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Life in the Universe Series

TAAS kicks off its summer general 
meetings with a two-part series on life 
in the universe:

7 p.m. Saturday, June 18, at 103 
Regener Hall, UNM

“The Origins of Life and the Drake 
Equation.” Dave Pitonzo.

What is life? What are the conditions 
that bring it about? In Part 1 of Life in the 
Universe, TAAS Board Member Dave 
Pitonzo takes on questions involving 
the origins of life. He follows with a 
discussion of the 1970s Drake equation, 
which established a framework for 
estimating the number of technological 
civilizations in our galaxy.

Pitonzo, who taught a course in 
astrobiology at Portland State 
University, considers the roles of 
thermodynamics, water, and carbon in 
life formation. How does an RNA work 
affect the development of complex life?

He will then step through the factors 
for the Drake equation, setting the stage 
for a follow-on debate July 16 on the 
likelihood of detecting a technological 
civilization beyond the Earth.

For June, Becky Ramotowski, award-
winning photographer, will present 
an introduction to astrophotography. 
It’s not the camera.  It’s the creative 
force behind the lens. Bring your 
cameras and questions for Becky as 
she discusses her favorite tricks and 
tips for making the most of whatever 

camera you have to take great sky 
shots. She’ll cover the best camera 
settings and situations for the Moon, 
Sun, and stars plus her tried-and-true 
methods for capturing International 
Space Station passes. See you at 
Regener Hall at 6:00 p.m. on June 18.

THE LAGOON NEBULA (M8) is set against the stars of the southern Milky Way, which is currently riding 
low in the south before dawn.  It is lit up by the hot, young stars of the embedded cluster NGC 6530.  
Numerous dark gas clouds can be seen obscuring the background nebula.  This image was taken from 
the moderately light-polluted sky of Santa Fe, using a SkyGlow filter on a  DS Pro-V2 6.1 megapixel color 
camera.  It is composed of 36 five-minute exposures taken during the pre-dawn hours of May 4 and 6  
(no clouds, wind, or moon!) and processed with Maxim DL Essentials.  A six-inch f/4.8 Mak-Newt scope 
(flat-field optics) was used, with a StarShoot autoguider, on a Sirius EQ-G mount.  All equipment, except 
the Explore Scientific scope, is from Orion.    —James Dearing

Astronomy 101

Introduction to Astrophotography           Dave Pitonzo

http://www.taas.org
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continued on page 6 . . .

Buy No Binos
(before reading 
this!)
 
Lisa Wood
 
BEFORE you run out to buy 
binoculars, perhaps for the special 
Oak Flat Binocular Observing 
Session on June 25 (7:30 p.m.), 
you might want to read this revealing Q&A contributed by several 
TAAS members.  Many thanks! (Due to space constraints, complete 
answers will be posted on the TAAS e-mail list.)
 
Q.	 What	kind	of	binoculars	do	you	think	are	best	for	

astronomy?
 
And the winner is . . . One theme that stood out clearly among the 
answers was the virtue of image-stabilized (IS) binoculars. Many of 
our stargazers sang the praises of these pricey instruments designed 
to reduce or eliminate image shake when the binoculars are hand 
held, a problem that intensifies with increased magnification. 
Brands of image-stabilized binoculars include Canon, Fujinon, 
Nikon, Carl Zeiss, and Bushnell, with Canon most often mentioned 
by our respondents as the one they own or would like to own. Size 
seems to be a matter of personal preference, with recommendations 
ranging from 10x30 to 16x60. As with all binoculars, weight vs. 
magnification is a major trade-off to consider.

Here is a medley of members’ rave comments about image-
stabilized binoculars: “the best hand-held ones for astronomy . . 
.  jaw-droppingly good if you have close to a grand to spend . . . 
the 16x eyepieces allow one to pull in every Messier object and a 
whole slew of NGC goodies . . . you have to see them to believe 
them . . . very relaxing to use . . . stars are SHARP . . . if these ever 
get dropped I’ll sing the blues . . . image stabilization makes all the 
difference in the world (above the world?).”

But other types have their uses and adherents, too, as shown by 
these answers.

