
First Perihelion Banquet Enjoyed by All
THE 2009 TAAS PERIHELION BANQUET featured a delicious buffet, 13 door prizes, a 
trivia contest, a very entertaining comedy routine, and an informative keynote address. 

The grand door prize, the Orion StarBlaster Tele-
scope was won by Robert Williams. The trivia con-
test was a fun event that had numerous tables of 
TAAS members competing with each other for the 
correct answers to Kevin McKeown’s dissertation. 
The comedy routine of Gordon Pegue and Larry 
Cash had everyone laughing.

The highlight of the evening was the keynote ad-
dress by Dr. Dave Westpfahl, a professional as-
tronomer from NM Tech, the VLA, and Magda-
lena Ridge Observatory. Dave spoke on the topic, 
“The Value of Astronomy to Society.”

TAAS owes a big thank-you to Sy Santos and 
Mike Roth for arranging the banquet details.
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TAAS Membership 
Surveyed, Evaluation 

Under Way

THE TAAS BOARD of Directors 
mailed out membership surveys to 
the 188 regular members of the orga-
nization. Seventy-six surveys were 
returned, a percentage of 40.2 %. 
The results of the survey are being 
evaluated by the BOD, and a report 
will be issued to the membership in 
the near future. The BOD thanks all 
members who contributed to this ef-
fort.

The winner of the survey prize, the 
book Astronomica, was Dan Clark.  

Robert wins telescope

                The Gordon and Larry Show

Dr. Dave Westpfahl
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Heading South

THE THREE OF YOU who read my column last month know that I 
do not like winter. The typical way for people to escape the evils of 
winter (cold weather) is to go south. Our bird friends have been do-
ing this for eons. It seems that human birds do not learn this until late 

in life. We have all seen the snowbirds, of the human variety, heading 
to warm country as we drive south to GNTO.

If our work schedules permitted, we would all be in southern Ari-
zona observing M41 in the comfort of the Sonora Desert in warm 
weather and under clear skies. However, if we must remain in the 
Land of Enchainment, we can still go south…to GNTO.

At GNTO, we can observe M41 and many other wonderful winter 
sky objects. We will almost certainly have clear skies and should we 
get cold there is an easy way to get warm. The Robert Ortega Build-
ing is nicely heated and in winters past has been the site of numer-
ous interesting discussions. Some of these sessions have even been 
about astronomy. The dedicated members of the GNTO Committee 
go south early to ensure that all of us will have a warm spot to dis-
cuss M41.

Some of the previous reasons for TAAS members not visiting GNTO 
are no longer present. The new road is better than most of the farm 
roads I grew up with in Kansas, although please watch out for the 
cows. Several TAAS members, whose identity I will preserve, claim 
to have traveled over the new GNTO road at the amazing speed of     
8.2 x 10-8 times the speed of light. That equates to 55 miles per hour. 
Not bad for a desert highway.

I CHALLENGE all TAAS members who have never visited GNTO, 
to make 2009, The International Year of Astronomy, the year to go 
south. It can be done in one evening. I am standing by to organize 
a car pool for first-time visitors. The next GNTO Open House is the 
Spring Equinox picnic Saturday, March 21. I will be there to as-
sist with operating the TAAS 16-inch Eisengard Reflector telescope. 
It would be my great pleasure to be your guide for the evening. To-
gether we will observe M41 and numerous other deep-sky objects. I 
will have more details available in the near future about the trip. If 
you wish to attend, contact me, and together we will make arrange-
ments for you to go south.

OBSERVE – EDUCATE – HAVE FUN

New Directors Join TAAS Board

TAAS WELCOMES two new members to the Board of Direc-
tors for the 2009 calendar year. 

                  Dave Pitonzo                      Robert Williams

Dr. Dave Pitonzo is joining us as a very experienced amateur 
astronomer who recently came to our community from Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  Dave has a Ph.D. in biophysics and instructs 
in the UNM Medical School.  His experience as a member of 
three other astronomy clubs will bring a new perspective to 
the group.  He is the proud operator of a 16-inch reflector tele-
scope without any GO-TO system.

