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T A A S  A w a r d s ,  2 0 0 5

Although expressing our gratitude 
is one of the main reasons for the 
existence of the TAAS awards, it is 
not the only one. If the expression 
of gratitude were the sole intention 
of giving these awards, they would 
eventually become as mundane as 
giving a loved one a toaster for his or 
her birthday.
When the John Dobson, William 
Isengard and Service Awards were 
established, it was with the intention 
of creating more than the expression of 
gratitude. In their giving, the intention 
was to create something much greater 
than the awards themselves. 
Living ones life as a contribution 
within a community is an ideal 
worthy of recognition. The example of 
selfless giving is an ideal that deserves 
to be held high for all to see. Within 
the world of TAAS, public education 
through astronomy and contributing 
selflessly to the ongoing evolution of 
TAAS toward excellence should be 
recognized.
It is and always should be the 
intended purpose of these awards to 
include, by their giving, the creation 
of examples for the membership and 
the community of how to be; that is, 
the recipients of these awards already 
exist in our world as living examples 
of what is possible. In short, the TAAS 
awards should be given for who a 
person is being rather than how much 
they have done.
By finding suitable recipients for these 
awards with this greater purpose in 
mind, the Awards Committee is in 
the unique position to define itself as 
an influential force coming to bear on 
the very future of TAAS. It is by the 
diligence and scrutiny of the Awards 

Committee that these living examples 
are identified to illuminate the path 
for those who follow.
On December 17th, 2005, the Awards 
Committee presented its findings 
to the membership. The chair of 
the committee began the awards 
ceremony at our annual Winter 
Solstice Banquet by acknowledging 
the members of the committee. Larry 
Cash was acknowledged for his 
tireless effort to complete last minute 
tasks of which there were many. Also 
acknowledged for their efforts in 
creating the Awards Committee were 
Linda Hixon and Nancy Davis.
The chair of the committee, George 
Pellegrino, introduced the awards 
and they were presented by Larry 
Cash. The recipients of the established 
awards included: Barry Spletzer, Bob 
Hufnagel and Dee Friesen as recipients 
of the Service Award and Dan Richey, 
the recipient of the Isengard Award.
Certificates of achievement for 
observing were presented by Linda 
Hixon. The recipients included Dee 
Friesen (Messier list), Jewel Karpel 
(Messier list) and Larry Cash (Herschel 
400).
After the awards and certificates 
were presented, George once again 
took the floor. As he held a chunk 
of wood in his hands he told a story 
of how a handful of members sat 
around one late afternoon at the Texas 
Star Party in 1986. They shared their 
thoughts about how the dream of an 
observatory might someday come into 
being and how that might look.
As the dream became more and more 
detailed, someone remarked that it 
all sounded too complicated. Another 
replied “With a facility as elaborate as 
that, we’ll never find someone who’ll 
be able to run it!”

As he continued, George told of a night 
in July, 1991 following the setting of 
the main beams for the second floor 
and the completion of the second floor 
decking. He recounted how he and 
the rest of the crew that worked on 
the observatory that day sat around 
a camp fire made of the wood scraps 
from the days work.
Just as one of the cutoff pieces of a 
main floor beam was about to be 
added to the fire, an idea popped into 
George’s head. Exclaiming that he 
had an idea for that chunk of wood, 
he asked if he could have it. No one 
protested.
The idea, George said, was to hold 
onto that chunk of wood until 
someone came along who could fill 
the shoes of observatory director on 
a scale once just a dream shared on a 
sweltering hot evening in Fort Davis, 
Texas. “Such a person has arrived”, he 
said.
He reached into a bag set on the 
table behind him and began to read 
the words engraved on a brass plate 
affixed to a finished piece of wood 
cut from that rough chunk; “With 
appreciation for his extraordinary 
service to the members of TAAS, this 
‘Heart of the Observatory’ award 
is presented to Peter N. Eschman, 
December 17, 2005”.
In the community of TAAS, Pete 
Eschman is the embodiment of the 
highest ideal of sustained, selfless 
contribution. Although his history 
with us is filled with his “doing”, Pete’s 
highest contribution is in being an 
example worthy of our recognition.
Congratulations to all the recipients of 
awards and certificates of achievement 
this year. We, the members of TAAS, 
are grateful to have you among us. 
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P r e s i d e n t ’s  
M e s s a g e

