
month, weather permitting. We are also 
having increasing numbers of unofficial 
flash observing events hosted by GNTO key 
holders like Will Ferrell, and Bill is plan-



The Sidereal Times 2012 Year-End

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 4

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
ATM SIG
Meeting

3 4 5
GNTO 
Observing

6 7 8 9 10 11
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

12
GNTO NM

13 14 15
Inez Elementary

School Star 
Party

16
ATM SIG
Meeting

17
 

18
Explora
Adult Night

19
Perihelion 
Banquet, MCM 
Eleganté Hotel

20 21 22 23 24
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

25 26 
(No General 
Meeting)

27

 

28

     

29 30 31

TAAS Sky Quality Meter 
(SQM) Available to     
Members

ning on announcing special short-notice clear-sky alert 
CCD imaging nights, too—keep your eyes open on TAAS-L. 
You will appreciate the warm and comfortable Robert O. 
Ortega building (the ROOst!), and our guest trailer is al-
ways open with coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want to share. 

Our 16" Isengard scope in the big dome, the Big Glass 
that the club’s “Old Guard” often bring to these observ-
ing nights, our new CCD astrophotography setup, and our 
four loaner Dobsonian scopes (you can use a 16” Dob all 
to yourself—first come, first served!) are just a few of the 
pieces of astronomical equipment waiting for you at your 
observatory. Please plan your next trip to GNTO soon. If 
you have any questions about GNTO or GNTO committee 
meetings, contact Steve Welch (303-530-2661) or Bill Wal-
lace (505-710-5172). E-mail:gnto@taas.org.

. . . G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter available 
for use by members. You can borrow this meter 
from David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or 
(505) 275-2480(H). The SQM may be reserved 
for durations up to one week. Compare the sky 
brightness at your favorite viewing site with other 
sites. TAAS events such as school star parties, 
Messier SIG, and GNTO take priority. Click here for 
information on checkout and operating procedures 
or click on the links on the Dark Sky page of www.
TAAS.org.

http://taas.org/documents/SQMCheckOutInstructions.pdf
http://taas.org/documents/SQMInstructions.pdf
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information at 296-0549, or 
e-mail atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
GNTO 
Observing

3 4 6 6
ATM SIG
Meeting

7 8
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

9
GNTO NM

10 11 12         Armijo
Elementary
School Star 

Party

13 
STEM Event, 
Nuclear History 
Museum 13-16

14
STEM Event

15
STEM Event 
TAAS 
Participation

16
STEM Event, 
TAAS 
Participation

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

22 23 
General Meeting

24

 

25

     

26 27 28

Perihelion Banquet

Eleganté Hotel         6:00 p.m.       January 19, 2013

Guest Speaker

Ted Spitzmiller

Examining the Last 40 Years Since Apollo

$20 per person
You may e-mail your RSVP to TAASrsvp@taas.org.

Details of the event are posted on the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.org.
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WHAT FUN we all had at Mission Elementaryʼs school star 
party on Nov. 19! Mary Current, the school organizer was 
amazingly organized and made it easy for us to work our 
collective magic. Luminarias were set up to show the way to 
the classroom where Tom Grzybowski presented “All About 
Comets” and to the field of telescopes. Telescope volunteers 
were Trish Logan, Bob Hufnagel, and John Laning. A new 
volunteer, Pamela Wilson, helped students make star 
finders in the cafeteria. 
      Mike Molitor was the photographer and made sure 
everything went smoothly for the event. Joanna Berman 
and Trish Logan picked up the Starlab and Tom Grzybowski 
delivered it back to storage. Joanna gave instructions 
outside the Starlab and Kevin McKeown gave the 
presentation inside. Many students and parents had never 
attended anything like a TAAS star party before and were 
amazed by all they learned and the fun they had. The Moon 
and Jupiter joined us to round out a perfect evening.