Mr. Robert Williams is no stranger to TAAS. Since obtaining 
his master’s degree in architecture, Robert says he now has 
time to perform more duties for TAAS.  In addition to being the 
coordinator of the Friday night UNM Observatory sessions, he 
has become the club expert at presenting constellation tours 
to public star party visitors.  We welcome Robert back to the 
TAAS BOD, where he served as secretary a few years ago.

TAAS says thanks to 2008 BOD members Bill Firth, Ryan De-
Mares, and Charlie Mullins for their service during the 2008 
calendar year.  

Coming Soon to a Dark Sky Near You
(Newer TAAS Members Take Note)

ONE OF THE preliminary findings from the TAAS membership 
survey is the interest in a mentorship program. The implementation 
of the TAAS MenTor ProgrAM will begin in a few weeks. Individu-
als interested in either being mentored or serving as a mentor can 
contact any TAAS BOD member for assistance.

THE OBSERVING ACTION TEAM under the leadership of Gor-
don Pegue has developed “The TAAS FAbulouS FiFTy,” an observing 
list for TAAS members new to astronomy. The team is completing 
the details and the list will be posted on the TAAS Web site (www.
TAAS.org) soon.

BARRY SPLETZER is now in charge of the TeleScoPe loAner Pro-
grAM and is coordinating for persons to receive assistance with a 
loaner telescope. TAAS thanks Barry for his leadership in this role. 
He has created a special page on the TAAS Web site for the Tele-
scope Loaner Program. See his Loaner Telescope announcement on 
page 4 of this newsletter.

http://www.TAAS.org
http://www.TAAS.org
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OUR MOST RECENT “New Moon” observing event at GNTO 
took place on December 27. I opened the facility, so that Dee 
Friesen’s help was not needed for this task. Good thing too, 
since Dee was snowed in at his Colorado holiday location. 
Larry Cash did the bulk of the work to host the Isengard tele-
scope. All told, we had nine observers and two telescopes in 
operation. We had very prominent zodiacal light after sunset. 
We evaluated a pair of binoviewers on the Isengard, and man-
aged to get the inverter covered for colder winter operation. 
Conditions were breezy and cold, with turbulent seeing so we 
closed up the facility a little before midnight. I brought the 
Masera Binocular scope back to town that evening so that Jim 
Lawrence could consider some updates to the telescope.

OUR TWO JANUARY events are a “New Moon” observing 
opportunity January 24 and a Training and Observing event 
January 31. Sunset is at 5:36 p.m. on January 31, so training 
starts at 5:30 p.m. Our first training session is “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope,” covering most GNTO 
equipment from the Isengard 16” reflector down to your 6” 
and 16” loaner Dobsonian scopes. A 32 percent moon sets at 
11:07 p.m. We will have someone assigned to help you with 
the Isengard and loaner telescopes after training wraps up, so 
there will be plenty of time to work with these fine instru-
ments and practice what you learned in the training session. 

February events include “New Moon” observing on February 
21 followed by another observing opportunity on February 
28.

STEVE WELCH heads up our CCD imaging program. If you 
are interested in taking part in this program, contact him at 
505-866-7668 or 303-530-2261 (cell) to make arrangements. 
Steve can have our CCD imaging equipment ready in the 10-
foot dome, so you can learn about imaging and take images of 
your own. 

We will have the heated Robert Ortega Building open and our 
Guest Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate and any snacks 
you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of great equip-
ment waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO 
soon. Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members, and they provide a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory. We meet every other month at 6:30 
p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40. Our next 
committee meeting is February 19. If you have questions 
about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.
org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

2008 TAAS Awards Cite
Generosity, Education, Service

by Larry Cash

The Awards Committee, consisting of Dick Fate, Gordon Peg-
ue, and Larry Cash, presented the annual TAAS Awards at 
the January 10 Perihelion Banquet.  The recipients have earned 
these awards by going above and beyond regular membership 
participation.

The Lieutenant Colonel William S. Isengard Award is an 
annual award (since 1995) given to an individual in the com-
munity who has shown exceptional generosity to the Society. 
The 2008 Isengard Award recipient is Jay Hardin. Jay Hardin 
has been a member of TAAS for many years and has given his 
time as well as generous donations to the Society.

