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Messier 2006 SIG Moves Back to Albuquerque

M - 31

The Messier 2006 SIG will once again begin its monthly 
observing in Albuquerque. With the beginning of shorter days 
and longer nights, the SIG will again meet at Dee Friesen’s 
house. Dee lives in Sandia Heights, the housing area at the base 
of the Tram. Setup is normally 30-45 minutes before sunset, 
and observing continues as long as people desire. Each month 
the session begins with a constellation tour, then observing with 
binoculars and finally telescopes. It is not necessary to bring a 
telescope. Loaner telescopes are always available.

All the latest information on meeting dates, directions to Dee’s 
house, and star charts for the month are available on the SIG 
Web site www.Messier2006.org.

As the group looks ahead to 2007, consideration is being given 
to adding DOUBLE STARS to the monthly observing lists. 
Check the SIG Web site for the latest information or call Dee at 
856-1593.

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 6  S I G  M o v e s  B a c k 
t o  A l b u q u e r q u e

TRANSIT OF MERCURY 2006
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS) will 
present a free telescope observing event of the Transit 
of Mercury on Wednesday, November 8, from 12:15 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Telescopes with solar filters will be set up at 
two locations-outside Explora! and outside the National 
Atomic Museum, both on Mountain Road NW in Old 
Town. 
    During this relatively rare astronomical event, the public 
will have the opportunity, weather permitting, to safely 
watch planet Mercury as it crosses the face of the Sun. 
The next Transit of Mercury will not occur until the year 
2016. 
    The public is cautioned never to look directly at 
the Sun, as this will result in damage to the eyes and 
possible blindness. The Transit of Mercury should only be 
observed through an astronomical-grade solar filter. 
    For information about the event, call 261-0040.

Lodestar Astronomy interns Alyssa Adams and Bella Nufeld 
are thrilled to meet UNM grad student Amanda Townsend, 
participant in Professor John McGraw’s new telescope project, at 
a recent TAAS meeting. See President’s Message, page 2.
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

G eneral  Me eting  News
Becky Ramotowski

Who will fill their shoes?

 At the last TAAS General Meeting we were all treated to inside 
information concerning an amazing new telescope project of Dr. John McGraw.  
The aspect of this innovative project that caught my eye was not the telescope 
but the students working side by side with the scientist! 
 As most of you know I am a teacher. Most everything I do revolves 
around offering opportunities for young people to observe and get involved with 
the astronomy community. I took full advantage of Dr. McGraw’s lecture to 
invite the high school interns who are working with me at LodeStar Astronomy 
Center. These two young women expressed their excitement as they sat wide-
eyed and amazed during the talk and especially during the social hour portion 
of our meeting as they met and talked with Dr. McGraw and his graduate 
students. 
 The interns are Alyssa Adams and Bella Nufeld. Alyssa attends La Cueva 
High School where she is taking Advanced Placement courses toward college 
credit! Bella came to me from the Career Enrichment Center of Albuquerque 
High School where she too is preparing for a career in science! Both young 
women were thrilled to meet Amanda Townsend, Dr. McGraw’s graduate 
student and a key participant in the project.
 As a result of this experience Alyssa and Bella were invited to visit the 
observatory where much of the research and planning is going on, an opportunity 
that has unlimited possibilities for them. 
 I encourage everyone who reads this message to invite young people 
to participate in TAAS and other astronomy and science opportunities. Please 
contact me if you have ideas for programs and other activities that would involve 
the young people of our community.

I remain, your humble president…
Judy Stanley 

TAAS General Meeting November 4 at Regener Hall: Becky Ramotowski, Astrophotographer

