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Astronomy Day Fair

Karen Keese

The weather gods smiled upon TAAS and LodeStar on
May 10 as the two groups co-hosted a Fair in Tiguex Park
that was enjoyed by all who attended. The blustering
winds of the day before quieted (reportedly due to a bizarre
ritualistic dance performed by Sammy Lockwood), and
the warm sun shone in a clear azure sky all day long.
Remarkably, the wind only kicked up just as the event
wrapped.

A terrific assortment of exhibitors held court with the
public under the “big top”, an impressive tent rented with
a generous discount from America Tent Rentals of
Albuquerque. Many thanks to owners Sal and Eric for their
great product and their very professional service.
Exhibitors included:

Albuquerque Rocket Society (Jerry Cross)
Apache Point Observatory (French Leger)
International Dark Sky Association (David Penasa, with
assist from Shannon & Heather Mann)
LodeStar Astronomy Center (Judy Stanley, Sandie Koson)
National Solar Observatory (Dave Dooling)
New Mexicans for Science & Reason (Dave Thomas, John
Geohegan)
New Mexico Mars Society (Gunjan Gupta)
New Mexico Space Society ( Fred Aiken)
New Mexico Museum of Natural History (Zack & Yetta
Tropp, Linda Walton, Jack & Nora Bass)
Rio Rancho Astronomical Society (Melanie, Darin & Rachel
Templet)
Santa Fe Astronomy Club (Pat Higgins, Lisa Goldman)
Southwest Institute for Space Research (Dr. Alan Hale)
Starfire Optical Range (Imelda de la Rue, Earl Spiller)
TAAS (volunteers acknowledged below)
UNM Institute of Meteoritics (Dr. Rhian Jones & family)
Very Large Array (Dave Finley, Robyn Harrison)

Shortly into the day’s doings, a stunning 40x40-inch
Hubble Space Telescope image of the Helix Nebula was
unveiled by Laurel Ladwig of LodeStar and Ray Collins
of TAAS. This was a special Astronomy Day release, and
it is one of the most detailed images ever taken by the
Hubble. Interestingly, the image was captured during the
November 2002 Leonid storm, when the controllers turned
Hubble’s aft end into the direction of the meteor stream
for half a day.

The usual fine array of TAAS members and solar scopes
were set up on the basketball court, doing a brisk business
as members of the public and lots of kids enjoyed views
of our nearest star. In addition, TAAS demonstrated its
newest outreach-related equipment acquisition, the

Con’t page 9
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President’s Message
Ray Collins

❖

❖

MEMBERSHIP UPGRADES
NOW AVAILABLE!

In amateur organizations large and small; on every
continent, island, nation and principality; encompassing
every language group and ethnic and cultural identity;
there stand three Great Axioms for Presidents of Amateur
Organizations (“GAPAO”):

1. 10% of the membership performs 90% of the
essential services within the organization;

2. a president’s paramount task must always be to
strive to increase the 10% figure; and

3. axiom #2 has no significant impact on axiom #1.
Characteristically, perhaps, I see things somewhat
differently.

I had several impressions when I joined TAAS’ Board five
or so years ago. One was that the greatest problem facing
the organization was the recurring burnout among the two
dozen or so people who assumed the largest share of the
responsibility and work. There was satisfaction in doing a
number of jobs well, but it was clear that the cost-to-benefit
ratio was woefully high. A second impression was that
TAAS combines among its membership an unbelievably
vital, creative and brilliant group of people who share an
interest in subjects astronomical. Absolutely nothing
should be impossible to such a group, after working out
problems of work allocation and making clear that
everyone is welcome to contribute.

Since then, I have become increasingly aware that in
addition to those members who pay $30 per year for a
secure place in which to set up a scope and enjoy the
company of others similarly inclined (and I believe
passionately that there is nothing wrong with that!), many
others come to learn. They take on challenges as diverse
as creating a telescope mirror, developing materials for
educational outreach in school settings and learning
effective means of group leadership. I believe that adult
learners in a volunteer organization almost always seek
out situations in which they hope to release some potential,
perhaps one that they only suspect exists, or which has
been waiting for an opportunity for expression.

A MODERN PARABLE

A little more than five years ago I was aware of only one
talent that I had and that TAAS needed:  I am a far better
post hole digger than I am a president. (What a relief to
have that off my chest!) There was a call at one of the
general meetings for a volunteer to come down to GNTO
and dig holes for 40 or so posts around the observing field,
and I knew I was their boy. I had been down twice before
at night, but became much more confused doing the same

drive by light of day. Getting the holes in the ground was
a snap, and having an opportunity to have a conversation
with Karl Frisch was a much greater delight. I had
persevered for over a year as a TAAS member, but that
miserably hot July afternoon marked the first real upgrade
in my membership, and I felt that I now belonged.

