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I N S I D E

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e
Dale Murray

   It is 
December 
a g a i n 
and like 
last year I 
have been 
t h i n k i ng 
about the 
pr ev iou s 
year. I just 
read the 
article I 
wrote last 

December and thankfully this 
year was a bit more relaxed than 
the previous one. The education 
outreach program was having 
its problems during ’04 but 
has been steady and without 
incident in ’05. Most of the major 
projects at GNTO were finished 
in ’04 and except for a new floor 
and new batteries in the solar 
power system, the upkeep has 
been less stressful. Yes, this year 
has been more relaxed.
While we are on the subject of 
events of 2005, I want to mention 
the introduction of the Messier 
Special Interest Group (SIG). A 
SIG is a group that gets together 
outside the regular meetings 
to explore some topic that is of 
special interest to the group. 
This particular SIG was the 
brainchild of Dee Friesen and 
it went very well indeed. Many 
of the group will complete their 
Messier list this month and 

Dee is intending to continue 
with this group next year. So if 
you are new to astronomy and 
would like to learn more about 
the deep space treasures of the 
Messier catalogue, then consider 
attending some of these popular 
outings.
Another interest that may grow 
into a SIG in 2006 is the measuring 
of asteroid occultations.  Steve 
Welch, with the assistance of 
Pete Eschman, measured an 
occultation from GNTO earlier 
this year and this represents the 
first real science that has been 
performed at GNTO in a while. 
Whenever anyone makes such 
measurements and reports the 
findings, it adds to the body 
of knowledge about our solar 
system. This is an area where 
amateur astronomers can make 
a contribution as most of the 
time scheduled for the big 
observatories is dedicated to 
other research projects.
Another SIG that has been 
discussed is an Introduction 
to Astronomy SIG. This group 
would meet to introduce a 
variety of astronomical subjects 
to beginners. This group could 
explore ideas like how to choose 
a telescope and how to use it. 
How to select eyepieces and 
what sort of objects are out 
there to be viewed. If you are 
new to astronomy and would 
like some help understanding 
the different telescopes or the 
difference between a planetary 

nebula and a gaseous nebula, 
then let us know and we will 
see that this SIG gets started 
soon (you can write me at 
president@taas.org ). For that 
matter, if you have any idea at 
all about a SIG that you would 
like to see start up, then let us 
know or even better, lead one. 
The SIG is a marvelous vehicle 
for participating in TAAS and a 
great way to meet others with 
similar interest to your own.

In this issue you will find reports from 
some of the very active SIG’s.  Consider 
participating, or create a new group of 
your own.  
Here’s an idea from Becky 
Ramotowski:
I’m thinking of starting the Big Daytime 
Online Observers SIG. We will call it 
“The Big DOO”.

Ed.

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G )

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 6  S I G

❅

❅

❅
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TA A S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s Becky Ramotowski

N o v e m b e r  T A A S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  R e c a p

If you missed the TAAS general 
meeting Saturday, you missed a 
good one.

We had a double feature 
presentation led off by special 
guest speaker, Richard Kestner 
who did a lively narration on the 
history and future of space in New 
Mexico. He showed a short video of 
an early V-2 rocket launch. He also 
talked about his role with the Space 
Commercialization office, and his 
new role with Starchaser.

Starchaser has a website and can be 
found here http://www.starchaser.
co.uk. He also talked about New 
Mexico's Spaceport and the X-Prize 
competition.
The second part of the program 
was presented by Steve Welch with 
a slide show of his recent visit to the 
X-Prize education days and exhibits 
in Alamogordo and Las Cruces.

Richard informed the TAAS 
audience that the first launch from 
Spaceport is scheduled for March 
27, 2006.

T A A S  2 0 0 5  W i n t e r  S o l s t i c e  B a n q u e t

The TAAS 2005 Winter Solstice 
Banquet will be held at The 
Cooperage Steakhouse on Lomas 
just east of Louisiana on Saturday, 
December 17th at 6:30 P.M. 
 
We have a stellar lineup planned for 
the evening that will include out-
of-this-world food, mind-bending 
astronomy trivia and celestial door 
prizes.
 
An awards ceremony will also 
be held to honor and recognize 
some of TAAS’ finest members 
and their accomplishments. 
 

T h e  “ S t a r ”  o f  t h e  S t a r  P a r t y

Barry Gordon

We in TAAS give a great many Star 
Parties -- schools, Oak Flat, Placitas 
-- at which we set up sophisticated 
impressive telescopes -- costing 
hundreds and even thousands of 
dollars -- in order to give the public a 
look at some of the spectacular objects 
to be found in this universe we live in.