L e t t e r s
Placitas Star Party 
 
 First and foremost, on behalf of my 
fellow Placitans, I want to offer my 
sincere thanks to those TAAS members who 
turned out on October 14 for 
our eleventh annual Placitas Star Party -- 
you know who you are.  As 
usual, TAAS did itself proud. 
 Unfortunately, I can’t say the same 
for my fellow Placitans. 
 While it’s true that the weather was 
less than perfect, I don’t consider 
that a justification for the poor (to put it 
mildly!) showing by my 
neighbors.  Any star party at which the 
docents outnumber the public has 
got to be regarded as disappointing, to say 
the least.  If a bunch of 
dedicated people can travel twenty-some 
miles to set up telescopes for 
the public, it doesn’t seem too much to 
expect the public to get off 
their butts and go a couple of miles to check 
it out. 
 Consequently, I would like to 
suggest the following ... 
 Either the Placitas Star Party 
should simply be discontinued, or else 
it should be turned into a true Placitas 
event.  If Placitas residents 
Steve Snider, Shannon Mann, and I set up 
our three telescopes, that 
would quite easily handle the kind of 
turnout we saw on October 14. 
 In any case, given our latest 
experience, I would be reluctant in the 
extreme to ask TAAS members to make the 
trip from Albuquerque for a 
community which apparently has so little 
interest. 
 
Barry Gordon

Instant Results-How to Make Astrophotos with Almost Any 
Digital Camera

 If you’ve always wanted to dive into the incredibly 
fun and fascinating world of digital astrophotography but were 
afraid to—now’s your chance.
 Becky Ramotowski will be discussing endless and 
effortless ways to make digital astrophotos that everyone will 
envy!   From simply elegant Full Moon and Milky Way shots 
to more complex photos of the International Space Station or 
Iridium satellite flare events, you will be guided through the 
steps needed to get the results you want with the camera you 
may already have.  Learn the most important features of a 
digital camera before you make the plunge so your photos will 

always look great!
 Bring your digital cameras and be prepared for some 
hands-on training outside after the meeting.
 Becky Ramotowski is the vice president and program 
director of TAAS.  Her digital astrophotos have graced the 
pages of Sky & Telescope and NightSky magazines. Her 
photos have also been published in Introduction to Digital 
Astrophotography by Robert Reeves. Spaceweather.com and 
Space.com have also used her photos with lead stories.  Becky 
has an online blog at http://infinity.my-expressions.com/
 The TAAS General Meeting is held at Regener Hall 
on the Main Campus of UNM.  The meeting is free and open 
to the public.  Start time is 7 p.m.  A social hour follows the 
meeting.  Join Us!

http://infinity.my-expressions.com/
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

The weather did not cooperate, providing total cloud 
cover for our September 23rd observing session. Despite 
the weather conditions, three dedicated people made 
sure that the observatory was ready for use. Dale Murray 
opened the facility, Bill Wallace cleaned the Guest Trailer. 
Bob Hufnagel took a good chunk out of his afternoon to 
drag and smooth Twining Lane. Big thanks to these three 
dedicated individuals who honored their commitments 
and made sure that the observatory was available for use.

By contrast, perfect fall weather helped to make our 
September 30th event a huge success. With 20 telescopes 
in operation and over 55 people, this was one of the 
most successful GNTO events in recent history. The 
multi-faceted event featured a GNTO Open House in the 
afternoon, followed by a Fall Equinox picnic, Training 
sessions, Eye Candy Tours, and a Messier Half Marathon. 
There were ample quantities of great food and plenty of 
shady spots to sit and enjoy the food and good company. 
Dale and Diane did a perfect job cooking burgers and 
hot dogs on the barbecue grill. Thanks to Sy Santos for a 
wonderful job coordinating the potluck food offerings. Sy, 
Judy Stanley, and others pitched in to help clean up after 
the picnic, and these efforts were greatly appreciated.

As evening progressed, Dale Murray held a very well 
attended training session on “Introduction to GNTO and 
the Isengard Telescope.” Then Larry Cash and Karen 
Keese conducted Eye Candy Tours showing a dazzling 
set of celestial objects with the Isengard. This was a great 
opportunity for many people to see some great stuff 
with our premier telescope, and was a perfect follow-
up for Dale’s introductory session, since everyone was 
encouraged to move the scope and participate in locating 
objects. As the evening progressed, some of us took 
advantage of Barry Spletzer’s Messier Half Marathon 
observing list. Barry got together a great list of Messier 

objects that were observable prior to midnight, so people 
had a lot of fun without going too late. 