Of course, the saga continues. I made a telescope in Mike
Pendley’s ATM class (in those days classes were at the
PandA building), and decided that co-hosting ATM
meetings was steadier work – and somehow more
satisfying – than taking dirt out of the ground. The rest, as
they say, is history.

In retrospect, what impresses me is that I had no inkling
then that I was looking for an affiliation:  I merely knew
that TAAS had a lot of things that I wanted. Then, too, I
am surprised that I hung on, somehow knowing that my
membership would only become meaningful when I was
making some contribution. Perhaps my situation is unique,
and I wouldn’t presume that what worked for me is
necessarily going to work for anyone else. Yet stories
similar to mine are familiar in TAAS (and apparently in
other volunteer organizations.) Bottom line:  the
opportunity to work for TAAS is FUN (when done in
moderation) because the company is good and the
programs we support are worthwhile.

I believe that no organization can sustain a cadre of those
who work heroically, sacrificially, or for an illimitable
sentence. They make “pitching in” to help seem like a self-
destructive act. With the export of a number of key
positions – among them P.R. Manager, Sidereal Times
Editor, Web Master and Educational Outreach Coordinator
– from those serving on the Board, progress has been made.

There is more work to be done than can be easily
accomplished by those who are presently engaged. I
believe that the Board needs to do more to match the
prodigious talents and energies of TAAS members to the
tasks that need to be done. This must be mostly a matter
of trust and communication. As regards the GAPAO, I
believe that substantially more that 10% of TAAS members
are actively engaged in doing TAAS work. (I also suspect
that at least the same number is ready to upgrade their
membership by increasing their level of involvement.)
Axioms 2 and 3 would seem to place the president of a
volunteer organization in the role of a modern-day
Sisyphus, and this is neither the way I have seen my
experience up to this point nor what I see as effective
leadership. If there is a potential in myself that I might
hope to release, it is here.
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TAAS General Meeting News
Dale Murray

June General Meeting
and

Beyond!

Starting this summer we are returning to
a time when we did not always look
outside of TAAS for speakers. TAAS
members are a diverse group and we each
bring a unique perspective to amateur
astronomy. In August we will hear from
TAAS member Barry Spletzer who will
start a series of meetings to introduce the
public to astronomy. Barry will discuss the
fundamentals of telescopes and later in the
year we will have “Show and Tell” night
where we will have displays of the various
types of telescopes and some of the pros
and cons of each type. More on those
presentations at a later date. If anyone else
has a topic they think would be of interest
to TAAS or the public in general, contact
me at vp@taas.org (296-2479).
In the spirit of not asking anyone to do
what I am not willing to do I will take the
first turn at giving a presentation at the
June, 14th general meeting. The topic is one
that I find fascinating and one that has
broad applications for all areas of scientific
endeavors. The title of my presentation is
“The Scientific Method vs. the Will to Self-
Deceive”. In my twenty-plus year career
at Sandia National Laboratories as an
electrical engineer working on electronic
security systems I often was called upon
to conduct performance testing of various
electronic security components such as
video cameras, metal detectors x-ray
machines and explosive material
detectors. I became interested in this
philosophical aspect of scientific
investigations when I was confronted
with testing a series of very unique
products that would challenge my skills
as a designer of statistically sound
scientific test procedures. The tests I
performed on these products resulted in
court cases (both civil and criminal) and a
level of controversy that I did not expect.
I had to investigate the topic of self-
deception in scientific exploration in order
to assure myself (not to mention my
managers) that I was on solid scientific
ground. What I found in my delving into
this topic ranges from mysterious N rays,
paranormal phenomenon to cold fusion.
All scientists and researchers have the
duty to be constantly vigilant to guard

against the will to self-deceive.
The General Meetings starts at 7:00 PM at
Regener Hall on the University of New
Mexico Main Campus.  As always we
follow the lecture with snacks and goodies
during the social hour.  For more
information contact Dale Murray at
vp@taas.org (296-2479).

