
presentation, I will briefly summarize 
the current understanding of these 
processes and their intimate connection 
with stellar evolution and comment on 
avenues for further investigation. I will 
highlight this overview with many new 
results from the Spitzer and Hubble 
Space Telescopes that capture the 
formation and evolutionary processes in 
action. 
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I N S I D E

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

G eneral  M e eting  N ews

The Formation and Evolution of 
Planetary Systems

AT THE APRIL TAAS General Meeting, 
Dr. Dean C. Hines, Senior Research 
Scientist with the New Mexico Office 
of the Space Science Institute, will 
discuss how planetary systems form 

and evolve. Dr. Hines outlines his talk 
as follows:

The advent of powerful ground- and 
space-based telescopes and extremely 
sensitive detectors has enabled the 
development of a comprehensive 
picture of the formation and evolution 
of planetary systems, enabling us 
to better place our solar system in a 
broad astrophysical context.  In this continued on page 2 . . . 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Robert Williams

George Pellegrino
1949–2010

It is with deepest sorrow that I must inform you of the loss 
of George Pellegrino who passed away Tuesday morning, 

April 6, after a long and valiant battle with cancer.
 
George was a great man, and his contributions to this 
organization are profound and many. He took a small group 
of amateur astronomers, the Albuquerque Astronomers, and 
worked tirelessly to turn it into one of the finest amateur 
astronomy organizations in the country—The Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society (TAAS).
 
His vision, passion, and work provided TAAS with an 
observatory—The General Nathan Twining Observatory 
(GNTO)—that is one of the finest amateur observatories 
around. He tapped into the talent, enthusiasm and excitement 
of TAAS members to bring the night sky to the public by 
organizing and hosting public star parties all around New 
Mexico. We are what we are today in large part because of his 
leadership and drive in the early days of this organization.
 
TAAS will be doing more to honor George Pellegrino for 
his service in the near future. If you have a memory, story, president’s message continued on page 2.

2.....George Pellegrino,
          Astro 101, Oak Flat Opener
3.....GNTO News & Views

4-5..Calendars 
6.....Abq. H.S. School Star Party
7.....Messier Sketching Project
8.....Meeting Minutes

  9.....TAAS Reports & Notices
10.....Oak Flat 2010 Poster
11.....TAAS Directors/Staff

A PUBLIC MEMORIAL 
SERVICE for George Pellegrino’s 

friends, TAAS members, and 
others will be held Saturday, May 
1, at 9:30 a.m. at the Albuquerque 

Center for Spiritual Living, 
2801 Louisiana Boulevard NE, 

Albuquerque, NM 87110.

http://www.taas.org
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ASTRONOMY 101—April 24, 6 P.M., at Regener Hall

Introduction to Observing the Planets
Dave Pitonzo

PLANETARY observation is one of the most rewarding 
aspects of amateur astronomy. Because the planets are 
relatively close, a wealth of detail can be seen, even in 
small-aperture telescopes. Additionally, because the 
planets are so bright, they are minimally affected by light 
pollution and can easily be observed from the city. 

Understanding how the planets move through the sky 
is critical to knowing when and where to look for them. 
During our April Astronomy 101 session, we will discuss 
the terminology surrounding planetary positions as 
well as observing techniques. We will talk about using 
filters and eyepieces. We’ll also review the positions of 
the planets during the remainder of 2010 so you’ll know 
when and where to look for them. Hope to see you all at 
Regener at 6:00 p.m. on April 24.

Dr. Hines is also Adjunct Associate Professor of Physics 
and Astronomy at the University of New Mexico. He adds, 
“Opinions/statements expressed herein are my own, and are 
not to be taken as a position, opinion, or endorsement of SSI 
or UNM.”

The TAAS General Meeting will be held at Regener Hall 
at UNM at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 24. For the meeting 
location, see the map on the back page of this newsletter.