The John Dobson Award is an annual award (since 1994) giv-
en to an individual in the community who has “a clear and 
outstanding record of sustained activity in public education.” 
The 2008 Dobson Award recipient is Ray Collins. Ray Collins 
has taught physics and astronomy at Valley High School with 
several graduating students going on to New Mexico Tech. He 
is also a longtime instructor at the TAAS ATM SIG.

Service Awards are annual awards (since 1999) given to in-
dividuals “for sustained and selfless participation toward the 
advancement of the Society.” Service Awards for the past year 
go to:

Gary Cooper for outstanding work on our monthly newslet-
ter.

Dan Clark for his many hours taking care of the books for 
TAAS.

Dave Downing for creating the online TAAS Store.
 Robert Hufnagel for public outreach and organizing school  

star parties.
Robert Williams for coordinating UNM observatory pro-

gram and for public outreach.

Night Sky Network (Education) awards for the past year 
went to:

Shannon Mann, John Laning, Bob Hufnagel, Pat Rose, Rob-
ert Williams, and Dee Friesen.

The following longtime members were recognized for having 
over 25 years of TAAS membership.

Robert E. Kyrlach, Honorary Member, 51 years
Joseph Pedroncelli, 40 years
Alan I. Lampson, 29 years
Bruce L. Levin, 26 years
Fred G. Ream, 26 years
Stephen L. Snider, 26 years

G N TO  News  &  V iews Pete Eschman 
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Hearts, Stars, and Telescopes
TAAS HAS BEEN INVITED by the Albuquerque Open Space 
Visitor Center to present a public star party on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 14, Valentine’s Day. The visitor center is located one mile 
west of the Rio Grande River about one mile south of the inter-
section of Paseo del Norte and Coors Blvd. The visitor center is 
east of Coors below the mesa and is a nice dark location. More 
details are available on the TAAS Web site (www.TAAS.org).

Sunset on Valentine’s Day is at 5:48 p.m. Astronomers may be-
gin setting up telescopes at 4:30 p.m. In addition to outside 
viewing, TAAS members will conduct a comet-making session 
inside the visitor center facility. See the Schedule of Events on 
page 8. Hot beverages will be available for the astronomers. 
The star party will conclude at 10:00 p.m. Moonrise is at 11:40 
p.m.

by Barry Spletzer

WELL AT LEAST it’s not quite as cheesy as advertising “Free Beer” 
to get your attention. In this case, it happens to be true. TAAS really 
does have free telescopes for its members. Of course, I am talking 
about the Telescope Loan Program. I consider it one of the best as-
pects of the Society. TAAS maintains a wide selection of telescopes, 
and loans them to members for a period of one month at a time. Each 
scope comes equipped with eyepieces and a convenient reflex finder. 
In the near future, star charts and other equipment will be added. 

Scopes range from a nice portable 4-inch equatorial reflector perfect 
for backyard viewing of the moon and planets to a 13-inch “light 
bucket” for serious deep-sky observing. The photo above shows 
many of our loaner scopes. The specifications of all the available 
telescopes are listed on the TAAS Web site. Just go to the Web site 
at www.taas.org and from the “Programs” drop-down menu, se-
lect “Loaner Scope Program.” There is a photo of each telescope 
along with a description of the equipment including size and weight. 
Check it out and see if any of the telescopes suit your tastes.

If you are just starting in astronomy, this is a great way to see what 
all the buzz is about telescopes and the night sky. Maybe you are 
considering buying a telescope and want to try out different scopes 
to see what suits you. Even experienced astronomers will enjoy the 
12.5-inch travel scope to pack along on vacation. The Loaner Pro-
gram has something for everyone.

For more information or to borrow one of these scopes, e-mail 
telescope_loans@taas.org. The only requirement to qualify for the 
program is to be a member in good standing of The Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society. At this writing, several scopes are available 
with more to come online soon.

