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Highlights of the June 1 General Meeting

Karen Keese

Saturn was the planet of the hour when we welcomed
Dr. Len Duda, a NASA/JPL Solar System Ambassador, to
the June 1 meeting. Dr. Duda certainly gave this Saturn
junkie a lot to chew on, and I trust that the large crowd of
meeting attendees went away with their interest in the
Cassini mission piqued. It will be hard to wait two more
years for Cassini’s rendezvous with the ringed wonder.
Dr. Duda presented a lot of information about Saturn, but
indicated that we actually have only a cursory
understanding of the Saturn system. Hopefully, Cassini
will change that and give us a sharper picture of Saturn
and its satellites (moons).
The Saturn system consists of the planet, rings A through
G, and satellites. Saturn is second only to Jupiter in number
of satellites, with 30 known satellites, some actually
embedded in the debris-filled rings. There are two famous
ring divisions that are visible in amateur-size telescopes
as dark lines and that are always a thrill to spot—the
Cassini Division and the Encke Division.
Saturn is nine times the diameter of Earth and 95 times
more massive than Earth. It completes one rotation in only
ten hours and 40 minutes. Because its rotation is so rapid,
the planet’s weather systems are confined to bands. Only
Neptune has faster winds; Saturn’s blow at up to 1,100
miles per hour!
Gas giant Saturn is composed of 94% hydrogen and 6%
helium, plus traces of ammonia, methane, propane, etc.
One of the great mysteries of Saturn is that it emits 79%
more energy than it receives from the Sun – where is it all
coming from?
Dr. Duda explained that the Cassini spacecraft is named
for Giovanni Cassini, a 17th century French Italian
astronomer who discovered four of its moons as well as
the aptly-named Cassini Division. It was launched from
Cape Canaveral in October 1997. During the following
three years Cassini played loop-the-loop, making two
orbits around Venus, one around Earth and another around
Jupiter to get a gravity-assist boost before continuing on
to Saturn.

The spacecraft is as tall as a two-story building, with a 13-
foot diameter antenna. Cassini, with 12 scientific
instruments on board, is equipped for spectroscopy and
imaging. We don’t have detailed photos of Saturn because

the Voyager missions just flew by and caught mostly
blurred photos. The Cassini mission should correct that
deficiency. Microwave remote sensing will hopefully give
us detailed images of the surface topography.
In its critical final approach to Saturn, Cassini’s main
engine is set to burn for 90 minutes in order to slow the
craft down enough to be captured by Saturn’s gravity. Its
closest approach to Saturn will be when it first arrives at
the planet.
Cassini will be in orbit around Saturn for 4 years. The
science objectives of the mission involve study of Saturn,
its rings, its satellites, and the planet’s magnetosphere.
Sometimes flying between the rings, Cassini will
investigate such curiosities as the Lagrangian satellites
(those that move in identical stable orbits behind one
another); shepherd satellites that actually constrain the
edges of rings; Mimas, a satellite with an enormous crater
from an impact that is believed to have almost split the

Continued on Page 3
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President’s Message
Ray Collins

❖
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An Astronomy teacher and TAAS Officer is advised to
observe the change of seasons in an orthodox, altogether
astronomically correct, way. So ... know ye by these
presents that Summer will begin at 13:22 (UT) on June 21st.
As for myself, I have been enjoying summer for several
weeks now; I am bound less by the precision of celestial
mechanics than I am by the spirit of the season, expressed
so eloquently by the Jamies in their enduring 1958 hit (or
hymn), Summertime:

Well shut them books and throw ‘em away
And say goodbye to dull school days
Look alive and change your ways
It’s summertime...

Well I’m so happy that I could flip
Oh how I’d love to take a trip
I’m sorry teacher but zip your lip
Because it’s summertime

The chorus achieves a lighter tone altogether, its melodic
intricacy contrasting with the somewhat simpler lyrics:

It’s summertime summertime sum sum
             summertime

Summertime summertime sum sum summertime
Summertime summertime sum sum summertime
Summertime summertime sum sum summertime
summertime...

There were several decades when I was a real wage earner
– neither a student nor a teacher – and was prevented from
spending three lovely months pursuing the goal of
absolute indolence. How I would weep when the Jamies
intoned from my car radio (perhaps even on my way to
work!):

Well we’ll go swimmin’ every day
No time to work just time to play
If your folks complain just say,
It’s summertime

This may be a sufficiently trivial introduction to the subject
of TAAS Fun. I find it at every turn, in every season, but
the past month has provided such clear examples.

