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First, for the uninitiated, let me explain 
what the Messier Marathon is all about. 
When folks started getting serious about 
scanning the sky with telescopes, searching 
for new comets was a new and unfamiliar 
task.  Soon, astronomers found things that 
looked like comets (fuzzy blobs) but which, 
unlike comets, were in the same place night 
after night and year after year.  To help avoid 
mistaking these “nebulae” for comets, in 
1758 Charles Messier (pronounced MESS-
ee-ay) started to catalog them.  As one of 
the first to do this, he stumbled onto many 
of the brightest and finest deep-sky objects 

Messier Marathon and 
Half Marathon Return

 March 8

Barry Spletzer

The Annual TAAS Messier Marathon at 
GNTO is a great event.  Last year we started 
a second option, that being a half marathon 
of 55 objects to be completed by midnight.  
The traditional marathon and the new half 
marathon are back by popular demand.  

(and some real losers as well).  His catalog 
contained some items that could never 
be mistaken for comets (like the Pleiades 
[M45] and the Beehive [M44]) but were 
still fine deep-sky objects.  Eventually 
(see www.seds.org/messier for the story) 
astronomers settled on a list of 110 objects 
for the official Messier catalog.  

Every spring, amateur astronomers all over 
the Northern Hemisphere gather at their 
favorite dark-sky haunts and peer through 
telescopes all night long trying to find all 
the Messier objects in a single night.  This 
time of year is chosen for the unusual fact 
that there is a sizable region of the sky that 
is devoid of Messier objects.  During late 
March and early April, the Sun is in that 
region so, for a few weeks each year, none 
of the objects is obscured by the Sun’s glare.  
That means that it is possible to see all 110 
objects in a single night.  I use the phrase 
“obscured by the Sun’s glare” loosely here.  
Some of the objects (M74 and M77) are 
at best just barely visible after sunset, and 
another (M30) rises so shortly before dawn 
that only those with the best imaginations 
can find it.

For those like me, whose dedication might 
wane in the chilly March night, I have 
developed a list of exactly one-half of the 
110 marathon objects, all of which can 
be seen well before midnight. The half 
marathon is a great way to be part of a great 
event without spending the whole night at 
it.
 
This year, I have constructed one-page 
guides for the Messier Marathon and the 
Messier Half Marathon as well as a pair of 
sky charts for before and after midnight.  
The primary uses of the guides are: to give 

Above, Dee Friesen speaks at New Zealand’s Stardate 2008. As a guest of the Phoenix As-
tronomical Society of Wellington, Dee gave two presentations to the 85 amateur astronomers 
assembled from all over New Zealand for the event. He was able to observe the southern sky 
while attending Stardate 2008 in the Hawkes Bay region of the north island. Dee will report 
on his recent six-week trip to New Zealand at the TAAS General Meeting on February 23.  

http://www.seds.org/messier
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Observe – Educate – Have Fun

It has been nearly 10 years since I first joined TAAS as a 
member of former TAAS president Mike Pendley’s ATM 
class. In that time, I have observed many interesting 
things—some of them were even in the night sky. I have 
certainly been educated by many knowledgeable TAAS 
members and above all, I have had fun.

As your new president, I intend to keep the tradition 
going. We will OBSERVE – EDUCATE – HAVE FUN. After 
all, this is a club, and we willingly choose to be a part of 
it. It should never become a job. For me, that will be easy 
since I am happily retired. For many of you, it is only one 
part of many other activities in your life. Therefore, I will 
try hard to make sure no one is overworked. That means 
sometimes it will take longer to get something done than 
what we desire. I prefer to think that we are on a schedule 
of “events” not “time.” Remember, I am retired.

Back to OBSERVE. That is why I joined TAAS. I want 
to see more of what is in the wonderful night sky. I 
recently spent time in New Zealand attending Stardate 
2008. This took me back to the pure joy of being part of 
the night sky. No meetings, no duties, just observing—it 
was wonderful. I will report to you the membership on 
my observing experience under the southern sky at the 
February 23 TAAS general meeting. I hope to see you 
there.