Steve Welch set up our CCD imaging equipment so folks 
could get familiar with the equipment and the imaging 
process. Thanks to Bill Wallace for spending quite a bit 
of time patching holes to make the Guest Trailer more 
mouse resistant and cleaning up from recent critters. Lots 
of people contributed to make this event such a success, 
and a heartfelt thanks goes out to all of you!

Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, 
Dee Friesen, Dale Murray, Gordon Pegue, Alan Scott, Sy 
Santos, Bill Wallace and Steve Welch attended our GNTO 
committee meeting on September 28. We started with 
a discussion on maintenance and improvement needs, 
and spent some time planning our October 28th GNTO 
Fall Cleanup. Bill reported on progress to control critters 
that find their way into the guest trailer and main dome 
building. We are still looking for a few good eyepieces 
to use on the 16” f4.5 GNTO loaner telescope that Jim 
Lawrence rebuilt. If anyone has any medium grade 
eyepieces or barlows to donate, please let us know. 

We discussed the rough state of Twining Lane, which 
suffered some erosion in rains last month. We will try to 
create some alternate routes around rough or sandy areas, 
so that travel is a bit smoother. We may try to coordinate 
with other landowners to get the road graded more 
often. We are grateful that Bob Hufnagel used our road 
dragger to do a great deal of road maintenance and hope 
he continues in this ongoing process. Perhaps now that 
our monsoon season has eased, we can make progress on 
improving the road.

In an earlier GNTO article, I indicated that several 
developments are in the planning and implementation 
stages near the Belen Municipal Airport. As a result of the 
GNTO Mesa Development Team meeting and subsequent 
e-mail exchanges, a Strategic Plan has been approved 
and letter was sent to LoPresti Aviation about good 
lighting. I was pleased to get an email from Curt LoPresti 
expressing interest in working with us on lighting issues 
at the new aircraft manufacturing plant.

Our remaining event for October is a Fall Cleanup on 
October 28. Your observatory needs your help! We plan 
some easy site cleanup and maintenance, so no skills 
required. This is a perfect chance to give back to your 
observatory, and we are looking forward to a big turnout. 
We plan to get started at 10:00 Saturday morning. Please 

continued on page  4
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D a r k  S k y  ( S I G )
David Penasa

G N T O  N e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

bring rakes and other clean up 
tools, gloves, drinking water, 
sunscreen, hat, munchies, etc. We 
will be there until 5:00 p.m., so 
don’t hesitate to come, even if you 
can only be there for part of the 
time.
 Our next GNTO training 
session is November 11. Sunset 
is at 6:04 p.m on November 11, so 
we will begin our “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard 
Telescope” at 5:30 p.m. This 
introduction covers most of the 
equipment used at GNTO, from 
the Isengard 16” reflector down to 
our 6” and 16” loaner dobsonian 
scopes. If enough people are 
interested, we may offer an 
“Introduction to GNTO Astro 
Computing Resources” later in the 
evening which covers computer 
hardware and astronomy-related 
software available at GNTO. Steve 
Welch plans to have our CCD 
imaging equipment ready in our 
10-foot dome. This will be a great 
chance to learn about the imaging 
process and take some images of 
your own. Mark your calendars 
now for this opportunity to learn 
about your observatory and enjoy 
the relaxed company of fellow 
observers. 
 Our next “New Moon” 
observing opportunity will be 
November 18. With all the great 
equipment, training, and facilities 
at GNTO, you really should plan a 
trip to GNTO soon. Why wait? 
 GNTO committee meetings 
are open to any interested TAAS 
members and this is a great way 
to get more involved with your 
observatory. We need your help. 
Our next scheduled meetings are 
October 26 and November 30. We 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40. If 
you have questions about GNTO, 
please contact me (Peter Eschman, 
gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.

NMHPA Night Sky Program – New Director
The past Director of New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance’s Night Sky 
Program, Lazlo Lazowska, recently resigned.  I will miss her enthusiasm.  A lot 
was accomplished in the past two years.
 
