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Observe—Educate—Have Fun

November General Meeting

November’s General Meeting  
program will be an Astro Swap 
Meet. Members are invited to 
bring astronomy-related items 
they would like to sell, trade, or 
give away.

The meeting will be held Satur-
day, November 20, at 7:00 p.m. 
at UNM’s Regener Hall. See the 
map on the last page of this issue.
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6.......Cactus Moon, School Star 
         Parties, Sequoyah Star Party
7.......Meeting Minutes,
         Nov. Observing Challenge

  8......Placitas Star Party, Arp 148,
          GNTO Nov. 6 NM Report
  9......TAAS Reports & Notices
10......Comet Hartley2 Photo
11......TAAS Directors, Staff

Dave Pitonzo

This is just a reminder to everyone 
about the Astronomy 101 session at 6:00 
p.m. in Regener Hall before the General 
Meeting on November 20. The topic 
will be “Considerations on Purchasing 
a Telescope.”  After a brief introduction 
on the most common commercially 
available telescope designs, a panel will 
discuss the pros and cons of each. We 
will discuss additional concerns with 
the goal of fitting the type of telescope to 
the needs and expectations of the buyer. 
Remember, the public is always invited 
to our sessions, so if you know anyone 
who might be interested in purchasing 
a telescope this holiday season, let them 
know about this special event.

Gordon Pegue Completes Observing of 
Entire Arp Galaxy Catalog

Dee Friesen

LONG-TIME TAAS MEMBER and current 
TAAS Board of Directors member Gordon 
Pegue  recently completed one of the 
most challenging visual observing lists in 
amateur astronomy.  Beginning his project 
at the Texas Star Party in 2005, Gordon 
has successfully observed all 338 fields in 
the Arp Atlas of Peculiar Galaxies.  Each 
field contains from one to three galaxies 
with 18 of the fields containing galaxy 
groups known as Hickson Galaxy Groups, 
each group possessing up to five galaxies.  

Most of the Arp galaxies are faint at about 
14th magnitude with some fainter than 16th 
magnitude. (See the photo on page 8 for 
an example.) The total number of galaxies 
that Gordon observed is more than 600.  
He used both his 18-inch and 20-inch 
Dobsonian telescopes to complete the list.  

This type of accomplishment is far beyond 
the effort of most amateur astronomers.  
It requires tremendous planning, patience, 
observing skill, and perseverance to 
accomplish this feat, and it should stand as 
an inspiration to other observers seeking a 
challenging observing goal to pursue.

DR. HALTON ARP, staff astronomer at the 
Mt. Palomar and Mt. Wilson observatories 
for 28 years, published his Atlas of 
Peculiar Galaxies in 1966. At the time, the 
physical processes that caused galactic 
irregularities were little understood. Arp 
photographed many anomalous galaxies 
as examples to be studied. Many of the 
phenomena are now known to be the 
result of interactions such as collisions. 
For further reading, consult The Arp Atlas 
of Peculiar Galaxies, A Chronicle and 
Observer’s Guide by Jeff Kanipe and Dennis 
Webb (Willman-Bell, 2006).

Congratulations to Gordon Pegue, 
TAAS Master Observer.

Astronomy 101 to Discuss 
Telescope Buying Pros and Cons

The mast of 
GNTO’s new 

online weather 
station frames 

a harvest moon. 
Link to GNTO 

Weather Station 
at the bottom 

of GNTO home 
page http://

www.taas.org/
taas/gnto/index.

html. More on 
page 3.

http://www.taas.org
www.taas.org/taas/gnto/index.html
www.taas.org/taas/gnto/index.html
www.taas.org/taas/gnto/index.html
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Robert Williams

This is it. TAAS needs you...
THE ALBUQUERQUE ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 
(TAAS) began more than 50 years ago as a group of amateur 
astronomers (The Albuquerque Astronomers) looking to share 
their interest in astronomy. Like many other groups, TAAS be-
gan with just a dozen or so people meeting in living rooms, 
dens, and dining rooms. Before long they outgrew their meet-
ing locations and developed an interest in sharing astronomy 
outside their own circle.

