
Out of This World
New Mexico’s Contributions

to Space Travel

New Mexico has proved fertile soil 
for cultivating space travel for fun and 
profit. Loretta Hall, author of Out of 
This World: New Mexico’s Contribu-
tions to Space Travel, takes up that 
theme at TAAS’s August General 
Meeting.

Hall is a freelance writer who has 
lived in Albuquerque since 1977. She 
is also the author of Underground 
Buildings: More Than Meets the Eye 
and is a contributor to Voices of New 
Mexico, part of the state’s centennial 
commemoration. She is creator of the 
Web site NMSpaceHistory.com

Out of This World was named Best 
New Mexico Book by the 2011 New 
Mexico Book Awards.

Hall will speak to TAAS at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, August 4, at UNM’s Regen-
er Hall. The address is free and open 
to the public.
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On August 8, 2012, the General Nathan 
Twining Observatory (GNTO) will 
mark its twentieth birthday. A large 
number of current and former TAAS 
members worked very hard to create 
the best amateur observatory in the 
USA. 
     The September issue of the Sid Times 
will be a special commemorative issue 
in which the story of GNTO will be 
told. Several TAAS members are creat-
ing a special photo show which will be 
presented at the general meeting. 

GNTO Celebrates

Photo: Dee Friesen

Oak Flat Star Party 4
Saturday, August 11
by Lynne Olson

The fourth Oak Flat Star Party of the 
season will be on Saturday, August 11 
at the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds (map 
available at www.taas.org), with the 
gates opening at 6:30 p.m. Observing 
will begin at dusk with many 
telescopes provided by TAAS members 
and by visitors who are all enthusiastic 
about discussing their targets for the 
night and astronomy in general with 
the public. A green laser constellation 
tour will be given, if the heavens allow.

Please arrive before dark to park and 
access the field and only use red lights 
on the field to preserve everyone’s 
night vision. There will be signs at the 
turnoff to Oak Flat to guide the public 
to the observing field. Any changes or 
cancellations will be announced on the 
Web site, TAAS-L, and the Hotline.
We have had three successful nights 
this season at Oak Flat with fine skies 
and good attendance and hope that 
everyone will come and enjoy yet 
another opportunity to take in the 
beautiful New Mexico dark skies.

TAAS Observatory Dedicated 
August 8, 1992

20 Years

http://nmspacehistory.com
http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Low Visibility

For forty years I would walk 
to the flight line, strap on a jet 

and go to work.  Before the flight I 
would always review the weather 
report and look for the forecast 
on visibility. During times of bad 
weather, we pilots would have 
to deal with low visibility.  We 
were trained to operate in these 
conditions.  Our success depended 
not on our ability to see the ground 
but rather on our ability to fly off of 
instruments.

We are now in the low visibility 
season for astronomy.  The annual 
monsoons of the southwest almost 
guarantee that we will have to 
observe by instruments.  So, what 

does this mean?  First of all it will 
probably be safe.  That is good. 
It means we will again be able to 
observe clearly in a few months.

Recently we had a TAAS general 
meeting devoted to favorite 
astronomy books.  It was obvious 
many TAAS members share a love 
for reading.  Low visibility gives us 
an opportunity to catch up on our 
astronomy magazines as well as 
complete the three or more books 
most of us are reading at one time.  
I just completed Bob Berman’s 
excellent book on the sun, The 
Sun’s Heartbeat.  Bob is a regular 
contributor to Astronomy magazine 
and I recommend his book.

My favorite instrument for cloudy 
night observing is Google Search.  
I often type in something like 
“images of the planets.” Next 
thing I know I am deep in the 
solar system viewing the wonders 
of the planets, asteroids, comets, 
and of course Pluto.  Any subject 
will do for searching.  The fun is 
encountering the unknown.  The 
images I click on in the search 
results often are associated with 
interesting articles that provide 
more information.  Needless to
say, a lot of time can be spent 
flying with Google Search.

To provide us with another 
instrument during low visibility, 
in August TAAS will launch an 
open forum discussion on Yahoo 
called TAAS ASTRO Open Forum.  
Details will be released in a few 
weeks.  In the meantime, happy 
observing by instruments.

OBSERVE      EDUCATE      HAVE FUN

TAAS will launch an open 
forum discussion on Yahoo 
called TAAS ASTRO Open 
Forum.

TAAS to Tour the VLA

Tour includes a climb
 into antenna.

On Sunday, August 26, TAAS has 
been invited to visit the Very Large 
Array (VLA).  TAAS member and 
former president Judy Stanley will 
be our host.  Details for the trip are 
being coordinated by former TAAS 
president Dale Murray.  We will meet in 
Albuquerque at 0900 MDT (9 a.m.) at a 
place to be determined and car pool to 
the VLA.  