Star finders

Star finders

Viewing the Moon

A Perfect Evening for Mission Avenue Elementary School Star Party by Trish Logan

Luminarias

All About Comets
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The Crab 
Nebula, M1

December 8, 2012

20 x 30-second exposures

Captured in
GNTO Imaging Program 
by Bill Wallace.

NGC253

December 8, 2012

16 x 30-second exposures

Captured in
GNTO Imaging Program 
by Bill Wallace.
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Volunteer Meeting: 
Amy Estelle reported on the recent meet-
ing to organize the volunteer effort, held 
at Explora. Plans were made to have a 
list of volunteers, a database, contacts, 
HR person, training program, and recog-
nition of a TAAS Star of the Month. Amy 
will continue to develop this program.

UNM Observatory: 
Dee met recently with Daniel Zirzow, Rich 
Rand, and Jerry Becker, a new member 
who has volunteered to work with the Fri-
day Night program at the observatory in 
expanding our outreach to the public. The 
possibility of housing several Dobs at the 
observatory was mentioned to have more 
scopes on hand for the events.

Membership: 
Robert Anderson has accepted a position 
as head of the Membership Committee, 
replacing Bill Firth. In the next few weeks, 
there will be a meeting of all concerned 
with Membership to firm up the organiza-
tion and coordinate with the volunteer ef-
fort guided by Amy Estelle.

Newsletter: 
Gary Cooper was welcomed back to the 
Albuquerque area and thanked for all his 
efforts. He commented that he would like 
the deadline for the Sidereal Times to be 
more strictly observed by content submit-
ters in order to give him time to get the 
newsletter out promptly. He thanked Barry 
Spletzer for his proofreading assistance.

Web Site: 
Will Ferrell was given the club’s apprecia-
tion for his work on the Web site. There 
will be a meeting soon to reorganize the 
site and add new items and ideas.

Loaner Program: 
Barry Spletzer reported he is working on 
rebuilding some telescopes in the pro-
gram with the help of Charlie Mullen and 
appreciates any assistance afforded to 
him.

ATM: 
There are plans to expand the offerings 
of this SIG beyond building telescopes to 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
a decision needs to be made for the re-
mainder whether to sell, use some, use 
all, or to defer the conclusion to a later 
time as the price and market are decreas-
ing. Comments from the attendees in-
cluded the following:

• Cut the large blanks into smaller 
sizes suitable for use within TAAS or 
sale to other amateurs.

• Reassess the value and market for 
the blanks.

• Should move soon since glass value 
and demand is decreasing.

• Investigate non-astronomical use 
such as architectural.

• Use for a research project within 
TAAS.

• Support the use rather than the sale 
of the glass.

Motion made by Mike Molitor and sec-
onded by Gordon Pegue to move ahead 
with action. Passed unanimously. 
Dee is forming a committee to look into 
value, market, ideas for use, to report 
back with the critical path at the May 
2013 Board meeting.

Education—Solar: 
Roger Kennedy reported that TAAS has 
been informally notified that the second 
grant from Lockheed Martin has been 
approved to supplement the telescope 
from last year. Mike Molitor reported on 
the status of his investigation of HD video 
equipment for astronomical telescope 
use. Roger Kennedy also reported on 
Solar Sundays, that there is now control 
of the Planetarium at the NMMNH&S and 
that 8,500 people have attended the pro-
grams in the last 8 months, and TAAS is 
prominently included. In the March/April 
time frame, there will be a joint presenta-
tion with TAAS/NMMNH&S.

Perihelion Banquet January 19, 2013: 
David Blair not present. Dee raised the 
question of what will be the Grand Prize 
and the ideas included a telescope or a 
trip to Arizona to an astronomy site. The 
menu, speaker (Ted Spitzmiller), and 
price ($20 per person) have been deter-
mined. Volunteers are welcomed to assist 
with the publicity, decorations, etc. continued on page 9 . . . 