On Saturday, June 1st, Pete Eschman invited all interested
TAAS members to join him on the Bounding Main (just
off Tingley Beach) for an afternoon of sailing. He and other
members of the Duke City Model Yacht allowed us to take
(radio) control of their sailboats. What fun, even in the race
when I entered a fog bank (personal) on my way to the
weather mark and Donna Brown won by a country mile!
And all I ask is a tall ship, and a star to steer her by. (Aside:  I
find it curious that TAAS is a haven for so many landlocked
sailors. Like Odysseus, I made my way inland carrying an
oar until a boy asked me what it was. Perhaps that
impertinent Albuquerque youth was the first not to heed
the traditional warning not to talk to strangers. Strangers
carrying oars are surely an especially dangerous lot.)

Our June meeting that same evening was exceptional, as
we recognized some thirty docents who bring the joy and

wonder of astronomy to schoolyards from Belen to
Bernalillo. Len Duda presented NASA’s Cassini Mission,
authoritatively and delightfully. It seems to me that the
social hour continued a recent trend of more animated,
more spontaneous socializing. Notwithstanding our
somewhat analytical proclivities and introspective natures,
we do allow ourselves to have fun together at meetings!

Our weekend at Chaco Canyon was fabulous, the
accommodations first class. Host G. B. Cornucopia treated
the multitude to a sumptuous Saturday night dinner of
Navajo tacos. Host John Sefick presented some of his
astrophotography, many of objects in the southern sky
taken while John was in Australia. Together, G.B. and John
brought the winds to a halt, and all assembled enjoyed
viewing an unsurpassed dark sky. Judy Stanley’s daughter
Sally taught us a new asterism, the Eiffel Tower, while
Scorpius swept Fajada Butte with its tail and the teapot
steamed away. I am haunted still by the sights of M51 and
Omega Centauri, the clearest and brightest I have seen.
Ah, but there was so much laughter, so much good
conversation, to accompany the viewing. (I loved Mickey
Bock’s complaining about all the “extra stars”:  the
keystone in Hercules is so much clearer from Albuquerque!
But we persevered, and discovered M13 right where we
left it.

Five minutes from my house, the UNM Observatory on
Friday nights is always an uplift. I can stand in the
background and listen as (among many others) Mark
Kroska, Gordon Pegue and Jay Harden answer each
question with patience and authority. I marvel that these
natural teachers can hear the same question three times in
as many minutes, and each time pause, consider the needs
of the questioner, and produce the most insightful answer,
and seem never to have considered the question before!

Brock Parker was there, at UNM, to give the public a close-
up of the partial, annular solar eclipse last Monday, while
a number of us were assembled at Neil and Joan
Goldberg’s to do much the same.

It has been quite a month, and I am so grateful for the
many people who make the art of friendship so much a
part of the TAAS experience for so many. (In another
Message I will write about the hard work of our Board of
Directors, who take on so much more than seems possible,
and do it all with such grace, flare and brilliance.) But this
edition was to concern itself with Fun – TAAS-style. I am
having fun, and so ... Thank you Pete. Thank you Judy
and Karen. Thank you G.B. and John. Thank you Mickey
and Judy. Thank you Mark, Gordon and Jay. Thank you
Brock, Neil and Joan, Sammy and Barry S. And I’ll thank
you all not to ask me for a physics lecture concerning the
myriad projected, reversed images of the setting eclipsed
sun, shining through the leaves of a tree onto the wall of a
building. It’s summertime summertime sum sum
summertime, No time to work, just time to play! I see no
clouds over the Manzanos, and I expect we’ll all have fun
– also TAAS-style – this evening at Oak Flats.
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TAAS General Meeting News
Karen Keese