We are encouraged to bring along a 
picnic lunch and drink to be enjoyed 
in the VLA picnic area (shaded).  The 
tour will include a climb up into one 
of the antennas.  Visitors who wish to 
complete the climb must wear closed 
toed shoes.  Visitors may elect to stop 
in Socorro on the trip home to have 
dinner.  More details will be provided 
on the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.org 
in August.

It is not necessary to sign up ahead 
of time for the trip. The VLA will be 
able to accommodate whatever 
numbers participate. Questions can be 
addressed to taas@taas.org.

http://www.TAAS.org
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is to come with this fabulous new 
capability at GNTO. 

In August, we’ll have one GNTO 
New Moon observing event on the 
18th celebrating the 20th anniversary 
of your observatory, which was 
dedicated on August 8, 1992! Stay 
tuned on TAAS-L for more information 
on how we will be celebrating. The 
following weekend, we will conduct 
a fall cleanup party to spiff up the 
place for our Equinox Open House / 
Picnic / Observing / Training event in 
September. Watch TAAS-L for the call 
for volunteers—it’s usually a fun time 
and we might have an impromptu 
observing night afterwards.

We had another productive, if sparsely 
attended GNTO Committee meeting on 

June 21with Ray Collins and his spouse 
as gracious hosts, once again. Maybe 
we need better food or adult beverages 
to increase our attendance at these 
important meetings? Running a facility 
like GNTO takes a lot of manpower 
and my work situation has made me 
less available for observatory duties, so 
I really encourage anyone who wants 
to become involved in the running of 
an observatory to step up. 

There are things to do for people 
of all levels and types of expertise.  
Beginners will learn a lot about 
astronomy, I promise you! The more 
people who share the load, the easier it 
is on all of us—plus, the more people 
we can get to contribute, the better all 
our GNTO experiences will be. Our 
next GNTO committee meeting is 
Thursday, August 23. As always, we 
welcome participation from all TAAS 
members. If you’ve never been to one 

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch

GNTO news this month leads again 
with the new TAAS Member-Friendly 
CCD Astrophotography. As you can 
see for yourself from Bill Wallace’s 
article elsewhere in this issue, we’re 
getting some spectacular results. Bill 
and the imaging crew (Lisa Wood, Pete 
Eschman, and me) are still making 
great strides in implementing and 
tuning the program. Thanks again to 
Bill, et al.—I know we are going to 
make this incredible new equipment/
capability at GNTO a big success.

As I write this, it’s about 11:30 p.m. 
on our only July GNTO observing 
night (Saturday, July 21). Turnout was 
great—over 25 people and 11 scopes, 
a couple of pairs of binoculars on the 
observing field, and the C14 in the 
small dome where Bill was training 
Mike Molitar and demoing the setup to 
several other people.  Added at 1 a.m.: 
there are still 6 people with scopes 
here! Lots of meteors, too—early 
Perseids and Alpha Capricornids. Yeah, 
I never heard of them either, but those 
seem to be what we saw. I just walked 
the field, and everyone says they have 
seen a lot tonight in spite of the clouds. 
I guess during monsoon season, our 
standards for good nights are lower. 
As always, no matter what the sky 
conditions, there is always plenty of 
good company and conversation at 
GNTO.

We had a second June GNTO event 
on the 23rd, and although the weather 
didn’t fully cooperate, we still had a 
good night. There was a light turnout, 
but we had a number of  first-time 
visitors and guests.  I got my first 
“unassisted” (Bill helped a lot, but I 
punched all the keys on the computer! 
;-) photo from the new system, a 
beautiful shot of M27 (elsewhere in 
this issue). To top it all off, I posted 
the picture to my Facebook Page and 
to the TAAS Facebook page from the 
observatory! This is just a taste of what 

of our committee meetings, attendance 
is a super way to become involved 
with the running of your observatory 
(plus--free food!). We need all the help 
we can get, since it does indeed take a 
village to run an observatory.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members 
and their guests. We have at least 
one or two official observing night 
gatherings every month, weather 
permitting. We are also having 
increasing numbers of unofficial flash 
observing events, and Bill Wallace is 
planning on announcing special short-
notice CCD imaging nights, too—keep 
your eyes open on TAAS-L. 

You will appreciate the warm and 
comfortable Robert Ortega Building 
(the ROost), and our guest trailer next 
to the dome is always open with coffee, 
hot chocolate and any snacks you 
might want to share. Our 16” Isengard 
scope in the big dome, the Big Glass 
that the club’s “Old Guard” often 
bring to these observing nights, and 
our four loaner Dobsonian scopes are 
just a few of the pieces of sophisticated 
astronomical equipment waiting for 
you at your observatory. Please plan 
your next trip to GNTO soon. If you 
have any questions about GNTO or 
GNTO committee meetings, contact 
me, Steve Welch. Email:gnto@taas.org, 
505-866-7668 (home) or 303-530-2661 
(mobile).