A.        Almost any binoculars will give useful views of astro 
objects—if they can be held steadily. A mount that allows the 
observer to be comfortable while holding the binocs and scanning 
the sky is necessary for anything beyond a “quick look.”   BL 
 
A,        I like the tilt mirror binocs (now available from your 
Telescope Loan Coordinator) much better than any system I’ve 
seen.  You can scan the sky without craning your neck, wrestling 
with a clumsy parallelogram, or standing on your head in a funny 
chair.   BS
 
A.        I have a pair of Meade rubber armored 15X80s. They 
require me to wear glasses or contacts as their focusing range is 

insufficient for my 6-diopter correction.  Optically they are quite 
nice but definitely need a tripod. BN

A.        I have a pair of Orion Mini-Giants 9x63.  They came with 
the L-bracket.  My only complaint is that they do not have a diopter 
adjustment for each eye.   They are neither too small nor too heavy 
IMHO.       PG
 
A.       The Celestron 15x 70’s I bought from Amazon for 60 bucks 
are a lot of fun. Cons: Too heavy for careful observing w/o a tripod. 
Pros: Reasonably good optics near center field, and mucho cheapo. 
I have some smaller, less powerful Nikons that I use for scanning at 
times, but despite the size, aren’t that heavy.  JRS

Lending a Hand

Lynne Olson, Events Coordinator, has joined the TAAS Board 
as a Director.

Art VanDereedt, TAAS Secretary, is now the TAAS Librarian 
as well, succeeding Bob Hufnagel.

After just a few seconds the 
sky is in motion making it 
difficult to identify fainter 

objects.

7 p.m. Saturday, July 16, at 103 Regener Hall, UNM
“A Debate on SETI.” Penelope Boston and David Blair. 

Moderated by Judy Stanley.

SETI, the search for extraterrestrial intelligence, has been 
underway with for decades now. How likely is it to succeed?

Biologist Penelope Boston and TAAS Vice President David 
Blair will take up this question, echoing the 1990s written 
debate between astronomer Carl Sagan and evolutionary 
biologist Ernst Mayer. Though the debaters represent 
themselves rather than these predecessors, Boston generally 
takes the Sagan position that a search is likely to succeed in 
the foreseeable future. Blair, on the other hand, will argue 
that intelligent civilizations are extremely rare and detecting 
one in the near future is unlikely.

Judy Stanley, Education Officer at the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory, will moderate TAAS’s first-ever 
debate. Following opening statements, she will lead the 
discussion, first among the debaters and then opening the 
discussion to audience participation.

.  .  .  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
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DEVELOPMENT of our GNTO Video Outreach setup made 
some good progress last month, with a successful deployment 
at the May 7 Oak Flat public star party. Pete Eschman and I 
managed a stunningly successful first attempt.  Later in the 
month, Lance Hurt and I made another successful deployment 
at the Explora Adult Night on May 20, although clouds made 
that more of an equipment test than a great public astronomy 
event.  Still, we’re fired up for the June 9 La Vida Llena 
retirement community star party—more on that below.

Enthusiasm at the June 4 new moon observing event at GNTO 
was only slightly dampened by the smoke from the fires in 
Arizona and New Mexico.  Good conversation made up for 
less than optimum sky conditions, as is often the case.  Alan 
Scott and Simon Arnet both brought guests, and Lisa gave her 
“First Time to GNTO” prize to one of them. Both guests were 
impressed by our facility and I think we may have snagged 
two new TAAS members!  Alan set up his 20” and Lisa and Bill 
chatted with the guests and showed off the Isengard while we 
got some glimpses of the thin crescent Moon through Alan’s 
scope in sucker holes.  
Unfortunately, shortly 
after sunset clouds 
appeared and we were 
socked in. While Alan 
disassembled his scope 
and Bill left, we grumbled 
about the weather until 
someone noticed a 
clearing spot overhead 
and M51 was in it!  