Supernova Pictograph

Pueblo Bonito as it
might have been

moon in two; satellite Hyperion with
its chaotic rotation due to the
gravitational influence of Titan; and
satellite Enceladus which may be
erupting and ejecting ice into the rings.
A very important component of the
mission will be study of the largest
moon Titan. During its first seven
months in orbit around Saturn,
Cassini will do three fly-bys of Titan
to take measurements for descent and
landing in preparation for a probe
launch.
Huygens (pronounced HOY ghenz),
an atmospheric probe with six
scientific instruments on board, will
be released on Christmas Day 2004
and will enter Titan’s atmosphere on
January 14, 2005. After a parachute-
assisted landing, Huygens will study
the clouds and winds of Titan, as well
as the chemical composition of Titan’s
atmosphere; look for lightning
discharges; and measure physical
properties of the surface. But this
probing of Titan will be a race against
time. Titan’s cold surface temperature
of minus 288 degrees Fahrenheit will
limit the useful life of the probe’s
batteries to approximately three
hours.
Why the special interest in Titan? Well,
Titan, by satellite standards, is huge,
having a larger diameter than either
Mercury or Pluto. In addition, it is the
only moon in the solar system with a
thick atmosphere, one that is ten times
thicker than Earth’s and nitrogen-rich.
If you would like more information
about the Cassini mission, check out
the website http://
pages.prodigy.net/leduda. Many
thanks to Dr. Duda for a fascinating
presentation and a taste of what’s to
come in 2004.

Cassini Mission continued

General Meeting
June 29, 2002

Dave Finley
Public Information Officer
National Radio Astronomy
Observatory/Very Large Array

A great blend of new members and old
made the journey out to Chaco for the
June 8 star party. Some of us will never
be quite the same. (Some of our
vehicles will never be quite the same
either. And you thought driving
Twining was an adventure!)

We enjoyed a marvelous dinner of
Navajo Tacos, generously prepared
and served by Park employees. These
were freshly baked, piping hot pieces
of Navajo fry bread heaped high with
beans, tomatoes, onions, cheese,
lettuce, sour cream and salsa. Delish.
Numerous visitors joined TAAS
members and Chaco staff at the
outdoor amphitheatre for
introductory remarks by our host, G.B.
Cornucopia, and a planetary game
show conducted by Chaco volunteers.
Several lucky audience members took
home some great prizes.

Our host G.B. Cornucopia must know
some old Chacoan magic, because at
sunset a sprinkling of stubborn clouds
turned tail and ran for the horizon and
a pesky wind followed suit. Then the
big guns went up, including a 24” Dob
manned by Jeff from the El Valle
Astronomers out of Taos. Jeff was
accompanied by the ebullient (and
legendary) Lee Mesibov, formerly an
active TAAS member prior to his
move up north.

Park visitors helped themselves to
great views of the sky through a
variety of scopes, as well as another
awesome slide show with excellent
cosmological commentary by John
Sefick. The dome of the Chaco
Observatory could also be heard
rotating late into the evening. After the

visitors had their fill and retired, the
amateurs settled in for a superb night
of observing. The sky was
spectacularly transparent (as
advertised) and the Milky Way was
gorgeously detailed as it swept
towards the Teapot and Scorpius.
I enjoyed globular clusters M13 and
M5 and comet Ikeya Zhang in Gordon
Pegue’s 20” scope, and Alejandra
Valderrama and I admired the buried
treasure of a topaz-colored star we just
stumbled upon in the Milky Way. The
Swan has never looked better to me
than it did in Larry Cash’s 16”; she
looked positively regal. I think it may
have been the result of the perfect
scope/eyepiece combination, with
Larry using his 16mm Nagler. I now
have a full-fledged case of eyepiece
envy. Better lock it up, Larry. We also
looked at one of Larry’s faves—the
Owl Cluster in Cassiopeia.

Jeff’s 24” provided a terrific view of
the Cat’s Eye Nebula, an eerie
greenish blob with a central star, as
well as the most eye-popping Ring
Nebula I have ever seen. It was so big
and bright, I nearly fell off the ladder.
I was amazed at the nebulosity that
filled the center of the ring—I had
never been able to resolve that before.
Yes, the donut has a filling. Jody
Forster and I challenged one another
to spot the central star in the Ring;
Jody was successful but drat, it still
eludes me.

Just before packing it in for the night,
we nabbed M31 and the Double
Cluster as they rose above the mesa
top, using Jody’s binoculars. Oh, what
a night.