There are things to do for 
people of all levels and 
types of expertise. 

Kids learn the mechanics of the night sky 
thanks to Stellarium. More from TAAS 
Educational Outreach on page 8.
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A u g u s t  2 0 1 2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

3 4 
August 
General
Meeting 

5
First Sunday at
NM Museum of 
Natural History 
& Science

6 7 8 
GNTO
Dedication 1992
Happy 20th 
Anniversary!

9 10 11
Oak Flat Star 
Party

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16
 

17 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

18 
GNTO NM

19 20 21 22 23
GNTO 
Committee
 Meeting

24 25
GNTO Fall 
Cleanup

26
VLA Tour,
Details TBA

27

     

28 
Eldorado High 
School
Star Event 

29 30
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

31

Update: 
Out-of-this-world Award Money

AS THE 
WINNER
of the Astronomy Magazine 2011 Out-
of-this-world Award, TAAS received 
$2,500.  At the July TAAS Board of Direc-
tors meeting it was decided to investigate 
using the money to improve telescope 
viewing at public events.  This includes 
making viewing accessible to observers 
with disabilities as well as the best use of 
imaging equipment.  

All TAAS members are encouraged to 
submit their suggestions regarding these 
proposals to the BOD for consideration.  
All TAAS members earned this award; 
therefore all members should be involved 
in the final decision.  Please send your 
suggestions to taas@taas.org.

?



The Sidereal Times August 2012

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 5

Saturday, August 4, 2012, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Out of This World
New Mexico’s Contributions to Space Travel

Loretta Hall
author of

Out of This World: New Mexico’s Contributions to Space Travel

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
September
General
Meeting

2
First Sunday at
NM Museum of 
Natural History 
and Science

3 4 5
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7
Bachechi Open 
Space Star Party

8 Oak Flat
 Star Party
Okie-Tex 
Star Party 
Opens

9 10 11 12 13
 

14 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

15 
GNTO NM

16
Okie-Tex Star 
Party Closes

17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21
Explora Adult 
Night

22 Fall Equinox
GNTO
Equinox
Picnic/
Training

23 
30

Cosmic
Carnival 

24

     

25 
Lowell 
Elementary 
School Star 
Event

26 27
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

28 29 
October
General
Meeting
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TAAS Members Support Veterans at VA Hospital

Anthony Martinez 
(Army) instructs 
Jim Walley (ex-
Marine Vietnam) 
on how to view 
the Sun. Assisting 
is Tom Graham 
(Marine).

Roger Kennedy 
(Navy) arranges 
solar displays 
on the solar 
education table.

Some of Roger’s 
display items on 
the solar education 
table.

Anthony Martinez 
and Tom Graham 
show visitors the 
Sun.

Photos courtesy Bill Armstrong (VA), Roger Kennedy (TAAS) and Dee Friesen (TAAS)

M13 Hercules 
Globular 
Cluster 

Imaged from San Pedro 
Creek, NM over the nights 
of June 9, 10, and 11, 2012.

AP 160 @7.7.  SBIG STF-
8300
LRGB.  Total exposure 
5.25. hours.

—Dan Richey
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by Bill Wallace

THE NEW GNTO Imaging 
Program guided by Steve 
Welch, Lisa Wood, Pete 
Eschman, and me has begun 
operation. It will be available at 
GNTO new moon and training 
events. I intend to be available 
for additional evenings from the 
last quarter moon to the first 
quarter.

The main equipment is shown 
here. It is a Celestron 14-inch 
SCT on a Losmandy G11 
mount. Replacing the secondary 
is a Hyperstar which changes 
the C-14 to a Schmidt camera 
at F1.9. On top of that is a 6 
megapixel CCD-Labs one-shot 
color camera. On the dovetail 
above that is an Orion 80mm 
Short Tube refractor for guiding. 
A computer is used to point the 
telescope, guide it, control the 
camera, accept the downloaded 
pictures, and process the 
images. Bring a thumb drive 
and take home your images. 
The FITS files are also available 
if you want to process them at 
home.

The configuration shown is 
especially effective for imaging 
deep-space objects (DSO’s). 
My favorite targets are galaxies.  
Interest has been expressed in 
imaging asteroids. Configuration 
changes can be made to do live 
imaging of asteroid occultations 
or planetary imaging. We will try 
to accommodate all interests.

GNTO’s Imaging
System Gets
User-Friendly

TAAS Members Support Veterans at VA Hospital

Bring a thumb drive and 
take home your images.

The configuration 
shown here is especially 
effective for imaging 
deep-space objects.

The picture above is
Steve Welch’s first solo 
imaging effort. 