TAAS has many wonderful opportunities to observe, 
and in the future I would like to expand the viewing 
opportunities for all TAAS members. Fortunately, we 
have some terrific things to help us. The telescope loaner 
program, under the able leadership of former TAAS 
president Dale Murray and Barry Spletzer allows you 
to take a telescope home and learn how and what to 
observe. The Messier SIG, under the leadership of Will 
Ferrell is the TAAS program for new observers. GNTO, 
under the very experienced leadership of Pete Eschman, 
is certainly the finest amateur observatory within light 
years. It is yours as a TAAS member to enjoy. Meet me 
there on one of the GNTO observing nights, and together 
we will look at the night sky with your 16-inch Isengard 
telescope. Let us not forget binoculars. They are the 
easiest and probably best way to begin observing. Almost 
everyone has a pair—use them.

EDUCATE has been an integral part of all TAAS activities 
since the Big Bang. Yes, I know we are not that old, but the 
analogy gets the point across. We enjoy the night sky and 

are good at sharing our enthusiasm for it with others. I 
am very proud of our school star- party program. A big 
thanks to Shannon Mann who has directed the program 
for the past few years. It is now under the very capable 
guidance of Bob Hufnagel. I have worked with Bob on 
projects outside of TAAS and we are very fortunate to 
have his leadership. I encourage you to attend a school 
party as an observer and see for yourself how TAAS is 
making a difference in the community. Then you will 
understand why John Laning is “Mr. School Star Party.” 
Thank you John.

Last but by no means least is HAVE FUN. Need I say 
more? It is all of us working and playing together that 
results in the creation of the fun experience. I fully intend 
to have TAAS focus on having a good time. That means 
when all of us are doing things together, we will have 
fun.

I am very fortunate to have a very qualified slate of 
officers and Board of Directors to work with me in all 
of the above-mentioned areas. I encourage you to get to 
know your officers and BOD members. They are very 
interesting, knowledgeable, and friendly people. And 
they like to have fun. [See table on page 11. —Ed.]

Your ideas and suggestions are most welcome. Please call 
or e-mail me with anything good or bad that is on your 
mind. Together we will

OBSERVE  -  EDUCATE - HAVE FUN.

UNM Campus Observatory Now
 Open Friday Evenings

Melissa Kirk

The University of New Mexico observatory will be open on 
Friday evenings during the Spring 2008 Semester when the 
weather is favorable. Observing begins at sunset. May 9 is 
the last day the observatory will be open. It will be closed on 
March 21 for Spring Break. The hours are 7—9 p.m. during 
Standard Time and 8—10 p.m. during Daylight Saving Time. 
Mars and Saturn will be jewels of the night sky during the early 
evening hours. Gaze at Saturn’s famous rings. Perhaps you 
will see moons reappear from behind planets. The observatory 
is on the Albuquerque campus and is located northwest of the 
Physics and Astronomy building and the University Hospital. 
For information and a map, visit http://panda.unm.edu/
observatory/.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

http://panda.unm.edu/observatory/
http://panda.unm.edu/observatory/
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Topics at the committee meeting included a review of previous 
events as well as planning for events in March and April.  
Bill plans to schedule a spring work session for sometime in 
March or April, so stay tuned for details.  We also reviewed 
maintenance needs and discussed improvements to the site 
and equipment.  I read a road status report from Karen Keese 
that indicated that more road signage is planned, and that 
Carl Frisch is working on some improvements to the GNTO 
end of the route.  We are continuing to evaluate a new set of 
priorities for GNTO improvements.  We would like to plan a 
GNTO event around a predicted asteroid occultation in order 
to highlight one type of scientific observation that can be 
easily done at GNTO.  Dave Masera has been kind enough 
to donate his double tube 10” f.5 binocular telescope and we 
plan to have it available as a GNTO loaner telescope when it is 
ready.  Thanks, Dave!

As I reported last month, the new route to GNTO is now open.  
New driving directions have been distributed at our general 
meetings.  Contact me if you need a set.  As a direct result 
of your contributions, we now have a much smoother drive 
to and from GNTO, and a route that is easier to maintain.  
Financial contributions are still welcome to fund additional 
roadwork and other improvements to the new route.