Open Space Visitor Center Patio

Open Space Visitor Center Entrance

www.taas.org
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GENERAL
PATRICK FRY
BRUCE LEVIN
UNITED WAY

GNTO
GEORGE PELLEGRINO

DARK SKY
BRUCE LEVIN

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Membership at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, 
February 20. Please e-mail text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word 
or OpenOffice.org Writer. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J a n u a r y  2 0 0 9

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 181 187 -6
Family 48 49 -1
Educational 6 8 -2
Total Paid 235 244 -9
Honorary 7 7  0
Complimentary 34 34  0
Total Members 276 285 -9

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

LEN AND PATRICIA DUDA

JOHN HAYNES

STEFFAN MARLEY

MICHAEL MOFFAIT
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1 2 3 4 
ATM SIG
Meeting

5 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

6 7
General
Meeting

8 9 10 11 Bent
Elementary 
         School 
         Star Party

12 13 14
IYA2009 Star 
Party

15 16 17 18 
ATM SIG
Meeting

19 
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

20
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

21
GNTO: NM 
Observing

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
GNTO:
Observing

F e b u a r y  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Our January school star party was at Pajarito 
Elementary School on January 13. With our usual 
staff of telescope docents and indoor-activities 
demonstrators on hand, we treated about 100 students 
and family to stars, planets, comets, and pocket solar 
systems. All comments were positive, and the school 
staff made a big effort to make sure we come back 
next year. Thanks to all who helped with this important 
part of TAAS.

The next school star party is at Governor Bent 
Elementary School on Wednesday, February 11. We 
have not been at that school for a long time, so they will 
be looking forward to our visit.

Bob Hufnagel
Education Coordinator

Pajarito Elementary School Star Party

Calendar Corrections: February Follies

The February calendar in the January issue of The Sidereal Times 
showed incorrect dates for the month’s ATM SIG meetings. The 
correct dates are the first and third Wednesdays, February 4 and 
18, as shown above.

Also, the same calendar in the January issue showed February 
with 31 days (!), not 28. The Times regrets these oversights and 
any resulting inconvenience.

Thirty days hath September . . . 
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1 2 3 La Luz 
Elementary 
         School 
         Star Party

4 ATM SIG
Meeting

5 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

6 7
General
Meeting

8 
Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 ATM SIG
Meeting,

19 20 Spring 
Equinox, 
TAAS at Explora, 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

21
GNTO: Open 
House, Equinox 
Picnic, Training, 
Observing

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
GNTO: NM 
Observing, 
Messier 
Marathon

29

     

30 31

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

M a r c h  2 0 0 9

Saturday, February 7

7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Sol—Master of the Solar System

Charlie Christmann, Night Sky Columnist

TAAS General Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



The Sidereal Times February 2009

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 8

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
January 17, 2009

Home of Dee and Ruth Friesen

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Dee Friesen (President), 
Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, Pete Eschman, Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Dick Fate (Vice President), Larry Cash, Bob Havlen, Tom Davies, 
Robert Williams, Dave Pitonzo

Directors absent: Steve Welch (excused), Bob Hufnagel (excused)
Additional TAAS member present:  Elizabeth Burki

The meeting was called to order at 10:25 a.m.

There are no corrections to the December Board meeting minutes. 
The Board voted to adopt the resolutions the 2008 Board passed. 

Elizabeth Burki presented the results of the membership survey. The 
Board is in the process of examining the results of the survey and will 
report to the membership in the near future.

Executive Report
1. The loaner telescopes have been transferred to Barry Spletzer. A 
page on our TAAS Web site will provide details about each telescope 
in our loaner program.
2. http://www.ABQSky.org is a Web site for International Year of As-
tronomy (IYA) activities.
3. Dee will lead the Membership Action Committee. 
4. Members are welcome to attend Board meetings.
5. The Open Space Division of Albuquerque has invited TAAS to have 
a star party on Feb. 14 in the Open Space south of Paseo Del Norte. 
6. Cosmic Carnival will take place on April 18 in conjunction with the 
Albuquerque Founder’s Day Fiesta.
7. TAAS will sponsor a star party at Chaco Culture Historical Park on 
May 22–23.
8. The IYA 100 Hours of Observing event will take place April 2–5. As 
part of the event, telescopes will be set up at Explora Science Center 
on April 4.