May General Meeting:
The Start of Mars Madness

In celebration of the impending close
approach of Mars, Dr. Monica Cyrino gave
a presentation on the mythology of Mars
during the May General Meeting. If you
have ever attended a presentation given
by Dr. Cyrino you know that her lectures
are always interesting, humorous and in
short, very entertaining. May’s talk was
certainly no exception.
Dr. Cyrino began her talk by telling the
audience that every civilization
throughout history has had at least one
warrior god figure. All of the warrior god
figures have several common traits.
Nearly all were the son of the chief god.
These figures always were involved in
some great struggle to overcome the forces
of evil and they usually prevailed. The
struggles typically represented the
protection of something of great value to
the society. There were also typically two
distinctly different sides to the god; one
side was the aggressive war-like behavior,
but the aggression was usually
indispensable in the fight for good. These
figures were also typically associated with
bright planets and heavenly bodies. Some
other common themes according to Dr.
Cyrino were associations with death and
rebirth and interestingly an association
with weather and agriculture.
One of the first occurrences of a
mythology of a warrior god figure was
from ancient Egypt. In 3000 BC according
to the mythology there was a great
struggle for supremacy between the gods
of Egyptian mythology. The god Set
murdered his brother the great god Osiris.
The goddess Isis appeared as a hawk over
the body of Osiris and conceived a child
that was born a fearsome warrior named
Horus. So we have the son of the main
male god and the main female god who
is involved in a great struggle to avenge
his father. In many ways Horus was the

prototype for the warrior gods to come.
Dr. Cyrino then moved on to describe the
Greek warrior god Aries. This figure is
associated with the planet Mars. Although
this figure has many characteristics in
common with Horus and other warrior
god figures he received little respect in
most of Greece. Ares was the son of Zeus
and Hera (again the chief couple!) While
he was handsome and strong he was not
overly bright. Dr. Cyrino quipped that
Ares would be the character at a party to
say, “Pull my finger” and then give you a
rude surprise. Worshiped only in war-like
Sparta Ares seemed to not have the more
respectable side normally associated with
the warrior gods. Ares spent much of his
time with the goddess Aphrodite. Theirs
was not a very serious relationship and
was based mostly on their mutual
physical attraction. Two of Ares’
companions were Phobos (fear) and
Demos (terror) which as most
astronomers know are the names of the
moons of Mars.
In contrast to Ares was Mars the Roman
god of war. Again this figure was the son
of the top god and goddess, Jupiter and
Juno. He also was handsome and virile
but unlike Aries was beloved of the people
of Rome. In fact he was the protector of
Roman civilization. The sons of Mars,
Romulus and Remus were engaged in a
battle, which was won by Romulus to only
later found the city of Rome. Dr. Cyrino
noted that it was lucky that Romulus won
or else the city would have been named
“Reme” instead of Rome. Mars was the
defender of farmers and protected them
from drought. Also unlike Aries and
Aphrodite the relationship between Mars
and Venus was a much more serious
relationship.
Dr. Cyrino finished her talk with a
discussion about Mars in the popular
media “mythology” of Hollywood.
Contrasted against the war-like invaders
of many a Hollywood movie was
characters like Uncle Martin from the TV
show “My Favorite Martian”. Again the
two sides of the portrayal of the symbol
of Mars the warrior invader and the
friendly nearest neighbor in the celestial
neighborhood. Mars has come to
symbolize the warrior in all of us that
struggle to balance the aggression with
wisdom. Dr. Cyrino summarized’ “We are
all Martians!”
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STARDATE
J.D. Palmer

Albuquerque, NM-KUNM 89.9 FM
airs STARDATE nightly @ 7 P.M.
(weekends @ 6 P.M.).  It is a 2 or 3
minute short radio piece about
astronomy.  Subjects include: that
night’s sky; cosmology; astro-history;
new astro discoveries.
Produced by the folks @ McDonald
Observatory.

See:  http://www.stardate.org

❖
Important Notice to All Members Concerning

TAAS’s Sidereal Times Newsletter

Did you know that $20 of your $30
membership dues is spent on annual
printing and mailing costs for the TAAS
Sidereal Times newsletter?  That’s right, only
$10 of your annual dues is left over to fund
all of TAAS’s programs and other expenses,
including the General Nathan Twining
Observatory, Educational Outreach
programs and Special Events, etc.  Current
TAAS expenses, including programs and
printing costs, equal $38 per member, per
year. You can help reverse TAAS’s spending
dilemma without impacting the newsletter
or our important programs.   By getting
your monthly TAAS Sidereal Times Online,
instead of in your mailbox, you can help
keep TAAS funds where they belong: In
TAAS Programs.
•Online newsletters are available many
days before a printed version arrives in the
mail.
•Online newsletters bring you beautiful
high resolution color pictures and graphics.

•The online hi-resolution version is the exact
copy that is sent to the printers for mailing.
•A low-resolution online version is also
available for faster download.
•The lo-resolution version is identical except
the pictures and graphics are slightly less
detailed.
•Online newsletters save TAAS funds for use
in our important programs and are
environmentally friendly by reducing our use
of paper.
To take advantage of the beautiful online
version of the Sidereal Times, send an email to
Dave Brown at treasurer@taas.org, verifying
your current e-mail address and letting him
know that you would like to begin using an
online newsletter instead of the printed
version.  You will then receive a monthly e-
mail notice when your online newsletter is
available.  Members who use the online
versions of our newsletter will greatly help
TAAS maintain its commitment to quality
programs for its members, the general public,
and the children of New Mexico.
Thank You,
Sammy Lockwood, Web Master.
Dave Brown, TAAS Treasurer.

