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I N S I D E

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

October 
General Meeting

October’s General Meeting 
will feature a talk by Chris 
Carilli on “First New Light in 
the Universe: Probing Cosmic 
Reionization.”Chris Carilli is 
with the National Radio Astron-
omy Observatory (NRAO).

The meeting will be held Sat-
urday, October 23 at 7:00 p.m. 
at UNM’s Regener Hall. See the 
map on the last page of this issue.

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

2......President’s Message,
        Placitas Star Party

3.......GNTO News & Views, 
         Event Horizon
4–5...Calendars,
         School Star Parties
6.......Meeting Minutes

7.....TAAS Reports & Notices 
9.....TAAS Directors/Staff

ASTRONOMY 101 SCHEDULE CHANGE

Dave Pitonzo

The Astronomy 101 session originally 
planned for the hour before our October 
General Meeting has been postponed 
due to the unavailability of the scheduled 
speaker. Instead, we will have a special ses-
sion about telescopes before the Novem-
ber meeting, with the focus on purchasing 
a telescope for your “significant astronomy 
other” (or yourself ) for Christmas. We will 
have a short introduction to the types of 
telescopes commercially available fol-
lowed by an interactive discussion with a 
panel of TAAS’s most esteemed members 
(or whomever I can con into doing it). 
Sorry about any inconvenience and hope 
to see everyone at the November install-
ment of AST 101 at 6:00 p.m. at Regener 
Hall, Saturday, November 20.

November Night of Fright
Lisa Wood
COME OUT TO GNTO on November 6 to view the star having several terrifying 
monikers, among them Satan’s Head, Demon Star, and Piled-Up Corpses. It is also 
the first eclipsing binary to be discovered, dimming approximately every three 
days—a visually discernible event (if you have ten hours to spare). Yes, Algol is 
pivotal in the Andromeda Drama (say that three times!) that dominates the sky 
this time of year. See it at its best at GNTO on the 6th—you’ll wonder why you 
ever thought Halloween was the night of fright. Don’t worry though—there will be 
plenty of company out on the field and in the dome to get you safely through the 
evening. See you at YOUR observatory.

A Parting (Snap)shot 
from Oak Flat 

On September 4 TAAS 
wrapped up another year 
of successful monthly 
summertime star parties 
at Oak Flat. The skies 
cooperated offering fine 
views of double stars, 
globular clusters, distant 
galaxies, and a few 
planetary nebulae.  Vance 
Ley took advantage of the 
clear, dark night to grab a 
stunning photo of the Helix 
Nebula (NGC7293) as a 
wonderful parting shot to 
the season while we wait 
for the warm weather and 
(hopefully) clear skies to 
return to Oak Flat with us in 
the spring.  

Thanks, Vance.   

http://www.taas.org
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Telescopes

Directions to Placitas Star Party
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From Tramway & IH25, go North on IH25 8.2 miles
to the Bernalillo/US550 exit.

Take the exit and turn right onto HWY 165 towards
Placitas. Continue 2.4 miles.

165

Turn into the Homestead Shopping Center parking
lot.

If you do not need to set up a telescope

If you need to set up a telescope:

Park in the parking lot and walk to the dirt road to
the East.

5 Enjoy the telescopes set up along the dirt road.

5

Continue on the dirt road on the East edge of the
parking lot and find a place to set up.

Things to Remember

Star Party Attendees

Wear warm clothes. It get cold quickly after
sunset.

Put red cellophane on your flashlight and
keep it pointed at the ground to preserve
night vision.

Star Party Volunteers

Make sure that your equipment and vehicle
do not impede traffic on the dirt road. There
may be other cars and trucks not associated
with the star party using the road.

Version 1.0 – 10-Sep-09 – KOR

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Robert Williams

WELL, FALL is finally here. It is 
getting darker sooner and the nights 
are getting cooler; and in just a couple 
of weeks we will be changing our 
clocks meaning that it will get darker 
even sooner. This is also a very busy 
month for TAAS with lots of opportu-
nities to share the wonders of the fall 
sky with others.