Dale Murray

The time has come for me 
to write my last “President’s 
Message”.  As everyone probably 
knows, soon I will no longer be 
the president of TAAS. So right 
now I am counting “lasts.” A 
couple of weeks ago I presided 
over my last Board of Directors 
meeting as president. Soon I will 
act as the emcee for the general 
meeting for the last time. All in 
all I am going through a bunch 
of  “lasts.” But you know what 
the cool thing about “lasts” is? 
They make room for a bunch of 
“firsts.” TAAS will soon have 
a new president and that will 
usher in a host of “firsts.”  But 
those will have to be discussed 
by the next president.
With all the “lasts,” it sounds 
like TAAS has seen the last of 
me. That will not be the case. I 
have every intention of staying 
very active in TAAS. I will 
remain the Loaner Scope curator 
and will remain on the GNTO 
committee and have taken on 
the additional role of the GNTO 
event coordinator. I still plan to be 
the occasional host for Oak Flat 
and school star parties. Oh yeah, 
I frequently attend the amateur 
telescope makers workshop and 
go to UNM nearly every Friday 
night. So I guess I plan to be 
around for a while.
These last two years have been 
challenging, exciting, sometimes 
frustrating and frequently 
uplifting. It has been an honor 
to be the president of this fine 
organization and I want to 
thank everyone for allowing me 
to serve. So soon I will take my 
place in the ex-president’s club 
but I invite everyone to join me 
in being active in TAAS and put 
our support behind our next 
president.

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 6  S I G Dee Friesen

The tradition continues in 2006.  The 
TAAS Messier SIG (Special Interest 
Group) will once again attempt to 
observe all 110 of the Messier objects 
during the 2006 calendar year.  We 
invite everyone that is interested to join 
us as together we learn the night sky.  
As we observe the Messier Objects, 
we also learn the constellations, many 
prominent stars and of course each 
other. 

It is now time to start the great 2006 
adventure to identify all of the Messier 
objects.  The group will meet once 
or twice a month and together locate 
and identify the Messier objects for 
the month.  The first two meetings in 
January will be Tuesday 24 January and 
Wednesday 25 January 2006.   Setup 
will begin anytime after 1630 (4:30 pm) 
and observing will continue as long a 
people desire.

The SIG will again have two viewing 
sessions a month at Dee Friesen’s 
house.  Dee lives in Sandia Heights, 
the area near the base of the tram.  
This neighbor has no streetlights and 
is a good “town spot” to view.  The SIG 
will initially meet on a Tuesday and 
Wednesday night each month during 
dark moon times.  A complete viewing 
schedule for the 2006-year is available 
at www.TAAS.org.
 
We are planning to make a few 
changes to our procedures that will 
make it easier for everyone to observe 
all of the Messier Objects.  Because the 
viewing conditions at Dee’s house are 
best from the zenith north and south to 
the eastern horizon, we will schedule 
our observing to “catch” the Messiers 
as they appear in that part of the sky.  
Also, during the long summer days, 
we will meet on weekends at both the 
Oak Flat Picnic Grounds and GNTO 
to obtain the best viewing conditions.  
Finally, we plan to make more use of 
the GNTO facilities to include the 16-
inch Dob loaner scope and the Isengard 
telescope.

It is not necessary to own a telescope 
to participate in the SIG.  There will 
always be present at least one TAAS 
loaner telescope for the use of the 

SIG participants.  We also plan to 
make more use of binoculars in our 
observing.  In addition, there will also 
be friendly and experienced TAAS 
observers present to assist us with 
our observing.  It will be fun.

SIG participants will each month 
receive a list of the Messier Objects 
to be observed that month and will 
receive star charts that can be studied 
in advance to prepare the observer 
for the SIG viewing night.

This is a terrific program for beginners 
or for people who have not observed 
in a while.  No prior experience is 
required, only a desire to learn and 
to have fun.  If you miss one month’s 
sessions, it is totally possible to “catch 
up” the next month.  You can also do 
the observing from your home or any 
other location.  You do not need to 
attend the SIG sessions to participate 
and receive the free information and 
star charts.  In 2005 there were several 
TAAS members living on the east side 
of the mountains who participated 
by observing in their locations, but 
kept us informed of their progress by 
email and telephone.