July 2003
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SUN MON WED THU FRI SAT

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

TUE

27 28  29 30  31

7/1      04:56/19:25
7/15    05:03/19:22
7/31   05:15/19:12

Sunrise/Sunset

•New Moon
   @ 23:54

• First Quarter
   @19:33

• Full Moon
   @12:22

• Last Quarter
   @ 00:02

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M.
   Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M.
   Valley HS

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• GNTO

• The Sidereal Times

   Deadline(Sept)

• Oak Flat

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• TAAS
    General Mtg
    7P.M.
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Notes
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).
GNTO = General Nathan Twining.
Observatory - premium observing night.
GNTO Training = GNTO observing and
training .
UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-
1446  to confirm, or
unm_coordinator@taas.org.
ACSA = Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy
Lockwood for information or visit
www.taas.org and select sidewalk
astronomy.
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.
Call Michael Pendley for information @
296-0549, or atm@taas.org.
PandA = UNM Physics and Astronomy.
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

  = School Star Party.  See Special
Interest Groups page for details.

TAAS General Meeting
Saturday, June 14, 2003

7:00P.M.

Subject:
The Scientific Method

vs.
The Will to Self-Deceive

Speaker:
Dale Murray

❖❖

❖ ❖

Amateur Telescope

Making workshop

ATM Workshop

Ray Collins/Mike Pendley
atm@taas.org

The Amateur Telescope Making
Workshop meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Valley High
School, 1505 Candelaria—the north side
of Candelaria, just west of 12th street.  The
meetings begin at 7 P.M. and are in
Building E, Room #3.

August 2003

1 2

10 11  12 13 14  15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

SUN MON WED THU FRI SAT

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

TUE

24  25  26 27  28 29 30

31

• TAAS
    General Mtg
    7P.M.

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M.
   Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M.
   Valley HS

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• GNTO

• The Sidereal Times

   Deadline(Oct))

• Oak Flat
    Mars Madness

• UNM
    Mars Madness

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO
    Training

• UNM

• UNM

Planet Rise / Set (8/15/2003)
Mercury 07:37/19:59 Saturn 01:58/16:17
Venus 05:16/18:55 Uranus 19:20/06:17
Mars 20:01/06:39 Neptune 18:14/04:35
Jupiter 05:48/19:12 Pluto 14:13/01:02

8/1      05:15/19:11
8/15    05:26/18:57
8/31   05:38/18:37

Sunrise/Sunset

•New Moon
   @ 22:26

• Last Quarter
   @ 17:48

• Full Moon
   @21:48

• First Quarter
   @00:28
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
Elizabeth Burki

❖

❖

❖

❖

7:00 P.M., Thursday, 13 May 2003
PandA Bldg. at UNM
Board Members: Dave Brown (Treas.),
Larry Cash, Ray Collins (Pres.), Pete
Eschman, Shannon Mann, Becky Purvis,
Barry Spletzer and Judy Stanley. Excused:
Dale Murray  (VP) and Elizabeth Burki
(Sec’y.).     Observers:  Barry Gordon, Mark
Kroska, Sammy Lockwood, and David
Blair.

I. Minutes There were no corrections to
the Minutes for 04/10/03. Due to
Elizabeth Burki’s absence, Ray Collins will
record Minutes for this meeting.

II. Treasurer ’s Report Dave Brown
distributed a monthly summary statement
for April. There were no questions or
comments.

III. Correspondence
A. Karen Keese sent a summary of
expenses incurred by Lodestar for
Astronomy Day. The total was $1230.65,
with the tent rental being the largest item
(at $800.65). Karen stated, ”Because of the
short lead time, we unfortunately were
not able to secure a corporate sponsor to
cover any of the costs. Any TAAS
contribution towards these expenses
would be most appreciated.”

The Board considered that while
assuming 1/2 of the cost ($615.) would be
“fair”, this would represent 14% of the
money currently available in the General
Fund, while our more typical cost in recent
years has been in the range of 200 to 300
dollars. ACTION:  we will disburse 400
dollars to Lodestar, noting that this
represents spending at a level well in
excess of that for recent Astronomy Days.

B. Bob Kyrlach has stated his intention to
donate his 18” fork-mounted telescope to
TAAS. The GNTO committee is
considering how to incorporate this
instrument.

C. G.B. Cornucopia wants a contact
person in Albuquerque for the Chaco
event on 31 May.
ACTION:  Judy Stanley will serve in this
capacity.

D. Noted that a letter was sent to Summit
Electric by Ray expressing appreciation
for that firm’s donation of materials used
in the recent rewiring of the solar panels
at GNTO.