Lynne Olson

TAAS Board of Directors
MINUTES 

November 27, 2012, at Dee’s house

Board Members Present: 
Dee Friesen, Amy Estelle, Bob Havlen, 
Dave Pitonzo, Lynne Olson, Gordon Peg-
ue, Art VanDereedt, Ray Collins, Steve 
Welch, Mike Molitor, Dan Clark, Roger 
Kennedy

Board Members Absent: 
David Blair, Dan Zirzow, Steve Riegel

Invited Members: 
Robert Anderson, Bill Wallace, Dick Fate, 
Will Ferrell, Bob Hufnagel, Tom Graham, 
Barry Spletzer, Gary Cooper

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Dee Friesen at 7:15 p.m. Remarks 
followed on the focus points of the meet-
ing and attention called to the Agenda.

Minutes of the October 27, 2012, BOD 
meeting were approved.

Astronomy Magazine Award Money:
The development of the telescope for use 
by disabled or limited-access viewers is 
headed by Barry Spletzer, aided by Dick 
Fate and Bob Hufnagel. The main goals 
are to have the scope be comfortable to 
use, uncomplicated, and easily transport-
able. The amount of $4,000 has been set 
as a limit for the project—$2,500 from the 
award money and any further amounts 
to come from the TAAS Special Projects 
Fund. Dick Fate commented that, for a 
quality product, it could take up to a year 
to complete. Barry will present a photo 
description after the meeting. Dee will 
give a progress report to Astronomy Mag-
azine on the use of their award money.

Motion made by Mike Molitor and sec-
onded by Gordon Pegue to give approval 
for going ahead with the project. Passed 
unanimously

Mirror Blanks Project—”Pile of Glass”: 
Dee led a discussion on the 13 remaining 
glass blanks procured from Penn State 
almost ten years ago which have been 
stored with Ray Collins since that time. 
Several have been sold in the past, but 
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were held at Deeʼs house with fine re-
sults. There were 17 people at the first 
evening and 6 at the second. Many first-
timers attended and enjoyed the indoor 
presentations and outdoor observing. 
It was noted that there were many cell-
phone astronomy apps being used both 
indoors and outdoors.

General Meeting: 
The next General Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, December 1 at Regener Hall at 
7:00 p.m. Stephen Quigley will be speak-
ing on space weather and its interaction 
with Earth and man-made systems. It was 
noted that the Nob Hill Shop and Stroll 
will be that same night and Central will be 
blocked from Girard to Washington from 
5:30 till 10:00 p.m., which could affect our 
parking and any post-meeting gathering.

New Business: 
• New look at awards program; too late 
for this year, but for the future. 
• Membership organization.
• Web site content review to be held.
• Media contacts to be updated.

Night Sky Network: 
Bob Havlen has updated our information 
on that network—school star parties/gen-
eral meetings. A great resource for hap-
penings all over the country.

TAAS Observing Program: 
This activity is being organized by Art 
VanDereedt.

Future Special Events: 
Lynne Olson is in contact with Bach-
echi Open Space, Visitors Center Open 
Space, and Ranger Station (Oak Flat), 
planning star parties for the spring/sum-
mer of 2013. 

Question was raised about improving the 
distribution to Board Members of notices 
and e-mail via our hostmonster e-mail 
alias system. Dee suggested that BOD 
members make their own distribution lists 
for the time being until the problem is 
solved.

Motion was made by Mike Molitor, 
seconded by Gordon Pegue, to 
adjourn meeting at 8:45 p.m. Passed 
unanimously.

Observing Report for the
 Geminid Meteors

by Jim Kaminski
I NEVER bothered to observe the Geminid 
meteor shower before, but changed my mind 
after reading reports of how reliable and fine 
it should be this year.  I bundled up inside a 
sleeping bag on a reclining chair in my drive-
way around 10 p.m.  My driveway faces east 
towards the radiant of the shower and my 
garage hides some of the city skyglow.  I had 
a small notepad and a timepiece that could 
announce the time, so my hands could stay 
inside the sleeping bag and my eyes did not 
have to wander from the sky as I took rough 
notes. 
 

