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An Invitation

Karen Keese
• What are the 16 towns whose light domes are visible

from dark, remote Chaco Canyon?
• Which pueblo’s casino lights can be seen from Chaco?
• What is light trespass and how do you talk to a neighbor

about it?
• What products are available to make existing lighting

fixtures more night-sky-friendly?
• What, if anything, are our local communities doing about

light pollution?

You are all invited to find out the answers to those questions
and others at the 2002 Night Sky Conference, hosted by TAAS
in partnership with the National Park Service and the University
of New Mexico. The Conference is followed by the ever-popular
annual Placitas Star Party. The combination of the two should
make for a very exciting day! Please note that the Backyard
Astronomy Expo originally planned has been postponed until
next year due to venue and resource limitations.

The event program follows, which is still evolving. Please log
onto the TAAS website periodically for updates; the address is
www.taas.org. We are developing a wonderful slate of speakers
for the Conference, including one who is flying in from California
for the event. Over 1,000 Conference invitations will be mailed
out all over New Mexico.

This Conference is an excellent opportunity for all TAAS
members, and particularly those who have paid dark-sky dues
and are members of the Dark Sky Special Interest Group, to
educate themselves about light pollution. With this education
under our belts, perhaps we can move forward next year and
begin taking some concrete action to support dark-sky efforts,
such as working towards the elimination of mercury vapor light
fixtures, which are illegal yet amazingly still sold in area stores.

As amateur astronomers, the night sky is so precious to us. This
is your opportunity to start taking it back. Seating is limited at
the Conference, so you must RSVP your planned attendance to
me at pr@taas.org or 261-0040 no later than Friday, September
20. There is no attendance fee for the Conference.
No RSVP is necessary for the Placitas Star Party, however if you
wish to take a scope and be a docent, please contact event owner
Steve Snider at slsnider423@yahoo.com or 867-0041. Maps for
both event locations will be posted to the TAAS website in the
near future.

See you there!

2002 Night Sky Conference and Placitas Star Party

Saturday, September 28

Conference Location:
Dane Smith Hall, Room 125, UNM Main Campus

Albuquerque, New Mexico

8:00 AM to 9:00 AM
Registration/Continental Breakfast

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Conference Sessions

(includes one networking break
and an on-your-own lunch break)

First Session: Light Pollution Primer
Featured speaker:

David Penasa, PE, BPLW Architects & Engineers

Second Session: Dark Sky Research at the
National Park Service

Featured speakers:
Brad Shattuck, Chaco Culture National Historical Park

G.B. Cornucopia, Chaco Culture National Historical Park
Chad Moore, Pinnacles National Monument, California

Dr. Stephen Gregory, Physics & Astronomy, UNM

Third Session: Discussion Panel-A Blueprint
for Local Dark Sky Ordinances

Moderator and panel members: to be announced

Star Party Location:
Homestead Shopping Center

Highway 165, 3 miles east of I-25 via Exit 242
Placitas, New Mexico

7:00 PM to late into the night (weather permitting)
TAAS’s popular annual public outreach event featuring
deep-sky observing through large amateur telescopes

at a dark site just north of Albuquerque

*****
Conference contact:  Karen Keese, pr@taas.org or 261-0040
Star Party contact:  Steve Snider, slsnider423@yahoo.com

or 867-0041
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President’s Message
Ray Collins

❖
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I. Nearly fifty years ago, I was a lad of ten, enjoying a family
camping trip in New Hampshire. We had hiked a long
trail up to a fairly primitive Outing Club cabin on a small
mountain lake. Completely alone there, we enjoyed a
refreshing swim and a meal prepared on a wood stove.
My mother read a chapter from Captains Courageous, and
then it was bedtime (with no complaint – it had been a
long day). Some hours later my sister and I were awakened
for hot chocolate out on the porch. I was startled that there
was no kerosene lantern – no light except for the stars
above and reflected off the perfectly still lake. The
constellations in the northern sky were old friends, along
for the occasion it seemed. I recall the haunting, plaintive
cry of a loon across the lake, and I am conscious now of
the possibility that what I hear is from a different summer,
a different lake, but it seems to belong here, too. I know
that there was no talking:  our parents had a way of
discouraging the traffic of words with a nod of the head
and a smile that encouraged our best listening.

Then there were streaks of light across the sky, and reflected
on the water. A new word entered my vocabulary when
my father uttered what I believe was the only word said
all night:    “Perseids”. I don’t know how many meteors
we saw, or for how many hours I sat, fairly mesmerized.
At one point I was frightened by one fireball that left a
lingering trace on the sky, but the normal pace of the
meteor shower resumed, as if to reassure me.

Nearly twenty-five years ago, Ina and I were lying on our
backs on in the middle of North 14, with daughters Mara
and Lisa between us and a blanket pulled over the four of
us. * The hot chocolate was from a Thermos bottle, and
the lake was notably absent as I reprised the Perseids in
dry New Mexico. Mara’s sons Aódan and Xander are now
only a few years from their initiation, and I believe their
mother considers this rite one of the more fundamental
acts of parenting.