IV. Retrospect  Brief notes for events
occurring in past months.
A good turnout (80+) was noted at the
General Meeting at Lodestar, 04/12; work
at GNTO (03/16) completed the wiring of
the solar panel, now on the Ortega
building roof; school star parties are over
for this year - morning lab. activities and
evening viewing were very successful at
Manzano DS and Sandía Prep.; 15 - 20
viewers were present at Oak Flats (05/03)
for intermittent viewing hampered by
wind and clouds; while the crowd at the
first TAAS/Lodestar Astronomy Day (05/
10) was smaller than is customary at
Cottonwood Mall, the atmosphere and
depth of the conversations with the public
were most welcome. Noted that planning
must begin earlier next year

IV. Prospect
“Red Moon” Lunar Eclipse (05/15) at
UNM Observatory discussed; time at Gen.
Meeting (05/17) will be needed for
recognizing Educational Outreach
docents and for announcing sale of
screensaver; training and observing set for
05/24 at GNTO; Chaco Canyon event set
for 05/31.

VI. Committee Reports
A. La Semilla
David Nelson Blair reported that there
have been three Education Planning
meetings. In his opinion, the TAAS
astronomy presence should follow both a
strong sense of place and the cycles of time
in which the “Earth-as-timepiece” ties in
with agriculture. “Walk through” displays
would acquaint the individual with
concepts of time and time cycles as well
as the scale of astronomical distances.
David cautioned that it was more difficult
to foresee the development of nighttime
astronomical observing at La Semilla. He
wanted to know if the ideas he plans to
share at future planning committee
meetings are consonant with the Board’s
wishes. ACTION:  The Board expressed
approval without reservation. It is noted
that director Shannon Horst should be
given an opportunity to experience night
sky observing at a TAAS event (such as a
school star party or Oak Flat) to assess the
impact this mode of learning can have on
the participant. David will monitor the
timing for inviting Shannon to attend a
Board meeting, and possibly speak at a
Gen. Meeting.

B. Membership

Judy Stanley presented a list of current
thoughts on Membership issues for the
Board’s approval or input.
     1. Junior Board/Young Astronomers
group and Kids’ Activities. (See Old Bus.
#1, below.)
     2. Encouragement for partnering with
the Rio Rancho Astronomy Society, which
will be dedicating its new observatory in
several months. No action was taken by
Board.
     3. Suggests an “Ask an Astronomer”
feature at TAAS web site. Noted that this
function is, for the time being, handled
through mail to taas@taas.org. No action
was taken by Board.
     4. Explained that she intends to push
for having a “greeter” and nametags at
meetings.  No Action taken by Board.
     5. Judy will be involving as many
people as possible in Project Astro and
Family Astro this summer, and will set up
information on these programs at Gen.
Meeting. No action was taken by Board.
     6. Judy will present a talk about TAAS
at a Rotary breakfast on 29 May, and will
present TAAS screensavers for possible
sale to Rotarians. No action was taken by
Board.

C. GNTO
Pete Eschman highlighted the plans for
GNTO which are fully presented in GNTO
News and Views column in the Sidereal
Times. No action was taken by Board.

D. Educational Outreach
Sammy announced that 18 TAAS events
(and a few smaller encounters) had
impacted about 4000 children and adults
during the past year. In addition, many
good donations were received from
schools benefiting from our program..
Noted that a number of $10. Gift cards
were presented to Educational Outreach
by the owners of the Shooting Star
restaurants, and that these will be
presented to TAAS members who had
contributed time and work to outreach
events during the past year.

VII. Old Business
A. Youth Outreach Task Force is still
planning to hold its first meeting. Mark
Kroska will convene.

VIII. New Business None

IX. Adjournment at  9:00 P.M.
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GNTO News & Views
Peter Eschman

Our most recent GNTO
committee meeting was held
on May 8th, with Larry Cash,
Ray Collins, Mark Kroska,
Dale Murray and Peter
Eschman attending.  We spent
some time planning for
upcoming events, which
included Astronomy Day and
GNTO training.  After
establishing training
assignments, we reviewed
previous GNTO events.  As is
the case for most GNTO
committee meetings, we spent
considerable time discussing
plans for improvements and
maintenance at GNTO.  We
have scheduled June 7th for a
work session at GNTO so we
can begin to explore options
for renovating the main dome
roof.  Now that the solar
modules are off the main
dome roof, we are proceeding
to renovate the roof decking
of the main dome.   We will
issue a call for volunteers to
assist in the roof work that is
currently slated for later this
month and next month.