Upcoming events include our Spring Messier Marathon 
on March 8, followed by our Spring Equinox GNTO Open 
House, Picnic, Training, and Eye Candy Tours on March 
15.  April 5 will serve as a second chance for the Full Messier 
Marathon, if weather causes problems for the Marathon on 
March 8. 

Our Messier Marathon is scheduled during the short interval 
each year when it is theoretically possible to observe all 
Messier objects in a single evening (including the evening 
twilight and pre-dawn hours).  Some of us have come within 
one or two objects of completing the entire list, so we all look 
forward to this year’s chance to complete the challenge.  If you 
are planning on attending, be sure to arrive on March 8 well 
before sundown at 6:09 p.m. because we try to get the first few 
objects in the evening twilight, and vehicle lights from late 
arrivals can be a major distraction.  Note that we switch to 
Daylight Saving Time in the morning of Sunday, March 9.

This year we will track results in several different observer 
categories.  At present we are thinking of 4 categories: 1) 
binoculars only, 2) telescopes with charts and finder scope/
telrad only, 3) telescopes with digital setting circles, and 4) 
go-to scopes.  Barry Spletzer has offered to supply charts and 
assistance in finding objects to all marathoners again this 
year.  Thanks Barry!  Barry said he also plans to offer a “Half” 
marathon for objects visible prior to midnight this year.  Please 
see Barry’s article elsewhere in this Sidereal Times issue for 
more details.

I have a few observing events to report.  Our January 12 “New 
Moon” observing opportunity was lightly attended.  Sky 
conditions were clear with a small sliver of moon in the early 
evening.  Gordon Pegue opened the facility, with Bill Wallace 
as backup for opening and Will Ferrell assigned to help with 
the Isengard telescope.  Ten observers enjoyed some nice views 
on the Isengard and the two big scopes on the observing field.  
Cold wintery conditions encouraged most people to leave 
before midnight.  Thanks to Gordon, Bill, and Will for their 
help.  Thanks to Carl Frisch’s efforts dragging the road prior to 
the arrival of viewers, we had a smooth ride on the new road.

On January 19, Will opened the facility and served as host for 
the Isengard telescope.  Sky conditions were clear but viewing 
conditions were less than optimal because of 3/4 moon.  Only 
the Isengard and C-11 telescopes were in operation, with five 
observers present.  Bill Wallace and Pete Eschman attempted 
to monitor an asteroid occultation using the C-11 and other 
equipment in the 10-foot dome, but their efforts were thwarted 
by a series of setup problems.  Data collected by other 
observers indicated that GNTO was not in the shadow path, 
so we would have recorded a miss even if we had everything 
ready in time.  All observers packed up just after 11:00 p.m. and 
returned home.  Thanks go to Will for opening and hosting 
the Isengard, and to Carl Frisch, who smoothed the new road 
prior to the event.

On February 2, when Bill Wallace and Melissa Kirk opened up 
around 3:45 p.m. the sky was mostly clear.  Three hours later, 
when they closed up, it was overcast with maybe one sucker 
hole (a sucker hole is a clearing in the clouds that beckons the 
unsuspecting observer long enough to point their telescope 
in that direction, but does not stay clear long enough to 
really see anything).  Dee Friesen was the Isengard host, but 
the Isengard was not used because of the heavy cloud cover.  
Robert Williams had his scope set up on the observing field, 
but did not use it either.  A total of five observers showed up, 
but everyone left by 6:45 p.m.  Thanks go to Bill, Melissa, and 
Dee for opening and attending their assigned duties, especially 
in the face of a challenging weather forecast.  Thanks also go 
to Carl Frisch, for additional work to smooth the road, as well 
as for his efforts to maintain weed-free areas on the GNTO 
site.  Robert felt he had jinxed their observing chances by 
setting up his newly configured telescope, but Bill pointed 
out that he had yet to open up the facility when the weather 
permitted any viewing opportunity.  Sooner or later, such luck 
will change.