II. “Night sky consciousness”:  it is something that either
accompanies or precedes an appreciation of Astronomy.
There will be a clear sky tonight at GNTO as we gather for
the celebration of the 10th anniversary of its dedication.
This is a “homecoming” in the truest sense, as we welcome
back members whose gifts were the vision to see an
observatory where others saw a mesa and the perseverance
and spirit of sacrifice to ensure a legacy that continues to
inspire and teach us. TAAS is a real community to the
extent that we remain mindful of our past. The fact that
we have the bricks, mortar, concrete and shingles in one
place is evidence of a desire to share our own consciousness
of the night sky with others. School star parties, dark sky
conferences, general meetings and Friday nights at UNM
Observatory are the less tangible but no less important
outgrowths of this same TAAS spirit. Tonight there will
be a few Perseids as well. As we mark ten years in the life
of this organization, I will reflect on August evenings

spanning nearly half a century. Cycles within cycles, just
the sort of phenomena that Astronomy teaches us to watch
for.

III. There are people in the TAAS today who will be looked
back on ten (or any number) years from now for the level
of hard work, brilliance, commitment and vision that they
bring to the task of making this organization a great one
to be a part of. Of the several dozen names that spring to
mind, it is our Board of Directors who are quite
conspicuous in their willingness to undertake a
disproportionate share of the work that makes such a
difference. Karen has ensured that all of our General
Meetings are smooth functioning, joyous and memorable
occasions. A Dark Sky Conference and all of the contacts
she has nurtured and articles she has written as our
publicist testify to her great energy and dedication. As
Treasurer, Dave Brown keeps the beans in tidy rows and
handles the vast amount of work of keeping membership,
subscriptions and accounts all up to date. David Blair is
more than a keeper of accurate Minutes:  From The Foothills
of Space is a great collaboration with Lodestar, and perhaps
the beginning of a tradition. The mission of GNTO Director
calls for greatest stamina and ability to bring people
together to work cohesively and play agreeably together:
Pete does this with style, even as he write dozens of e-
messages for us all and keeps our server humming. Larry
is in on all of the work and planning. We have him to thank
for the fact that our road to GNTO is a smooth one.

Neil heads up the important Membership Committee, and
is ever sensitive to what people are hoping to gain from
their TAAS affiliation. Judy’s persuasive skills,
organizational ability and energy have made school star
parties events that more of us want to be a part of, and
schools are enlisting our efforts in record numbers. We
have Eric, Barry and Chris to thank for an “embarrassment
of riches”.  With the grants they have secured, it is seldom
the case that anyone needs to interrupt our deliberations
to ask, “Can we afford it?” Dan is the editor’s Editor. Each
of us hold a Sidereal Times each month that we are proud
to show off to colleagues due to his willingness to dedicate
the weekend of the new moon to putting the new edition
together.

There is with any great committee a gestalt, a whole that
does not equal the sum of its parts. So it is with our Board.
There is a quality of relaxed trust in one another that makes
meetings less than fearsome, the time “almost fleeting”,
and the level of creative energy (even at 9:00 o’clock on a
Thursday night!) absolutely astonishing. For all of this I
am most grateful:  I feel most honored to be able to work
with such people as these.

 * This writer is quite certain that this is no longer a safe
practice (if it ever was), and assumes no responsibility
should any reader attempt such foolhardy behavior!
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TAAS General Meeting News
Karen Keese

August 24, 2002
General Meeting

On Saturday, August 24, we are very
pleased to present someone who has
not graced our assemblage for a
number of years:  Dr. Rhian Jones,
Curator of UNM’s Institute of
Meteoritics. The erudite Dr. Jones will
be speaking on “Meteorites, Asteroids,
Planets and the Origin of the Solar
System”. She will present an overview
of meteorites, showing the different
kinds of material (stones, irons), where
they come from, what we can learn
from them, and how to identify them.
Meteorite samples from the Institute’s
collection will be on display.
As Dr. Jones says: “Meteorites
fascinate and amaze us, because they
are such exotic pieces of rock from
remote worlds that mankind has
never visited. These rocks from space
not only provide us with samples of
other parts of the solar system that
exist today (asteroids, the Moon and
Mars), but also give us glimpses into
how the solar system formed, over 4.5
billion years ago.”
Born in Great Britain, Dr. Jones has a
B.A. in Chemistry from Oxford and a
PhD in Geology from the University
of Manchester. She has been with the
Institute of Meteoritics since 1987.
Following is the scheduled line-up of
speakers for the remainder of 2002.
Please join us!

September 21   Neb Duric, UNM
Physics & Astronomy, on cosmic rays
and SETI (at Lodestar).

October 26  Ken Frazier, The
Skeptical Inquirer, on debunking
pseudoscience.

November 23   Paul Krehbiel,
Langmuir Laboratory for
Atmospheric Research, on lightning.

The General Meetings start at 7:00 PM,
and except for September 21, will be
held at Regener Hall, located on
UNM’s Main Campus, west of
Popejoy Hall. We welcome any
contributions of baked goods for the
social hour—keep those cookies and
brownies coming! For more
information, contact Karen Keese at
pr@taas.org or 261-0040.

Highlights of the July 27
General Meeting

Wrist-Powered Tracking
and Other Imaging Adventures

David Nelson Blair—aside from being
the current Secretary and past
president of our Society; an
accomplished technical writer, book
author, and photographer; and a
relentless asteroid hunter—is a 21st-
century Victorian. What I mean by this
is that he has the nuts-and-bolts know-
how of a modern man who makes his
living in a high-tech environment, yet
the genteel sensitivity of someone
from the turn of the century (the 19th

one, that is). This happy combination
of technical expertise and refined
sensibility were on display for us at
the July meeting as David shared
selections from his amateur
photographic efforts of some thirty
years.