GNTO training on May 24th

was quite successful, despite
nearly complete cloud cover.
Around twenty people
attended, and half of those
present were guests who were
visiting GNTO for the first
time.  We had an enthusiastic
group for the Level 1 Isengard
telescope training, and a good
crowd gathered for Level 2
Computer software demos in

the Ortega Building.
Although Mark had
managed to set up the CCD
camera in the Ortega
Building our guests were
unable to stay late enough for
an imaging class.  Dale
Murray brought the 6”
dobsonian reflector back to
GNTO with its newly
recoated mirrors.  Dale was
kind enough to send the 6”
mirror set for recoating along
with a new mirror he had just
finished grinding.  Thanks
Dale!  We will look forward
to “first light” reflecting off
the new coatings of the 6”
mirror when conditions
permit.

Our next training session is
scheduled for August 2nd.
Training will cover all of the
equipment used at GNTO,
from the Isengard 16”
reflector to our computers
and the C-11/ST-9E CCD
camera imaging system.  We
will also provide an
introduction to other
telescopes that are available
at GNTO.  The CCD imaging
training session will go as far
into the evening as students
are willing to listen, learn,
and take their own images.  If
time permits, we will offer an
introduction to our new
Stellacam EX astro-video
equipment.

Our TAAS screensaver had
its rollout debut at the

general meeting at Lodestar
on April 12th, and copies were
available for sale at
Astronomy Day and the May
general meeting.  This very
professional product is now
available for purchase at a
very reasonable cost of $20, so
please check our web site and
elsewhere in this newsletter
for more details.  Proceeds of
the sale of the screen saver go
to TAAS, and TAAS members
contributed all the images.

Our next “new moon”
observing opportunity at
GNTO is on June 28th.  This
promises to be a good night
since it is only one day before
the new moon.  We have some
great equipment on hand for
you to use, so I hope you can
join us.

GNTO committee meetings
are open to all interested
TAAS members and our next
scheduled meetings are June
5th and July 3rd.  As usual, these
meetings are on Thursday, 9
days before the TAAS general
meeting.  We meet at 6:30 P.M.
at JB’s Restaurant on the
southeast corner of San Mateo
and Montgomery.  If you have
questions about access and
availability of GNTO, please
contact me (Peter Eschman,
gnto@taas.org, home phone:
873-1517, work phone: 277-
0020.)   I hope to see you soon
at our observatory.
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Location, Location, Location

• Chaco Canyon•
 6185' elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01' 50"N     107˚ 54' 36"W

 36.03˚  -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83'  -107˚ 54.60'

• Oak Flat•
 7680' elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59' 48"N  106˚ 19' 17"W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80'  -106˚ 19.28'

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180' elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5' 29"N  106˚ 37' 17"W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48'  -106˚ 37.29'

To convert from Degrees, Minutes,
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes,
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location is
available by request only, so please
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO
information.UNM Report

Jay Harden, UNM Campus
Observatory coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org

TAAS Reports/Notices
❖

❖

Donations to TAAS
TAAS General Fund: Lisa Bearly, Pete
Eschman, Mike Pendley & Anna
Whitlow.

GNTO: Eric Holm, Robert Sandy, Jeff
Bender & Pete Eschman.

Education: Mike Pendley, Sammy
Lockwood & Barry Spletzer.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

Dial 254-TAAS
for Updates

The TAAS hotline is now bigger
and better!  The hotline  now offers
updates on TAAS monthly
meetings (press 1), TAAS special
events (press 2), and TAAS school
star parties (press 3).  If you have a
special TAAS event that you would
like to announce on the hotline, e-
mail your announcement to
sammy@taas.org

For Info - Dial

254 - TAAS

Dave Brown,

treasurer@taas.org

Monthly Membership Report
(April, 2003)

Membership Current Past Change
 Month    Month

Regular 230 230 -2
Family 76 74 2
Educational 18 17 1
Total Paid 324 323 1
Honorary 4 4 0
Complimentary 11 11 0
Total Members 339 338 1

Membership  Services

• Membership Inquiries
• Events Information

PO Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

Contact Judy Stanley at

• Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/E-mail Changes

Contact Dave Brown at

membership@taas.org

for:

for:

treasurer@taas.org

Welcome to New TAAS
Members

Brandon, Eric & Valerie Holm
Mike & Nina Ricklin

Sue Smith
Rebecca Brannon

❖

❖

Tha
nk Y

ou
!

2 May:  Lots of clouds.  No viewing
other than Jupiter.  We had 13 viewers,
mostly students, wanting to do
homework, which is due Monday.
Docents:  Becky & Brock.

 9 May:  Clear night.  There were 12
viewers, mostly students, wanting to
do homework, which is due
tomorrow.  Docents:  Becky &Mark.

16 May:  Was a clear night.  There were
10 viewers.  Docents: Becky, Gordon,
Ray, Mark & Elaine. Due to family
illness I made a quick trip down South.
Learned plenty about the airport
security.  I may never fly again.
Thanks to Mark for doing UNM while
I was gone.