You Could See Forever
Karen Keese
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The 13 Commandments
for Amateur Astronomers

July 2002

1 2 3 4 5 6

14 15 16 17 18  19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

SUN MON WED THU FRI SAT

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

TUE

•  GNTO-CTC • GNTO

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS
    CANCELLED

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• TAAS
General

    Mtg, 7 P.M.
    Regener Hall

¥ The Sidereal Times

   Deadline

• GNTO
   Training

7/1 04:58/19:26
7/15 05:05/19:23
7/31 05:16/19:12

Sunrise/Sunset

Planet Rise / Set (7/15/2002)
Mercury 04:26/18:54 Saturn 02:53/17:12
Venus 08:26/21:36 Uranus 21:13/08:05
Mars 05:40/19:53 Neptune 20:11/06:30
Jupiter 05:19/19:33 Pluto 16:05/03:00

• Last Quarter
   @ 11:21

• Full Moon
   @ 03:07

•New Moon
   @ 04:26

• First Quarter
   @ 22:47

❖

❖

❖

❖

Thou shalt not read “Astronomy” or
“Sky & Telescope” on company time,
for thine employer makes it possible
to continue thine astronomical hobby;
Thou shalt not have less than two
telescopes so as to keep thy spouse
interested when the same
accompanies thee under the night sky
or on eclipse expeditions to strange
lands where exotic wild animals doth
roam freely;
Thou shalt not allow either thy sons
or thy daughters to get married during
the Holy Days of New Moon;

Thou shalt not reveal to thy spouse
the true cost of thy telescope
collection; only the individual
components, and that shall be done
with great infrequency;
Thou shalt not buy thy spouse any
lenses, filters, dew shields, maps,
charts, or any other necessities for
Christmas, anniversaries, or birthdays
unless thy spouse needs them for their
own telescope;
Thou shalt not deceive thy spouse into
thinking that ye are taking them for a
romantic Saturday night drive when
indeed thou art heading for a dark sky
site;
Thou shalt not store thy telescope in
thy living room, dining room, or
bedroom, lest thou be sleeping with it
full time;

Verily, observe not through thy
neighbor ’s Astro-Physics or
Takahashi, lest thee be utterly
consumed by the lust of apo-fever, and
thy brain and thy bank account shall
shrivel and wither like branches in a
flame;
Verily, observe not through thy
neighbor’s Dob of Goliath, lest thee be
lain bare to the fires of aperture-fever,
and thy sanity, thy sacroiliac and thy
life savings be crushed as ye grapes
of wrath;
Thou shalt not connect thy telescope
to thy computer, thus merging thine
hobbies and destroying thine ability
to move, yea even to hop from star to
star, thus inculcating in thine own self
the inabilty to leave thine dome at
home.

Astronomical Society of New South Wales
Web Site

surfed by Shannon Mann
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Notes
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical
Society
GNTO = General Nathan Twining
Observatory - premium observing night.
GNTO-CTC = Must confirm with GNTO
Director - Pete Eschman ( gnto@taas.org, or
873-1517). Check TAAS-L listserv for
information
GNTO Training = GNTO observing and
training
UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @296-
0549, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org
ACSA = Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy for
information or visit www.taas.org and select
sidewalk astronomy
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-0549,
or atm@taas.org
PandA = UNM Physics and Astronomy.
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

TAAS
General Meeting

Saturday, June 29, 2002   7P.M.
Regener Hall - UNM

Subject:
NRAO Very Large Array

Speaker:
Dave Finley

Public Information Officer
National Radio Astronomy

Observatory
Very Large Array

❖ ❖

August 2002

1 2 3

11 12 13 14 15   16  17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON WED THU FRI SAT

4 5 6 7 8  9  10

TUE

ATM Workshop
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org

The Amateur Telescope Making
workshop is now in operation.  The
workshop meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Valley
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the
north side of Candelaria, just west of
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

❖

•  GNTO-CTC • GNTO

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO
  Committee Mtg

• Board Meeting
    (7 P.M. @ PandA

Bldg.)

• TAAS
General

    Mtg, 7 P.M.
    Regener Hall

• GNTO
   Training

• Oak Flat

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
    7 P.M., Valley HS

¥ The Sidereal Times

   Deadline

8/1 05:17/19:12
8/15 05:27/18:57
8/31 05:39/18:37

Sunrise/Sunset Planet Rise / Set (8/15/2002)
Mercury 07:10/19:55 Saturn 01:05/15:21
Venus 09:06/20:50 Uranus 19:08/05:57
Mars 05:16/18:54 Neptune 18:07/04:24
Jupiter 03:50/17:55 Pluto 14:02/00:56