Our GNTO committee meeting on February 7 had eleven 
people attending, including  Larry Cash, Ray Collins, David 
Downs, Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, Dee Friesen, Melissa Kirk, 
Dale Murray, Gordon Pegue, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  
Pete, Dale, and Shane Ramotowski had met earlier that 
afternoon to draft the event calendar for June 2008 through 
May 2009.

continued on page 9
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A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! Any 
TAAS member can borrow a TAAS telescope.  Contact 
Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 286-9533 and 
receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose 
from scopes with apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS 
members.  Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will 
be put on a waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

a logical order to find the objects, provide a checklist to keep track 
of what has been found, and to show at a glance when things rise 
and set.  All you really need to complete a successful Marathon and 
see at least 100 of the objects are my guide, a pretty basic star chart 
(maybe even my one-page version), and some persistence. To find 
these guides and charts visit the TAAS home page, www.taas.org, 
and click on the link under “Observing Challenges in 2008” that 
says Half Marathon and Full Marathon charts and lists are available 
here. If you are reading this online, you can click the link here. This 
takes you to the instructions for using the one-page guides. These 
instructions contain further links to the two guides and the two sky 
charts. Because there is a lot of information crammed into the guides, 
some advance familiarization can make your observing time much 
more productive.

This spring’s Marathon is on March 8 to coincide with a new moon.  
This is somewhat earlier than the “optimal” time.  By “optimal” I 
mean the date where the evening sky is about the same brightness 
as the morning sky when the search begins and ends.  The early 
marathon means that one object, M30, will be impossible to see 
since it rises less than one hour before sunrise.  Several other objects 
(M2, M55, M72, M73, M75) will be at less than 10 degrees altitude 
when morning twilight begins and thus very difficult to find.  This 
unfortunate condition is compensated for somewhat by the ease 
of seeing the normally difficult early evening objects.  The most 
difficult early evening object (M74)  is a whopping 22 degrees above 
the horizon at the end of twilight.

All in all, it should be possible to find over 100 objects and still 
get several hours sleep during the night.  In any event, whether you 
see 10 objects or the full 110, whether it’s cloudy or clear, warm or 
cold, windy or calm, the TAAS Messier Marathon is always an event 
worth attending.  If it’s your first time, please come and see what all 
the fuss is about.  If it’s your tenth time you already know, and I’ll 
see you there.

M e s s i e r  M a r a t h o n ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

GLOBE at Night, February 25—March 8

Join thousands of other students, families, and citizen-scientists 
hunting for stars from February 25 through March 8, 2008. Take part 
in the international GLOBE at Night event to observe the nighttime 
sky and learn more about light pollution around the world. For 
further details, go to http://www.globe.gov/GaN/
12th Statewide Historic Preservation Conference,
March 12—14, Taos

The New Mexico Preservation Alliance (NMHPA) has continued 
to play an important role in the statewide effort to inform the public 
about the negative consequences of light pollution. Its Night Sky 
Program is dedicated to preventing the loss of the starlit skies that 
have inspired New Mexicans for generations.  Several sessions of 
their upcoming Taos conference relate to dark- sky/night-sky/light-
pollution issues: 

Thursday, March 13, 2:00—3:10 p.m. Session C3, “New Mexico 

continued on page  9

D a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa

http://www.taas.org/temp/messierOnePageInstr.html
http://www.taas.org/temp/messierOnePageInstr.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/
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General: WILLIAM DOLEMAN, 

DOUBLE  EAGLE SCHOOL,

PAUL LIN,

GEORGE PELLEGRINO

GNTO: ROBERT WILLIAMS

Dark Sky: PENELOPE BOSTON, 

WILLIAM DOLEMAN,

 GEORGE PELEGRINO

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, March 
7. Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( J a n u a r y  2 0 0 8 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 207 204  3
Family 71 70  1
Educational 9 9  0
Total Paid 287 283  4
Honorary 7 7  0
Complimentary 34 34  0
Total Members 328 324 4  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S  
W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

MIKE AND BENIDA  KERNODLE

SUSAN PFAU

—
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Come and join us at Bosque Farms 
Elementary School for their Star 
Party on March 4.  This will be a 
great opportunity for those of you in 
the southern part of the metropolitan 
area to attend a nearby school 
star party and help to impress the 
students with the wonders of the 
night sky.  Food will be provided to 
all TAAS volunteers, so arrive about 
5:45 p.m. to have time to eat and set 
up your equipment.  We can use 
members with telescopes and those 
who can do indoor demonstrations.  