Oak Flat Season Opens Soon
Robert Williams

IF YOU ARE LIKE ME, you have been waiting for this day 
all winter.  On Saturday, May 8, TAAS with the Sandia Ranger 
District will be hosting the first Oak Flat Star Party of 2010 
(Hip, Hip, Hurrah!).  Can you tell I am a little excited?  These 
are among my favorite TAAS events. Each month as the Oak 
Flat event approaches I hope, pray, and cross all appendages 
for a nice clear night (it does not always happen but they are 
still fun.)

I have taken ownership of the first Oak Flat Star Party this 
year and will arrive about 4:00 p.m.  If anyone wishes come 
out early for a picnic or just to hang out in the wonderful Man-
zano Mountains, I invite you to join me.  We will begin the 
evening a little before sunset with a talk and some instruction 
for the visitors, and then as the sky becomes dark enough we 
will be observing the wonders of the New Mexico night sky.  
Around 9:30 p.m. we will have a constellation tour at the cen-
ter of the field.

Oak Flat is a great place to observe and an absolutely amaz-
ing star party to attend.  We typically have a couple of dozen 
telescopes and have had up to 200 observers in past years.  
Oak Flat is very easy to get to (paved the entire way) and is 
only about 30 minutes from downtown Albuquerque.  For be-
ing so close to Albuquerque, the skies are surprisingly dark 
with most of the sky glow from Albuquerque blocked by the 
mountains.

To get to Oak Flat take I-40 east from Albuquerque to the 
Tijeras exit. Take NM 337 south, toward Mountainair.  Eight 
miles past the Tijeras traffic light is the brown Park Service 
Oak Flat Picnic Ground sign.  Turn east on Oak Flat Road and 
continue about a mile to the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds, make a 
left into the picnic area, and you will come to a tee in the road 
almost immediately.  If you are bringing a telescope to use, 
make a right at the tee and look for an opening in the cable 
fence immediately on the left side of the road. Enter the ob-
serving field at this point along a short dirt stretch (only those 
with telescopes are allowed on the observing field; there is 
no parking in this area).  If you do not have a telescope, make 
a left at the tee and a right into the Juniper Loop Picnic Area 
parking lot (if the lot is full you will need to park along the 
road).  A map and directions for Oak Flat will be posted on the 
TAAS Web site, http://www.taas.org.

See the 2010 Oak Flat Star Parties poster on page 10...

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

or thought you wish to share, e-mail me at president@taas.
org. Also, if you wish to share any pictures of George, please 
send them to me. I will gather this information and work with 
others to honor the man who was instrumental in shaping 
today’s TAAS.
 
Gordon Pegue, a long time friend to George, has been in 
constant contact with the family and is aware of George’s 
final wishes.  He will coordinate TAAS efforts regarding 
the passing of George. As more information regarding the 
services, memorials, or tributes becomes available, Gordon 
will pass the information on to all. If you have questions or 
would like to pass messages on to George’s family, please do 
so through Gordon. Gordon may be reached via e-mail at 
gpegue@comcast.net.
 
TAAS owes so much to George and, in keeping with the 
man he was, he is still giving back to this organization. He 
requested that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to TAAS 
in his name. Donations should be sent to the address below. 
Please note “Pellegrino Memorial” on the check.
 
TAAS
P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581
 
Robert Williams
President

. . . P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

www.taas.org
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I WAS SADDENED to hear that TAAS has lost George 
Pellegrino. George’s contributions to TAAS are wide-ranging, 
and he had a major role in creating the General Nathan 
Twining Observatory. George was largely responsible for the 
securing the observatory location, arranging for the donation 
of the land and subsequent design and funding of the 
observatory. Over the course of many years, George’s support 
helped GNTO grow into the fine facility it is today. Thank you 
George, we will miss you.