We show them “star cities” like the 
Great Hercules Globular Cluster -- 
hundreds of thousands of stars packed 
into a relatively small space, gleaming 
like some celestial Christmas tree 
ornament.  We show them binary stars 
like Albireo, letting them see that many 
stars do indeed display lovely colors, 

Beef and chicken are on the menu, 
as are enchiladas and an array of 
other delicious fare.  A cash bar 
will also be set up. 

We guarantee magnitudes of 
fun, so please come and join 
us for a night out on the town! 
 
Admission price for the banquet 
will be $13.75 per member. 
Watch your mailbox for your 
invitation and RSVP instructions 
at the beginning of December. 
The invitation will include a ballot 
form to vote on TAAS officers for 
the upcoming year. Your voice 
is important, so please vote. 
 
We hope to see you at The 
Cooperage on the 17th!

Solstice Banquet Questions can be 
directed to Sy Santos
SYSANTOS@aol.com

despite the human eye’s inability to 
perceive those colors in very low light 
levels.  We treat them to things like 
the Great Andromeda Galaxy, visible 
by courtesy of photons that have been 
traveling for millions of years to tell 
us of the existence of another “island 
universe” beyond our own Milky Way 
Galaxy.

Are they impressed?  Who knows?

But I can tell you when they surely are 
impressed.

When a guest steps away from the 
eyepiece and asks us to point out the 
star or cluster or whatever it is they’ve 
just looked at, we obligingly take out 
our green laser pointer and point out the 
location of Albireo or M13 or whatever 
it was that they had been observing 

through our sophisticated telescope.

The invariable reaction is something 
like:  Oh, Wow!  Cool!!

Despite the surprising colors of 
the stars, the densely packed “star 
cities”, and the incredibly remote 
“island universes” -- despite the 
impressively large “light buckets” and 
the computerized “go-to” telescopes 
that know more astronomy than their 
owners -- despite all of this, the real 
“grabber” at our Star Parties seems to 
be the green lase pointer that has now 
become a regular feature of the Star 
Party scene.

There is undoubtedly a moral in there 
somewhere, but I’m damned if I can 
figure out what it is. 
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G N TO  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Our most recent GNTO committee 
meeting took place November 3, with 
Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, 
Dee Friesen, Dale Murray, Gordon 
Pegue, Alan Scott and Bill Wallace at JB’s 
Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40..  
Major meeting topics included planning 
for upcoming events, and a discussion 
of how to split up the GNTO work load.  
A working group consisting of Larry 
Cash, Carl Frisch, Bob Hufnagel and 
Karen Keese are investigating options 
to improve the maintenance of Twining 
Lane.  Jim Lawrence is well underway 
on rebuilding the Meade 16” Dob to 
make it easier to move in and out of the 
observatory.  Pete Eschman, Alan Scott 
and Steve Welch have agreed to update 
the GNTO operations manual, which is 
several years out of date.

A working group consisting of Dee 
Friesen, Gordon Pegue, Alan Scott, Bill 
Wallace and Steve Welch made their 
recommendations on splitting up the 
work load at GNTO.  Thanks to them 
for a well prepared proposal.  I know it 
required a lot of hard work to pull it all 
together.  The full committee adopted 
the new operations plan, which divides 
the work into four major areas: GNTO 
Director, Buildings and Grounds (roads, 
public areas and buildings), Operations 
(instrumentation, power supply, 
computers), and Events (training, open 
houses, scheduling).  

The plan has a primary person with 
backup volunteers to head each of the 
three task groups in addition to the GNTO 
director.  The plan provides a detailed task 
analysis for each of the four divisions.  
This structure will spread the knowledge 
and workload over more people and 
to encourage more participation by 
more TAAS members, not just GNTO 
key holders.  Bill Wallace heads up the 
Buildings and Grounds task group.  Dee 
Friesen will work on an event schedule 
for next year as part of the Events task 
group.  Pete Eschman and Steve Welch 
will help with the Operations task group.  
Eventually, people will rotatee between 
task groups so that the knowledge and 
skills are more widely shared.  If you 
would like to help with any of these task 
groups, please let me or another GNTO 
committee member know.

GNTO events were scheduled for October 
29, November 5 and November 26.  Our 
“new moon” observing event on October 
29 went very well.  I counted 9 telescopes 
in operation and 15 people in attendance.  
Given the great sky conditions, I was a 
little surprised that more people did not 
show up.  Conditions were good enough 
to convince me to stay until the early 
morning hours, so I was the last one out 
this time.

 November 5 was a combined training 
and observing event.  Special thanks 
to Bob Hufnagel, for arriving early and 
spending several hours using the road 
dragger to smooth out the lower part of 
Twining.  Thanks to Bill Wallace, who 
arrived early and removed many weeds 
from the observing field, leaving us with 
fewer obstacles in the dark.  Steve Welch 
helped me fine tune our charge controller 
and monitoring gauge.  