Peter Lipscomb, of Astronomy Adventures, Santa Fe, has taken her place.  
Lazlo had the following to say about Peter:
“For those of you who know Peter, he is an outstanding person, a brilliant 
amateur astronomer and a skilled “star guide.” He owns Astronomy Adventures 
in Santa Fe.  He has done a lot of volunteer work over the years and more 
recently contract work with NM State Parks on their night sky activities and their 
Reach for the Stars Initiative.  Peter and I have worked hand in hand on some 
joint educational outreach activities on night sky preservation.  He’s a dedicated 
husband and father of little Jasper and just an “all around great guy.”  He’s well 
networked around the state of NM and the Southwest  I recommended Peter 
to Gary Wolff (NMHAP Executive Director) as a potential candidate for this 
position, and I have absolutely no doubt that Peter will advance the work of the 
Night Sky Program greatly.”
 
She encourages us to contact Peter and welcome him to this work.  He will have 
an e-mail box at NMHPA, but for now, e-mail peter@astronomyadventures.com 
or call him at the Night Sky office at 989-3696.

2 0 0 6  P l a c i t a s  S t a r  P a r t y  R e p o r t - S h a n n o n  M a n n

 Mostly Cloudy with Occasional Sucker Holes, Fireworks and Lightning!

This year, the skies above Placitas were a little dicey shall we say…

Thanks to TAAS and the Rio Rancho Astronomical Society for their great support 
anyway! The crowd was estimated to have peaked around 25 at any given time and 
those that did come were treated to numerous celestial delights.

TAAS was represented by at least 13 docents that included: John Laning, Steve 
Schneider, Shane and Becky Ramotowski, Sy Santos, Gordon Pegue, Dan Clark, Bob 
Hufnagel, Shannon Mann, Barry Gordon, Barry Spletzer, Larry Cash, and Nancy Davis 
and probably others that I have missed. While the Rio Rancho contingent consisted of at 
least 3 folks…

What was really interesting about this night too was the Balloon Fiesta fireworks going 
off to our south, while at the same time lightning was flashing to our north!! So in all, 
we had some neat things to see in addition to M31, M15, and Albireo.

TAAS also wishes to thank the local Placitans who donated non-stellar time and effort 
toward this event – our own Barry Gordon, Peter Hurley of Las Placitas Association, 
and Elaine Sullivan and the McAllister Family of the Merc Shopping Center (our hosts). 
Elaine, thanks for the free food!

See you all here next year!
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the 
December 2006 issue of the Sidereal Times 
will be Friday, November 17.  Please submit 
text as an attachment, preferably in Microsoft 
Word. The e-mail address for the newsletter 
editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( S e p t e m b e r 

2 0 0 6 )
Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 242 244 -2
Family 103 106 -3
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 356 361 -5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 397 402 -5  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
General: Melissa Kirk, Matthew Stafford,  
Ryan Luetkemeyer

Educational: Melissa Kirk, Sarah Wood

GNTO: Melissa Kirk

 Dark Sky: Marilyn Childs, Melissa Kirk, 
Richard Lindenmuth

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

RICHARD & CAROL LINDENMUTH 
MATTHEW STAFFORD

HENRY WESTRICH
KEENAN WINTERS

ERWIN ZUEHLS

Pete and Shannon at the 
Fall Equinox Picnic, see p. 3

Photo: Gordon Pegue
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E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h    Shannon Mann 

Inez Elementary School Star Party, Tuesday November 28, 2006
 
This would be Inez’s first School Star Party in AGES (if ever), so let’s bring out the 
scopes! I will also be looking for help with the comet making, spectral analysis and 
other demonstrations. The event will run from 6—8 p.m. so plan on arriving as close to 
5:30 as possible for setup and food. Look for the TAAS orange cone for entry into the 
school.
 
BIG THANKS TO BARNEY FULLER OF TAAS FOR GETTING US THIS 
SCHOOL!!! The school is located at 1700 Pennsylvania Street NE (just to the east of 
Winrock Center) -- see below.
 