Today TAAS membership hovers around 300. We have one of 
the most advanced and well-equipped observatories of any as-
tronomy club in the country, and we do more than two dozen 
astronomy-related events a year. This is a huge effort for an or-
ganization run entirely by volunteers, but with the help of our 
members, we can and do make it happen year in and year out.

I would like to thank all who have helped with our events this 
past year. If you have ever attended one of the Oak Flat Star 
Parties, you have some idea of the large number of members 
who help out and give of their time and share their telescopes 
with the public. 

I would like to acknowledge one group of volunteers who 
make all we do possible and without whose help this orga-
nization would not exist—the TAAS Board of Directors and 
Officers. Even though they are too often overlooked or their 
efforts taken for granted, more often than not they are there 
with their telescopes alongside the many other volunteers do-
ing what TAAS does best. Without them TAAS would not be 
what it is today. 

I cannot begin to thank them enough for all the behind-the-
scenes activity that makes this such a great organization and 
so popular in the community. Because of them we are able to 
impress and awe so many people in and around the Albuquer-
que area. With each person who looks through a telescope for 

the first time, we gain a potential ally in the fight against light 
pollution and maybe give them just a little more understand-
ing of our place in the universe.

EACH YEAR AT THE JANUARY MEETING, all regular 
TAAS members have a chance to affect the leadership and di-
rection of TAAS by voting on or nominating a slate of officers 
for the upcoming year. The four officers are the President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer. Once elected, the 2011 of-
ficers will meet and choose up to ten more members to serve 
on the Board of Directors. Together they will manage all the 
affairs of this organization. It is a wonderful opportunity and 
great pleasure to be a part of this group and to have a say in 
what gets done and how for the next year.

Dan Clark has agreed to continue as Treasurer, and Steve 
Snider has agreed to serve as either President or Vice Presi-
dent for another year. So we are looking for a Secretary and 
either President or Vice President of TAAS. I am asking for 
nominations. If you or someone you know is interested in one 
of these positions please contact me and I will answer any 
questions you may have. 

We are also seeking names of anyone interested in serving on 
the Board of Directors; we will provide those names to the of-
ficers for consideration in selecting the Directors. Also if you 
wish to serve TAAS, but not as a Director, we are looking for 
members to participate on committees. The standing commit-
tees are: GNTO, Education, Membership, and PR/Advertising. 
Others are formed as specific needs arise. If you would like to 
be considered for a possible committee position, please let me 
know.

If you have considered getting more involved and have been 
waiting for just the right time, this is it. Please contact me and I 
will try and answer your questions.

Robert Williams, President
president@taas.org, (505) 270-5857

Dee Friesen

THE EXPLORA Science Center has again invited TAAS to participate in 
Telescope Amnesty Day. On Saturday, December 4, 2010, from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., closet astronomers will bring their seldom-used telescopes 
to Explora for instructions on how to set up and use their equipment.

This is a wonderful opportunity for TAAS members to share their knowledge 
of telescopes and astronomy with children of all ages.  The people bringing 
their telescopes to Explora are eager to learn how to use their equipment. 
The hands-on instruction provided by TAAS members will be beneficial to 
the people needing help with their telescopes, and the effort can possibly 
result in new TAAS members.

More details will be provided as the date approaches for the event.  Dee 
Friesen is the TAAS coordinator for the program and can be contacted at 
friesend@comcast.net. 

Telescope Amnesty Day Dec. 4

TAAS members John Laning, Dave Blair, Carl Frisch, and Barry Spletzer assist Explora 
staff member Ellen Welker with her telescope at  the 2009 Telescope Amnesty Day.
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information out by way of our TAAS-L e-mail list. Steve and I 
discussed details of the hardware we installed on September 
23 and our plans to connect an Internet feed on October 30. 