From his first photo session with his
father in 1967 to very recent images
taken at GNTO, David has explored
that place where art and science
intersect so magnificently—
astrophotography. Ignoring the
advent of digital imaging in favor of
his beloved film, David continues to
this day to use a set of original camera
lenses he has had since childhood.

David displayed for us his set-up:
35mm camera and telescope mounted
on a “tracking” platform and tripod.
David actually tracks manually
during his lengthy exposures, hence
the use of the term “wrist-powered
tracking” His spotting/tracking
telescope is an old Tasco, acquired for
$35 in 1965 when his twin interests in
photography and astronomy were
both awakening, and given a more
recent facelift with a distinctive sky-
blue coating.

To achieve his remarkable photos,
David first aligns his mount with the
north celestial pole, then centers a
bright or somewhat bright “guide
star” on an illuminated reticle in his
eyepiece, keeping the guide star in
that position as he deftly moves the
platform manually during his
exposures. The result: streak-free stars!

David relies on the kindness of
strangers and friends—“volunteers”
as he wryly and somewhat
inaccurately calls them—to assist him
with exposures. Timekeepers and
shutter engager/releasers, it seems,
are particularly sought after at GNTO
observing events. David calls the
experience of making these manually-
tracked exposures “both agonizing
and thrilling”. He likens
astrophotography to a “dance”, with
the partners in that dance, the mount
and the earth, both spinning on axes.
Keeping them on parallel axes is the
challenge and the art.

David began his slide show with a
retrospective of exploratory stationary
shots taken in his youth: exploding
fireworks, a fisheye shot of his
bedroom through a Christmas
ornament, a landscape captured
without a lens through a pinhole in a
winebottle cap, and his now-famous
Moon Landing photographs shot off
his black and white television. David
grew up in Ohio, and as his interest in
the sky developed, he began shooting
off of a pier on Lake Erie, very near
his house. He favored shooting the
northern sky because that was actually
the darkest direction, looking over 40
miles of lake toward Canada. His early
efforts included sun shots, Jupiter
with its four Galilean moons, and the
1970 Comet Bennett rising over
Cleveland and Lake Erie.

We were then treated to some of
David’s tracked shots. These included
Hale Bopp as seen from Pennsylvania,
Mars in the Beehive, and the Pleaides.
David concluded his program with a
visual feast of images taken at
GNTO—a testament to what a
talented astrophotographer can do
with a really dark sky. These photos
were stunning in their richness of
detail. My two favorites were Orion
with Barnard’s Loop and the Rosette
Nebula both visible, and the final
showstopper—looking toward the
glowing center of the galaxy in
Sagittarius, with the light from many
Messiers and the faint skyglow from
a town both visible. The celestial and
the terrestrial, and we, this
photograph seemed to say, dance
somewhere in between.

David, some day you may need to
give up your day job.
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• TAAS General
    Mtg, 7 P.M.
    Lodestar
    Planetarium

September 2002
SUN MON WED THU FRI SATTUE

Astronomical Events
also some astrological and religious ones!

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

•  GNTO-CTC • GNTO

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• Oak Flat• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

• The Sidereal Times

   Deadline

• Placitas
     Star Party

• Dark Sky
    Conference

• TAAS-Table
   @ Lodestar

9/1 05:40/18:36
9/15 05:50/18:16
9/30 06:01/17:55

Sunrise/Sunset Planet Rise / Set (9/15/2002)
Mercury 07:33/18:50 Saturn 23:13/13:28
Venus 09:21/19:47 Uranus 17:03/03:50
Mars 04:50/16:10 Neptune 15:59/02:19
Jupiter 02:19/17:55 Pluto 12:01/22:54

• First Quarter
   @ 12:08

•New Moon
   @21:10

• Full Moon
   @ 07:59

• Last Quarter
   @ 13:02

• Fall
   or Autumnal
   Equinox @ 22:56

• September 7    Rosh Hashanah, first
day of the Jewish year 5763 A.M.  The
Jewish day actually begins at the
previous sunset.  This is the sunset of
the young Moon’s appearance closest
to the autumn equinox.  In this case
the refined calculation established by
Hillel II in 363 A.D. results in a date
one day too early.

• September 9    The lunar crescent
forms the top of a large triangle with
Venus and Spica at dusk.

• Friday the 13th - supposed to be very
unlucky because both the day and the
number are unlucky (though in South
America the unlucky day is Tuesday

and in Italy the unlucky number is 17).
Fridays-the-13th occur every year,
either once or twice (each in 42-44
years per century) or 3 times (14 or 15
years per century).

• September 21    The full Moon of
September is called the Fruit Moon.
As nearest (this year) to the Septembr
equinox, it is also the Harvest Moon.

• September 22    Fall or autumnal
equinox.  The sun, appearing to travel
along the ecliptic, reaches the point
where it crosses the equator into the
southern celestial hemisphere.

• Saturn starts rising before midnight
in September.  Jupiter rises about 3
hours after Saturn.  The largest planet
spends about the first ten days of the

month passing south only about 1°
from M44, the Beehive Cluster (this is
a sight better appreciated in
binoculars or rich-field telescope).

Astronomical Calendar 2002
Guy Ottewell
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Notes
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227)
GNTO = General Nathan Twining
Observatory - premium observing night.
GNTO-CTC = Must confirm with GNTO
Director - Pete Eschman ( gnto@taas.org, or
873-1517). Check TAAS-L listserv for
information
GNTO Training = GNTO observing and
training
UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org
ACSA = Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy for
information or visit www.taas.org and select
sidewalk astronomy
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-0549,
or atm@taas.org
PandA = UNM Physics and Astronomy.
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

TAAS  General  Meeting

August 24, Saturday,  2002
7P.M.