So, make 2006 the year that you 
observe all 110 Messier Objects, learn 
the night sky and have a lot of fun. If 
you have any questions or suggestions 
call or email Dee Friesen at 856-1593 
or friesend@comcast.net.

Clear skies!

M 31
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G N TO  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Our “new moon” observing 
event on December 3 went 
well.  We had good weather, 
but a rather light turnout with 
3 telescopes in operation and 
10 people in attendance.  Given 
the sky conditions, I was a little 
surprised that more people did 
not show up for our only event 
of the month, but there may have 
been some conflicting events that 
contributed to a modest turn out.  
Sy Santos had first light for her 
new 10” Orion Intelliscope, and 
Dan Clark was able to help Sy get 
everything setup, since Dan has 
his own Intelliscope.

Our most recent GNTO committee 
meeting took place December 8 
with Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, 
Dee Friesen, Dale Murray, Gordon 
Pegue, Shane Ramotowski, Alan 
Scott, Bill Wallace and Steve Welch 
attending at JB’s Restaurant on 
Eubank just north of I-40.  Major 
meeting topics included planning 
for upcoming events, a continuing 
discussion about splitting up the 
GNTO work load, and a discussion 
of implementing wireless Internet 
access at GNTO.  

I outlined the general design of 
our new operations plan in the 
last newsletter.  Bill is heading 
up the Buildings and Grounds 
task group, and Dale will lead 
the Events task group when his 
presidential duties are done.  Pete 
and Steve will split the duties 
related to the Operations task 
group.  We plan to rotate people 
between task groups so that the 
knowledge and skills are more 
widely shared.  If you want to help 
with any of these task groups, 
please let me or another GNTO 
committee member know.

We reviewed the proposed GNTO 
events calendar from May 2006 
to April 2007.  Thanks to Dale, 

Dee, and Gordon for preparing 
the calendar draft.  Once we 
have ironed out a few details, the 
calendar will be presented to the 
Board of Directors for approval.

I announced that Bogart 
Engineering donated equipment 
to better monitor the status of our 
batteries and charging system.  
Thanks to Ralph Hiesey of Bogart 
Engineering for his generous 
donation, valued in excess of 
$500.  The new equipment consists 
of a PentaMetric gauge to log a 
variety of data points, a serial 
interface to configure the gauge 
and download data logs, and a 
temperature probe to record the 
temperature of the battery bank.  
The PentaMetric gauge will replace 
our existing TriMetric gauge.  The 
new equipment can accurately 
track the charge and discharge 
cycle of the system, allowing us 
to make more efficient use of our 
limited power.

Since the committee meeting, the 
upper end of Twining Lane has 
been graded by Valencia County, 
and Bob Hufnagel is making good 
progress on rebuilding our road 
dragger, thanks to a donation of 
parts from Elaine Kroska.  We 
are in the process of replacing 
the dragger’s wood frame with 
metal channel and a revised tow 
bar.  This progress on the road is 
thanks to Larry Cash, Carl Frisch, 
Bob Hufnagel and Karen Keese 
who are members of a working 
group to improve the condition of 
Twining Lane.  

Pete Eschman, Alan Scott and 
Steve Welch have had their first 
meeting focused on updating the 
GNTO operations manual, which 
is now several years out of date.  
We divided the manual into three 
work areas, so that each person 
can pull together their own set of 

revisions.

Our events for January include an 
observing event combined with 
our Introduction to GNTO and 
the Isengard Session on January 
21 and a “new moon” observing 
session the following Saturday on 
January 28.  

Sunset is at 5:24 P.M on January 21, 
so we will begin the Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard 
Telescope session around 5:00 P.M.  
This introduction covers most of 
the equipment used at GNTO, 
from the Isengard 16” reflector 
down to our 6” and 16” loaner 
dobsonian scopes.  If enough 
people are interested, we may 
offer an Introduction to GNTO 
Astro Computing Resources 
later in the evening.  This second 
introductory session covers 
GNTO’s computer hardware and 
astronomy-related software.  If 
conditions permit, we may offer 
a CCD Imaging demonstration as 
part of our efforts to revive our 
CCD imaging program. 

You really should plan a trip to 
GNTO soon.  The comfortable, 
heated Ortega Building is available 
for socializing and our Guest 
Trailer is available for coffee, hot 
chocolate and any snacks you 
might want to share.  With all the 
great equipment and facilities at 
GNTO, what are you waiting for?  