Definition of the Month

Gregorian calendar
The calendar introduced by Pope
Gregory XIII in 1582 to replace the
Julian calendar and currently in civil
use in most countries.  Every year
therein consists of 365 days, except
that every year exactly divisible by 4
is a leap year aside from centurial
years, which are leap years only if they
are also exactly divisible by 400.
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Astrovid camera, which takes real-
time video images of sky objects and
displays them on a monitor.

The day was punctuated with squeals
of delight as children marched out into
the park behind the Pied Piper of
Rocketry, Jerry Cross, and launched
and chased his amazing water rockets.
Two food vendors were also on hand
to keep the crowd stoked. Wonderful
New Mexican food, hamburgers and
hotdogs, were supplied by Julia’s Café
of Old Town; and colorful cotton
candy, caramel apples, and snow
cones were dispensed by Snappy
Catering. Many thanks to Julie of
Julia’s and Bruce of Snappy for adding
to the fun atmosphere.

The day’s activities were followed by
evening viewing at the UNM Campus
Observatory, where among others, we
spotted Dr. Stephen Gregory, our
UNM liaison and supporter. We had
particularly fine views of the brilliant
moon through Brock’s 30-inch.

TAAS volunteers who stepped up to
the plate for Astronomy Day include:
Dale Murray, Brock Parker, Pete
Eschman, J.D.Palmer, Becky Purvis,
Mark & Elaine Kroska, Shannon &
Heather Mann, Larry Cash, Ray
Collins, Sammy Lockwood, Bob
Hufnagel, John Laning, Charlie
Fleckenstein, Mickey & Judy Bock,
and Rodema Ashby (if I forgot anyone,
sorry!). Special thanks to Dale Murray
of TAAS and Judy Stanley of
LodeStar/TAAS for all the additional
organizing and coordinating work
they did to make this event happen.
Special thanks also to J.D. Palmer for
schlepping box upon box of the ever-
popular free NASA materials from the
Museum to the tent, and setting them
up. A very special thanks to the New
Mexico Museum of Natural History &
Science, for allowing us to use their
banquet tables and nice chairs in the
exhibitors’ tent, at no charge and with
delivery and pick-up to boot!

Astronomy Day Fair con’t Deep Sky Southwest

Karen Keese

Give us twenty dollars, and we’ll
give you the sky. The Deep Sky
Southwest screensaver has arrived.

This collection of 50 stunning
astrophotos taken by your fellow
amateur astronomers includes
images of galaxies, nebulae,
clusters, constellations, comets,
and other celestial delights, most
in color. It is sure to delight you,
your family, your co-workers—
anyone who might catch a glimpse
of your “sleeping” monitor or
laptop screen. The works were
donated by astrophotographers
David Nelson Blair, Nancy Davis,
Carl Frisch, Barry Gordon, Dan
Richey, and John Sefick.

You will be amazed at the quality
of this product. It installs easily and
runs without a hitch on Windows
operating systems. (We do not at
this time have a Mac-friendly
version, but we’re exploring this
option.) The screensaver comes
packaged in a jewel-case with a
full-color cover. Included inside is
an informational insert explaining
the objects seen on the screensaver,
making this an excellent
educational gift for children of all
ages. Actually, it is a wonderful gift
for anyone—you don’t need to be
an astronomer to appreciate the
beauty of the cosmos.

There are two ways to purchase
this product. An order form for
mail order is available on the TAAS
website at www.taas.org. Also,
screensavers will be offered for sale
at TAAS events—bring cash or a
check because we can’t do plastic.

The Deep Sky Southwest
screensaver is one of the best
examples around of the

extraordinary talents that are
contained within our membership.
Here are some of the fine people
who made the dream of publicly
showcasing TAAS images a reality:

• Dan Richey donated funds
for the purchase of a professional-
grade screensaver authoring
software package.
• Mark Kroska labored for
countless hours building the
product and assuring that each
image was shown to its greatest
advantage.
• Gordon Pegue, Larry Cash,
and Pete Eschman, along with
Mark and Karen, served as the
steering committee in all facets of
the design and execution of the
product.
• Alison Schuler put her legal
expertise, her law firm, and her
business contacts at our disposal to
ensure that the product is
compliant with the law and that
TAAS’s interests are protected.
• Charlie Dodge of
GammaTech donated digital
transfers of film slides.

Special thanks to Barry Spletzer,
who helped the project along with
Beta testing.