Regener Hall - UNM

Subject:
Meteorites, Asteroids,Planets

and the
Origin of the Solar System

Speaker:
Dr. Rhian Jones,

Curator of UNM’s Institute
of Meteoritics

October 2002

1 2 3 4 5

13 14 15 16 17  18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON WED THU FRI SAT

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

TUE

ATM Workshop
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making workshop
meets the first and third Wednesdays of
each month at Valley High School, 1505
Candelaria—the north side of Candelaria,
just west of 12th street.  The meetings begin
at 7 P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

•  GNTO-CTC • GNTO

• The Sidereal Times

   Deadline

•  Chaco
    Canyon

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• GNTO
    Equinox
    Picnic

• TAAS General
    Mtg, 7 P.M.

•New Moon
   @05:17

• Last Quarter
   @ 22:02

• Full Moon
   @ 01:21

• First Quarter
   @ 23:33

10/1         06:02/17:53
10/15 06:13/17:34
10/30 06:27/17:17

Sunrise/Sunset

Planet Rise / Set (10/15/2002)
Mercury 04:43/16:48 Saturn 21:18/11:33
Venus 08:19/18:06 Uranus 14:59/01:48
Mars 04:24/16:34 Neptune 14:00/12:20
Jupiter 00:45/14:28 Pluto 10:06/20:57

❖

❖

❖

❖
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
David  Blair

❖

❖
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Minutes of The Albuquerque
Astronomical Society Board of Directors
meeting, 25 July 2002, Physics and
Astronomy Building, The University of
New Mexico:

Vice President Karen Keese called to
order the Board of Directors at 7 P.M.
Attending members were the vice
president, Dave Brown (treasurer),
David Blair (secretary), Larry Cash,
Pete Eschman, Neil Goldburg, Dan
Richey, Barry Spletzer, and Judy
Stanley. Members Eric Bucheit and
Chris Wilson each attended a portion
of the meeting. Absent was Ray
Collins (president). Society member
Barry Gordon and Gordon Pegue was
also present.
Minutes of the 27 June meeting were
accepted without amendment.

Treasurer’s Report

Dave reported checking account funds
at $12,824.59,  up 866.32 from last
month, savings account funds,
1,208.95, up 0.10; total funds,
14,033.54, up 866.42.
Fund totals: General, $2,931.39;
Observatory, 8,620.15; Education,
1,655.65; Explorer, 66.99; Dark Sky,
259.36; Broline, 500.00
Major revenues included
memberships, $440.00; donations,
737.57; Chaco receipts, 2000.00
Major expenses: newsletter $374.93;
Chaco payment $1,500; bulk mail,
100.00; phone start-up, $125.92; GNTO
scope expenses, 191.00.
The Board discussed membership vis-
à-vis budget variances. Dave noted
that membership has historically been
cyclical and that recent membership
lapses have tended to be those who
have been members for one or two
years. Further membership discussion
was deferred to the membership
committee report.

Committees

Education:   Judy noted that requests
for star parties were coming in.
Discussion covered tentative plans for
a Valencia Campus party, the level of
the majority of star parties
(elementary vs. middle or high
school), and the timing of school start
parties on Tuesdays nearest the full
moon.
Judy also noted that she is
discontinuing kids activities that had
been tried in the hall outside the
General Meetings.
GNTO: Pete reported pier
modifications and thanked Barry
Spletzer for his work in that area.
He scheduled a work party to make
the observatory presentable prior to
the August 10 tenth anniversary
observance.
He noted that $2,768 had been raised
toward the Sefick equipment
purchase, leaving $1,232 to be paid.
He also noted the success of the July
13 observing night, which drew more
than thirty observers to the field at
GNTO.
Membership:  Neil stressed the need
to correspond with lapsed members,
noting he would survey those whose
memberships lapsed in April.
Karen suggested that TAAS appeal for
support of programs from members
who did not plan to be active.
Grants:  Barry noted the success of
recent grant-writing efforts, and called
for ideas for projects that might be
supported by grants.

Prospect

Karen said that TAAS members have
responded favorably to programs
presented by other members and to
slide presentations. She scheduled
David Nelson Blair, TAAS secretary
and former TAAS president, to speak
on astrophotography for the July 27
General Meeting.
General Meeting speakers have been

set for the remainder of the year, and
Karen is putting out feelers for next
year. Neil suggested Harvard faculty
member Sarah Scheckner, whom he
met in Cambridge on a recent trip and
who presides over a collection of
astrolabes and sundials.

Dark Sky Conference

Karen reported that Dane Smith Hall
at the University of New Mexico has
been selected for the Dark Sky
Conference set for September 28.
She has assembled an invitation list of
600 names and counting.

La Semilla

David has set August 28-30,
September 1-5, and September 8-10 as
windows of opportunity for a sky-
assessment visit to the La Semilla site
south of Albuquerque. A group of
Board members will visit the site on a
night when seeing is especially
favorable.

Astronomical League

Gordon requested that the Board
postpone its consideration of
Astronomical League membership
until next meeting due to unresolved
issues involving the League’s
insurance program.