GNTO committee meetings are 
open to any interested TAAS 
members and this is a great way 
to get more involved with your 
observatory.  We need your help.  
Our next scheduled meeting is 
February 2.  We meet at 6:30 P.M. 
at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just 
north of I-40.  If you have questions 
about access and availability of 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter 
Eschman, gnto@taas.org, home 
phone: 873-1517). 
I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory. 
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✶
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     1 2 3 4
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

5 6
UNM

                     12:58

7

8 9 10 11 12 13
UNM

14
TAAS General Meeting

                03:51

15 16 17 18
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

19
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

20
UNM

21
GNTO Training

22

                 09:15

23 24 25 26 27
UNM
Feb Sidereal Times Deadline

28
GNTO NM

29

                08:16

30 31
Zuni Elementary

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

SunRise & SunSet
Jan 1, 2006     08:27/17:41
Jan 15, 2006   08:25/17:56
Jan  31, 2006  08:13/18:15

Planet Rise & Set for January 15, 2006
 Mercury 08:09/17:13 Saturn 18:53/09:15
 Venus 07:54/17:56 Uranus 10:34/21:35  
 Mars 13:02/03:18 Neptune 09:31/19:37
 Jupiter 03:08/13:21 Pluto 05:57/16:06 

Full

Takahashi E-160 Astrograph at F/3.3.  The Pac Man and Flaming Star are  Ha, L, and RGB 
images of more than 6 hours. M-33 is an RGB series only.   

R.J. Ritt
Tierra Mesa Observatory

M-33NGC-281 “Pac Man” IC 405 “Flaming Star”
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.
P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

1
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

2
GNTO Committee Meeting 
7 P.M.

3
UNM

4

5

                00:30

6 7 8 9
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

10
UNM

11
TAAS General Meeting

12

               22:46

13 14 15
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

16 17
UNM

18

19 20 21

                 01:18

22 23 24
UNM
Mar Sidereal Times Deadline

25
GNTO NM

26 27 28

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A T M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
General Meeting

Saturday, January 14th, 2006
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Speaker

Reg. R. Wilson, FIES

Topic

Quality Outdoor Lighting  
Dark Sky Issues

Last Qtr

First Qtr

SunRise & SunSet
Feb 1, 2006     08:12/18:16
Feb 15, 2006   07:56/18:34
Feb  28, 2006  07:37/18:50

Full

✶

Planet Rise & Set for February 15, 2006
 Mercury 08:37/19:48 Saturn 16:38/07:06
 Venus 05:35/15:39 Uranus 08:36/19:41  
 Mars 11:40/02:26 Neptune 07:33/17:41  
 Jupiter 01:17/11:24 Pluto 03:59/14:08 
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TA A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add 
minutes, then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Ray Collins at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e

Please note that the deadline for the 
February  2006 issue of the Sidereal Times 
will be Friday, January 27th.  The e-mail 
address for the newsletter editor is 
editor@taas.org.

U N M  R e p o r t
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 221 204 17
Family 78 74 4
Educational 8 8 0
Total Paid 307 286 21
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 33 33 0
Total Members 347 326 21  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

General: Kurt Sandquist, Alison 
Schuler

GNTO: Alison Schuler, Daniel 
Zirzow,  Elaine Kroska

Dark Sky: Alison Schuler

Education: Elaine Kroska

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S  M e m b e r s

Thomas Brownell

Brock Parker

Kurt Sandquist

John Ward

Daniel Zirzow

N o t e  f r o m  T r e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership 
and/or magazine subscriptions,  
contact the Treasurer, Dan Clark at 
treasurer@taas.org.

No Report this month.
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D a r k  S k y  ( S I G ) David Penasa

Q U A L I T Y  O U T D O O R  L I G H T I N G  -  D A R K  S K Y  I S S U E S

Reg. R. Wilson, FIES
Lighting Analysis & Design - Independent Lighting 
Consultants
International Dark-Sky Association - Asia Pacific 
Region,
Sydney Australia

Outdoor lighting has a significant impact on 
the overall nighttime environment. Apart from 
decorative or advertising, it impacts the safety and 
security of outdoor areas and demands careful 
attention to design and installation. Additionally 
a number of other factors have to be considered 
not the least of which are light pollution and light 
trespass.