On Saturday, October 16, TAAS will 
again be heading to the Albuquerque 
Open Space Visitor Center for our sec-
ond star party this year. We will be fea-
turing Jupiter at this event since it will 
be so prominent in the sky. Telescopes 
will be set up outside in the usual spot. 
We will have some astronomy demon-
strations inside and a constellation tour 
once it is dark enough outside.

Our next General Meeting will be 
held on Saturday, October 23. And 
on Saturday, October 30, is the very 
popular Placitas Star Party. More in-
formation for all of these events will be 
posted on the Web site and sent out to 
the TAAS-L e-mail list so keep an eye 
out for it.

This month began with some na-
tional and regional star parties. Oki-
Tex Star Party began on October 2 and 
runs through October 9. Enchanted 
Skies Star Party in Socorro, NM, began 
on October 6 and runs through October 
9 with the ever popular Chuck Wagon 
Dinner and Campfire Talk taking place 
on Saturday, October 9, at the Camino 
Real Visitors Center. And also the 
White Sands Star Party was scheduled 
for October 8 and 9 at the White Sands 
National Park. I hope you had the op-
portunity to attend one of these events 
and will share your experience at these 
star parties with others at the next Gen-
eral Meeting or on the TAAS e-mail list.

This month also saw a fairly major 
change in the leadership of TAAS: 
yours truly has moved to Las Cruces, 
NM, for a new job that began on Octo-
ber 6. Many of you are already aware 
that in August I became one of the 
unfortunate many whose lives were 
affected by the downturn in this econ-
omy. I along with several others at my 
office were laid off due to the lack of 
work. I was fortunate that I was able to 
find another job relatively quickly, but 

PLACITAS STAR PARTY: JUPITER, GALAXIES, AND A COMET?

   ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, Las Placitas Association  and the Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society (TAAS) will co-host a free public astronomical observing event just east of 
the Homesteads Village Shopping Center (The Merc) in Placitas. This annual event celebrates 
the dark skies of Placitas and encourages the preservation of this precious and rare resource. 
TAAS volunteers have been the backbone of this event since it began in the early 1990s, and 
your assistance is greatly appreciated!
   Look for telescopes and other volunteers parked in the same location as in the past—along-
side the gravel drive between the shopping center and Homesteads Road (see map). The 
shopping center is located approximately 2.3 miles east of I-25 (Exit 242) along S.R. 165. 
Sunset will occur at 6:21 p.m. so plan on arriving around 6:00 p.m. for setup and to meet early 
arrivers.

continued on page 8 . . .

continued on page 8  . . .
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equipment ready to go in the 10-foot dome, so you can 
learn about imaging and take your own pictures. We 
have the comfortable Robert Ortega Building open and 
our Guest Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and 
any snacks you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch 
of great equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so please 
plan your next trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO COMMITTEE meetings are open to any 
interested TAAS members. These meetings are a great 
way to get more involved with your observatory. 
We meet every other month at 6:30 p.m. Our next 

committee meetings are 
October 13 (Wednesday) 
and December 2 
(Thursday). We meet at 
Mannie’s Restaurant, 
2900 Central Avenue SE 
(SE corner of Girard and 
Central). If you have 
questions about GNTO, 
please contact me (Peter 
Eschman, gnto@taas.org, 
phone 505-873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at 
your observatory.

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

WE HAD a great event on September 11. Our potluck 
picnic featured ample amounts of good food, and Larry 
Cash was kind enough to manage the grill and prepare 
the hot dogs and hamburgers. Following the potluck, 
Pellegrino Park Observing Field was dedicated to honor 
George Pellegrino. A plaque honoring George was also 
installed in the Robert Ortega Building. The facility 
looked great, and we publicly thanked Carl Frisch for 
all his work to make improvements. We have scheduled 
one more load of crusher fines gravel that Carl can 
spread over a few more areas to complete this round of 
facility improvements.