Campbell Corporation

Pete reported that Campbell
Corporation had received approval
from Valencia County to develop 5,000
acres about 10 miles north of GNTO.
He noted that Campbell had at one
time discussed land donation to the
Society.
Karen said she would press Ray to set
a meeting with Campbell.
The Board adjourned at 9:01 P.M.
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Astro-Images
of New Mexico
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The Lodestar Astronomy Center and

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

invite amateurs and professionals alike

to submit their work for an exhibition

of celestial images created in New Mexico.
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Astro-Images of New Mexico
ENTRY FORM

Please complete both sides and attach to the

back of each entry • You may duplicate the form.

Name ________________________________

Address ______________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________

Phone ________________________________

Category:

Youth Land and Sky Film or Plate

Digital Master

Where and when was the image captured?

Describe equipment and imaging technique—for

example, focal ratio, length of exposure.

Describe the subject of the image as specifically

as possible.

Up to fifty works will be selected for display at the

Lodestar Center for approximately two months be-

ginning September 21. Outstanding work in each of

five categories will be recognized.

General Rules

1. Images will be selected for their ability to portray

the beauty of objects beyond the earth and,

secondly, for technical and scientific merit.

2. Entrants must submit only their own work. The

work may have been created at any time in the

lifetime of the entrant.

3. Images must have been created in New Mexico.

Visitors as well as residents are welcome to

submit.

4. Images may not be composites or collages.

Multiple exposures of the same film or plate, or

the combination of CCD/digital images are

permissible provided the camera remained

stationary or tracked an identifiable frame of

reference. Its focal length must remain constant.

5. Post-exposure enhancement is limited to dodg-

ing, burning, and the adjustment of levels,

contrast, and brightness—all performed by

darkroom or electronic means. A film or plate

image may be scanned and adjusted electroni-

cally.

6. Entrants may submit up to 3 entries, no more

than two in any category.

Amateur Categories

Youth: Film, plate, CCD/digital. Amateur. Open to

entrants born on or after January 1, 1986.

Land and Sky: Film, plate, CCD or other digital

camera. Photographs must juxtapose a feature of

New Mexico with a celestial feature. The

terrestrial feature may be a person, place, or

thing; artificial or natural; the “land” feature may

even be atmospheric.

Film or plate: Any celestial image captured on

film or plate.

Digital: Any celestial image captured by CCD or

other digital camera.

Professional/Amateur Category

Master: Any means of  imaging including radio.

Images may be the product of professional

research facilities in New Mexico.

Format of Entries

1. Entries must be matted behind one 11- by 14-

inch white mat board. The long dimension of the

visible image shall be between 6 and 12 inches.

The short dimension shall be between 4 and 9

inches.

2. Each entry must accompanied by a complete

entry from. The form may be duplicated.

3. Entries must be mailed or delivered by August

21, 2002, to David Beining, Director, Lodestar

Astronomy Center, 1801 Mountain Road NW,

Albuquerque NM 87104. Entries delivered in

person may be left at the security desk of the

New Mexico Museum of Natural History.

4. Return postage should accompany all entries.

Judging

Entries will be judged blindly by a panel of five

judges, to be announced at the contest website.

Decisions of the judges will be final.

www.taas.org/astroimages.html

www.lodestar.unm.edu
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GNTO News & Views
Peter Eschman

We had a great set of GNTO training
sessions on July 13th, with instruction
on all three levels of equipment use.
We counted 16 telescopes and over 30
people at the observatory for this
Saturday event.  Good observing
conditions lasted well into the night,
and everyone seemed to have a great
time.   Our next GNTO training date
is August 31st, so be sure to mark this
date on your calendar, since we only
have training sessions about once
every two months.

Larry Cash, Mark Kroska, and Judy
Stanley attended the July 18th GNTO
committee meeting.  Our meeting
started with a discussion of
improvements at the observatory.
Dale Murray has installed a good
quality 2” focuser on the Meade 16”
telescope, and Dale and Gordon
Pegue were able to rebuild the mirror
cell so the primary mirror is much
easier to collimate.  Dale is proceeding
with other enhancements to make the
scope more portable and easier to
point.  We plan to install encoders and
a guide computer at a later date.

We discussed the need for a new lock
box to hold our new Celestron C-11
optical tube and Losmandy goto
mount.  We are planning to locate the
metal box on the south wall, above the
counter in the computer room in the
main dome building.  TAAS member
Jim Cox has agreed to build a lock box
for us.  Jim’s business name is Artistry
of Iron, and we sure appreciate his
generous help.  We will be planning
the box’s  final size and location in the
near future.

I reported that we had received the
new Losmandy dovetail plate and
saddle hardware, which will allow us
to use either the Astrophysics 6” or the
Celestron C-11 tube on the new
Losmandy mount or the older
Astrophysics mount.  Barry Spetzer
has completed installation of the new
parts on the Astrophysics mount, so
we now have interchangeable

equipment.  In addition to the ability
to swap optical tubes, we can use
either mount on the pier or field
tripod.

The fund raising drive for the C-11 and
Losmandy equipment is well under
way. We have collected donations
totaling $2904.  This amount includes
donations from general meetings of
$115 on June 1st, $153 on June 29th, and
$136 on July 27th as well as $500 from
the Intel grant.  We need to raise $1096
more to pay off the equipment.  Please
consider contributing toward the
purchase of this equipment, which
will be a wonderful addition to your
observatory!

Final meeting topics included review
of maintenance needs at the
observatory, and cleanup needed to
get ready for upcoming events.  We
scheduled some work dates to get
these tasks completed and wound up
our meeting by planning for future
events at GNTO.