The issues relating to Dark Skies go well beyond 
“turning out the lights so that the astronomers 
can see the stars better”. This opinion is often 
expressed by many associated in the lighting 
decision making process as well as by the public 
at large. The mission statement of the International 
Dark Sky Association (IDA) neatly summarizes 
the main issue - “To preserve and protect the 
nighttime environment and our heritage of dark 
skies, through quality outdoor lighting”

Unfortunately the attitude of “The More Light 
the Better” coupled with lack of understanding of 
photometric performance of luminaries is far too 
common when it comes to designing good outdoor 
lighting. It is now being
appreciated that it is the quality of the lighting, 
not necessarily the quantity, which makes for 
successful installations.  Using lighting that creates 
little or no glare enhances visibility; provides an 
effective, safe and secure environment as well as 
saving energy and reducing light
pollution.  As the average age of populations 
in most countries is increasing the necessity of 
paying attention to reducing glare is necessary to 
improve the safety and comfort of senior citizens 
especially in the public lighting arena.

As the lighting industry and associated 
professions hold the key to achieving this target 
it is important to understand that the subject 
goes far beyond just “seeing the stars”.  This talk 
comprises a brief discussion of some of the more 
influential areas which need careful consideration 
by all sectors involved in the decision making 

process whenever an exterior lighting application 
is being contemplated. This includes designers 
and specifiers, sales and manufacturing interests 
as well as the principals of the project

The January 14th TAAS General Meeting lecture 
will describe what constitutes good outdoor 
lighting and effective design processes

Reg Wilson has been involved in the lighting 
industry for over 30 years and is a Fellow of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society of Australia 
and New Zealand, a Member Emeritus of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society of North 
America and is an associate member of the 
International Association of Lighting Designers.  
He is a member of IESNA committee - Outdoor 
Environmental Lighting.  He is an advisory 
member on International Lighting Committee CIE 
TC4.21 “Interference by Light on Astronomical 
Observations”. In Australia he is a member of 
two Standards Committees, Road Lighting and 
Controlling the Obtrusive Effects of Exterior 
Lighting.

His main professional interest has been in 
the exterior lighting field and during his 
employment with a major multinational lighting 
organization was responsible for this market 
sector in Australia.   In 1988 he opened his own 
consultancy office specializing in outdoor lighting 
where environmental concerns are paramount. 
His clients include a number of major Councils 
including that of the City of Sydney and is lighting 
consultant to the Australian National University, 
the Anglo Australian Observatory and is honorary 
lighting consultant to the Astronomical Society of 
Australia.

He has been a supporter of the International Dark-
Sky Association for over 7 years and is now into his 
second term as a Member of the Board of Directors. 
His responsibilities include the management of the 
Asia / Pacific office based in Sydney, Australia.

Reg has been invited to speak at many International 
Conferences and during 2005 lectured at the 
National University of Singapore, Worldbex 
Seminars - Manila, Philippines,  RightLight 6 
Conference - Shanghai, the 2nd International 
Healthy Cities Conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Lux 
Pacifica - Cairns Australia and  the 9th International 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
Conference  - Brisbane, Australia.  He also lectures 
at major National Conferences in Australia.
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Gordon  Pegue

December 15th 2005
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present:  Dale Murray (President), Dan Clark 
(Treasurer), Gordon Pegue (Secretary), Pete Eschman, Dee 
Friesen, Bob Hufnagel and Shannon Mann.  Barry Gordon was 
in attendance as an observer.

Directors absent:  Becky Ramotowski (Vice President), David 
Blair, Larry Cash, Ray Collins and Shane Ramotowski.

Meeting called to order at 7:07 P.M.

Corrections to the November Minutes
None to report.

Treasurers Report
Account balances (as of the end of November):
General Fund:  $  6,508.70
GNTO Fund:  $  8,387.20
Education Fund: $  3,969.71
Dark Sky Fund:  $     580.21
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund: $         0.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $22,756.00

Total membership count (all categories): 347

Correspondence
None to report.

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, November 12th General Meeting at Regener 
Hall featured a presentation by Rich Kestner.  Mr. Kestner’s 
presentation was an exposition on the New Mexico Space Port.
b.  The Saturday, November 26th GNTO observing session was 
“weathered out”.
c.  The Saturday, December 3rd GNTO observing session was 
lightly attended.
d.  The school star party scheduled for Tuesday, December 6th 
at Double Eagle Elementary School was successful - and cold 
- with some 100 kids and parents participating in the various 
activities that were provided by the TAAS docents.