The school is at 1390 West Bosque 
Loop in Bosque Farms.  We thank 
you in advance for your help.
 

Map 

1390 W. Bosque Loop, Bosque 
Farms, NM 87068

Go to http://maps.google.com or 
click on this link to map. 

Bob Hufnagel, Education 
Coordinator

School Star Party Schedule
2008

Tuesday March 4
Bosque Farms Elementary School

Tuesday April 1
Corrales Elementary School

Thursday April 24
Pajarito Elementary School
(Not an official event)

Tuesday May 6
La Luz Elementary School

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8

1 2 
GNTO
Observing

3 4 5        Alameda
Elementary
       School

       Star Party

6 
ATM SIG
Meeting

7
GNTO 
Committee
Meeting

8 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

9 
GNTO NM
Observing

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21
Officers
Meeting

22 23 
TAAS
General Meeting

24

    

25

    

26 27 28
 

29

Bosque Farms Elementary School Star Party March 4

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h
Bob Hufnagel

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1390+west+bosque+loop,+bosque+farms,+nm&sll=34.857059,-106.706085&sspn=0.061134,0.115356&ie=UTF8&ll=34.855739,-106.705999&spn=0.030568,0.057678&z=14&om=0>
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

M a r c h  2 0 0 8

1
GNTO
Observing

2 3 4
Bosque Farms

Elementary
       School

       Star Party

5 
ATM SIG
Meeting

6
GNTO 
Committee
Meeting

7 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

8 
GNTO NM
Observing,
Messier 
Marathon

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Equinox 
Picnic, GNTO 
Open House, 
Training, 
Observing

16 17 18 19 20
Board
Meeting

21 22 
TAAS
General Meeting

23

     30

24

     31

25
          

26 27
 

28 29

Saturday, February 23, 2008
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

New Zealand: Stardate 2008
Dee Friesen

President, TAAS

TAAS General Meeting
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On January 20, Becky Ramotowski forwarded to the TAAS-L e-
mailing list the following request from David Dunham, president of 
IOTA (the International Occultation Timing Association):

...Please help us measure the size and shape of the 200-km 
asteroid(13) Egeria by timing its occultation of a 10.1-mag. 
star just half a deg. southwest of the 6th-mag. double star 
zeta Piscium...Monday evening, Jan. 21 local time (Jan. 22 
U.T.).

I had planned to coordinate a TAAS/New Mexico effort for this 
occultation, but an ill-timed (for occultation purposes) vacation in-
terfered.  On the day of the occultation (January 21), I arrived in 
New Mexico after a 3,000-mile-plus red-eye plane ride.  Needless 
to say, I wasn’t feeling the level of enthusiasm needed to help set 
up and observe from GNTO, so I just set up my equipment at my 
home that evening after a short nap and observed an 8.69-second 
occultation!  So, even though it wasn’t much of a coordinated TAAS 
effort, there’s always a next time.  Besides, in addition to my TAAS 
positive, there were two other New Mexico positive observations, so 
that’s not too bad.  These three observations can help determine the 
size and shape of the asteroid and give more precision to the orbit.

From my home, the asteroid was clearly visible approaching the 
10th-magnitude star until about 7 minutes before the predicted time, 
when they got too close together to separate on my video screen.  A 
few seconds before the predicted time for my location, the asteroid 
went in front of the star.  During the 8.69-second occultation, the 
supposedly 11.9-mag asteroid was clearly visible with my setup.  I 
think it was brighter than predicted.  About the same amount of time 
after the occultation, I again saw the fainter asteroid separate and 
then recede from the star that had just been occulted.  I observed this 
on a video monitor connected to my straight black-and-white video 
camera (my Watec WAT-902H2 Ultimate) on my daughter’s Meade 
LXD-75 SN-10 telescope with no focal reducer. Fun stuff!