Soon the whole sky 
cleared but the smoke had 
reduced the transparency 
a lot—limiting naked-eye 
magnitude was about 
3.5.  Alan set his scope up 
again, and Lisa opened 
the Isengard.  We had a 
good couple of  hours of 
observing, the highlight 
of which (for me) was 
a visual spotting of the 
supernova that flared up 
June 1 in M51!  I am pretty sure I saw it.  Alan and Simon and 
the guests all have better eyes than me, and they all definitely 
spotted the supernova, so that was Way Cool.  Having the 
Internet available was crucial in producing finder charts and 
brightness estimates.  Alan and Lisa both did some observing 
while we shuttled back and forth between Alan’s scope and the 
Isengard—nice views of Saturn and several Messier objects.  
Wind and the terrible transparency took their toll, and after 
a while Alan and I were the last observers standing. After 
midnight, the transparency slowly improved to maybe mag 
4.5 and the Milky Way finally peeked out, just barely.  I stuck 

around at GNTO after Alan left, almost making the first “GNTO 
News & Views” column posting live from GNTO over our new 
spiffy Internet connection. When I arrived home in Los Lunas 
about 1:30 a.m. it was totally overcast again.

On June 9, Lance Hurt and I will be using the GNTO Video 
Outreach gear to give seniors at the La Vida Llena retirement 
community some amazing views of the universe.  One of 
my favorite objects to show people with this integrating 
video camera is the Whirlpool Galaxy, M51. We’ll be able to 
show people who might have problems looking through an 
eyepiece the spiral structure of this galaxy, which is 30 million 
light-years away.  Of course, we’ll be pointing out the recent 
supernova. It will be easy to see in our setup, even with a 
smaller telescope than Lance’s 10” SCT.

AS ALWAYS, thanks to Carl Frisch for maintaining “our” 
road—until we get some moisture, the lower mesa road (the 
last 6 miles or so of southbound Claudine) has a few rough 
spots, and we recommend that you hug the west side of the 

road after you pass the 
Garcia turnoff.  Shortly 
after mile marker 4, there 
is a particularly bad spot, 
where hugging the east 
side of the road might be 
better—slowing down 
there might be a good 
idea.  Also, it’s that time 
of year again—many 
baby cows line the road, 
ready to leap in front of 
your car in a completely 
unpredictable fashion—
please slow down when 
you see a calf near the 
road. 

I am in charge of GNTO’s 
CCD imaging program. 
If you are interested 
in doing some CCD 
astrophotography, please 
contact me via e-mail at 
gnto@taas.org to make 

arrangements. Most observing nights, I can have your excellent 
GNTO CCD imaging equipment ready to go in the 10-foot 
dome shortly after dark.  I can quickly show you what you 
need to know to immediately start taking your own pictures 
without having to purchase any expensive equipment. 

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members. These meetings are a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory. We have a dinnertime meeting every 
other month at 6:30 p.m. on a Thursday. If you want to be on 

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch

continued on page 4 . . .

On the Event Horizon

GNTO	Committee		.....................................Thu.,	June	9

La	Vida	Llena	Star	Party	...........................Thu.,	June	9	

Duke	City	Sleep	Out	...................................Fri.,	June	10

Solar	Day	.....................................................Sat.,	June	11	

ATM	SIG	Meeting	...................................Wed.,	June	15	

TAAS	Board	Meeting		.............................Thu.,	June	16

TAAS	General	Meeting	............................ Sat.,	June	18

Astronomy	101	.......................................... Sat.,	June	18

Oak	Flat	Star	Party	.................................. Sat.,	June	25

Sidereal Times	Deadline	................................Fri.,	July	1

GNTO	New	Moon		....................................... Sat.,	July	2
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J u n e  2 0 1 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

.  .  .  G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3
Sidereal Times 
deadline

4 
GNTO NM

5 6 7 8 9 GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

La Vida Llena

10 
Duke City Sleep 
Out

11 Solar Day

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

17 18
TAAS General 
Meeting,
Astronomy 101

19 20 21
Summer Solstice

22 23 24 25 
Oak Flat
Star Party

26
                                                   
     

27

     

28 29 30

June	25—Observing	with	Binoculars

DEE FRIESEN and other experienced binocular observers 
will offer a short lesson on binocular use as one highlight to 
our scheduled June 25 Oak Flat event. It is suggested you 

meet at 7:30 p.m. at the Oak Flat group shelter (it has a roof 
on it south of the observing field). 