Event Prospect
a.  The annual TAAS Holiday banquet is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 17th.  The location for this year’s event is the Cooperage 
Restaurant, located at 7220 Lomas Blvd. NE.
b.  The Saturday, January 14th General Meeting will feature a 
presentation by Reg Wilson, a resident of Australia who will be 
speaking about light pollution, light fixtures and environmentally 
sound lighting design.  This meeting is also our annual election 
meeting and all members are encouraged to attend.
c.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of 
Directors will take place on Thursday, January 19th at the Physics 

and Astronomy Building on the campus of UNM.
d.  The Saturday, January 21st GNTO observing session will 
feature training activities.
e.  The Saturday, January 28th GNTO observing session will be 
a “new moon” event.
f.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, January 31st at 
Zuni Elementary School.
g.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO Committee 
will take place on Thursday, February 2nd.
h.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of 
Directors will take place on Thursday, February 9th at the 
Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of UNM.
i.  The Saturday, February 11th General Meeting at Regener Hall 
will feature a presentation by an as-yet undetermined speaker.
j.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, February 21st at 
Chaparral Elementary School.
k.  The Saturday, February 25th GNTO observing session will be 
a “new moon” event.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report provided 
by Dan: 221 full, 78 family, 8 educator, 7 honorary and 33 
complementary members comprise the total membership of 
TAAS.
b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.
c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in 
this issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  Pete noted during his GNTO 
report that he has received a donation of a Pentametric unit, 
a more robust and full-featured battery and charging system 
monitor for our photovoltaic system at GNTO.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):
1.  Messier 2005:  Dee reported that he hosted 2 SIG sessions in 
November.  Refer to his SIG report elsewhere in this issue of the 
newsletter.
2.  ATM:  No report.
3.  Dark Sky:  Pete reported on behalf of David Penasa that the 
usage and checkout documents for the Sky Quality Meter are 
now linked into our web page.
Dale also spoke about forming a new SIG, intended for absolute 
beginners.  He noted that those who participate may learn about 
such things as how to chose a telescope or binoculars, how to 
use star charts to find objects etc.  More to follow.

Old Business
a.  The primary focus of the Old Business portion of the meeting 
was dealing with the Action Items delineated during the TAAS 
Board of Directors Retreat meeting back in January.  Gordon 
presented five (5) groups of Action Item issues for resolution:
1.  Bylaws Actions:
i.  Should Article IX of the Bylaws be amended to include a more 
formal definition of the various types of Committees?
ii.  Should Article VII of the Bylaws be amended to include a 
more formal definition and characterization of the various 
Appointed Staff positions?
Discussion of these two items centered around the idea that we, 
as an organization, do not want to unnecessarily complicate the 
Bylaws and potentially hamstring future administrations.  After 
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Gordon read the text of the two Bylaws articles to the Directors 
present, the consensus was that both articles are concise and 
sufficient and that modifications are not required.
2.  Resolution Actions:
i.  Elimination of “Scout Troop 110 SIG”
It was noted by Gordon that all activity in this SIG has ceased.  
He also noted that the SIG has therefore served its purpose and 
is no longer necessary.  Shannon motioned to eliminate the SIG, 
Bob seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
3.  Standing Committee Elimination Actions:
i.  Eliminate the “Program Committee”
ii.  Eliminate the “Protocol Committee”
Gordon read the committee description for each of these 
committees from the Compendium and after a discussion on 
staffing and the merits and pitfalls of eliminating these two 
committees, the consensus of the Board was to retain them.
4.  Appointed Positions Actions:
i.  Should a new “Email Updates Manager” position be created?
Pete noted that the responsibilities required of this potential 
position fit into the responsibilities of the “Event Coordinator” 
position and that as a result, creation of the new position is not 
required.  Pete also noted that our current Event Coordinator 
has already assumed these responsibilities.  After a brief 
discussion, the consensus of the Board was that a new position 
is not required.  Pete then motioned to formally merge the 
new position responsibilities into the Event Coordinator 
responsibilities description.  Gordon seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously.
ii.  Should a new “List Serve Manager” position be created?
Pete noted that since the TAAS list serve is hosted on UNM’s list 
serve processor, a UNM employee is required to be the owner 
of record.  Pete further noted that with this proviso understood, 
there is nothing preventing another TAAS member from 
managing it.  Dee motioned to create the new position, Shannon 
seconded and after a brief discussion on possible staffing 
scenarios, the motion passed unanimously.
iii.  Does the “Event Coordinator” position description require 
clarification?
iv.  Does the “Event Owner” position description require 
clarification?
v.  Does the “Public Relations” position description require 
clarification?
vi.  Does the “UNM Observatory Coordinator” position 
description require clarification?
Gordon read the position descriptions for each of these four 
positions from the Compendium and suggested that no 
clarifications were required.  After a brief discussion, the 
consensus of the Board was that no action was required.
5.  Appointed Position Elimination / Merge Actions:
i.  Should the “Database Manager” responsibilities be merged 
into the “Treasurer” position and the “Database Manager” 
position be eliminated?
Dan noted that he has already assumed the responsibilities 
of Database Manager.  He also noted that because of the very 
nature of the Treasurers total responsibilities, it makes no 
sense to split these responsibilities between two members.  
Dan then motioned to formally merge the Database Manager 
responsibilities into the Treasurers position definition and 
eliminate the Database Manager position.  Pete seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously.