AT THE END OF THE MEETING I announced my inten-
tion to retire as GNTO director in January. Steve Welch has 
volunteered to take over the job, providing he has the neces-
sary level of support from the GNTO committee. I believe the 
plan is to distribute more of the director’s work to individual 
committee members as part of the transition to a new director. 
It will be up to our new slate of elected TAAS officers to make 
the final GNTO director decision, but I expect Steve’s offer to 

be accepted.

This will finish out my 
tenth consecutive year 
as GNTO Director, 
and during this time 
I have attended what 
feels like an astronomi-
cal number of Board 
and GNTO Committee 
meetings, have made 
GNTO announce-
ments too numerous 
to count, and have au-
thored a total now of 
116 GNTO newsletter 
articles. It is time to 
move on and let new 
folks and new energy 
take over. I would like 

to thank everyone for all your help these many years.

Steve Welch and I traveled to GNTO on October 30 to meet 
with Randy Ridley and his wife Margret. They own Advanced 
Network Resources (ANR), which will be providing Internet 
access to GNTO. Because we purchased the equipment from 
Randy for $250, installation fees were waived. We also paid 
$359.40 for the first year of connection at a cost of $29.95 per 
month. There are some bandwidth restrictions, but we expect 
to have ample service on this plan. We got the computer con-
nection established without much problem but noticed some 
issues once we returned to town. Bill Wallace and I returned 
the next day to reconfigure our control computer, making sure 
that the system could be restarted remotely without much dif-
ficulty. Weather station data is now online and can be viewed 
by way of a link at the bottom of the GNTO Web page on taas.
org.

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

ON SEPTEMBER 23 Steve Welch and I traveled to GNTO 
to install a control computer and weather station. (See photo 
on page 1.) We managed to get everything set up and running 
without too much difficulty. The control computer will moni-
tor and report data collected from our photovoltaic system and 
weather station at the start. We hope to add more sensors and 
perhaps cameras as time goes by. We saw Carl Frisch who was 
doing some site maintenance at GNTO that day. We would 
like to thank Carl for his ongoing role as a major volunteer at 
GNTO. Carl is the main reason the grounds look as good as 
they do today. He also spends time on road maintenance, so 
please thank him for your relatively smooth drive to and from 
GNTO. 

As I reported in the 
last GNTO newslet-
ter article, our October 
2 event was canceled 
due to weather. Things 
worked out much bet-
ter for the event one 
week later on October 
9, when Lance Hurt 
opened the facility. 
Lance reported that 12 
telescopes including 
the Isengard and one 
pair of binoculars were 
in use and 11 observ-
ers were present. They 
had some good views 
of Comet 103P/Hartley 
2 as it passed near the Double Cluster. Several viewers also 
enjoyed a thin sliver of the new moon and Jupiter. Steve Welch 
took some nice pictures of the moon and Venus setting with 
the observing field in the foreground. Clouds from the “Al-
buquerque Nebula” began interfering to the north by about 
9:30 p.m. and the skies deteriorated rapidly after that, so folks 
started leaving at 10:00 p.m. Lisa Wood and Lance put the Is-
engard to bed and closed up around 11:20 p.m. Quite a few 
folks showed up considering the “hard core” were all at Okie-
Tex. 

We had a short but productive GNTO committee meeting on 
October 13, with 11 people attending, including Larry Cash, 
Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, Dee Friesen, Paul 
Grunwald, Gordon Pegue, Bill Wallace, Steve Welch, and Lisa 
Wood and her husband John. After reviewing previous events, 
Larry presented a task list for items he would like to get ac-
complished with our fall GNTO work session on November 
13. Larry will be heading up this effort and will send more 

On the Event Horizon

GNTO Fall Cleanup.................................Sat., November 13
McCollum Elementary 

School Star Party ............................Tue., November 16
ATM SIG Meeting .................................Wed., November 17