For more information, as well as to
view some thumbnail images from
the screensaver, visit
www.taas.org. And order your
piece of the sky today!
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Oak Flat Star Party
Larry Cash

The Oak Flat Star Parties opened its season to a partly
cloudy and windy night.  We had a good turn out of
telescopes.  At one point we had more scopes than we had
viewers.  We did however get some good observing in with
such objects as the Whirlpool Galaxy, the Ring Nebula,
the Ghost of Jupiter, planets-Jupiter and Saturn.  The
galaxies in Leo and Virgo where outstanding, as well as,
the globular clusters M3, M4 and M13.  We had
approximately 20 guests attend that night.  I would like to
thank the following scope-owners for coming out.  Barry
Gordon with his NEW telescope, Gordon Pegue, Brock
Parker, Dale Murray, Barry Spletzer, Becky Purvis, John
Lanning, Carolyn and Candace Cambell, Ralph Thorman,
Mark Shuchat-Marx, Zach Rosenberg and Nancy Davis.  I
would also like to thank Ray Collins for his moral support.
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Classified Ads

❖❖        SOCIETY STAFF        ❖❖

Board of Directors - board@taas.org Telephone E-mail Address

Please note that the deadline for the August 2003 issue of The
Sidereal Times will be Friday, June 27th, as the finished manuscript
must be at the printers on Monday, June 30th,  so that you will
receive it by e-mail that day or by s-nail mail the following
Saturday.  My e-mail address is editor@taas.org.

Editor’s Note

Free Telescope Offer

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems

arising from the use of TAAS scopes.

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE!

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope.

Contact Barry Spletzer at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 294-4601 and

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

•President/ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686 (H) Ray@taas.org president@taas.org   atm@taas.org
•Vice President/Gen Mtg Coord Dale Murray 296-2479 (H) Dale@taas.org vp@taas.org
•Secretary Elizabeth Burki 254-0674 (H) Elizabeth@taas.org secretary@taas.org
•Treasurer/Membership Services Dave Brown 275-9126 (O) Dave@taas.org treasurer@taas.org
Director/Observatory  Director Pete Eschman 873-1517 (H) Pete@taas.org gnto@taas.org
Director/Membership Director Judy Stanley 896-0040 (H) Judy@taas.org membership@taas.org
Director/Telescope Curator Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) Barry@taas.org telescope_loans@taas.org
Director Shannon Mann 771-0126 (H) Shannon@taas.org
Director Larry Cash 299-4686 (H) Larry@taas.org
Director Rebecca Purvis 877-2517 (H) Rebecca@taas.org

Events Coordinator Vacant events_coord@taas.org
Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040 (C) pr@taas.org
Education /TAAS Web Master Sammy Lockwood 275-0258 (H) educaton_coord@taas.org webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) editor@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H) librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) atm@taas.org1
UNM Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) unm_coord@taas.org
Explorer Post 110 Advisor Mark Kroska 884-9108 (H) post110_advisor@taas.org
Backyard Astronomy Ryan Gray 856-2054 (H) backyard@taas.org

Telephone E-mail AddressTAAS Positions

❖

❖

• FREE to first caller, 150 AAVSO finder charts
and associated information.  856-9203.  Bill
Wood.

• For Sale:  4" Takahashi Apochromat
Refractor, complete with Equatorial Mount
and Tripod, plus many(!) extras.  Contact
BarryGordon@CompuServe.com or Barry at
867-6424.
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a
membership application by sending
e-mail to membership@taas.org or calling
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may
also be downloaded from the Web site.
Annual dues to The Albuquerque
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a
full membership and $15/year for a full
time student (high school or less)
membership.  Additional family members
may join  for $5/each (student and family
memberships are not eligible to vote on
society matters).  New member
information packets can be downloaded
from the website or requested from the
TAAS Membership Services Director at
membership@taas.org  You may send
your dues by mail to our newsletter return
address with your check written out to
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the
next meeting.
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and
Astronomy  as well as discounts on books
from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS
members through our society.  Include any
of the above magazine renewal mailers
and subscription payments as part of your

renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS
(we will combine and send one check to
the publisher). Warning: publishers take
several months to process magazine
subscriptions.
ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:
Articles, personal astronomical classified
advertisements and business card size
advertisements for businesses related to
astronomy must be submitted by the
deadline shown on the Society calendar
(generally the Saturday near the new
Moon)  Rates for commercial ads (per
issue) are $120 per page, $60 per half page,
$30 per quarter page, $7 for business card
size.  The newsletter editor reserves the
right to include and/or edit any article or
advertisement.   E-mail attachments in
Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino,
justified, no indent at paragraph
beginning, one  space  between
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF
are acceptable.  One column is
approximately 350 words.  Contact the
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for
more information.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result,
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded to
your new address should you move!!

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

Please provide the Treasurer
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new
mailing    address to ensure that you
receive your newsletter.
TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-2054
to check out a book or make a
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org
taas@www.taas.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581