Gordon noted that with this final action, the Retreat Action 
Items list was complete and thanked the assembled Directors 
for their patience.  He also noted that he would expedite all 
necessary document updates as well as submitting to the State 
Corporation Committee the modifications made to TAAS Bylaw 
Article IX.  He further suggested that upon Board review of the 
completed documents, we may wish to formally recognize the 
TAAS Compendium as an official TAAS document.
Other Old Business
a.  Discussion of the open TAAS positions:
1.  The Newsletter Editor position:  Bob noted that Dan Richey 
is interviewing two potential volunteers for the Newsletter 
Editor position.  Pete suggested that as part of our corporate 
responsibilities and as an enticement to potential candidates, 
we should make available to any TAAS Newsletter Editor the 
desktop publishing software required to produce the newsletter.  
Gordon motioned that funds not-to-exceed $500 be allocated 
from the General Fund to purchase a single license of Adobe 
Creative Suite for the corporation.  Dee seconded and after a 
brief discussion, the motion carried unanimously.
2.  The Librarian position:  After a brief discussion on the 
quantity and space requirements of our library materials, Bob 
Hufnagel volunteered to be the TAAS Librarian.  Bob indicated 
that he will make arrangements to pick up the materials from 
out-going Librarian Dawn Gray.
3.  The UNM Coordinator position:  Dale noted that he needs 
to contact the potential volunteer for this position, Steve “Doc” 
Kemp, and coordinate the position requirements with him 
before we can put this item to rest.
b.  Dale reported that in his capacity as Telescope Curator, he 
has identified a number of equipment items that serve no useful 
purpose to the telescope loaner program and that he will take 
the appropriate steps to either sell or dispose of the gear.  After 
a brief discussion on the types of items he had identified, the 
consensus of the Board was that his solution to the issue was 
acceptable.

New Business
a.  Barry Gordon noted that at the recent Las Placitas Association 
Annual Meeting (the organizers of the Placitas Star Party), he 
presented framed, panoramic photographs of the recent Placitas 
Star Party to the Association Directors.  Long-time TAAS 
supporter, Bill Tondreau, took the photographs.  Pete noted that 
he has placed a set of the images on display at GNTO.
b.  Pete noted that a response to an email sent to the Board by a 
representative of the Red Canyon Ranch, located west of Socorro, 
NM, is called for.  Dale agreed to open an email conversation 
with the individual to explore the subject of the email more 
fully.
c.  Dee reported that he has been in communication with Dave 
Finley. Mr. Finley (one of the original organizers) seeks to 
improve the participation of TAAS in the Enchanted Skies Star 
Party held each year in the fall.  Dee noted that he will pursue 
the subject and report back to the Board at a later date.
d.  Dale reported that he has received the information packet 
from UNM concerning the up-coming Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair.  He noted that he will volunteer to be a judge 
in the Astronomy category and that another volunteer is needed.  
Contact Dale for more information.

Meeting adjourned at 9:17 P.M.