  TAAS Board of Directors Meeting ....... Thu., November 18
TAAS General Meeeting  ........................ Sat., November 20
ATM SIG Meeting ....................................Wed., December 1
GNTO Committee Meeting ...................Thurs., December 2
Sidereal Times Deadline .............................. Fri., December 3
GNTO New Moon Observing ....................Sat., December 4

continued on page 8. . .
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on each new moon.
3—For centuries farmers have planted various 

crops according to the phase of the moon, believing 
that planting as moonlight increases creates balanced 
root and leaf growth. Cucumbers are thought to 
enjoy the new moon effect. About as scientific as 
vampires (see #1).
4—It’s best to observe after the moon has set, 
ambient light being much less.
5—Oh, I get it now. Hope to see you at the New 
Moon Observing Event this upcoming Saturday, 
December 4, at GNTO, and in case you’re planting 
cucumbers that night, there will be another one on 
January 8, 2011.

Call Lisa at 344-8308 for more information.

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Lisa Wood

The phrase “New Moon 
Observing Event” used 

to bother me a little. I mean, 
what’s so great about a 
“new moon”? There’s 
hardly anything to see, since a new moon is just a 
sliver of silver setting very soon after the sun sets. 
It’s tiny and short-lived. Why drive down to the 
observatory for that?! Here are a few factoids about 
New Moon.

1—Apparently it’s part of a movie series about 
vampires now on DVD.

2—Some religious traditions blow a ram’s horn 

1 2 3
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

6 GNTO NM

7
Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

8 9 10 11 12 13
GNTO Fall 
Cleanup

14 15 16 McCollum 
Elementary
School
        Star Party

17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18 
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

19
Explora Adult 
Night

20 
Astronomy 101, 
TAAS General
Meeting

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28
     
                 

29 30

New 
Moon for 
Newbies
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Saturday, November 20, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map,page 12)

Astro Swap Meet
Members are invited to bring astronomy-related

 items to sell, trade, or give away.

ASTRONOMY 101  AT 6:00 P.M. : Telescope Purchasing

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

3
Sidereal Times 
December
Deadline

4 
GNTO NM
Explora 
Telescope 
Amnesty Day

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 Apache 
Elementary  
School
         Star Party

15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16 
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

17 18 
TAAS General
Meeting

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26
     
                 

27 28 29 30 31
Sidereal Times 
January 
Deadline
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For Sequoyah’s Boys,
Astronomy + Technology = A Megahit

Steve Welch and Lance Hurt

 THE TWO OF US, representing TAAS, hosted a star party at 
Sequoyah Adolescent Treatment Center (where Lance works) on 
October 15. Sequoyah is a New Mexico Department of Health 36-
bed adolescent treatment center for boys who have issues with 
violence and mental health or neuropsychiatric diagnoses.
 The boys had been asking Lance about a star party for weeks 
following a PowerPoint presentation Using “Astronomy Picture of 
the Day” images Lance did a couple of months ago. We brought 
two 10” scopes and Steve’s little ETX-80 to the star party, arriving 
shortly before sunset. Two of the boys helped us carry the 
equipment in, which was a real help since we had to park some 
distance from where we set up. 
 Lance set up his vintage 10” Meade LX-200 and viewed 
the moon, Jupiter, M31, M13, and several other objects. Steve 
deployed his video outreach kit, which (as usual) had a few 
glitches, but eventually we got it working and used it to show the 
Moon and M57 to about 30 teenagers. Most of the night staff of 
the facility also looked through and at our scopes. During the star 
party even the boys who didn’t speak up appeared interested, and 
there were more than a few boys who really seemed captivated 
by astronomy and technology (another reason to have the video 
setup at these events—cool technology!). We occasionally broke 
out our green lasers, and as usual, they were a big hit. We talked 
about doing another star party at the facility, perhaps in late 
November when Orion is up.
 The boys were very well behaved. Steve thought they were as 
least as well behaved as a typical school star party event—he was 
impressed. He told Lance that this must be because Sequoyah staff 
are doing a good job!
 ONE OF THE BOYS brought out a personal telescope, a little 
2" department store unit, that was “broken,” and he asked us if we 
could fix it. The boy put it together rather expertly, and it turned 
out that the scope wasn’t really broken; it was just missing the 
eyepiece. There was a part of an eyepiece, a DCX lens, which when 
used as an eyepiece was not able to focus for Steve’s eyes, but the 
boy’s younger eyes were able to focus on the moon with it, and 
he was quite thrilled with that. Steve told him he’d try to locate an 
eyepiece and send it in with Lance sometime soon.
 At the end of the evening, one particularly enthusiastic boy 
convinced us to set up the ETX-80 and we looked at Polaris and 
the moon with it. And to finish off on the right note, we really 
appreciated the help of two other boys who assisted us in carrying 
the telescopes and equipment back to our cars. 
 All in all, we had a great night! The only problem we had was 
the one encountered whenever we set up the video outreach kit 
in public—answering questions about the gear and astronomy 
really slows the setup process way down, making it hard to solve 
equipment problems, due to the distractions. Steve says, “It’s great 
when I can bring someone to ‘run interference’ for me, especially 
while setting up. I continue to streamline the video outreach 
equipment setup and it is getting easier, but the night before this 
star party, I had made a significant number of changes to the gear, 
and it took me a while to shake down the new configuration. Still, 
it’s worth it, and the boys who were interested in technology 
learned a lot about problem solving by watching me, I bet.”