Steve Welch ran the 
TAAS solar scope in 
the afternoon, showing 
some very nice solar 
features. Dee Friesen 
led the training session 
introducing folks to 
GNTO and the Isengard 
telescope. As the evening 
progressed, Robert 
Williams shared sky 
lore during his green 
light laser tour of the 
constellations.  Larry 
Cash followed that 
up with an Isengard 
scope tour of some very 
nice objects. All told, 
attendance stood at 52 people with over 20 telescopes in 
operation for this New Moon observing opportunity.

Our GNTO event on October 2 was canceled due 
to weather. Paul Grunwald was scheduled to open 
the facility but made the weather call to cancel in 
midafternoon. Steve Welch did arrive at GNTO later 
that day to check on recently installed equipment. Steve 
saw some rainfall, but no visitors, so he closed up and 
headed home.

We have a New Moon event scheduled for GNTO on 
November 6.
 
Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. 
If you are interested in taking some images of your 
own, please contact Steve at 505-866-7668 to make 
arrangements. Steve can have our CCD imaging 

On the Event Horizon

School Star Party .............................Tue., October 12
GNTO Committee Meeting .......... Wed., October 13
ATM SIG Meeting .......................... Wed.,October 20
TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  Thu., October 21
TAAS General Meeeting  ................ Sat., October 23
School Star Party .............................Tue., October 26
Placitas Star Party ........................... Sat., October 30
ATM SIG Meeting ....................... Wed., November 3
Sidereal Times Deadline ..................Fri., November 5
GNTO New Moon Observing .........Sat, November 6
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O c t o b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
GNTO 
Observing
Okie-Tex Star Party 
Oct. 2–10

3 4 5 6 
ATM SIG
Meeting
Enchanted Skies Star 
Party Oct. 6–9

7 8
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

9
GNTO NM

10 11 12 Rio Rancho 
Middle School
Star Party

13
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

14 15 16 
Albuquerque 
Open Space 
Star Party

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

22 23
TAAS General
Meeting

24
     
                 31

25
      

26 Sierra Vista 
School
Star Party

27 28 29 30
Placitas Star 
Party

THIS SEASON of school star parties began September 14 at 
Manzano Mesa Elementary School. This was a Category 2 (classroom 
activities and telescopes) event. Bob Hufnagel and Tom Grzybowski 
presented classroom activities. We were very grateful to Gary Bodman 
who put together a class about galaxies with NASA photos and models 
of galaxies. Gary also had some interesting photos of early telescopes. 
We estimate over 200 attendees. We had about 9 telescopes each of 
which had lines of 20 people or more for most of the night. My special 
thanks to those who came out for this.

   Our next school star party is Tuesday, October 12, at Rio Rancho 
Middle School. This will be a Category 1 (portable planetarium, 
classroom demos, and scopes) star party. Bob Havlin will be our 
presenter in the Starlab, and Trish Logan will present a classroom 
activity. We also have a Category 3 (telescopes only) star party 
scheduled for October 26 at Sierra Vista School. Please mark your 
calendars for these. Star parties are always a great opportunity to share 
our night skies with the young people of Albuquerque, many of whom 
have never looked in a telescope. We often get upwards of 100 people 
at these events. Please help us get off to a good start.

This year we have scheduled 12 events. We encourage the schools 
to select category 1 star parties with the portable Starlab planetarium 
featured. I am collecting a list of TAAS members trained to present 
or operate the Starlab. Please identify yourself to the education 
committee. We are seeking volunteers to be Starlab presenters. With 
enough capable presenters this can be shared amongst many. We 
will have 7 Category 1 star parties this year. If you are interested in 
becoming a presenter, we can train you.

   Tom Grzybowski, Trish Logan, and I extend very heartfelt thanks to 
Bob Havlin, Bob Hufnagel, Melissa Kirk, and Tom Grzybowski for 
their classroom efforts in the past year; to Amy Grochowski, who did 
two Starlab events; and special thanks to all who have come out even 
on cloudy nights with their telescopes. For some, it was thrilling just 
to see bugs fly upside down around a street light when that was all we 
could offer.