Our most recent successful New Moon observing event took 
place on March 13. Melissa 
Kirk opened the facility. 
Melissa had help from 
Gordon Pegue and both of 
them taught Lisa Wood the 
procedures for opening the 
observatory. The evening 
began with partly cloudy 
weather, with clearing skies 
as the evening progressed. 
Bill Wallace helped with 
the Isengard telescope. 
Steve Welch and I upgraded 
the GNTO laptops for 
Isengard telescope control. 
Steve, Gordon, and Melissa 
viewed several Messier 
objects and NGC2903 with 
the Isengard. There were 14 
observers and 11 telescopes 
in operation. It became 
windy toward the end of 
the evening, so Gordon 
and Melissa closed the 
observatory just after 1:00 
a.m.

Our Spring Equinox 
Open House, Picnic and 
Observing/Training event 
was scheduled for March 
20. We awoke to snowfall 
that morning, and cancelled 
the event. Although we 
realized that the snow 
would likely melt soon, low 
temperatures and winds 
were predicted that day. 

OPEN HOUSE and Spring Picnic are rescheduled for April 
17.  The GNTO Open House starts at 5:00 p.m. Please take 
this opportunity to visit GNTO for the first time or to check 
on recent site improvements. Our Spring Picnic starts at 5:30 
p.m. with a great mix of potluck dishes and good fortune. 

The barbecue grill will be available for those who want to use 
it. Hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages will be provided by 
the GNTO Committee members. So we can be sure to bring 
enough food, we will be asking for RSVP from those planning 
to attend.

No formal training sessions are scheduled for this event, but 
someone will be available to help you use the Isengard and 
GNTO loaner telescopes and answer questions. April 17 is 
also the backup date for the Messier Marathon. We will honor 
any GNTO Messier Marathon results from a single evening 

including March 13, April 
10, and April 17, so you’ve 
got lots of chances. Future 
events include New Moon 
observing May 15 and June 
12. Our June event will also 
include our next Training 
sessions.

Steve Welch heads up our 
CCD imaging program. If 
you are interested in taking 
part in this program, contact 
him at 505-866-7668. Steve 
can have our CCD imaging 
equipment ready in the 10-
foot dome so you can learn 
about imaging and take 
some images of your own. 
We will have the heated 
Robert Ortega Building 
open and our Guest Trailer 
available for coffee, hot 
chocolate and any snacks 
you might want to share. 
We’ve got a bunch of great 
equipment waiting for you 
at GNTO, so plan your next 
trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings 
are open to any TAAS 
members, providing a great 
way to get more involved 
with your observatory. We 
meet every other month 
at 6:30 p.m. Our next 

committee meetings are April 15 and June 17 at Mannie’s 
Restaurant, 2900 Central Ave SE (SE corner of Girard and 
Central). If you have questions about GNTO, please contact 
me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 505-873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

Steve Welch  shot this photo of the Moon with an iPhone 
at the Albuquerque High School star party.

 More on page 6.
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A p r i l  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2 3

4 5 6 7
ATM SIG
Meeting

8 9 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

10
GNTO: Messier 
Marathon

11 12 13 El Dorado 
High School 
Star Party

14 15
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

16 17 GNTO: Open 
House, Spring 
Picnic, Messier 
Marathon 
backup date

18 19 20 21
ATM SIG
Meeting

22 Board 
of Directors 
Meeting, Corona
        School Star
         Party

23 24
Astronomy 101,
TAAS General
Meeting

25

     

26 27 28 29 30

Visit the TAAS Store online at
www.taas.org

Look for the link on TAAS homepage.