Two October School Star Parties
Score Big Successes

Tom Davies

 OUR FIRST star party of October was at Rio Rancho Middle 
School. This was a Category 1 star party with Starlab Planetarium 
presentations given by Bob Havlen. Bob had four sessions of very 
eager students. Trish Logan conducted the “Ask an Astronomer” 
sessions that Bob usually leads. Although Trish was a bit nervous at 
first, she was very successful and the students enjoyed her class. Well 
done. I have asked Trish to take the class again at our December star 
party at McCollum school. Bob Hufnagel presented his “Rainbows in 
the Sky” class. Bob’s classroom is interesting to see with all the kids 
wearing polarized glasses. Tom Grzybowski did his presentation of 
comet making. Tom is truly the comet chef with his apron and chef’s 
hat. He always has a rapt audience.
 Outside we had four telescopes. John Laning and two other 
TAAS Members (unfortunately I have lost my notes on attendees 
for which I apologize) and Darin Templet from the Rio Rancho 
Astronomy Club. We had a mix of light clouds with stars and Jupiter 
for our guests to see. 
 A special thanks to our presenters, telescope volunteers, and 
to Joanne Berman for Starlab delivery and support, and thanks to all 
who came way out to the north side of Rio Rancho for this event.
 OUR SECOND star party of the month was a category 3 with 
telescopes-only at Sierra Vista School. Here we had seven telescopes 
manned by me, Bob Hufnagel, Tom Grzybowski, John Lanning, 
Steve Welch, and two other TAAS members. We had well over 250 
people with lines at each telescope ten deep. (Again my apologies for 
losing my list of attendees.)
 These star parties are a great opportunity to share our night 
skies with the young people of Albuquerque many of whom have 
never looked in a telescope. We often get over 100 people at these 
gatherings. Come out and join the fun.
 Steve Welch will be the Starlab presenter in November, and 
Kevin McKeown will be the presenter in December. We will have 
four other category 1 star parties this year, and I am looking for 
others who are willing to be Starlab presenters.

Your TAAS Education Committee
Tom Davies, Trish Logan, Tom Grzybowski 

Moon Cactus
photo by Robert Williams
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Looking for Something New to Look At?
Barry Spletzer

WITH A CROWDED SKY full of hundreds of astronomical targets, it’s nice to have experts 
suggest some of the more interesting sights.  Fortunately, TAAS has just that.  Each month 
some of our stalwart and experienced observers select a group of targets in the “TAAS 
Monthly Observing Challenge.”  All the details are on the Web at www.taas.org.  Just click 
on the “Monthly Challenge” hyperlink.  This month, the targets are in Aquarius.  The chart 
shown here illustrates the four objects: a binocular object, a double star, a deep-sky object, 
and a true challenge target.