 
Bring the following: 

 
1. Any pair of binoculars 

 
2. A chair you can sit in and comfortably look up 

 
3. A favorite thing to look at with binoculars

 (if you have one)

See you there!

the GNTO committee, send me an e-mail, and come to the 
meetings—that’s all it takes.  We will welcome you, for sure—
there are always some hot topics on the agenda, and it takes a 
lot of people to keep the place running. We will be meeting this 
month on June 30, time and place to be announced. 

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and their guests and we 
have at least one or two observing nights every month with 
the usual crowd of astronomy and astronomy-equipment 
“experts” wandering in and out of the comfortable Robert 
Ortega Building.  Also, the Guest Trailer is open with coffee, 
hot chocolate, and any snacks you might want to share. In 
addition to the 16” Isengard scope in the big dome and the 
Big Glass that the club’s “Old Guard” bring to these observing 
nights, we’ve got four loaner Dobsonian scopes at GNTO and a 
bunch of other great equipment waiting for you, so please plan 
your next trip to GNTO soon. If you have any questions about 
GNTO or committee meetings, please contact me, Steve Welch, 
e-mail:gnto@taas.org, 505-866-7668 (home) or 303-530-2661 
(mobile).
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Saturday, June 19, 2011, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Life in the Universe Series, Part I

The Origins of Life and the Drake Equation
Dave Pitonzo, TAAS Board Member

Astronomy 101 at 6:00 P.M.: Introduction to Astrophotography
Becky Romatowski, Award-winning photographer

TAAS General Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

J u l y  2 0 1 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Sidereal Times 
deadline

2 
GNTO NM

3 4 5 6
ATM SIG
Meeting

7 8 9
TAAS General 
Meeting

10 11 12 13 14
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

15
Explora Adult 
Night

16
TAAS General 
Meeting

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21 22 23 
Oak Flat Star 
Party

24
                                                   
      31

25

     

26 27 28 29
Sidereal Times 
deadline

30
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.  .  .  B u y  N o  B i n o s 
( b e f o r e  r e a d i n g  t h i s ! )
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

Opening Oak Flat Recap
Gordon Pegue

OUR FIRST Oak Flat public star party of the season was 
on Saturday, May 7. The event was successful with 18 
Telescopes and 2 or 3 binoculars and between 30 and 40 
members of the public (that’s right, it was a very light public 
turnout) to gaze at a few selected deep-sky objects that 
danced in and out of the evening clouds.

The weather looked promising Saturday afternoon, and 
when I arrived at around 5:15 p.m. to unlock everything, 
it was fabulously clear. That didn’t last long however, with 
poofy clouds forming before sunset and increasing haze and 
cloudiness after. The temperature dropped precipitously after 
sunset, as did the quality of the sky. The telescope docents 
showed the public what few astronomical sights were to be 
had. Steve Welch, with his video system, was a hit. Kevin 
McKeown performed an impromptu constellation tour, and 
yours truly had some good views of Saturn with his lavender 
10” Dob. By 10:30, I was running out of steam and most of 
the public had departed so I packed up my gear. Of course, 
by the time I was ready to leave, the sky conditions had 
started to improve. Ric Thiem graciously offered to take care 
of the Oak Flat closing duties for me. 

NOTABLE folks enjoying the cool temperatures: Robert 
Williams (“I looked at the calendar, saw that Oak Flat was 
the day before Mother’s Day and called Mom and said I’m 
coming up for the weekend!”), Carl Frisch, and Karen Keese 
(gosh, I think it’s been at least seven years since Carl and/
or Karen have attended an Oak Flat event). Dave Pitonzo – 
who stayed most of the night – informed me a few days later 
that the skies cleared nicely after I left, which allowed the few 
remaining observers an opportunity to enjoy the cool and 
clear observing conditions.

Be sure to make plans to attend our next Oak Flat event, 
scheduled for Saturday, June 25. Further announcements will 
be made on the TAAS e-mail list, particularly if the event is 
cancelled due to fire danger.