BOD Minutes cont
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C l a s s i f i e d  A d s
FOR SALE:  8 “ Coulter Truss (Dob Telescope)  
•(11/4 inch adapter) •JMI focuser  •Telrad Finder  
•And more.....

Asking $300

Contact: Brock Parker    213 Garcia NE    Albuquerque, 
NM 87102 or Larry Cash  307-1880     lcash16@comcast.
net for more pictures.

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first 
come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems 
arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

✭

✭

✭✭

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O

Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program 
to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or 
suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-
1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO email address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques to our 
members while conserving our precious resources, TAAS is pleased 
to re-announce the availability of this newsletter the Sidereal Times 
in full color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly speaker, 
the blue eyes and red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star 
Party, the depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only available at our 
website: www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and read 
your newsletter on your computer rather than receive a paper 
copy by mail, please notify the TAAS treasurer, Dan Clark, at 
treasurer@taas.org to have your name removed from the Sidereal 
Times mailing list.  This will provide you with the newsletter of 
your choice, save TAAS money, and earn you the undying (okay, 
maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid Times printer – me.  
Now that many of our members are taking advantage of this 
offer, our mailing list is less than required to get a bulk-rate 
postage discount.  The newsletter is now mailed at first-class 
rates.  So, it is more important than ever for you to get your 
newsletter online.  Thanks for your consideration.
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2 0 0 5  TA A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
     PRESIDENT

             Dale Murray

               296-2479(H)

  president@taas.org

VICE PRESIDENT
 General Mtg Coord

 Becky Ramotowski

              286-8334(H)

             vp@taas.org
        becky@taas.org

     SECRETARY

          Gordon Pegue

              332-2523(H)

  secretary@taas.org

     TREASURER

                Dan Clark

              771-4346(H)

  treasurer@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
  Education Coord

        Shannon Mann

              771-0126(H)

            shannon@taas.org
education_coord@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
Observatory Director
 
           Pete Eschman

              873-1517(H)

           pete@taas.org
          gnto@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Membership Chair
  
               Ray Collins

              344-9686(H)

             ray@taas.org
membership@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

               David Blair

              296-9632(H)

        david@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Events Coordinator

               Larry Cash

              299-4686(H)

           larry@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  
               Dee Friesen

              856-1593(H)

            dee@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

           Bob Hufnagel

              890-8122(H)

            bob@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Events Coordinator
   
 Shane Ramotowski

              286-8334(H

         shane@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040(C) pr@taas.org
Events Coordinators Larry Cash/Shane Ramotowski 299-4686(H)/286-8334(H) events_coord@taas.org

TAAS Web Master Alan Scott 1-801-599-1203 webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 286-7993(H) editor@taas.org

Newsletter Printer/Proofing Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Telescope Curator Dale Murray 296-2479(H) telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463(H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Bob Hufnagel 890-8122(H) librarian@taas.org

ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley  296-0549(H) atm@taas.org

UNM Observatory Coordinator Vacant unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator David Penasa 277-1141(W) darksky@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           
e-mail to membership@taas.org 
or calling (505) 254-TAAS(8227).  
Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Web site.  Annual dues to The 
Albuquerque  Astronomical Society are 
$30/year for a full membership and $15/
year for a teacher or student (grades K-
12).  Additional family members may 
join  for $5/each (teacher, student and 
family memberships are not eligible to 
vote on society matters).  New member 
information packets can be downloaded 
from the website or requested from the 
TAAS Membership Services Director at   
membership@taas.org  You may send 
your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written 
out to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society or give your check to the 
Treasurer  at the next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include 
any of the above magazine renewal 
mailers and subscription payments 
as part of your renewal check.  Make 
checks out to TAAS (we will combine 
and send one check to the publisher). 
Warning: publishers take several months 
to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT IC L E S/A DV E RT I SE M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical 
classified advertisements and business 
card size advertisements for businesses 
related to astronomy must be submitted 
by the deadline shown on the Society 
calendar (generally the Saturday near 
the new Moon)  Rates for commercial 
ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 
for business card size.  The newsletter 
editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-
mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent 
at paragraph beginning, one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for 
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter 
may be forwarded to your new address 
should you move, or it may not !!  Please 
provide the Treasurer (treasurer@taas.
org) with your new mailing    address 
or e-mail address to ensure that you 
receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-
2054 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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