• UNM

• Last Quarter
   @ 04:24

• Full Moon
   @ 16:29

•New Moon
   @13:15

• First Quarter
   @ 04:12

• Last Quarter
   @ 20:32

❖
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
David  Blair

❖

❖

❖

❖

Minutes of The Albuquerque
Astronomical Society Board of Directors
meeting, 30 May 2002, Physics and
Astronomy Building, The University of
New Mexico:
President Ray Collins called to order
the Board of Directors at 7 P.M.
Attending members were the
president, Karen Keese (vice
president), Dave Brown (treasurer),
David Blair (secretary), Larry Cash,
Pete Eschman, Neil Goldberg, Barry
Spletzer, and Judy Stanley. Absent
were Eric Bucheit, Dan Richey, and
Chris Wilson. Society members Barry
Gordon and Gordon Pegue were also
present.
Minutes of the 25 April meeting were
amended to correct the General Fund
Total reported at the April 25 Board of
Directors meeting. The correct total is
$1,254.24.

Treasurer’s Report
Dave reported checking account funds
at $7,856.81, up $1,712.06 from the
previous month; savings account
funds at $1,208.74, up $0.10; total
funds on deposit, $9.065.55, up
$1712.16.
Total funds are General, $2,560.40;
Observatory, $3,948.15; Education,
$1,555.65; Explorer, $66.99; Dark Sky,
$234.36; Broline, $700.00.
Major revenue included
Memberships, 909.05, and Donations
of $1,370.96. Dave thanked Board
members Barry and Eric for their
efforts in obtaining a $500 grant from
General Mills. Dave noted additional
donations had been received in honor
of Lyman Sandy.

Insurance
Ray reported advice of TAAS’s insurer
to increase insurance coverage,
particularly to cover defense cost for
board in the event of a liability suit.
The insurer recommended coverage
increase that would cost about $400
per year in premiums.
Pete expressed concern about major
recurring costs.
Ray will include insurance matter in
a future consultation with TAAS’s
attorney.

Retrospect
Ray reported that TAAS’s table at a
Lodestar astronomy night held some
value in identifying potential speakers
and the better table location in the
future might improve impact.
Gordon reported partly cloudy night
for Oak Flat. The main astronomical
activity centered on excellent views of
the moon.
Pete reported an excellent training
session at GNTO, well attended and
enthusiastic.
Karen reported an excellent turnout at
the previous General Meeting,
featuring G.B. Cornucopia  and John
Sefick. Neil expressed his approval of
the current sound system, which he
called a great improvement.

Prospect
Karen noted that Dr. Len Duda would
speak June 1 on the Cassini mission
to Saturn. On June 29, Dave Finley of
the VLA is scheduled to speak.
G.B Cornucopia would be event
owner of the June 8 Chaco Canyon star
party.
The board discussed the means for
soliciting ownership of future events,
specifically through General Meeting
announcements.

GNTO Committee
After extended discussion, the board
gave the approval to the GNTO
committee to purchase $6,416 worth
of equipment offered by John Sefick
for $4,000, including the Celestron C-
11 optical tube that the Society has
used for supernova research, and a
Losmandy G-11 mount.
During discussion, David inquired
about the possibility of permanently
mounting the system under the
Astrophysics dome. Pete noted
security problems and felt it would be
easier to set up than the Astrophysics
refractor.
Neil asked about specific benefit to the
Society. Gordon felt it would be an
ideal instrument for eventual remote
control use.
Pete noted $1,000 was already
available and that a proportion of
Chaco research revenue could be

allocated.
Ray felt that acquiring good
equipment enhanced benefits for all
members and enhances Society
prestige.
Barry opposed acquisition of the
package.

Education
Judy reported that 2,000 students
benefited from school star parties this
year and that she receives 3 to 5 calls
a week statewide asking about use of
TAAS resources. She feels that
represents huge potential service that
TAAS can offer to the state.

La Semilla
The Board agreed to accept the offer
of a no-cost five-year lease for a site in
the La Semilla development,
following a tour of the site by several
Board members and New Mexico
Land Commissioner Ray Powell.
In discussion prior to the decision,
Judy was impressed with the location
and felt it offered an excellent
potential for star parties. Larry  felt the
lease was something the Society
should not shy away from, noting no
immediate, major commitment of time
was required.
Ray noted that the Society had been
courted hard, and he and David
wondered about politics that might be
involved. Nonetheless, David felt an
advisory roll in La Semilla
development could lend prestige to
the Society.