 
A.        The big guns are a pair of 25X100 Zhumells that I bought 
a year and a half ago and promptly spent more money than I had 
spent on the binos trying to build a mount that would hold them 
properly.  BN
   
A.         The low-dollar approach is to use a decent pair of standard 
10x50s or even light field type 8x40s for observing.  These are good 
starter binos.   EK

A.  For general-purpose binos, I like 10x50s.  Decent light 
grasp but not too heavy to hand hold and 10x is about the limit to 
avoid jitter if you don’t have a mount.  I’ve tried parallelogram 
mounts but tend to prefer a basic tripod with a really smooth pan/
tilt head (think Bogen or similar high-end camera tripod).  In larger 
binos, I have a set of Oberwerk 11x70s.  They are wonderful binos 
but if I were to do it over I’d get the 15x70 version as the exit pupil 
is just a bit too large with the 11x70 and I’m losing light.  SR

Q.									What	kind	of	problems	have	you	experienced	with	
binocular	observing?

  
A.        The biggest problem I had with the Sky Window [a 
binocular mount—more on mounts upcoming] is aiming.  I’ve 
finally attached a green laser to one of the binocular “tubes” 
(today!) and I expect that to work well. The other problem is 
fogging of the eyepiece lenses in cold weather due to moisture from 
my breath. BL
 
A.	       I think the most typical issue I (or anyone else) have 
experienced is buying a pair that are too big for hand-held use. 
After just a few seconds, the sky is in motion making it difficult to 
identify fainter objects.  GP
 
A.         Bigger, heavier binos obviously show fainter objects, but 
are harder to hold steadily.  BL
 
A.	       Fogging/frosting lenses from cold and humidity.  I don’t 
have a good solution, other than to gently wipe the lenses—and 
then cry over the minor scratches.  One partial solution is to wear 
my glasses, and fold down the cups.  AS
 
Q.								What	are	your	favorite	binocular	objects?
 
A.        The Milky Way, especially boundaries between dark and 
star-studded regions.  BL
 
A.        Barnard’s Loop with filters is really cool. Browsing the 
Sagittarius Milky Way area is always a delight. Big, bodaciously 
bright comets are a gas (oh, that’s a bad pun). This list could get 
reeeaallly long....  GP
 
A.        Glob clusters are the eye candy of the binocular world 
IMHO.  JRS 
 
A.      The Pleiades, hands down.  AS

A. The big open clusters like M44, M45, the alpha Perseus 
group (Melotte 20), M7, and NGC 6231 (Northern Jewel Box in 
Scorpius).  Bright comets are a treat as well, especially ones like 
Holmes (17P/Holmes) during its outburst in 2007.  Using 11x70 
binos, I tracked the asteroid Vesta for nearly three months, making 
sketches of its position against the background sky.  SR

So many great responses were sent in on the TAAS e-mail list, 
there will be more of them published in upcoming issues. Thanks 
go to Bob Lagasse, Gordon Pegue, Bob Norton, Alan Scott, John 
Smolley, Ed Kist, Tom Davies, Steve Welch, Barry Spletzer, and 
Steve Riegel.
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I NEARLY had a triplet, but missed some of M-82. M-81 is a Spiral Galaxy 12 million light years 
from us in Ursa Major along with M-82 and a small galaxy, NGC3077.

Equipment : AT102ED f/7 SBIG ST8300M FW5, iOptronieq45, autoguided by SG-4 on a Orion 
80mm Short Tube.90 minutes exposure red, green, blue filters 30x1 minutes for each filter.
Software: CCDSoft V5, PhotoShop Elements V9. Imaged May 2011, Tijeras, NM.

  — John Laning
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The Quest
Gordon Pegue

A few months ago, I introduced an observing program that 
should be easy to complete with diligence and a reasonably sized 
telescope.  I’ll continue that project in a minute, but first I want to 
touch again upon my desire to make this column interactive.  Do 
you personally want this newsletter to be more enjoyable, useful 
and dare I say it, retainable?  You can do so by interacting with me 
at taas.observer@comcast.net.  It would be gratifying to know that 
someone out there in TAAS is attacking this project with gusto and 
determination.