 I decided to view the shower on Wednesday 
night (December 12), a little before the peak 
of the event.  I was not disappointed, seeing 
45 meteor trails in the hour I was outside, as 
follows: 
 

10:15 to 10:30 = 10 meteor trails 
10:30 to 10:45 = 12 
10:45 to 11:00 =  6 
11:00 to 11:15 = 17 
 

These somewhat random events, both in 
time and location, were more than I expect-

repair, maintenance, and instruction, as 
well as showing basic use of a telescope 
to beginners.

Treasurer: 
Dan Clark distributed the monthly Trea-
surer’s report and stated that TAAS 
has purchased a new CD, and now has 
$26,000 in CDs. Dee said that the Cos-
mic Carnival fund no longer needs to 
exist since the BOD approved the event 
as a regular TAAS activity. As a standing 
event, funding for Cosmic Carnival can be 
drawn from the education or general fund.

GNTO: 
Steve Welch reported that all is well with 
GNTO, no problems to be dealt with. Will 
Ferrell has been arranging new events at 
GNTO and noted that on December 13 
there will be a Geminid Meteor Shower 
Party coinciding with New Moon; he 
would like to leave an option open for the 

ed.  A few trails were rather dim, a few were 
somewhat bright, and almost all were short 
in length but slow in speed.  One, at 11:11 
p.m., was long and bright as it moved along 
the entire eastern edge of Gemini from 
north to south.  
Seeing the Geminid meteor shower was 
worthwhile for me, and I also enjoyed see-
ing the winter sky rise over the Sandias in 
the quiet outdoors. 
 

It was so enjoyable that I decided to try a 
repeat on Thursday night (December 13).  
Thin clouds obscured faint stars, but I could 
still just see the sword stars of Orion, and 
then I saw a very bright meteor trail.  Great, 
there was potential, and the night was 10 
degrees warmer, too!  As I settled in for the 
shower, I observed the following: 
 

10:15 to 10:30 = 4 meteor trails 
10:30 to 10:45 = 0 
 

The thickening haze and a 15-minute count 
of zero made me go in for the night.  My 
folly of trying to observe again resulted 
in seeing 4 really bright and long meteor 
trails, and 1 faint one, in about 30 minutes.  
Astronomy sure does defer to the whims 
of weather, but in good viewing it is just 
fantastic!

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

12th as well. Cancellations of events are 
currently announced on TAAS-:L, BOD-
EL, Web site, and the Hotline.

Education: 
Tom Graham, Roger Kennedy, and Trish 
Logan are doing great work with the day 
and evening school star parties. Some 
new volunteers were gained from the 
Fabulous 50 nights at Deeʼs house. The 
star parties are going well, but volunteers 
are always needed.

Astronomy 101: 
Dave Pitonzo said that he will continue to 
do the Astronomy 101 every other month 
in the future, when feasible, but that he 
would like to have more presenters offer 
their talents. The next one is on Saturday, 
December 1, at 6:00 p.m. an ”Introduction 
to Deep Sky Observing.”

TAAS Fabulous 50: 
Two nights of Fabulous 50 observing 
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman or Steve Welch for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, January 11. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 2

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 225 226 -1
Family 62 65 -3
Education 11 11 0
Military 4 4 0
Total Paid 302 306 -4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 345 349 -4

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Sigrid Monaghan

Sandra Qaseem, M.D.

John Sochinski

Robert Sullivan, M.D.

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

DARK SKY
Thomas Prettyman

Sandra Qaseem, M.D.

EDUCATION
Thomas Prettyman

GNTO
Paul Lin

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel  505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@taas.org

2 0 1 2  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
505-856-1593

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary  / Librarian

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Amy Estelle
Director

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Tom Graham
Director/Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director

505-296-2405 (H)

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coordinator@taas.org                                
505-856-2537               

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Dave Pitonzo
Director

dpitonzo at comcast dot net
503-939-3297

Steve Riegel
Director / Public Relations

pr@taas.org
505-274-3362

Steve Welch
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
505-866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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