Shannon Mann
Education Outreach Coordinator, education_coord@taas.org

 Event Map: http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1700+Pennsylvania+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87110&ie=UTF8&z=15
&ll=35.101618,-106.559572&spn=0.015413,0.039096&om=1&iwloc=A

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 6

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1700+Pennsylvania+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87110&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.101618,-106.559572&spn=0.015413,0.039096&om=1&iwloc=A
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1700+Pennsylvania+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87110&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.101618,-106.559572&spn=0.015413,0.039096&om=1&iwloc=A
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Saturday, November 4, 2006
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Instant Results--How to Make Astrophotos
 with Almost Any Digital Camera

Becky Ramotowski, Astrophotographer
VP and Program Director, TAAS

TAAS General Meeting

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Gordon  Pegue

continued on following page

October 5, 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Judy Stanley (President), Becky Ramotowski 
(Vice president), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Gordon Pegue 
(Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Dick Fate, 
Dee Friesen, Tom Graham, Shannon Mann, Shane Ramotowski, 
Sy Santos and Steve Welch.

Meeting called to order at 6:58 pm.

Corrections to the September Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
a.  Judy reported on a note she had received from Karen 

Keese.  In the note, Karen advised the Board that she 
would be stepping down as Public Relations Officer for 
TAAS at the end of the current administration.

b.  Judy reported that she had recently found out that all 
state employees cannot access our Web site.  The Web 
site access issue is due to the recent implementation 
of Web filtering on all State of NM network resources.  
Suggestions provided to Judy included 1) contacting 
our Webmaster and having him remove the “hobbies” 
metatag from our pages, 2) sending our Webmaster a 
screen dump image of the offending error message from 
her work PC and 3) attempt to get the State to white-list 
taas.org.

c.  Larry reported on a letter he received from Lorraine 
West of the American Cancer Society requesting TAAS 
telescope docent participation in a star party to be held 
at the Tamaya Resort Hotel on Friday, November 3rd 
beginning at 9:30pm.  Judy volunteered to be the event 
owner with Larry acting as the event point-of-contact.

d.  Shannon reported on a call he received from Annie 
Cordoba of Pajarito Elementary School requesting TAAS 
science fair judge assistance for an upcoming science 
fair to be held on Tuesday, November 14th at the school.  
Information on this (and other events noted herein) will 
be published on the TAAS List Serve.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances (as of the end of September):

General Fund:  $  6,123.75
GNTO Fund:  $  6,102.48
Education Fund: $  3,574.77
Dark Sky Fund:  $     774.31
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund: $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $20,085.49  

(Decrease of $73.68)

Total membership count (all categories): 397 
(Decrease of 5)

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, September 9th General Meeting at 

Regener Hall featured an interesting and informative 
presentation on the light transmission characteristics of 
various eyepiece types and brands by David Hall and 
John Duchek.

b.  Our fifth and final Oak Flat Star Party of the season on 
Saturday, September 16th was a smashing success 
with over 175 folks treated to views of various deep sky 
objects by the assembled TAAS telescope docents.

c.  The Saturday, September 23rd GNTO observing session 
was clouded out.

d.  Our second school star party of the new school year 
was held at Griegos Elementary on the evening of 
Tuesday, September 26th.  Some 220 children, parents 
& teachers were treated to views of the night skies and 
other activities by the 11 TAAS docents in attendance.

e.  The Saturday, September 30th GNTO observing session 
was delightfully clear with 20 scopes in use by some 55 
folks.  Other great activities at this event included an 
open house, a tasty pot-luck picnic, training activities and 
an “eye candy” tour utilizing the Isengard Telescope.

Calendar & Event Prospect
a.  Please refer to the full TAAS Calendar of Events, 

elsewhere in this issue of the Sidereal Times, for the 
complete event schedule.

b.  Event highlights include:
1.  The 2006 edition of the Placitas Star Party is 

scheduled for Saturday, October 14th.  Contact 
the event owner, Shannon Mann, for more 
information.

2.  The Saturday, October 21st GNTO observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.

3.  Our third school star party of the new school year is 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 24th at Matheson 
Elementary.

4.  The Edgewood Star Party, to be held at the Wildlife 
West Park in Edgewood, is scheduled for Friday, 
October 27th.  For more information, contact 
Shane Ramotowski.

5.  A special “Fall Cleanup” event at GNTO is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 28th.  The Board encourages 
all members to participate in this activity.  For more 
information, contact Pete Eschman.

6.  The Saturday, November 4th General Meeting at 
Regener Hall will feature a presentation on simple 
astrophotography with digital cameras by our own 
Becky Ramotowski.