Since you can chose 
from a selection 

of good scopes and 
eyepieces waiting for you 
at GNTO, you don’t even 
need to bring your own 
equipment!

www.taas.org
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 1
George 
Pellegrino 
Memorial Service

2 3 4 Bosque 
Farms School 
Star Party

5
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 8
Oak Flat Star 
Party

9 
Texas Star Party 
May 9–16

10 11 12 13 14
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

15 
Chaco Canyon 
Event, GNTO: 
NM Observing,

16 17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21 22
Albuquerque 
Open Space 
Star Party

23

     30

24

      31

25 26 27 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

28 29 
Astronomy 101,
TAAS General
Meeting

TAAS General Meeting

Saturday, April 24, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

The Formation and Evolution of
 Planetary Systems

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

M a y  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Dr. Dean C. Hines
Senior Research Scientist, New Mexico Office, Space Science Institute
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March 30 Albuquerque High School
 Star Party Outstanding Success

Tom Davies

What a thrill it was to be there for the Albuquerque HS Star party. 
Besides the classroom activities by Bob Havlen, Bob Hufnagel, and 
Tom Grzybowski, the turnout of telescopes was exceptional. We 
had a variety of  telescopes from Melissa’s binoculars to Horton 
Newsom’s very large Dobsonian.  Steve Welch was there with 
his video camera setup on his small Meade and monitor. Barry 
Spletzer, Chuck Wiggens, Trish Logan, and I were there with our 
various telescopes.

John Lanning had his telescope there tracking on interesting 
stellar objects.  We observed four planets: Venus, Mars, Saturn, 
and my favorite, Earth. (Horton was looking at the antenna on the 
mountain before it got dark.) 

We had close to 300 students, teachers, and other guests. This was 
really fun. Students were lined up six deep at the telescopes.  We 
had fairly clear skies except in the north. It was dark until around 
9:00 when the moon came up over the mountains.

My thanks to all.

Our next school star  party is scheduled for April 13 at Eldorado 
High School. This is a Category 3: Telescopes Only. Cross your 
fingers— if the weather doesn’t cooperate we will postpone it for 
a week. Stay tuned to the TAAS e-mail list for last-minute updates.

Melissa Kirk

Horton Newsom and guests

Trish Logan and Steve Welch

Some of the 
star partiers at 

Albuquerque High 
School

Chuck Wiggins and 
Barry Spletzer

John Lanning

Observing field
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The brightest star is Capella, and directly below Capella 
is a small grouping of three stars.  The star opposite the 
pentagon from Capella is Elnath, one of the horns of Taurus.

There are a couple of stories that go with Auriga. They 
describe it as a Charioteer holding the reins in his left hand 

and cradling a goat 
and her kids in his 
right arm. Capella 
is the right shoulder 
of the charioteer, 
and its name means 
“she goat.”  The 
Charioteer in some 
stories is believed 
to be Erechtheus, 
son of the Roman 
god Vulcan, the first 
man to harness four 
horses to a chariot.

Other stories 
claim that the 
Charioteer 
represents the ill-
fated Myrtilus who 

was thrown from the chariot by Hippodamia, the daughter 
of King Oenomaus, after a quarrel with one of her suitors, 
Pelops.  Myrtilus was in charge of the king’s chariot; he 
rigged the chariot so the wheels would come off during a 
race with Pelops eventually killing the king.  When Myrtilus 
tried to claim Hippodamia as his bride, she refused, pushed 
him from the chariot, and ran off with Pelops.

THERE ARE THREE very nice open clusters within 
Auriga: M36, M37, and M38.  All three are not too difficult 
to find and can be seen from Albuquerque, so they are nice 
objects for public star 
parties.  M37 is a 
very dense grouping 
of stars with a few 
bright stars and lots 
of dimmer stars; it 
is easily identifiable 
as a cluster but not 
quite dense enough 
to look like a globular 
cluster.  M38 is less 
dense than M37, 
but there are more 
brighter stars, again 
easily identifiable as 
a cluster but a fairly 
loose cluster of stars.  
M36 is the least dense 
of the three, but with 
quite a few bright stars, it is easy to identify as a cluster.

Now that I have shared some of my sketches of the Auriga 
Messiers, please consider sharing your sketches.  E-mail 
them to me at president@taas.org. I will feature them in 
some of my upcoming articles and would really like your help 
in compiling sketches of all 110 of the Messier objects.