Larry Cash and I went down to GNTO
on Sunday July 28th to get a start on
some of the needed maintenance.  We
worked on modifications to the main
gate, so the lock would be easier to
operate.  Part of this upgrade was
installation of a conventional hasp for
the lock.  We then replaced the old
blades on the road dragger with some
surplus road grader blades Larry had
found at a local equipment yard.  Once
we had the new hardened steel blades
installed, we took a run up and down
the lower section of Twining Lane.
The newly modified road dragger
does a great job, so the road will be
much easier to maintain.  We also did
some weeding to clean up the
observing field.

I met Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Carl
Frisch, Mark Kroska, and Dale Murray
at GNTO on Saturday August 3rd. We
took advantage of the opportunity to
get our observatory facility ready for
our 10th Anniversary event.  We

focused our efforts on repairs to the
dome roof deck and adjustments to
the dome rollers, to help the dome
turn more freely.  We made more
improvements to the main gate,
finished additional weeding, cleaned
up the picnic area, and added some
additional steel channel cutting
surfaces to the road dragger.  Larry
tested the road dragger improvements
by making two passes to smooth the
lower part of Twining Lane.  Dale
completed a few more modifications
to the Meade 16”, including
installation of Ebony Star Formica on
the altitude bearings.  The
improvement made a huge difference
in the movement of the scope.  Thanks
Dale, and thanks to all who helped
with these work sessions!

The next events at GNTO are the
August 31st training sessions,
followed by September 6th (a Friday
Call to Confirm) and September 7th

observing.  The weekend of
September 6-7th is a new moon
weekend, so viewing conditions
should be great.  Please mark your
calendar for these events.  There are
several excellent general-purpose
telescopes for you to use at GNTO, so
don’t feel you need to have your own
equipment in order to have fun at our
observatory.

If the road is muddy, please use the
turnouts to go around the muddy
areas, this will save us from creating
ruts in the road that we will have to
drive over for some time to come.

GNTO committee meetings are open
to all interested TAAS members.  We
meet on Thursdays, one week before
the TAAS general meeting.  If you
have questions about access and
availability of GNTO, please contact
me (Pete Eschman, gnto@taas.org,
home phone: 873-1517, work phone:
277-0020.)   I hope to see you soon at
our observatory.
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UNM Report
Jay Harden, UNM Campus

Observatory coordinator
unm_coord@taas.org

TAAS Reports/Notices
❖

❖

Dave Brown, treasurer@taas.org

Monthly Membership Report
(July, 2002)

Membership Current Past Change
 Month    Month

Regular 209 214 -5
Family 61 65 -4
Educational 22 22 0
Total Paid 292 301 -9
Honorary 4 4 0
Complimentary 11 11 0
Total Members 307 316 -9

❖ ❖

❖ ❖

Donations to TAAS

TAAS General Fund: Robert
Williams, Carl Frisch, Karen Keese,
Paul Kandel, Ray Collins, Paulette
Christopher, Dave Brown.

TAAS GNTO for Sefick Equipment:
Nancy Davis, cash donations.

GNTO General Fund: Carl Frisch and
Karen Keese.

TAAS Education Fund: Kindercare.

❖ ❖

Astrophotography
Contest Announced

The LodeStar Astronomy Center and The
Albuquerque Astronomical Society
(TAAS) have announced their co-
sponsoring of an astrophotography
contest entitled “Astro-Images of New
Mexico: Portraits from the Foothills of
Space”. The contest invites amateurs and
professionals to submit their work for an
exhibition of celestial images created in
New Mexico.

Up to 50 works will be selected for display
at the LodeStar Center in Albuquerque
beginning September 21. The exhibition
will last approximately two months. In
addition, outstanding work in each of five
categories will be further recognized.

Images submitted for consideration must
have been created in New Mexico.  The
four amateur categories include:  Youth,
Land and Sky, Film or Plate, and Digital.
The fifth category, Master, may be entered
by amateurs or professionals, including
professional research facilities in New
Mexico.

Images chosen for exhibition and
recognition will be selected by blind
judging. The panel of five judges includes:
  •David Blair, author and technical writer.
Blair is secretary and past president of
TAAS. An amateur astronomer and
photographer, he first photographed the
stars in 1970.
  •John Fleck, science writer for the
Albuquerque Journal. Fleck has written
prolifically about all aspects of science,
from dinosaurs to black holes,
supercomputers to supernovae.
  •Laurel Ladwig, planetarium manager
for LodeStar. Ladwig has shared her love
of the night sky with kids and the public
since 1982 as a volunteer and staff member
in observatories and planetariums from
Texas to New Mexico.
  •Gordon Pegue, a building structural-
systems designer. Pegue is past treasurer
and past observatory director of TAAS. An
avid amateur astronomer since early
childhood, he has extensive knowledge of
thousands of celestial objects that may be
observed visually and imaged with film
and CCD technologies. He has
participated in CCD imaging at TAAS’s
observatory since 1995.

Membership  Services

• Membership Inquiries
• Events Information
• Volunteer Opportunities

PO Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM
87181-0581

Contact Neil Goldberg at

• Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/E-mail Changes

Contact Dave Brown at

membership@taas.org
505/798-1958

for:

for:

treasurer@taas.org
505/275-9126

❖ ❖

  •JohnSefick,astro-photographer. Sefick
has been a CCD imager for the last six
years, and his work has appeared in Sky
& Telescope and Astronomy magazines. He
is currently a manager at Chaco Canyon
Observatory.