Thank you!
Your TAAS Education Committee
Tom Davies, Trish Logan, Tom Grzybowski

2010–11 School Star Party Launch Draws 200+
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Saturday, September 18, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map,page 12)

First New Light in the Universe
Probing Cosmic Reionization

Chris Carilli, National Radio Astronomy Observatory

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

6 GNTO NM

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 
School
Star Party

17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18 
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

19 20 
Astronomy 101, 
TAAS General
Meeting

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28
     
                 

29 30 31
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TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
September 16, 2010

UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

Directors present:  Steve Snider (Vice President), Melissa Kirk 
(Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Tom Davies, Pete Eschman, 
Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, and Daniel Zirzow.

Directors absent:  Robert Williams (President), Bob Havlen, Dan 
Clark (Treasurer), Dave Pitonzo, and Tyler Love.

Observers present:  None.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

1. Corrections to and approval of the July Minutes
The July 2010 Board Meeting minutes were approved via e-mail vote 
on 08/27/2010. The vote count was 9 for and 5 abstentions.

2. Corrections to and approval of the August Minutes
Steve Snider moved and Melissa seconded the motion to 
approve the August 2010 Board Meeting minutes. The August 
2010 Board Meeting minutes are unanimously approved. 

Correspondence / Vice President’s remarks
a.  Robert Williams will move to Las Cruces because he has 

accepted an offer of employment in Las Cruces. Robert 
needs to have relocated by the beginning of October. 
Robert requests that for the rest of the calendar year 2010, 
the Board meetings be postponed by one day from their 
originally scheduled dates so that Robert can attend the 
Board meetings. Steve Snider will check if the meeting 
room is available on the Friday evenings when the Board 
plans to convene. Moving the Board meetings will conflict 
with the UNM Campus Observatory Friday Nights, but it was 
noted that there are only three more Board meetings this 
year, and if they end early enough, there is still time for the 
Directors to attend the Friday evening events at the Campus 
Observatory. Steve Snider moved and Melissa seconded, 
that the Board meetings be postponed by one day, for the 
rest of the calendar year, subject to the availability of the 
meeting room. The Directors present unanimously approved 
the motion.

b.  Dave Pitonzo asked Steve Snider to discuss the schedule for 
the upcoming Astronomy 101 lectures. The person originally 
scheduled to give the Astronomy 101 lecture before the next 
October general meeting has backed out. Dave would like 
to stick to having the Astronomy 101 lectures every other 
month as much as possible, so he has asked that the next 
lecture be presented in November. Melissa had talked some 
months ago about presenting a lecture about the decisions 
made when purchasing a telescope. Melissa noted that 
she may be away from Albuquerque during the November 
general meeting. She volunteered to present the Astronomy 
101 lecture prior to the November general meeting if she is 
in Albuquerque at that time. Larry, Gordon, and Steve W. 
offered to help her put together the presentation.

Committee Reports
a.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report elsewhere 

in this issue of the newsletter for details on all outreach 

activities.
1.  Tom Davies reported that the first school star party of 

the new school year was held at Manzano Mesa 
Elementary Tuesday evening, September 14. There 
were nine telescopes.

2.  There will be two school star parties in October. The 
October 12 star party will be a Category 1 star party, 
and it will be at Rio Rancho Middle School. The October 
26 star party will be at Sierra Vista, and it will be a 
Category 3 star party.

3.  Tom Davies noted that many people are capable 
of assembling and disassembling the inflatable 
planetarium. Tom is looking for more people to be 
trained to operate the planetarium.

b.  Finance:  
1. 1. The dedication plaque for the Pellegrino Park 

Observing Field is not shown as an expense in the 
August 2010 Treasurer’s Report. It should be listed as 
an expense to the General Fund.