Messier Sketch Project
Robert Williams

YOU MAY have seen one of the Messier posters with nice 
photos of all 110 of the Messier objects.  I will be working 
over the year to re-create this poster (sort of) with hand 
sketches done by me and, I am hoping, by others in TAAS.  
I am in need of any sketches you have or will do of the 110 
Messier objects.

If you are like me and enjoy doing sketches at the 
eyepiece or if you do not currently sketch but have wanted to, 
I hope you will take this opportunity to do more sketching.  I 
hope to get a few sketches of each object by different people 
giving a variety of views to choose from. We all see things 
just a little differently.  Over the next several months I will use 
the President’s Message portion of the newsletter to feature 
a different constellation, 
and I hope to have 
sketches of the 
Messier objects in that 
constellation to feature 
in the article.  I am 
beginning this month 
with a constellation that 
will soon be lost until 
next fall, Auriga—the 
Charioteer.

Auriga now sits high 
in the western sky just 
after sunset, setting 
at about midnight.  
Look for a fairly bright 
grouping of stars 
forming a pentagon. 
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
March 25, 2010

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

Directors present: Steve Welch, Gordon Pegue, Pete Eschman, 
Robert Williams (President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Melissa Kirk 
(Secretary), Tom Davies, Robert Havlen, Dave Pitonzo, Larry Cash, 
Tyler Love
 
Directors absent: Daniel Zirzow. Ray Collins and Steve Snider (Vice 
President) are excused.

The meeting convened at 7:06 p.m.

The minutes from the February Board meeting are approved as 
amended: The Cosmic Carnival event in 2010 will take place in 
September at the Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque International 
Balloon Museum.

Finance:
The business cards Dan Clark ordered 
have been delivered, and Tom Davies 
will keep them. Several long time 
memberships have lapsed. Dan went 
to the post office twice recently, and 
there were eight renewals total for 
both times combined. Memberships 
listed as lapsed are not off of the list 
of memberships yet. Tom Davies had 
discussions with new members Jeff 
Bjarke and Jack Shrawder to welcome 
them to TAAS.

Account balances as of March 15, 2010:
General Fund: $ 11248.27
GNTO Fund: $ 11582.79
Education Fund:  $ 5690.64
Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund: $ 1343.96
Special Projects Fund: $ 5457.23
Science Fair Fund: $ 575.00
Cosmic Carnival Fund: $ 123.85
Astronomical League Reserve:  $ 150.96
Total Funds on Deposit: $ 36021.74

Total Expenses for Feb. 16-Mar. 15: $ 242.41
Total Income for Feb. 16-Mar. 15: $ 361.31

GNTO: 
Pete Eschman and Steve Welch worked with the new laptop 
computers to enable them to operate the Isengard Telescope and 
the CCD camera.

Membership:
The Membership Committee consists of Chris Hamilton, Lynn Olsen, 
Mike Roth, and Bill Firth.

Public Relations:
Melissa asked the Board if she has permission to spend the $300 
allotted for advertising as she deems appropriate. The Board said 
yes, and we discussed options for advertising TAAS events.

Education:
Tom Davies has the list of fourteen schools requesting star parties, 
and there are nine potential dates. One of the schools that has never 

requested a star party requested a category 3 party. Seven schools 
requested category 1 parties. 

TAAS events are on the Night Sky Network (NSN) calendars. 
Regional events are also posted on the NSN calendars. Bob Havlen 
will test the Space Rocks Toolkit.