Dale Murray led the training session 
covering introduction to GNTO and 
the Isengard telescope.  An enthusiastic 
group enjoyed the training session, as 
well as the dual constellation tour later 
that evening.  Larry Cash covered objects 
in Auriga, Taurus, and Orion and Karen 
Keese gave a more general tour featuring 
constellations, stars, and asterisms of 
the autumn sky.  Larry provided some 
hands on experience using the 6” GNTO 
loaner dobsonian, and had some great 
planetarium software displays, while 
Karen used a bright green laser to point 
out objects in the sky.

As the evening progressed, activity took 
some different turns on the Isengard.  
Steve “Doc” Kemp used his Meade Lunar 
and Planetary Imager to capture some 
great images of Mars from the Isengard.  
Steve Welch later conducted some testing 
with several video cameras, including 
our Stellacam EX, so he could assess 
the limiting magnitudes of the cameras.  
He will be using the equipment for 
occultation timing in the future.  Some 
of the occultation events will be recorded 
from GNTO, so please let Steve or me 
know if you wish to help do some “real 
science” by helping time events where an 
asteroid may occult a background star.  
Careful timing of these events can lead to 
better estimates of the size and shape of 

the asteroid.  

All told, this was a great event, where 
good observing conditions held for most 
of the night.  We did have some high, 
thin, clouds late in the evening, but this 
was late enough so that many of the folks 
were packing up to leave.  I counted 14 
telescopes in operation, and I think there 
were well over 30 people who enjoyed 
GNTO this night.

Our observing event scheduled for 
November 26 was overwhelmed by 
extensive cloud cover. 
Thanks to Bill Wallace for going to GNTO 
to open up for any members that showed 
in spite of the clouds.  Thanks to Bill, 
when Elaine Kroska arrived to measure 
the Isengard for equipment covers she is 
fabricating, she was able to get access to 
the equipment.  Once Elaine was done, 
Bill closed up since the cloud cover did 
not permit any observing.

The only event scheduled for December is 
on the 3rd of the month, so it will have 
come and gone by the time you read this.  
Because of the holidays, there are no 
events later in the month.  Keep watch out 
for message traffic on our listserv TAAS-
L for spontaneous use of GNTO that 
might occur later in December or early 
January.  Our events for January include 
a combined Observing and Introduction 
Sessions event on January 21 followed 
by a “new moon” observing session on 
January 28.  

You really should plan a trip to GNTO 
soon.  The comfortable Ortega Building 
is available for socializing and our Guest 
Trailer is available for coffee, hot chocolate 
and any snacks you might want to share.  
We will have the heater in the Ortega 
Building running, so there will be a place 
to warm up.  With all the great equipment 
and facilities at GNTO, what are you 
waiting for?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to 
any TAAS member.   This is a great way to 
get more involved with your observatory.  
We need your help.  Our next scheduled 
meetings are December 8 and February 
2.  We meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40.  If you have 
questions about access and availability of 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, 
gnto@taas.org, home phone: 873-1517). 
I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory. 
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1

                 09:02

2
UNM
Dec Sidereal Times Deadline

3
GNTO NM

4 5 6
Double Eagle Elementary

7
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

8
GNTO Committee Meeting
7 P.M.
                 03:37

9
UNM

10

11 12 13 14 15
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)
                 10:17

16
UNM

17
TAAS Winter Banquet

18 19 20 21
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

22 23
UNM

                  13:37

24

25
Christmas Day

26
Hanukkah Starts

27 28 29 30     UNM
Jan Sidereal Times Deadline

                     21:13

31
New Year’s Eve

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for December 15, 2005
 Mercury 06:36/16:21 Saturn 21:05/11:22
 Venus 10:53/20:13 Uranus 12:33/23:31  
 Mars 14:47/04:40 Neptune 11:30/21:34
 Jupiter 04:44/15:09 Pluto 07:54/18:04 

SunRise & SunSet
Dec 1, 2005     08:08/17:32
Dec 15, 2005    08:20/17:32
 Dec  31, 2005   08:27/17:41

Full

New

WINTER
SOLSTICE❅

6+  hours of exposures with the 12 in. Newtonian at F/4.9 using an 
ST-8 and a Baader Coma Corrector of NGC 7023 the “Iris Nebula” .

Full frame version of NGC 891. You almost always see the Cropped 
version when seeing this object. I kind of like the offset full frame 
version as it is angled and the field stars are colorful.   It is over 
six hours of total LRGB exposures.  12 in. F/4.9 Newtonian on a 
Bisque Paramount and ST-8 CCD with a Baader Coma Corrector.  
More images can be seen at www.tierramesaobservatory.com.   
PS. If you look close at the upper side of NGC 891 and about a third of the way from 
the right side, you can see another very small Galaxy . It must be 16th. Mag. or less.