Contest entries must be addressed to
David Beining, Director, LodeStar
Astronomy Center, 1801 Mountain Road
NW, Albuquerque NM 87104. They must
be postmarked or hand-delivered by
August 21, 2002. Hand-carried entries
may be delivered to the security desk at
the Museum of Natural History & Science,
1801 Mountain Road NW.

Contest rules, format requirements, and
entry applications are available at
www.lodestar.unm.edu/astrophoto.html
or www.taas.org., and on page 7 of this
newsletter.  For more information, contact
David Beining at 841-5985 or
dbeining@nmmnh.state.nm.us.

Karen Keese

Desert Sunset Star Party
May 1-4, 2003 at the Kartchner Cavern
State Park, Benson AZ. Hosted by
Chart Markers and More (Pat &
Arleen Heimann) and the Arizona
State Park Department.  Mark your
calendars and watch our website
http://chartmarker.tripod.com.
Currently looking for volunteers for:
•Evening talks – hour lectures.
•Afternoon presentations – 15-20 min.
•Afternoon demonstrations – to small
groups, possibly repeatable.
Provide a written title and
brief description. Email to
chartmarker@cox.net.
Deadline for submission, Sept. 30,
2002

12 July:  100% cloudy.  No viewers.
Docents: Mark, Becky & Jay.
19 July:  100% cloudy and sprinkles.
No docents came.
26 July:  100% cloudy.  We had 1
potential viewer.  Docents: Becky &
Jay.
2 Aug:  100% cloudy.  No docents
came.

I am tired of writing about clouds and
I suppose you are tired of reading
about them.  Maybe we  should
change the name of the society to The
Albuquerque Cloud Attractors.

❖

❖
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TAAS Reports/Notices cont.
Reach Out and Touch

Someone
Karen Keese

We have two golden opportunities for
club outreach looming on the horizon
in September. These are opportunities
to promote both TAAS and dark sky
preservation.

On Saturday evening, September 7,
we have been invited by the LodeStar
Astronomy Center to man an
information booth that will capture
visitors exiting from their evening
planetarium show. Our exhibit will
emphasize night sky protection
through appropriate lighting use.
LodeStar is celebrating Dark Sky
Preservation Month in September, and
September 7 will be the first night they
will be showing the IDA’s
planetarium production “Saving the
Night”. So, a good crowd is expected.

During the day on Saturday,
September 21, through a wonderful
new partnership with New Mexico
Game and Fish, we will “own” the
Audiovisual Room in the Natural
Resources Building, a high traffic area
at the State Fair. We will have the
opportunity to run videos and slide
shows, as well as have hands-on
activities if we desire. We will even be
permitted to do fundraising and/or
raffles at this event. And you know
what kind of crowds the State Fair
gets!

We need your help. We are looking for
volunteers to develop and pull
together exhibits and/or activities for
these outreach events, as well as to
take shifts manning these booths. You
will not be left alone; we will always
have at least two people “on duty”.
The LodeStar event is expected to last
a couple of hours in the evening. The
State Fair event will be an all-day
event, wrapping up around 5:00 PM
so that we may all attend the General
Meeting that evening.
These are excellent venues for us to get
the word out about TAAS, the
wonders of amateur astronomy, and
the threats to our precious night sky.
Please contact me at pr@taas.org or
261-0040 if you’d like to help.

New Mexico Heritage
Preservation Alliance

Julianne Fletcher

Gov. Gary Johnson has proclaimed
the evening of Aug. 12, 2002 as
“Dark Sky Appreciation Night,”
throughout the State of New
Mexico, and in doing so he said,
“[I] encourage citizens throughout
the State to turn out artificial lights,
go outside, and enjoy the blessings
of an unspoiled night sky.”

Johnson signed New Mexico’s
Dark Sky Protection Act in April
1999. The legislation seeks to
preserve New Mexicans’ view of
the night sky by cutting down on
glare from electric lights.
Professional astronomers and
amateur stargazers have mounted
a statewide effort to educate the
public about how light that shines
up into the sky is wasted energy, a
safety hazard and the cause of light
pollution. In addition to the state
law, municipalities including Santa
Fe, Las Cruces and Taos have
passed ordinances seeking to
control light pollution. Other
government entities such as Santa
Fe County, the subdivision of
Eldorado near Santa Fe and the
East Mountain area near
Albuquerque have guidelines to
cut down on glare. These
ordinances address light trespass,
where light shines not on the
roadways, parking lots and
sidewalks that it is intended to
illuminate, but into the sky, onto
neighbors’ property or into the
eyes of passing drivers. Light
pollution is the reason most city
residents in this country can no
longer see the stars.

The state’s first Dark Sky
Appreciation Night was
spearheaded by Eldorado resident
Sheila Sullivan and the New
Mexico Heritage Preservation
Alliance, an organization based in

Santa Fe. In addition to having the
governor’s support, the dark sky
movement is backed by various
government officials.  Joe Sovick,
Chief of Recreation and
Partnerships in the Santa Fe
National Park Service
headquarters, became interested in
curbing light pollution when he
was posted at Chaco Canyon. He
said that at the ruins of Pueblo
Bonito he experienced essentially
the same view of the night sky that
residents there did 900 years ago.
Sovick is proud that New Mexico
recognizes its dark night skies as a
natural and cultural resource and
has taken critical steps to preserve
our heritage. Pojoaque Pueblo
Lieutenant Governor George
Rivera said that “since we’re the
generation of development and
light” it’s important for us to
maintain the integrity of the dark
skies we have. “It’s important for
future generations to appreciate
what all these past generations
have been able to appreciate.”