As pointed out by the fact that I couldn’t pull together a GNTO team 
to observe this occultation, we are still in desperate need of inter-
ested souls for the TAAS Asteroid SIG.  Please contact me or Bill 
Wallace if you wanna play in this sandbox with us!  As Becky and 
I keep saying at TAAS meetings, this is interesting, fun, and excit-
ing work/play—about as close to action-packed as you can get as 
an amateur astronomer.  As a bonus, the data you collect is valu-
able and can’t be acquired any better or duplicated by professional 
astronomers who are usually using equipment that might give you 
severe scope envy.  You can duplicate my video occultation kit for 
less than $600, and then you can use your 5-inch or larger scope to 
record asteroid occultations of 11th-magnitude or fainter stars with a 
precision of as little as 17 milliseconds.

For more occultations information check out these links:
http://www.poyntsource.com/IOTAmanual/Preview.htm
http://www.eclipsetours.com/occultationa.html

The pro-am group, International Occultation Timing Association, 

IOTA, started out back in the late 60’s with lunar occultations. Thus 
IOTA’s Web address is:
http://lunar-occultations.com/iota/
(Asteroid occultations links are about halfway down the page.)

A lot of the action occurs on the Yahoo Discussion Group for 
IOTA:
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/IOTAoccultations/

We are talking of making a special Asteroid Occultation Demo/
How-To event in conjunction with a GNTO event in the next few 
months. So watch TAAS-L or get in touch with Bill or me about 
when this will happen and how you can watch or participate.  Bill, 
Pete, and I at least run a PC program called Occult Watcher, and it 
produces custom predictions for our locations. If you are interested 
in this, contact Bill or me, or check out the Yahoo IOTA group (link 
above).

Steve WelchA s t e r o i d  S I G

TAAS OFFICERS MEETING

January 31, 2008
Home of Dee Friesen

MEETING MINUTES

Officers present:  Dee Friesen, Dan Clark, Dick Fate, Melissa 
Kirk

Officers absent: None

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Corrections to the December Minutes:
 None.

Treasurer’s Report:
None.

Correspondence:
None.

Event Retrospect:
None.

Event Prospect:
None.

Old Business:
None.

New Business:
The officers selected the Board of Directors for 
2008.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

http://www.poyntsource.com/IOTAmanual/Preview.htm
http://www.eclipsetours.com/occultationa.html
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/IOTAoccultations/
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One week after the Messier Marathon we will have our 
Spring GNTO Open House, Equinox Picnic, and Training 
Sessions on March 15.  Note that Daylight Saving Time will 
be in effect by March 15, so plan accordingly for sunset at 7:15 
p.m.  Our GNTO Open House will start at 4:00 p.m., offering 
the perfect opportunity to visit GNTO for the first time or 
to check on recent site improvements.  Our Spring Equinox 
Picnic starts at 5:30 p.m. with our usual semi-coordinated mix 
of potluck dishes and good fortune.  The barbecue grill will 
be available for your use.  Hot dogs and hamburgers will be 
provided.  More details on the event will be available via e-
mail on the Board of Directors E-mail List (the BODOEL), and 
on our TAAS-L listserv.  We are looking for a volunteer to help 
coordinate potluck dishes.

Sunset is at 7:15 p.m on March 15 so we will begin our 
“Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” session 
at 7:00 p.m, following the potluck.  This introduction covers 
most of the equipment used at GNTO, including our Isengard 
16” reflector as well as our 6” and 16” loaner scopes.  Once 
the skies are dark enough, Larry Cash and Robert Williams 
will host another in our popular series of “Eye Candy” sky 
tours.  Larry and Robert plan a two-part tour, with the first 
section offering a green laser tour of stars, constellations 
and asterisms visible to the naked eye.  The second part 
uses our Isengard 16” telescope to observe an impressive set 
of objects.  If enough people are interested, we may offer an 
“Introduction to GNTO Astro-Computing Resources” later in 
the evening.  This second introductory session would cover 
computer hardware and astronomy-related software available 
at GNTO.  