2. The Rio Grande Astronomical Society (RGAS) donated 
$517.42 to TAAS because they disbanded, and according 
to their bylaws, they need to donate any leftover funds to 
another astronomy group. It is their wish that the money 
be used for whatever purpose TAAS wishes as long as it 
is related to a public star party or event that takes place 
in Rio Rancho or the Northwest area of Albuquerque. 
The Board discussed several options. One of the options 
discussed was to put the money toward the purchase 
of a telescope that would go into the Telescopes for 
Teachers program. The telescope would be loaned to a 
teacher working in Rio Rancho or the Northwest area 
of Albuquerque. Ray mentioned the name of a teacher, 
with whom he has worked, who teaches at a school in 
the Northwest area of Albuquerque. Gordon moved that 
the amount, $517.42, that was donated by RGAS, be put 
toward the purchase of a telescope that would go into 
the Telescopes for Teachers program, to be loaned to a 
teacher working in Rio Rancho or the Northwest area of 
Albuquerque. Melissa seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.

3. Here are the TAAS account balances as of the end of 
August 2010:
General Fund:   $  10,892.16
GNTO Fund:    $  10,263.04
Education Fund:   $    6,495.56
Dark Sky Fund:   $    1,441.01
Special Projects Fund:  $    5,457.23
Science Fair Fund:   $       300.00
Cosmic Carnival Fund:  $           0.00
Astronomical League Reserve:  $         95.96
Total Funds on Deposit:  $  34,849.00
Total Expenses for August:        $       926.56
Total Income for August:         $     1,234.56

c.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter. Ten people 
attended the GNTO Committee meeting on August 26. 

d.  Membership:
1.  Steve S. and Dan performed an inventory of the items 

in the TAAS bins at Regener Hall. The membership 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

General

ALEX BURD

RR/CORRALES
 ASTRONOMY CLUB

KYRAN MISH

UNITED WAY
•

GNTO

FRED REAM
•

Dark Sky

FRED REAM

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, November 5 The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A u g u s t  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 200 202 -2
Family 72 73 -1
Educational 11 12 -1
Military 1 1 0
Total Paid 284 288 -4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 38 -3
Total Members 326 333 -7

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  o r 
R e t u r n i n g  T A A S  M e m b e r s

•
JAMES ANGUS

 GEOFF BEEBE

MARTA CARLSON

DIANA CONWAY

JIMMY FREEMAN

KYRAN MISH

PETER SHERWOOD

ARTHUR SOLLEE

•
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suggested contacting Robert to learn the name of the vendor 
of the solar shade.

Calendar and Event Prospect
a.  Please refer to the TAAS Calendar of Events, elsewhere in 

this issue of the Sidereal Times, for the event schedule.
b.  Event highlights include:

1.  The Saturday, September 18, General Meeting at 
Regener Hall will feature a presentation,  about binary 
stars, by Dr. Andrew Odell.

2.  The International Observe the Moon Night will occur on 
September 18. See the August 2010 Board Meeting 
minutes for more details.

3.  The Maize Maze will take place on September 25 at the 
Rio Grande Community Farm, west of 4th Street and 
Montaño Boulevard.

4.  The next star party at the Albuquerque Open Space 
Visitor Center will occur on October 16, 2010.

5.  The next star party in Placitas, NM, will occur on October 
30, 2010.

Old Business
a.  Melissa will work with Dan to make sure that the inventory 

worksheet has the serial numbers for the Education, Editor, 
Program, and Treasurer’s laptop computers. See the July 
and August 2010 Board Meeting minutes for further details 
about the inventory.

b.   Discussion of the responses to our Astromart advertisement 
for one of our large mirror blanks centered on what we 
should do next.  So far, two parties have shown interest in 
the large mirror blank that TAAS advertised on Astromart. 
Pete pointed out that the purpose of the ad was to attempt to 
determine a value or worth. See the May, June, and August 
2010 Board Meeting minutes for further details about the 
advertisement.