The binocular object is the well-known globular cluster M2.  At magnitude 6.5 and with 
no other globs nearby, it is pretty easy to find in the west end of Aquarius.  This month’s 
double star is Struve 2988, a pair of 7th magnitude stars separated by three arc seconds.  
The stars are bright enough to find easily, but the separation will make splitting them a 
challenge.  The deep-sky object is the 11th magnitude galaxy NGC7723.  Another similar 
galaxy (NGC7727) is just 40 arc minutes to the south helping to make identification easier.  

If you are up for a real challenge, try looking for the Aquarius Dwarf galaxy in far west 
Aquarius.  This is a true challenge object. With the same apparent brightness as Pluto, this 
would be enough of a challenge, but the galaxyʼs light is diffuse, not point-like. Imagine if 
we scattered the dim light of Pluto over an area a million miles in diameter rather than its 
compact 1600-mile-diameter size.  Now you truly have a “challenge object” and that’s what 
to expect here. Only the most dedicated and aperture-rich observers will succeed. 

So go check out the Web site for more details, grab your scope, and head out into the dark 
for some new views.  Remember, next month there will be another batch of these celestial 
gems.

Sky chart by Barry Spletzer

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
October 22, 2010

University of New Mexico Physics and 
Astronomy Building Conference Room

Directors present:  Steve Snider (Vice President), 
Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Col-
lins, Pete Eschman, Gordon Pegue, Dan Clark 
(Treasurer), Robert Williams (President), Steve 
Welch, Daniel Zirzow, Tom Davies.

Directors absent:  Dave Pitonzo, Bob Havlen, 
and Tyler Love.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Steve Snider moved and Gordon seconded the 
motion to approve the September 2010 Board 
Meeting minutes. The September 2010 Board 
Meeting minutes are unanimously approved. 

President’s Remarks
Robert Williams’ relocation to Las Cruces went 
well. Steve Snider will ask for volunteers to serve 
on the Nomination Committee at the next Gen-
eral Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report
- Dan asked Lynne Olson to resend renewal no-
tices to some lapsed members. Dan will purge 
the system. The names of everyone whose 
membership is not up to date when he does the 
purge, will be purged.

- Tom mentioned that the complimentary mem-
berships of the teachers in the Telescopes for 
Teachers program have expired. Melissa mo-
tioned to extend the complimentary memberships 
of the teachers in the Telescopes for Teachers 
program for one year. Robert seconded the mo-
tion, and the Board unanimously approved it.

- Here are the TAAS account balances as of the 
end of September 2010:

General Fund:  $  10,876.87
GNTO Fund:  $  10,345.54
Education Fund:  $    6,495.56
Dark Sky Fund:  $    1,441.01
Special Projects Fund: $    5,457.23
Science Fair Fund: $       300.00
Cosmic Carnival Fund: $           0.00
Astronomical League Reserve: 
   $       103.46
Total Funds on Deposit: $  34,916.21
Total Expenses for August: $       143.61
Total Income for August:     $       273.82

Committee Reports
Education:  
- Telescopes for Teachers - Tom asked the teach-
ers for reports about the usages of the telescopes. 

M e e t i n g  M i n u te s Melissa Kirk

continued on page 10…
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Report for the GNTO New Moon Event November 6, 2010

Will Ferrell

Sky conditions/weather: Light cirrus clouds did not stop viewing 
but transparency and seeing were fair to poor. Temperature was 
abnormally warm for the time of year. Attendance: There were 13 
scopes and about 25 people were in attendance. The 16” Meade 
loaner scope was used on the field as well as the Isengard in the 
dome.

Observing highlights: Dee Friesen was able to see NGC 55, a very 
southerly galaxy in the constellation Sculptor. Bob Norton had a new 
OIII filter from Baader Labs which he used to display a nice view of 
the Veil Nebula. Jupiter was particularly clear and the center band on 
the planet was especially bold.