Program Report
Dick and Dee will be away from Albuquerque on February 7. Tom 
Davies volunteered to lead the general meeting on that date.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances at the end of December 2008:
 General Fund:    $ 18001.89
 GNTO Fund:    $   6559.86
 Education Fund:    $   5891.93
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:   $   1201.91
 Special Projects Fund:   $   5457.23
 Science Fair Fund:   $     400.00
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:   $       34.35
 Astronomical League Reserve:  $     141.56
 Total Funds on Deposit:   $ 37547.17
Total Expenses for December 2008:    $     636.71
Total Income for December 2008:    $     670.46

The meeting adjourned at 2:04 p.m. 

Schedule of Events 

Outside 

5:00 – 6:30  Telescope setup (visitors welcome)

6:30 – 10:00  Night sky observing

Hourly night sky constellation tour
 

inside

6:30 – 8:00  Make a comet

Hearts, Stars, and Telescopes
Saturday, February 14, 2009

Albuquerque Open Space Visitor Center

www.taas.org

www.abqsky.org

http://www.ABQSky.org
www.taas.org
www.abqsky.org
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Steve Welch A s t e r o i d  S I G

BILL WALLACE AND I haven’t been very active the past few 
months, but we’re still here. Bill is getting his observatory set 
up and trying to figure out what he needs to be able to do As-
teroid Astrometry. I have been fiddling around with the GNTO 
Video Outreach Setup. However, there are some good asteroid 
occultations coming up this year, and I’ll be reporting on them. 
 
This month, there are two high-probability occultations from 
GNTO. I will be attempting to observe these with the GNTO As-
teroid Occultation equipment and the Isengard scope. The first 
happens while this Sidereal Times issue is being prepared. On 
January 28, Wednesday morning at 3:10 a.m., the 76-km-diam-
eter asteroid Palatia (415) will occult an 11.4 Mag star in Libra. 
GNTO is at the northern edge of the predicted path, which in the 
center could have a maximum duration of about 3.6 seconds. 
 
The second event is a week later on Tuesday morning, Febru-
ary 3 at 3:33 a.m., when 109- km-diameter asteroid Athamantis 
(230) will occult a 12.0 Mag star in Hydra. GNTO is near the 
center of the predicted path of the maximum 10-second-du-
ration occultation. However, because the star is a full magni-
tude dimmer than the asteroid, we may not be able to detect 
the occultation. It will be a good use of the GNTO setup. Our 
large aperture will help us get the excellent signal-to-noise ra-
tio needed to see the quarter-magnitude drop of this event. 
 
As usual, we welcome anyone to become an observer of aster-
oid occultations, and I have a spare equipment kit that I can 
loan to “try us out.” It’s actually exciting and fun! For more 
information on these and future asteroid occultations, check 
out Bill’s Asteroid SIG link on the TAAS Web site.

Big Bend National Park, December 27-30, 2008
Having the week off between Christmas and New Year’s, cheap gas, 
along with a new Moon on Dec. 27 allowed for a visit of Big Bend 
NP. I met up with onetime TAAS member Katherine Blankenburg, 
from Dallas. We had four almost perfect nights of observing. We 
observed from Sotol Vista, at 4,200 feet up, with a view of over 100 
miles into faraway Mexico. 

When you observe from Sotol, concentrate on far southern targets 
poorly seen, or invisible, from GNTO. The important targets—those 
that transit near the southern horizon—follow each other by about 
two hours. Thus, if Canopus transits at 10 p.m., the False Cross fol-
lows at 12 a.m. By 2 a.m., eta Carinae is in transit. Crux follows at 
4 a.m., with alpha and beta Centauri visible at 6 a.m., when twilight 
commences. 

Other points about Sotol and Big Bend NP include the fact that you 
are located in the western part of the Central Time Zone. Thus, it 
feels like daylight time is on. Twilight comes on late, so don’t miss 
breakfast. At Sotol, mountain lions are said to be common, and in 
fact, one night something stalked us all night long. It was creepy. 
Some highlights include:

Lightning All night long, intense heat lightning from storms below 
the horizon was visible toward the east-southeast to northeast. Just 
awesome.
 