R . J .  R i t t
T i e r r a  M e s a  O b s e r v a t o r y
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.
P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

     1 2 3 4
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

5 6
UNM

                     12:58

7

8 9 10 11 12 13
UNM

14
TAAS General Meeting

                03:51

15 16 17 18
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

19
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

20
UNM

21
GNTO Training

22

                 09:15

23 24 25 26 27
UNM
Feb Sidereal Times Deadline

28
GNTO NM

29

                08:16

30 31
Zuni Elementary

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A T M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
2005 Winter Banquet
Saturday, December 17th, 2005

6:30 P.M.
The Cooperage Steakhouse

on Lomas, just east of Louisiana

Great Food
Astronomy Trivia

Celestial Door Prizes
Awards Ceremony

$13.75 per Member
Cash Bar

Watch your mailbox for your invitation & 
ballot for 2006 TAAS Officers

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

SunRise & SunSet
Jan 1, 2006     08:27/17:41
Jan 15, 2006   08:25/17:56
Jan  31, 2006  08:13/18:15

Planet Rise & Set for January 15, 2006
 Mercury 08:09/17:13 Saturn 18:53/09:15
 Venus 07:54/17:56 Uranus 10:34/21:35  
 Mars 13:02/03:18 Neptune 09:31/19:37
 Jupiter 03:08/13:21 Pluto 05:57/16:06 

Full

✶

❅

❅

❅
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TA A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add 
minutes, then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Ray Collins at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e

Please note that the deadline for the 
January  2006 issue of the Sidereal Times 
will be Friday, December 30th.  The e-
mail address for the newsletter editor is 
editor@taas.org.
This summer marked my 5th year of 
editing the TAAS newsletter.  While I have 
enjoyed this job very much, it is time to 
move on.  I will remain on the job until the 
end of 2005, but then retire.  The December 
issue will be my final effort.  I will help 
anyone get started on this rewarding and 
challenging position and remain available 
for consultation if asked.  Thanks to all 
TAAS members who have contributed 
to the newsletter, you made the job very 
enjoyable and rewarding.

U N M  R e p o r t
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 204 217 -13
Family 74 69 5
Educational 8 7 1
Total Paid 286 293 -7
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 33 33 0
Total Members 326 333 -7  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S
General: Milton Bock

GNTO: Milton Bock

Dark Sky: Milton Bock

Education: Douglas Binder, Cochiti School 
and Griegos School

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S  M e m b e r s

Thomas & Alexander Allen
Douglas, Eli & Hannah Binder

Betty Lovato
Eric Stump

David & Anita Wojdanowski

N o t e  f r o m  T r e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership 
and/or magazine subscriptions,  
contact the Treasurer, Dan Clark at 
treasurer@taas.org.

07 October 05: It was a pretty good night, cloud free, 
thoug h there was a considerable amount of haze. 
We had about 40 visitors, mostly UNM students, but 
there were two groups of young folks, one of which 
was a group of home schoolers.
Docents: Dale and myself
14 October 05: A marginal night. UNM was closed 
for fall break, so I didn’t go down. Dale was there, 
however, but had no visitors.
21 October 05: High thin clouds obscured all but the 
brightest stars.
28 October 05: Thicker clouds did us in tonight.
04 November 05: A grand night. Clear skies and 
gentle breezes greeted at least 75 visitors, including 
a number of younger children. There were students 
from UNM, TVI, and an astronomy class from 
Lodestar.
Docents: Dale, Ed and his daughter, and myself
11 November 05: Another clear night. However, a 
slight breeze was just enough to chill us. We had 
about 40 visitors, mostly UNM students.
Docents: Dale, Gordon, Ed with his daughters, and 
myself
18 November 05: For the third week we were 
greeted with clear skies. As a result, the observatory 
entertained over 50 visitors.
Docents: Dale, Gordon, and myself
25 November 05: Since UNM was closed for the 
holiday, I decided not to make the effort. 
02 December 05: Wind, clouds, and the possibility of 
snow were enough to strike our colors this evening.
Brock Parker
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E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h
Shannon Mann 

TAAS Education Program Notes:
 
I want to sincerely thank you all for your support of our 
School Star Parties in 2005. You have really come through 
for both me as Ed Outreach Coordinator and the many 
students throughout the area. This, plus the run of clear 
weather this fall has made for a very successful year.
 