Steve Welch plans to have our CCD imaging equipment ready 
in our 10-foot dome.  This is a great chance to learn about the 
imaging process and take some images of your own.  Be sure 
to mark your calendars now for this opportunity to learn about 
your observatory and enjoy the relaxed company of fellow 
observers.  Between the Open House, Picnic, Training and 
Eye Candy Tours, this will be a great chance to visit GNTO, 
especially if it is your first visit to your observatory!

We will have the comfortable Robert Ortega Building open 
and heated for all winter events.  Our Guest Trailer is available 
for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you might want to 
share.  We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you 
at GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members, and they provide a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  Our next 
scheduled meeting is April 3.  We meet every other month 
at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40.  
If you have questions about GNTO, please contact me (Peter 
Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Night Sky: Starlore, Oral Tradition and Storytelling,” Peter Lipscomb, 
NMHPA Night Sky Program and

Friday, March 14, 10:45—11:45a.m. Session F4, “Protecting New 
Mexico’s Night Sky,” Peter Lipscomb, NMHPA Night Sky Program.

See the NMHPA Web site for the conference brochure:  http://
www.nmheritage.org.

2008 National Dark-Sky Week Celebration, March 29—April 4 
(Excerpted from International Dark-Sky Association’s January 31, 
2008, edition of e-News found at http://data.nextrionet.com/site/idsa/
pr_012208_NDSW_LOA.pdf .)

Observance of the sixth annual National Dark-Sky Week will take 
place March 29 through April 4. The event highlights concern for 
increasing light pollution. Endorsed by the International Dark-Sky 
Association, American Astronomical Society, and the Astronomical 
League, event participation grows each year as the public becomes 
more aware of light pollution and its effects on our everyday lives and 
on the environment.

This year, IDA is also encouraging everyone to support the World 
Wildlife Fund’s Earth Hour, occurring on March 29. In addition, Lights 
Out America is now supporting Earth Hour. In past years, various 
“lights out” campaigns, the WWF, the National Audubon Society, 
and other organizations have promoted events to protect wildlife and 
conserve energy.

National Dark-Sky Week, founded in 2003 by Jennifer Barlow, 
seeks to deter light pollution by encouraging better overall outdoor 
lighting practices. Simply turning off unnecessary lighting for one 
week is only a temporary solution. National Dark-Sky Week seeks 
to educate the public about lighting fixtures that help reduce light 
pollution by focusing light downward instead of up into the sky or 
sideways creating glare or light tresspass. “The only way that National 
Dark-Sky Week can succeed is if more people participate every year,” 
says Barlow. “No significant reduction in light pollution can be made 
unless a great number of people turn off their lights.”

These campaigns also encourage the public to attend area star parties 
or visit a local observatory. But always be careful not to turn out lights 
that are necessary for public safety, and when going stargazing, carry 
a red-tinted flashlight and stay in a large group.
For more information, visit:  www.ndsw.org  and  http://www.
earthhour.org.

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

D a r k  S k y  S I G
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

Sy Santos presents a service award to Melissa Kirk. See more 
Awards Banquet photos by Gordon Pegue on page 10.

http://www.nmheritage.org
http://www.nmheritage.org
http://data.nextrionet.com/site/idsa/pr_012208_NDSW_LOA.pdf
http://data.nextrionet.com/site/idsa/pr_012208_NDSW_LOA.pdf
http://www.ndsw.org
http://www.earthhour.org
http://www.earthhour.org
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Some moments from the TAAS AWARDS BANQUET, January 26

Photos by Gordon Pegue

2007 President Sy Santos 
presents Dobson Award to

John Laning

2007 Board of Directors Sy Santos presents service 
award to  Larry Cash

Dee makes a point to banqueters Judy Stanley displays Dobson 
Award plaque

TAAS members and guests have 
a good time

Pete Eschman receives service 
award

Members and guests enjoy the 
camaraderie

Barry Spletzer receives service 
award
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2 0 0 8  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   856-3306  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Bill Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   286-9533(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Firth    899-0950  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
890-8122

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

Photo
 not

 available

Ryan Demares
Director

Photo
 not

 available

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Charlie Mullen
Director

296-3508

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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