M27 looks pretty good.
—Bill Wallace
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Three Great Sun-day Opportunities 
at the Natural History Museum

by Roger Kennedy

AFTER SEVERAL years in the dark, 
the 16-inch Meade telescope in the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural History 
and Science (NMMNH) Observatory 
is back in business.  The new director 
of the NMMNH, Charlie Walter, has 
reopened the observatory providing the 
opportunity for TAAS members to once 
again volunteer. 

Take your pick or pick them all. With 
three different ongoing solar programs 
at the New Mexico Museum of Natural 
History and Science, you have a real 
choice.

The first Sunday of every month, 
museum admission is free and TAAS is 
hosting solar viewing from 11:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. TAAS members are invit-
ed to bring their solar telescopes, solar 
filtered telescopes, or binoculars to the 
museum to educate the public about 
the Sun. The educational outreach crew 
will bring the new library 80mm Lunt to 
the event. Other activities include the 
Our Magnetic Sun kit, and interpretation 
of SOHO and SDO images.

The second Sunday of each 
month is Solar Sunday at the museum. 
From 12:00 until 3:00 p.m., volunteers 
operate the 16" Meade LX200 museum 
observatory telescope with DayStar 
H-alpha filter. The museum education 
staff and volunteers will coordinate fam-
ily oriented bilingual activities. Regular 
admission fees apply. 

If that isn’t enough time in the Sun, 
from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. every 
Monday through Saturday, volunteers 
will operate the observatory telescope 
giving visitors more  H-alpha views of 
the Sun. 

With such an ambitious program, 
the NMMNH can use some help. TAAS 
members are urged to volunteer.  The 
museum staff will provide training on 
the observatory scope. It’s a great op-
portunity to run a fine observatory and 
do some educational outreach. Contact 
Roger Kennedy rwkennedy45@cen-
turylink.net  for more information or to 
volunteer.

Bosque School
July Educational Outreach
by Roger Kennedy

TAAS provided an Astronomy Day 
educational program for the Bosque 
School Summer Camp on July 16 for 
15 campers and three adult leaders. 
The group used the Charlie Bates 
solar glasses to look at the Sun, 
moved onto the telescopes and then 
the Our Magnetic Sun table activities 
and discussion.  Next we outlined the 
Zodiac constellations, learned how to 
use the star chart and star wheel, and 
finished up our day navigating the 
Stellarium virtual planetarium program 
in the computer center. The four hours 
flew by with many good questions 
with the understanding that no matter 
how much we know there is always 
more to learn. 

Left, Taylor Ranch 
Library: The face 
says it all. This is 
what outreach is all 
about, really reaching 
a budding new 
astronomer.

Right, Roger Kennedy 
projects the Sun’s image 
for two visitors at Cherry 
Hills Library.

Above, Tony Martinez 
shows off the Sun’s 
spotted face.

Thanks to Kim Fike of Bosque School 
and Linda Kennedy of ABC Libraries/
TAAS for their assistance. We look 
forward to returning to Bosque School 
for a Sunny Days solar outreach event, 
and providing solar observing for 
the upcoming New Mexico Science 
Teachers Association (NMSTA) Fall 
Conference in early October.

Left, Bosque School 
summer campers get a 
good look at the Sun.

Special Thanks to Barry Spletzer
 for captions.
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman or Steve Welch for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, August 17. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 1 2

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 218 218 0
Family 61 64 -3
Education 13 12 1
Military 3 4 -1
Total Paid 298 281 17
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 338 341 -3

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s
Rania Bakkar

Jeff Bender
Roger Elsinger

Mary Grabowsky
Anne Hao

Tony Marquez
R. Alan Maurer
 Hannah Meek

Eric Metzler
Robert Ritt

Dan Rossbach
Carla Smith

Jim von Haden
Monty Woods

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
Persson-Reeves

Eclipse Donation
Albert Brettner
Monti Woods

GNTO
Monti Woods

Lance Hurt
Alan Scott

DARK SKY
Horton Newsom

Ed Juddo

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
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Dim Nebulas in 
Cassiopeia: IC1805, Heart 
Nebula, and IC1848, Soul 
Nebula. Both very large with 
many small open clusters 
included. These are located in 
the Perseus spiral arm about 
7,000 light-years away.

Equipment: AT72ED with 
ATFF f/7, SBIG ST8300M 
FW5, iOptron iEQ45 mount, 
autoguider SBIG SG-4 with 
AT102ED f/7. RGB 15:10:15 
x3 minutes, RGB 20:20:20 
x3minutes. Software: 
CCDSoft V5, Nebulosity V2.4, 
MaxIm DL IP V5, Photoshop 
Elements V9. January and 
February 2012, Tijeras, NM.

—John Laning

Heart 

and Soul
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Roger Kennedy  505-296-2405 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel  505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@taas.org

2 0 1 2  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
505-856-1593

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-296-9632, 505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary  / Librarian

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Amy Estelle
Director

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Roger Kennedy
Director/Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
505-296-2405 (H)

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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