On another note, I just found out that I cannot attend the 
TAAS winter banquet December 17th. Looks like there is 
another banquet happening at the exact same time, one 
that I had forgotten I had volunteered to attend - typical for 
this busy time of year. I am sorry I will miss this one …
 
So all of you please keep in contact via email mann_
shannon@comcast.net as I will be visiting family in the 
Sunshine State during Christmas.

D o u b l e  E a g l e  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y
T u e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  6 t h  2 0 0 5

 
Please don’t forget about our final School Star Party of 
2005 – Double Eagle Elementary. The date for this event is 
Tuesday, December 6th. Bruce Levin bllevinn@spinn.net is 
the owner and Ed Schneider plans on running the starlab 
– so bring your demos, scopes, or just plan on helping. 
(Again, please be there by 5:30pm to eat and setup.) I will 
be at this event so if you have ideas or questions about the 
program – lets talk.  The school is located in the FAR NE 
Heights (8901 Lowell NE) near the east end of Paseo del 
Norte almost to Tramway. If traveling eastbound on Paseo, 
turn left onto Lowell. (Lowell is two streets east of Eubank.) 
After turning north onto Lowell, travel approximately 8/10 
of a mile passing 8 streets on your left. You will then see 
the school on your left immediately after you pass Oakland 
Avenue. At that point, look for signage leading into the 
school.

Z u n i  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y
T u e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  3 1 s t  2 0 0 6

The first party in ’06! The school is located a couple of 
blocks north of Coronado Center, at the corner of Claremont 
Avenue and Arizona Street (6300 Claremont Ave NE.) Take 
Arizona Street north from Menaul and the school will be 
on your immediate right. Again this event will follow our 
winter hours and will run from 6pm to 8pm. Plan on being 
there by 5:30 to eat and setup. See you there! * P.S. I need 
an owner for this event AND the February 21st Chaparral 
Elementary party also.

Much Thanks

Shannon Mann
TAAS Education Outreach Coordinator

K a t h e r i n e  G a l l e g o s  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y
T u e s d a y  N o v e m b e r  8 t h  6  –  8 p m

This star party was a new experiment in TAAS - teacher 
cooperation. 
From what I could tell, the event proved that this new 
approach could work by drawing on the strengths of both 
TAAS members and school  educators.

Two of Katherine Gallegos’ teachers joined TAAS prior to 
the event and were subsequently trained on the use of our 
starlab. Judy  Stanley (longtime TAAS member) volunteered 
to train them a couple of  weeks before the event. The two 
teachers, Eric Stump and Betty Lovato  ran the starlab and 
treated over 100 students and parents to a year’s worth  of 
celestial delights.

Meanwhile, TAAS telescope docents John Laning, Pete 
Eschman, Carl Frisch, Steve Welch and Karen Keese treated 
many to November moon-views and deep-sky treasures. 
Indoor docents Ray Collins on “Spectral Analysis of Stars” 
and Shannon Mann on “Comet Making” gave the crowds 
an eye and earful too.

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G ) David Penasa

The Winter 2005 issue of the New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance (NMHPA) is out and contains several articles related to 
protecting dark skies, including the following:

• Article “Protecting Dark Night Skies” (reprinted by permission 
from Chad Moore, NPS Night Sky Team)
•Night Sky Survey Program (outdoor lighting evaluation survey 
program)
• 2005 Awards (includes several awards for night sky friending 
lighting)
• Night Sky Program (summary of recent activities)

http://www.nmheritage.org/files/nmhpa_nwstr_winter_05_
web_version.pdf

S K Y  Q U A L I T Y  M E T E R  ( S Q M )  U P D A T E
 
Links to “Usage Instructions,” “Check-Out and Return Instructions,” an
d “Site Data Sheet” should be found on the website by the time you receive 
this newsletter.  The meter is now available for TAAS members to check 
out and use to find out how good (dark) your site is, and begin to 
compare with locations recorded by other members.
 
When not checked out, the meter will be kept in my office (north campus 
of UNM).
 
The meter provides a measurement of the brightness of the night sky in 
magnitudes per square arcsecond, and was designed by Dr. Doug Welch 
and Anthony Tekatch, members of the Hamilton Amateur Astronomers 
Club in Ontario, Canada. The sensor has a field of view of roughly 80 
degrees diameter on the sky, and is covered by an infrared blocking 
filter (restricting measurement to visual bandpass or very close to what 
the human eye sees).  Typical measurements for good viewing sites in 
the city might be 18 or 19 mags/square arcsec, versus 22 or 23 mags/
square arcsec for dark rural sites.
 