Event timeline: People arrived early, before 5:00 p.m. I arrived at 
5:30 and left before 11:00. I left early so I am unable to say when the 
observatory closed.

Volunteer activities:. Bill Wallace gave Level 1 training to two 
students, one from Romania and one from France. Bill and Lisa 
Wood continued to use the Isengard after the training.

The grounds looked in excellent shape. The additional parking by the 
gate was a welcome sight.

Our remaining event for this year is a New Moon event sched-
uled for GNTO on December 4.

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. If you are 
interested in taking some images of your own, please contact 
Steve at 505-866-7668 to make arrangements. Steve can have 
our CCD imaging equipment ready to go in the 10-foot dome, 
so you can learn about imaging and take your own pictures. 
We will have the comfortably heated Robert Ortega Building 
open and our Guest Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, 
and any snacks you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of 
great equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so please plan your 
next trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members. These meetings are a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory. We meet every other month at 6:30 
p.m. Our next committee meeting is December 2 (Thursday). 
The location of this meeting is uncertain at this time; however, 
we usually meet at Mannie’s Restaurant, 2900 Central Avenue 
SE (SE corner of Girard and Central). If you have questions 
about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.
org, phone 505-873-1517). 

. . . G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3Placitas Star Party 2010 Draws 100

Shannon Mann

 THIS YEAR brought plenty of wind and a few unruly 
outdoor lights but spirits remained high as an estimated 100 
visitors came to look through telescopes and learn from TAAS 
docents October 30. Speaking of dedication, one TAAS docent 
was even able to show the wonders of the night sky to a Sandoval 
County Sheriff’s Deputy as they stopped in very late to investigate 
the late night “party.”

 Thanks to the following people for their service during 
the Placitas Star Party: Steve Riegel, Gordon Pegue, David Frizzell, 
Bob Hufnagel, Steve Snider, Kevin McKeown, Greg Dillon, John 
Laning, Ed Juddo, Joanna Berman, and Bob Norton. Thanks to all 
of you and our local sponsor, Las Placitas Association for making 
this event a success.

ARP 148, one of the many unusual 
galaxies Gordon Pegue has observed 
(see story on page 1).  It is about 40 
times as far away and 100 times 
dimmer than typical Messier galax-
ies. It is also known as Mayall’s Ob-
ject.

Hubble Telescope photo created by NASA and ESA
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

General
UNITED WAY

•

GNTO
BILL WALLACE

D o n a t i o n s  t o 
TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, December 3. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 203 200 3
Family 73 72 1
Educational 11 11 0
Military 1 1 0
Total Paid 288 284 4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 330 326 4

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
o r  R e t u r n i n g 

T A A S  M e m b e r s
DIANA FRAISER

•

JARED GIESE

•

RICHARD RIEDER
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He has received no response from one of the teachers, and detailed respons-
es from the rest. The newest teacher in the program is the one mentioned 
in Section b2 of the Finance report in the September 2010 Board Meeting 
minutes. The newest teacher submitted a proposal to the Education Com-
mittee detailing his plans for the telescope he will borrow. Tom would like to 
purchase a telescope with an 
8-inch diameter primary mir-
ror to loan to the new teach-
er. The telescope will cost 
$529.00+shipping and taxes. 
The Board voted unanimously 
to approve the appropriation 
of the cost for the purchase of 
the telescope. Refer to the full 
Education report elsewhere in 
this issue of the newsletter.
- Ray Collins plans to host a 
telescope construction project 
at La Cueva High School.
- The star party at Rio Rancho 
Middle School on October 1 
was a Category 1 party. Trish 
Logan gave a presentation in 
a classroom. There were four 
telescopes at this star party. 
- The next school star party 
will be held at Sierra Vista El-
ementary School, and it will be 
a Category 3 party. 
- The star party on November 
16 will be held at McCollum El-
ementary. 
- Tom Davies noted that many 
people are capable of assem-
bling and disassembling the 
inflatable planetarium. Tom is 
looking for more people to be 
trained to operate the plan-
etarium. Tom procured a cart 
that folds, for moving the plan-
etarium.

GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO 
report by Pete Eschman elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter. Eleven 
people attended the last GNTO Committee meeting, 10 of whom are key-
holders. 

Membership:
- Bill Firth and Lynne Olson call any visitors and/or guests who provide con-
tact information on the sign-in sheets at the General Meetings.
- The disclaimer about processing time still needs to be put on the member-
ship forms. Refer to the Membership Section of the August 2010 minutes. 
- Bill Firth sent Steve Snider an e-mail message saying the TAAS home Web 
page contains some inaccuracies.
- Pete mentioned that all flyers should be downloadable from the member-
ship page.
- Bill Wallace has continued to send newsletter notification and other notices 
to the Board of Directors Official E-mail List (BODOEL), because Will Ferrell 
does not have the software program to do this. Pete has been testing some 
methods to send these notices. Once a method is determined, Will Ferrell will 
send the notices to the BODOEL. 

Event Retrospect
- The October 2 event that had been scheduled at GNTO was canceled due 
to inclement weather.
- The October 9 event at GNTO had 12 scopes and 11 observers.
- The last star party at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center went well. 
Just less than 100 people attended. Kevin McKeown did a constellation tour. 

Bob Havlen did astronomy ac-
tivities and presentations with 
the visitors in the Community 
Room.
- The evening before the last 
star party at the visitor center, 
Steve Welch and Lance Hurt 
hosted a star party at the Se-
quoyah Adolescent Treatment 
Center. Steve had his video 
equipment. 
- University of New Mexico 
Campus Observatory: There 
was strong attendance on 
September 24. There was 
lightning on October 1. Daniel 
Zirzow and Kevin McKeown 
helped with the event on Octo-
ber 8. Daniel received an email 
message about the retrofit of 
the parking structure lights. 
Refer to the Event Retrospect 
Section a in the September 
2010 minutes. Daniel will send 
a message to the TAAS-L list 
server on Fridays about the 
status of the observatory. Dee 
procured a new canopy, and it 
is at the campus observatory. 
The new canopy replaces the 
one that had been damaged.

Event Prospect
- Chris Carilli will speak tomor-
row at the General Meeting 
about “First New Light in the 
Universe: Probing Cosmic 
Reionization.”

- John Dickal will discuss star depth and supernova remnants during the De-
cember 2010 General Meeting.
- Sy Santos will organize the Winter Banquet. TAAS put down a deposit for 
the Hotel Elegante again.
- The next Placitas Star Party will be held on 10/30/2010 at the Merc.
- There will be a New Moon event at GNTO on November 6.
- There will be an Explora Adult Night on November 19.

Old Business
- Dan should have the inventory list completed by the next Board meeting. 
He has parts of it from several persons and is compiling it into one document.
- Steve Snider will place advertisements for the mirror blank tomorrow. See 
the May, June, August, and September 2010 Board Meeting minutes for fur-
ther details about the mirror blank. Recently, one company showed interest 
in the TAAS blanks. Ray will tour the company and report back to the Board 
about options and opportunities to trade some mirror blanks for use of the 
company’s equipment for our project. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7

THIS IS MY attempt to image comet Hartley2. Since it is moving very 
fast, star trails are the result with a stationary processed comet. I 
exposed red, green, and blue filters for 10 one-minute exposures and 
aligned them on the comet’s head. My equipment was an Astrotech 
AT102ED f7 refractor telescope, ST8300M monochrome CCD camera, 
and CFW5 on a Losmandy G-11 equatorial mount. Processing done 
using CCDSoftV5 and Photoshop Elements. Computer used was a 
home-built XP desktop. —John Laning
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Robert Williams
President

president@taas.org
270-5857

Steve Snider
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinator

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Tyler Love
Director

Photo
not

tylerrlove at yahoo dot com                    available

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523
gpegue at comcast dot net

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

2 0 1 0  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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