Events Retrospect:
1. J’mi Dean trained Trish Logan, Tom Davies, and four or five other 
people on March 10 to operate the inflatable planetarium.
2. There was 90% cloud cover at the Collet Park Elementary School 
star party on March 9.
3. Dee Friesen, David Pitonzo, and Charlie Mullen judged entries 
for the Central New Mexico Science and Engineering Research 
Challenge. There was a Junior and a Senior Division for the awards 
provided by Dan Clark’s employer and TAAS. The winner in each 
division received $50. The second, third, and fourth place finishers 

received $25. The project titles in 
the Junior Division in order from 
first to fourth place are Measuring 
Coronal Mass Ejections, Sky Glow, 
Locating the Center of the Galaxy, 
and Correlations of Coronal Mass 
Ejections with the Solar Sunspot 
Cycle. The project titles in the Senior 
Division in order from first to fourth 
place are The Effect of Radiative 
Opacity on Stellar Evolution, 
Clockwork in M1, Galaxy in a Bucket, 
and Measurement of the Reflectivity 
of the Moon Part II:  Waning vs. 
Waxing Hysteresis.

Events Prospect:
1. The March 30 star party at Albuquerque High School will be a 
category 2 party. 
2. The Spring Equinox picnic was cancelled due to the probability of 
snowy weather. The picnic is rescheduled for April 17 at GNTO. The 
open house will begin at 5 p.m. There will not be a formal training 
session, however someone will be assigned to help viewers use the 
Isengard Telescope. The picnic will begin at 5:30 p.m.
3. The New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science will host 
the Earth Hour event on March 27.  
4. The Messier Marathon is scheduled for April 10.
5. The star party with the Albuquerque Open Space Division is 
scheduled for May 22. Venus, Mars, and Saturn will be visible on this 
date. TAAS needs to schedule a date in the Fall with the Division.
6. The Telescope Amnesty event still needs to be scheduled. It 
should be held late in the morning or early in the afternoon.
7. There will be a star party at the Balloon Park during the Freedom 
Fourth of July event.
8. The Board is consulting with a representative of 
the Bernalillo County Open Space Division regarding 
the possibility of holding an event with the Division.
9. The Los Alamos Chamber of Commerce will host the Next Big Idea 
Festival on July 17. The event will feature many hands on activities.
10. The next star party at Oak Flat will take place on May 8.
11. The Texas Star Party will be held from May 9 to May 16.
12. The Maize Maze will occur from September 3 to October 31. 
TAAS will host a star party on one evening during the Maize Maze.

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

On the Event Horizon

GNTO Committee Meeting ....................... Thu., April 15
GNTO Open House, Spring Picnic ............. Sat., April 17
ATM SIG Meeting ......................................Wed., April 21
TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  .......... Thu., April 22
TAAS General Meeeting  .............................Sat., April 24
Bosque Farms School Star Party .................. Tue., May 4
ATM SIG Meeting .........................................Wed., May 5
Oak Flat Star Party ..........................................Sat., May 8
Chaco Canyon, GNTO NM Observing ........Sat., May 15
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General
TIMOTHY MARTINEZ

UNITED WAY

Education
COLLET PARK SCHOOL

Dark Sky
LINDA HIXON

ANGIE RICHMAN
DEE FRIESEN

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:

Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman for GNTO information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM 87181

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, May 14.

Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos 
in text. Attach photos and illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A p r i l  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 191 195 -4
Family 61 61 0
Educational 10 11 -1
Total Paid 262 267 -5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 39 39 0
Total Members 308 313 -5

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

TAAS Sky Quality Meter

TAAS has a Unihedron Sky 
Quality Meter available for use 
by members.  You can borrow 
this meter from David Penasa 
at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 
275-2480(H).  The SQM may 
be reserved on a first-come, 
first-served basis for durations 
up to one week.  Compare the 
sky brightness at your favorite 
viewing site with other sites.  
TAAS events such as school 
star parties, Messier SIG, and 
GNTO take priority. 
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Robert Williams
President

president@taas.org
270-5857

Steve Snider
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coordi@taas.org
821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Tyler Love
Director

Photo
not

tylerrlove at yahoo dot com                    available

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523
gpegue at comcast dot net

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director

dzirzow at unm dot edu

2 0 1 0  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   864-3544 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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