Special thanks go to Unihedron http://www.unihedron.com for 
providing the meter to TAAS at a discounted price!
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Gordon  Pegue

November 10th 2005
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present:  Dale Murray (President), Becky 
Ramotowski (Vice President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Gordon 
Pegue (Secretary), David Blair, Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete 
Eschman, Dee Friesen, Bob Hufnagel and Shannon Mann.  
Barry Gordon was in attendance as an observer.  Judy Stanley 
was in attendance to make a brief presentation.

Directors absent:  Shane Ramotowski.

Meeting called to order at 7:02 P.M.

Corrections to the October Minutes
None to report.

Special Presentation by Judy Stanley
Judy reported on a new initiative that could potentially 
enhance our Education Outreach efforts.  Essentially, it 
consists of a partnering venture between TAAS, LodeStar and 
the Mark Kroska Astronomy for Kids Foundation whereby 
the communities served by these organizations would be 
empowered to host star parties on their own.  A spirited 
discussion of the idea followed and the consensus of the Board 
was that our Education Coordinator, Shannon Mann, work 
closely with Judy and the Foundation to prepare a more formal 
proposal to the Board.

Treasurers Report
Account balances (as of the end of October):
General Fund:   $  6,167.02
GNTO Fund:   $  8,513.15
Education Fund:  $  3,919.71
Dark Sky Fund:   $     570.21
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $         0.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $22,480.27

Total membership count (all categories): 326

Correspondence
None to report.

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, October 15th General Meeting at the Lodestar 
Planetarium featured a presentation by author and Johnson 
Space Center engineer Dennis Webb.  Mr. Webb’s presentation 
was an exposition on extracting hidden detail from CCD 
images.  Also announced during the meeting were the 
winners of the fourth annual “Astro Images of New Mexico” 
astrophotography contest.
b.  The 2005 edition of the Placitas Star Party, scheduled for 
Saturday, October 22nd, was a smash success according to the 
event owner, Shannon Mann.

Cont page 9

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 6  S I G Dee Friesen

The tradition continues in 2006.  The TAAS Messier SIG (Special 
Interest Group) will once again attempt to observe all 110 of the 
Messier objects during the 2006 calendar year.  We invite everyone 
that is interested to join us as together we learn the night sky.  As we 
observe the Messier Objects, we also learn the constellations, many 
prominent stars and of course each other. 

The SIG will again start out by having two viewing sessions a month 
at Dee Friesen’s house.  Dee lives in Sandia Heights, the area near 
the base of the tram.  This neighbor has no streetlights and is a good 
“town spot” to view.  The SIG will initially meet on a Tuesday and 
Wednesday night each month during dark moon times.  A complete 
viewing schedule for the 2006-year is presently being prepared. 

We are planning to 
make a few changes 
to our procedures that 
will make it easier for 
everyone to observe 
all of the Messier 
Objects.  Because the 
viewing conditions 
at Dee’s house are 
best from the zenith 
north and south to 
the eastern horizon, 
we will schedule our 
observing to “catch” 
the Messiers as they 
appear in that part 

of the sky.  Also, during the long summer days, we will meet on 
weekends at both the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds and GNTO to obtain 
the best viewing conditions.  Finally, we plan to make more use of 
the GNTO facilities to include the 16-inch Dob loaner scope and the 
Isengard telescope.

It is not necessary to own a telescope to participate in the SIG.  There 
will always be present at least one TAAS loaner telescope for the use 
of the SIG participants.  We also plan to make more use of binoculars 
in our observing.  In addition, there will also be friendly and 
experienced TAAS observers present to assist us with our observing.  
It will be fun.

SIG participants will each month receive a list of the Messier Objects 
to be observed that month and will receive star charts that can be 
studied in advance to prepare the observer for the SIG viewing 
night.

This is a terrific program for beginners or for people who have not 
observed in a while.  No prior experience is required, only a desire to 
learn and to have fun.  If you miss one month’s sessions, it is totally 
possible to “catch up” the next month.  You can also do the observing 
from your home or any other location.  You do not need to attend 
the SIG sessions to participate and receive the free information 
and star charts.  In 2005 there were several TAAS members living 
on the east side of the mountains who participated by observing in 
their locations, but kept us informed of their progress by email and 
telephone.

So, make 2006 the year that you observe all 110 Messier Objects, learn the 
night sky and have a lot of fun. If you have any questions or suggestions 
call or email Dee Friesen at 856-1593 or friesend@comcast.net.

Clear skies!

M 81
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c.  The school star party scheduled for Tuesday, October 
25th at Chelwood Elementary School was a successful event, 
according to Dee.
d.  The Saturday, October 29th GNTO observing session 
was our “new moon” event for October and 9 scopes and 15 
observers were in attendance.
e.  The November 5th GNTO observing session featured an 
Introduction to GNTO training session as well as constellation 
tours by Karen Keese and Larry Cash.  14 scopes and 30 
observers were in attendance.
f.  The school star party scheduled for Tuesday, November 8th 
at Katherine Gallegos Elementary School in Los Lunas was 
another great school event with over 200 kids and parents 
treated to various activities and telescope viewing.