Achernar At nightfall, this far southern star is conspicuous at transit. 
Upon gazing at Achernar in my 10X50 Nikons, I was able to spot the 
star alpha Hydri clearly, just below Achernar on the very horizon! 
Alpha Hydri is a declination minus 61 degrees, 36 minutes. Just east 
of Achernar is a nice globular, NGC 1261. This is a really condensed 
object, and I got only a hint of resolution in the 8-inch. 

The Fornax Dwarf Galaxy The problem with this galaxy is a star of 
9th magnitude at its very center, which hinders or confuses its recov-
ery. However, with the very clean skies of Big Bend, I clearly saw it 
as a large haze surrounding the star.

Open Cluster NGC 3114 This is one of the superb open clusters found 
in the region of eta Carinae. It transits just before eta. Its shape is 
clearly hexagonal, and I call it the Hexagon Cluster. For the first 
time, I had a very good look at it in the 8-inch at 60X. Its stars are 
of unequal magnitude.

Eta Carinae I’ve seen the star and nebulae before (best in 1998), but 
this year’s view had a twist. While examining the star eta Carinae, 
I realized atmospheric refraction was doing some astrophysics. Eta 
was not a pinpoint star, but rather a tiny emission spectrum, appear-
ing as a clear blue O III (doubly ionized oxygen) line adjacent to a 
pure red hydrogen alpha line!

Open Clusters NGC 3532, 3293 This is one of the grand open clus-
ters of the entire southern sky. It lies just east of eta Carinae. Over-
all, it looks like a football. I call it the Football cluster. There is a 
distinct embayment, or “crack,” in the cluster. NGC 3293 is another 
amazing open cluster; this one looks like a tiny dense egg, hence the 
informal name, the Egg Cluster. It lies within a curious tiny asterism 
I call the Little Cross, a tiny version of the Crux, the Southern Cross. 
The coincidence and symmetry are strange.

Quadrantids, January 3, 2009 
This was one of the best Quad returns since the 1985 display. I 
counted 107 Quads and 5 sporadics between 4:41 a.m. and 5:41 a.m. 
This year’s display just lacked the really big fireballs the Quads have 
produced in past years. The average Quad was of 3rd magnitude. A 
very bright Quad, of magnitude minus 3, was perfectly head-on at 
a point 3 degrees due east of beta Bootis. The Quads showed an 
array of physical aspects: pointy to streaky, with colors of bluish to 
yellow.

O b s e r v e r ’ s  N o t e s Kevin McKeown
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A d v e r t i s e r s
TAAS Help Wanted, February

TAAS NEEDS PEOPLE to assist with the following 
areas. If you are interested, contact Dee Friesen or any 
other TAAS BOD member. Contact information for all 
BOD members is on page 11 of this newsletter.

General Meeting Planning — Identify speakers, 
activities and events for the monthly TAAS meetings.

Contact Dick Fate.

Education — Participate in the TAAS Educational 
Outreach Program by attending school star parties.

Contact Bob Hufnagel.

GNTO Committee — Join the committee and receive 
training to become a GNTO Key Holder.

Contact Pete Eschman.

Membership — Assist with the conduct of the TAAS 
membership program. Help track membership, identify 
reasons for nonrenewal of membership, and promote 
TAAS membership.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Observing — Identify significant observing events for 
TAAS members and events to present to the public. 
Create observing contests and observing lists for 
members to complete to receive TAAS awards.

Contact Steve Welch.

TAAS Social Events — Assist with the planning and 
conduct of TAAS social events.

Contact Diane Murray.

TAAS Web Site — Assist with the the new TAAS Web 
site including e-mail procedures and other electronic 
communications.

Contact Dee Friesen.

International Year of Astronomy planning — Assist 
with the planning of TAAS events for the IYA.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Visit the TAAS Store online at
www.taas.org

click link on TAAS  homepage

www.taas.org
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2 0 0 9  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549 (H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Loaner Scope Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org 
  Membership Coordinator  Open position       membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Officer

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Robert Williams
Director

270-5857



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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