Now back to our project.  Herewith, I present the next 20 Arp 
objects—all galaxies and mostly in and around Ursa Major—for your 
observing pleasure.  I think the most beautiful of all the Arp galaxies 
is M51 in Canes Venatici, just south off the end of the handle of the 
Big Dipper.  On June 1, a Type II supernova in M51 became visible 
and was discovered by amateur astronomer Tom Reiland.  The 
supernova is fading – it’s magnitude now is about 14.5 - but may 
still be visible in a modest sized telescope.  Refer to this link http://
www.astropix.com/HTML/SHOW_DIG/M51_Supernova_2011dh.

htm for an excellent image that will show you where the supernova 
is located.  Once again, all of the Arp objects in this observing 
project are given in Table 3, “One Hundred Recommended Arp 
Fields,” presented in the book The Arp Atlas of Peculiar Galaxies – A 
Chronicle and Observer’s Guide by Jeff Kanipe and Dennis Webb, 
copyright 2006 and published by Willmann-Bell, Inc. www.willbell.
com.

AFTER Looking at the list, here are some notes to keep in mind.  The 
objects could be observed all in one night but you could work on 
April’s set and also observe some of these objects.  In preparing the 
lists, I will select a subset of objects for each installment that can be 
observed over the course of a couple of months, so get cracking!  
The magnitude listed is either for a single object or the brightest in a 
group.  The easiest object to observe is Arp 134, also known as M49; 
the most difficult will be Arps 24 and 176 as they combine small 
size with low surface brightness.  This selection of objects has two 
Arps not listed (Arp 322 and 296) that are in close proximity to ones 
that are (Arp 214 and 299 respectively)—that is why it is important 
to study the area around the group fields as there are usually other 
galaxies involved or nearby.  Complete this list along with April’s and 
you’ll be almost three fifths of the way towards observing the best 
100 Arps.  As always, keep your eyes on deep sky! 

Arp Object Mag
RA Dec

Con
h m deg m

217 NGC 3310 10.8 10 38.77 +53 30.1 UMa

205 NGC 3448 12.0 10 54.50 +54 18.5 UMa

24 NGC 3445 12.6 10 54.61 +56 59.3 UMa

27 NGC 3631 10.4 11 21.05 +53 10.3 UMa

299 NGC 3690 group 11.8 11 28.52 +58 33.8 UMa

214 NGC 3718 10.7 11 32.58 +53 4.0 UMa

234 NGC 3738 11.9 11 35.81 +54 31.5 UMa

280 NGC 3769 12.6 11 37.78 +47 53.5 UMa

289 NGC 3981 12.1 11 56.12 -19 53.7 Cra

22 NGC 4027 11.7 11 59.51 -19 16.5 Crv

134 Messier 49  (NGC 4472) 9.3 12 29.77 +7 59.8 Vir

23 NGC 4618 & 4625 11.2 12 41.60 +41 11.0 CVn

189 NGC 4651 10.8 12 43.71 +16 26.0 Com

163 NGC 4670 12.7 12 45.28 +27 7.5 Com

159 NGC 4747 12.4 12 51.83 +25 47.0 Com

266 NGC 4861 12.3 12 59.05 +34 52.0 CVn

176 NGC 4933 Group 12.7 13 3.92 -11 30.2 Vir

104 NGC 5218, Keenan’s System 12.3 13 32.18 +62 46.0 UMa

178 NGC 5614 12.5 14 24.12 +34 52.7 Boo

136 NGC 5820 12.5 14 58.67 +53 53.2 Boo

http://www.astropix.com/HTML/SHOW_DIG/M51_Supernova_2011dh.htm
http://www.astropix.com/HTML/SHOW_DIG/M51_Supernova_2011dh.htm
http://www.astropix.com/HTML/SHOW_DIG/M51_Supernova_2011dh.htm
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

GENERAL
Jim Degnan, Darrell Eidson, 

Pete Eschman, Steven Eubanks, 
Dan Richey, Les Taliaferro

 EDUCATION
Double Eagle Elementary PTA,
Rudolfo Anaya Elementary PTA

GNTO
Darrell Eidson, Pete Eschman

DARK SKY
Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, 

Robert Hufnagel, Joseph Kehr

D o n a t i o n s  t o 
TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, July 1. The newsletter 
editor’s e-mail address is editor@taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A p r i l  2 0 11

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 200 192 0
Family 64 67 -3
Educational 10 10 0
Military 2 2 0
Total Paid 276 279 -3
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 41 41 0
Total Members 324 327 -3