Event Prospect
a.  The Saturday, November 12th General Meeting will feature 
a presentation by Rich Kestner on the NM Space Port
b.  The Saturday, November 26th GNTO observing session will 
be a “new moon” event.
c.  The Saturday, December 3rd GNTO observing session will 
also be a “new moon” event.
d.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6th 
at Double Eagle Elementary School.
e.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO Committee 
will take place on Thursday, December 8th.
f.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of 
Directors will take place on Thursday, December 15th at the 
Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of UNM.
g.  The annual TAAS Holiday banquet is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 17th.  The location for this year’s event 
is the Cooperage Restaurant, located at 7220 Lomas Blvd. NE.  
More details on this event can be found elsewhere in this issue 
of the newsletter.
h.  The Saturday, January 14th General Meeting will feature 
a presentation by an as-yet undetermined speaker.  This 
meeting is also our annual election meeting and all members 
are encouraged to attend.
i.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of 
Directors will take place on Thursday, January 19th at the 
Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of UNM.
j.  The Saturday, January 28th GNTO observing session will be 
a “new moon” event.
k.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, January 31st at 
Zuni Elementary School.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report provided 
by Dan: 204 full, 74 family, 8 educator, 7 honorary and 33 
complementary members comprise the total membership of 
TAAS.
b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.
c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in 
this issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  Dan reported that he is working 
on an agreement with his employer to provide a yearly 
contribution to the Science Fair Fund.  The Science Fair Fund 
is used to provide cash prizes to winners in the astronomy 
category at the NM Regional Science and Engineering Fair.

e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Nominations:  Dee reported that he and David have identified 
candidates for three of the four officer positions up for election 
at our January General Meeting.
g.  Awards:  Larry reported that the committee is making 
progress.
h.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):
1.  Messier 2005:  Dee thanked David for participating in 
a recent SIG get-together and demonstrating that asteroid 
observing can be an exciting astronomical activity.  Dee also 
noted once again that he would continue to coordinate the 
Messier SIG activities in 2006.  Dan queried the Board about 
the possibility of quarterly meetings devoted to responding 
to the needs of novices.  Pete suggested that this could be an 
expansion of the Messier SIG.  Dee responded by volunteering 
to create a membership questionnaire structured to more 
accurately determine the needs and interests of all members.
2.  ATM:  David reported that at a recent ATM gathering, a 16” 
mirror was tested and that Barry Spletzer gave a presentation 
on Dob structure design issues.
3.  Dark Sky:  Pete reported on behalf of David Penasa that 
the usage and checkout documents for the Sky Quality Meter 
are complete and that the device is now available for checkout.  
Checkout period is one week and interested members may 
contact David Penasa for more details.  It was suggested that 
the usage and checkout documents be linked into our web 
page.

Old Business
a.  Due to the advancing hour and other factors, resolution 
of the remaining Bylaws action items was tabled.  The Board 
consensus was that this is a critical issue that must be dealt 
with at our next Board meeting.  In order to quickly deal with 
this issue at the next Board meeting, Dale and Gordon agreed 
to meet ASAP to prepare.
b.  Discussion of the open TAAS positions centered on 1) the 
impending departure of Dan Richey from the Newsletter Editor 
position and 2) the need to identify a new UNM Coordinator 
and a new Librarian.  Any member interested in taking over 
the Newsletter Editor or Librarian position is encouraged to 
contact any Board Member.  The position of UNM Coordinator 
is also an important post because it involves direct contact 
with the public.  A possible volunteer was mentioned but Dale 
noted that he would first like to speak with long-time UNM 
participant and interim UNM Coordinator Brock Parker before 
any decision is made.  Pete reported that Alan Scott has agreed 
to take on the Webmaster position and that email traffic sent to 
webmaster at taas dot org is being redirected to Alan.
c.  Becky reported on behalf of Sy Santos, coordinator of the 
TAAS Holiday Banquet, that the arrangements are nearly 
complete.  Refer to the banquet article elsewhere in this issue 
of the newsletter for more information.

New Business
a.  Dee reported that the tentative date for our 2006 edition 
of Astronomy Day is Saturday, May 6th, 2006.  National 
Astronomy Day is April 16th, 2006.  He noted that the event 
will take place at Cottonwood Mall

Meeting adjourned at 9:11 P.M.