7.  Special activities downtown near the museums 
are being planned for the upcoming transit of 
Mercury on Wednesday, November 8th.  For more 
information, contact Dee Friesen.

8.  The Saturday, November 11th GNTO observing 
session will feature training activities.

9.  The Saturday, November 18th GNTO observing 
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Board Minutes, continued

session will be a “new moon” event.
10.  Our third school star party of the season is 

scheduled for Tuesday, November 28th at a school 
that is yet to be determined.  For more information, 
contact Shannon Mann.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurer’s Report provided 

by Dan: 242 full, 103 family, 11 educator, 7 honorary 
and 34 complementary members comprise the total 
membership of TAAS.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.

c.  Education:  Shannon and Judy reported that updates to 
our Web page involving our Education Outreach activities 
were recently completed by our Webmaster, Alan Scott.  
See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in this 
issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.

d.  Grants and Other Income:  Judy and Shannon noted 
that they have requested assistance from Barry Spletzer 
in the preparation of a grant request for the purchase of 
a second Starlab portable planetarium.

e.  Special Projects:  Dan reported on a conversation he 
had recently had with Steve Snyder in which Steve noted 
that a new TAAS member was interested in purchasing 
some of our large Pyrex mirror blanks.  As a mirror 
blank purchase and disbursement protocol has yet to 
be developed, this item was tabled pending further 
research.

f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):
1.  Messier 2005:  Dee noted that 1) SIG activities have 

resumed at his home with the recent conclusion of 
our Oak Flat star party series, 2) Neil Goldberg 
has recently completed his observations of all 110 
Messier objects and 3) he would head up the SIG 
for one more year.

2.  ATM:  No report.
3.  Dark Sky:  No report.

Old Business
a.  Dee reported that detailed planning for the Astronomy 

Day activities is continuing.  He also noted that the 
planning group has renamed the event “Cosmic 
Carnival.” Dee queried the Board about the possibility of 
using our organization as a “donations manager.”  After 
a discussion involving the pros and cons of this idea, 
Dee was encouraged to 1) contact our attorney for her 
opinion and 2) advise the planning group that, as TAAS 
is a volunteer-based nonprofit organization, it may 
be more prudent for another organization to manage 
financial transactions for the event.

b.  Discussion concerning George Pellegrino’s new award 
resolution request was tabled until the next Board 
meeting.

c.  Judy noted that Bruce Levin has joined the Nomination 
Committee and that she, Beverly Firth, and Bruce will 
meet soon to discuss committee business.

d.  Pete reported on behalf of the GNTO Mesa Development 

Team that Curt LoPresti had recently responded favorably 
to the letter which was sent regarding proper lighting 
design at the LoPresti facility.  Mr. LoPresti indicated in 
his letter that he would be directing his design team to 
allow our input during the design process.  Pete indicated 
that he would respond back to Mr. LoPresti.

New Business
a.  Shannon reported on a request he received from 

some folks representing Diamond Trail Ranch, a new 
subdivision near Placitas, for assistance in hosting a 
public star party at their facilities.  Shannon noted that 
he would contact the organizers and determine if this 
would be a good opportunity for our organization to gain 
a little more public exposure.

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.

Barry and scope

Dan and Pearl

Scenes from the Fall Equinox Picnic, see p. 3
Photos: Gordon Pegue
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A d v e r t i s e r s

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  If 
your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea 
of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is investigating the 
interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the 
GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@
comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 

Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 

296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost 
sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

Micky and Judy at the Fall Equinox Picnic, see p. 3
Photo: Gordon Pegue
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2 0 0 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
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president@taas.org
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269-4833 (H)

Becky Ramotowski
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vp@taas.org
Becky@taas.org
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Dan Clark
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treasurer@taas.org
Dan@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
Pete@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Dee Friesen
Director 

Dee@taas.org
856-1593 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Larry@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Shane Ramotowski
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Shane@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Shannon Mann
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
Shanon@taas.org

771-0126 (H)

Ray Collins
Director

Ray@taas.org
344-9686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

Richard@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Tom Graham
Director

Tom@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Sy Santos
Director

Sy@taas.org
269-3461 (H)

Steve Welch
Director

Steve@taas.org
866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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