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
o r  R e t u r n i n g 

T A A S  M e m b e r s

ALEX ACERRA

DOUGLAS RAY

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Art VanDereedt

TAAS Board Meeting
Thursday, May 12, 2011

Agenda
Directors present: Steve Snider (President), David Blair (Vice 
President), Art VanDereedt (Secretary), Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Lynne Olson (Events Coordinator), Tom Davies, Steve Welch, 
Melissa Kirk, Dave Pitonzo, Daniel Zirzow

Missing Members: Ray Collins, Bob Havlen, Steve Riegel

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Approval of Minutes –Dispensing of approval of old minutes

Preliminary introductory discussion on AED (automated 
external defibrillator) devices by _______ of EM Aspects, LLC

Summary of discussion: (1) Demonstration, (2) Preliminary 
cost, (3) Maintenance agreement, (4) Training and (5) Liability

Conclusion - Discussion after the demonstration on acquiring a 
device and what would be involved in using and training. It was 
agreed to look forward at the plan for purchasing for GTNO site 
not getting the wall mount. The money for the purchase would 
come from the general fund.

Committee Reports 

a. Education - Tom Davies went over a number of recent 
Star Party high school events, including the one at Placitas 
High School, which was well attended by 80 people and 13 
telescopes, but not very well coordinated by the coordinator.

At another high school event at Heritage High School, there 
were 300 people present and it was held in 5 sessions. Bob 
Hufnagel assisted with some of the planetarium work.

Finally, Tom summarized the report to say that 9 CAT Star 
Parties were planned next year, along with 2 CAT 3 events.

 
b. Finance -   Dan presented an account summary, as follows:

ACCOUNT SUMMARY  -   Total Funds on Deposit 
                   Current                Previous                       Change
Totals:         $35,390.84          $34,432.69                   $ 958.15 

General   - $10,047.43          GNTO - $10,681.14 
Education  - $7,163.57          Dark Sky - $1,526.01 
Science Fair - $325.00          Special Projects - $5,457.23 
Cosmic Carnival - $00.00    with $180.46 – not in total

c. GNTO

The only event worth mentioning is that a shutter blew off the 
small dome. Carl found it and put it back – no damage. 

Nat locked up. Ray and I had a good talk - April 28, Messier 
day.

Upcoming GNTO events: the outreach program

d. Membership  No changes

e. Events (Lynne Olson) 

- Putting together a calendar
- Oak Flat now wants an MOU (Memo of Understanding) 
for usage. It has a $10 fee for key. But it is now closed on 
Saturday.
- Open Pad June 9, starting at 8 a.m. Solar event at Bodome 
Museum, Saturday 2–4 p.m.
- Museum of Natural History – every Saturday
- Steve Riegel - Personal Solar telescope????
- Discussion with Don Bartlet, Metropolitan Homeless 
Association 
- Work with him at Griffith Observatory
- Coordinate with women to donate telescope
- May 6, 7 Heron Lake 

f. Special Projects (David Blair) 

- John Fleck, Albuquerque Journal – Water Management of 
the West
- June/ July – Debate on Life in the Universe – SETI
- Lanny Dickle - August 

g. Campus Observatory - This is the last event of the school 
year.

h. New Events

- Santa Fe Opera
- 50 people going to Chama star party
- Oak Flat Report
- Gordon Report
- June 11 - Solar Day 
- Balloon Fiesta - Children 
- August 11 - Open Space, NASA 
- September 18 - Cosmic Carnival 
- Edge Lukering Library

Art VanDereedt is now the TAAS librarian, having taken material 
from Bob Hufnagel and is proceeding to organize the material 
according to the existing list.

Meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.
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  Archivist    Pat Appel   505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   505-277-1141 (W) darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   505-821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson   505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Steve Welch   505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel   505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org

2 0 1 1  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snider
President

president@taas.org
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-296-9632, 505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary  / Librarian

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
505-821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Melissa Kirk
Director

505-385-0113

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator

Photo
events_coordinator@taas.org                                not

505-856-2537                                  available

Dave Pitonzo
Director

dpitonzo at comcast dot net
503-939-3297

Steve Riegel
Director / Public Relations

pr@taas.org
505-274-3362

Steve Welch
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
505-866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 50581

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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