BOD Minutes cont
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C l a s s i f i e d  A d s
FOR SALE:  8 “ Coulter Truss (Dob Telescope)  
•(11/4 inch adapter) •JMI focuser  •Telrad Finder  
•And more.....
Asking $300
Contact: Brock Parker    213 Garcia NE    Albuquerque, 
NM 87102 or Larry Cash  307-1880     lcash16@comcast.
net for more pictures.

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first 
come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems 
arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

✭

✭

✭✭

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O

Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program 
to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or 
suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-
1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO email address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.

V o l u n t e e r  P o s i t i o n s  A v a i l a b l e  a t  T A A S

Now is the time to step up and be a larger part of your astronomical 
community.  If you’ve got some free time and enjoy editing, web-
mastering, or putting a great party together and want to get more 
involved with TAAS, here’s your chance.

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society has the following volunteer 
positions available.
 

• Newsletter Editor
• Librarian
• UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator
• Solstice Banquet Coordinator

Please contact any of the board members if you are interested or have 
any questions about any of the positions.

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques to our 
members while conserving our precious resources, TAAS is pleased 
to re-announce the availability of this newsletter the Sidereal Times 
in full color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly speaker, 
the blue eyes and red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star 
Party, the depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only available at our 
website: www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and read 
your newsletter on your computer rather than receive a paper 
copy by mail, please notify the TAAS treasurer, Dan Clark, at 
treasurer@taas.org to have your name removed from the Sidereal 
Times mailing list.  This will provide you with the newsletter of 
your choice, save TAAS money, and earn you the undying (okay, 
maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid Times printer – me.  
Now that many of our members are taking advantage of this 
offer, our mailing list is less than required to get a bulk-rate 
postage discount.  The newsletter is now mailed at first-class 
rates.  So, it is more important than ever for you to get your 
newsletter online.  Thanks for your consideration.
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2 0 0 5  TA A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
     PRESIDENT

             Dale Murray

               296-2479(H)

  president@taas.org

VICE PRESIDENT
 General Mtg Coord

 Becky Ramotowski

              286-8334(H)

             vp@taas.org
        becky@taas.org

     SECRETARY

          Gordon Pegue

              332-2523(H)

  secretary@taas.org

     TREASURER

                Dan Clark

              771-4346(H)

  treasurer@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
  Education Coord

        Shannon Mann

              771-0126(H)

            shannon@taas.org
education_coord@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
Observatory Director
 
           Pete Eschman

              873-1517(H)

           pete@taas.org
          gnto@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Membership Chair
  
               Ray Collins

              344-9686(H)

             ray@taas.org
membership@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

               David Blair

              296-9632(H)

        david@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Events Coordinator

               Larry Cash

              299-4686(H)

           larry@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  
               Dee Friesen

              856-1593(H)

            dee@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

           Bob Hufnagel

              890-8122(H)

            bob@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Events Coordinator
   
 Shane Ramotowski

              286-8334(H

         shane@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040(C) pr@taas.org
Events Coordinators Larry Cash/Shane Ramotowski 299-4686(H)/286-8334(H) events_coord@taas.org

TAAS Web Master Alan Scott 1-801-599-1203 webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 286-7993(H) editor@taas.org

Newsletter Printer/Proofing Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Telescope Curator Dale Murray 296-2479(H) telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463(H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054(H) librarian@taas.org

ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley  296-0549(H) atm@taas.org

UNM Observatory Coordinator Vacant unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator David Penasa 277-1141(W) darksky@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           
e-mail to membership@taas.org 
or calling (505) 254-TAAS(8227).  
Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Web site.  Annual dues to The 
Albuquerque  Astronomical Society are 
$30/year for a full membership and $15/
year for a teacher or student (grades K-
12).  Additional family members may 
join  for $5/each (teacher, student and 
family memberships are not eligible to 
vote on society matters).  New member 
information packets can be downloaded 
from the website or requested from the 
TAAS Membership Services Director at   
membership@taas.org  You may send 
your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written 
out to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society or give your check to the 
Treasurer  at the next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include 
any of the above magazine renewal 
mailers and subscription payments 
as part of your renewal check.  Make 
checks out to TAAS (we will combine 
and send one check to the publisher). 
Warning: publishers take several months 
to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT IC L E S/A DV E RT I SE M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical 
classified advertisements and business 
card size advertisements for businesses 
related to astronomy must be submitted 
by the deadline shown on the Society 
calendar (generally the Saturday near 
the new Moon)  Rates for commercial 
ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 
for business card size.  The newsletter 
editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-
mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent 
at paragraph beginning, one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for 
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter 
may be forwarded to your new address 
should you move, or it may not !!  Please 
provide the Treasurer (treasurer@taas.
org) with your new mailing    address 
or e-mail address to ensure that you 
receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-
2054 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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