David Beining, Director of the
LodeStar Astronomy Center in
Albuquerque said, “Our enchanted
night skies contain both our state’s
past and future, our culture,
education and industry.We need to
preserve the night sky to preserve
the cultures so tied to the stars.
Today, our state is home to world-
class observatories and related
industry that add millions of
dollars to the state economy. We
need to preserve the sky for that
industry as well as the tourism
business, which brings stargazers
by the thousands. But more
important, we need to preserve the
night sky for our future.”

For more information on the
movement to preserve New
Mexico’s dark night skies, call New
Mexico Heritage Preservation
Alliance at (505) 989-7745, or log on
to the International Dark Skies
Association website at
www.darksky.org.
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Classified Ads

❖❖        SOCIETY STAFF        ❖❖

President/ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) president@taas.org atm@taas.org
Vice President/Public Relations/Gen Mtg Coord Karen Keese 261-0040(C) vp@taas.org pr@taas.org
Secretary David Blair 296-9632(H) secretary@taas.org
Treasurer/Membership Services Dave Brown 275-9126(O) treasurer@taas.org
Director/Observatory Director Pete Eschman 873-1517 (H) gnto@taas.org
Director/Education Liaison Judy Stanley 838-2950 (H) education_coord@taas.org
Director/Membership Director Neil Goldberg 798-1958 (H) membership@taas.org
Director/Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) editor@taas.org
Director Eric Bucheit 771-9050 (H) Eric@taas.org
Director Larry Cash 299-4686 (H) Larry@taas.org
Director/Telescope Curator Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) Barry@taas.org telescope_loans@taas.org
Director Chris Wilson 821-1640 (H) Chris@taas.org

Board of Directors - board@taas.org Telephone E-mail Address

Events Coordinator Vacant events_coord@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H) librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) atm@taas.org
TAAS Web Master Sammy Lockwood 275-0258 (H) webmaster@taas.org
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) unm_coord@taas.org
Explorer Post 110 President Ted Schuler-Sandy 856-7450 (H) post110_pres@taas.org
Explorer Post 110 Advisor Mark Kroska 884-9108 (H) post110_advisor@taas.org

    Backyard Astronomy   Ryan Gray   856-2054 (H)         backyar@taas.org

❖

❖

FOR SALE:  Many(!) items of astro gear, in very good to
excellent condition.  NGT-18, Celestron C-11, Questar 3.5,
Takahashi FC-76.  Also many equatorial mounts,
accessories, binoculars, and much more.
 All are described on web site at:
http://astro-optics.home.att.net/

Free Telescope Offer

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems

arising from the use of TAAS scopes.

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

★★ ★★

★★

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE!

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope.

Contact Barry Spletzer at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 294-4601 and

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

FOR SALE:   We are hooked!!  Our
family is upgrading to a larger scope
and need to sell a Celestron SCT C-5+,
excellent condition, new in 1994,
second owner.  Extras include three
eyepieces (Meade 9mm and 25mm,
and Celestron Zoom 6.5mm to 18mm),
visual back, correcting diagonal Celestron case, dew cap,
wedge, tripod, red-dot finder, declination motor, hand
controller, and Celestron manual.  $500.00 Call 463-5277.

❖ ❖

Please note that the deadline for the October 2002 issue of The
Sidereal Times will be Friday, September 6th, as the finished
manuscript must be at the printers on Monday, September 9th
so that you will receive it by the following Saturday.  My e-mail
address is editor@taas.org.

Editor’s NoteFor details on events (including a handy event map sheet),
visit the Backyard Astronomy Website:
http://mywebpages.comcast.net/backyardastronomy

backyard@taas.org

Backyard

Astronomy

Ryan Gray
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a
membership application by sending
e-mail to membership@taas.org or calling
(505) 254-8227.  Applications may also be
downloaded from the Web site.  Annual
dues to The Albuquerque  Astronomical
Society are $30/year for a full
membership and $15/year for a full time
student (High School or less) membership.
Additional family members may join  for
$5/each (student and family
memberships are not eligible to vote on
society matters).  New member
information packets can be downloaded
from the website or requested from the
TAAS Membership Services Director at
membership@taas.org  You may send
your dues by mail to our newsletter return
address with your check written out to
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the
next meeting.
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and
Astronomy  as well as discounts on books
from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS
members through our society.  Include any
of the above magazine renewal mailers
and subscription payments as part of your

renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS
(we will combine and send one check to
the publisher). Warning: publishers take
several months to process magazine
subscriptions.
ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:
Articles, personal astronomical classified
advertisements and business card size
advertisements for businesses related to
astronomy must be submitted by the
deadline shown on the Society calendar
(generally the Saturday near the new
Moon)  Rates for commercial ads (per
issue) are $120 per page, $60 per half page,
$30 per quarter page, $7 for business card
size.  The newsletter editor reserves the
right to include and/or edit any article or
advertisement.   E-mail attachments in
Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino,
justified, no indent at paragraph
beginning, one  space  between
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF
are acceptable.  One column is
approximately 350 words.  Contact the
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for
more information.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result,
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded to
your new address should you move!!

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

Address Service Requested

Please provide the Treasurer
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new
mailing    address to ensure that you
receive your newsletter.
TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-2054
to check out a book or make a
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org
taas@www.taas.org
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