New Business
a.  Larry and Gordon agreed to be on the Awards Committee.
b.  The Nominating Committee needs to be formed. At the 

upcoming General Meetings, help will be sought to form the 
Nominating Committee, ascertain the candidates for office 
for 2011, and determine the award winners.

Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

materials that were in the bins have gone missing. 
Steve S. will contact Bill Firth about placement of the 
membership materials in the bin.

2.  Pete mentioned that TAAS should have a packet of forms 
to accompany the TAAS solar telescope.

f.  Special Projects:  Two parties who have shown interest in the 
glass blank currently being advertised. 

g. Special Interest Groups (SIGs):  No report.

Event Retrospect
a.  On August 27, there were not many people at the University 

of New Mexico Campus Observatory for the Friday evening 
event. There were 36 people at the September 3 event, and 
24 people at the September 10 event. The new parking lot 
to the south of the observatory has very bright lights. Daniel 
Zirzow will work with David Penasa to put shields on the 
parking lot lights. During the discussion about the Campus 
Observatory, the Board also discussed the status of Capilla 
Peak Observatory.

b.  The final Oak Flat Star Party of the year on Saturday, 
September 4, was quite successful, with 30 telescopes and 
130 to 150 people.

c.  At the Cosmic Carnival event on September 5, the venue 
was good, Steve W. had the TAAS solar scope set up with 
his personally owned video equipment, Steve Regal took 
his solar telescope, and Jim Seargeant took his telescope. 
TAAS gave away a 4.5-inch Astroblast telescope.

d.  The Fall Equinox event and George Pellegrino dedication 
at GNTO on September 11 was hugely successful. There 
were 52 people and at least 19 telescopes.  The dedication 
plaque for the Pellegrino Park Observing Field was unveiled 
during this event.

e.  At the Solar Fiesta on September 12, Pete set up the TAAS 
solar telescope. Bob Hufnagel and Robert Williams were 
also present.  During the Solar Fiesta, Pete and Robert 
discovered that the sun shade had been damaged. Pete 

. . . P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

it did mean moving to Las Cruces, so on October 1, I, with 
the help of some close friends, loaded up a trailer and made 
the move south to Las Cruces. I began my new job on Octo-
ber 6, and all is going well so far. I am getting settled in and 
slowly unpacking all my things. I am also getting used to see-
ing palm trees as I drive around my new city and am looking 
forward to seeing a few new stars and objects now that I am a 
couple of hundred miles further south of Albuquerque.

With the help of the Board of Directors I will continue to 
serve as President of TAAS but will be doing it a little more 
remotely. I will be coming up to Albuquerque each month 
for the Board Meeting and General Meetings, and I hope to 
see and talk to you more at these meetings. I am also plan-
ning on coming up to GNTO every now and then, so I hope 
to see you at GNTO. If you have questions or comments or 
would just like to chat a little please feel free to e-mail me or 
call me. My e-mail will remain the same robawil@gmail.com 
or president@taas.org and my phone number will not change 
(505) 270-5857 so please feel free to contact me if you need 
anything or if you are ever down in the Las Cruces area.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  6

. . . P l a c i t a s  S t a r  P a r t y
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

   A short list of celestial targets for this night could include Jupiter 
and its four bright moons, beautiful double stars including Rasalgethi 
and Albireo, numerous planetary nebulae, the Andromeda Galaxy, 
and maybe even Comet 103P Hartley. Jupiter in particular will put 
on a show with a double shadow transit of two moons—Ganymede 
and Europa—starting at 10:15 p.m.
When parking your vehicle, please enter the observing area from the 
west (shopping center parking lot) and drive up the gravel road east-
ward. Park on either side of the road and leave plenty of room for 
your fellow docents. When exiting, please continue eastward and out 
Homesteads Road. This event is weather-dependent and will end by 
11:00 p.m.

Clear Skies and See You There,
Shannon Mann    mann_shannon@comcast.net
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  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
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  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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