Other Business
The Board agreed to participate in the
Western Observers Webring.
Neil and David reported progress on
the Astrophotography contest,
notably that that the brochure was
ready and announcement on the web
site imminent.
The Board discussed the September
Dark Sky conference to be held by
TAAS. Discussion centered on a
location.
Barry Spletzer agreed to accept the
role of Telescope Curator.

The Board adjourned at 9:35 p.m.
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GNTO News & Views
Peter Eschman ❖

❖

❖

❖

The May GNTO committee meeting
took place on the 23rd with seven
attendees, including Ray Collins,
Barry Gordon, Mark Kroska, Dale
Murray and Gordon Pegue.  We
started out with a discussion about
improvements, and Dale volunteered
to head up a group to enhance the
Meade 16” dobsonian, which is
available for general use at GNTO.
Dale’s plan is to replace the focuser,
followed by reconstruction of the base
and rocker box.  Please contact Dale if
you would like to help in this
worthwhile project.

We next turned to discussion of a
major equipment purchase.  The
equipment that John Sefick and Carl
Frisch have been using at Chaco for a
supernova search has been offered for
use at GNTO.  The equipment consists
of a Losmandy G-11 mount with
Gemini GoTo computer control, a
Celestron C-11 optical tube, and
several pieces of software.  After some
discussion, the committee approved
the $4000 purchase.  TAAS Board of
Directors endorsed the committee’s
decision the following week.  The
equipment is slated to be used under
the Astrophysics dome, and will be
dedicated primarily to CCD camera
operations.  The 110” focal length of
the C-11 is nearly perfectly suited to
our ST-9E camera.  The C-11 also has
a 6.3 focal reducer, so shorter focal
lengths are also possible with the same
tube.

Major advantages of the new mount
are better tracking, computer driven
GoTo capabilities (including interface
with TheSky software), and the ability
to use the Astrophysics optical tube as
well as the C-11.  Although the
equipment is primarily designated for
CCD imaging, it will also serve us well
in visual mode.

We have started a fund raising drive
to help pay for the new equipment,
and we have received a big boost from
Elaine and Mark Kroska, who have
donated $2000.  We also received $115
in donations at the June 1st general
meeting.  Please consider
contributing toward the purchase of
this equipment, which will be a
wonderful addition to your
observatory!

Although Linda Hixon was not able

to make the committee meeting, she
asked Barry Gordon to request a date
for a star party for the Belen area
Chamber of Commerce.  The
committee thought that August 3rd

would be best, even though that date
is shared with an Oak Flat star party.
We will coordinate with the Oak Flat
event owner to be sure that enough
scopes are at both events on the same
evening.

Alison Schuler requested a date for
Scout Troop 444 and the committee
settled on August 9th, which is a GNTO
Call to Confirm Friday night.  Mark
Kroska and Dale Murray will take the
lead on this and we will put the word
out if it looks like we need more scopes
for this night.

We received another bit of great news
when we learned that the Intel grant
has been approved!  Thanks to Barry
Spletzer, who prepared the grant
application, we are now in line to
receive $2000 for use in purchasing a
refurbished laptop computer and a
computerized telescope drive.  At the
time, we intended to install an
NGCMAX guide computer on the
Astrophysics mount to aid in finding
objects.  Now that we are in the
process of acquiring the Losmandy
mount with the Gemini system, we
will use some of the Intel funding
toward that end.  The Intel funding
will also allow us to purchase mount
dovetails so that the Astrophysics tube
can be used on the new mount.

Barry Spletzer has also generously
volunteered to help us with the
machining necessary to standardize
the telescope mount bases between the
new Losmandy mount and the older
Astrophysics mount.  Once the
mounts have the same diameter base
plate they can be used interchangeably
on the pier or new field tripod.

In another act of generosity, the
designer of the Gemini system used
by the new Losmandy mount, René
Goerlich, is donating a new EPROM
for the mount.  After checking out our
TAAS web site René said “I take pride
in supporting your work by donating
a L2 software EPROM to the GNTO.”
When I offered to send him tax
deduction documentation, he thought
it might be worth doing, just to see
what the German IRS might say.  As

part of the increased functionality, the
Level 2 firmware allows us to load
special object catalogs into the
mount’s database.  Thanks René!

Upcoming events at GNTO include a
Friday July 5th and Saturday July 6th.
Like all GNTO Fridays, it is best to call
to confirm that someone will be at the
observatory.  The Saturday event is
definite, and all you need to do is to
plan to attend.  Remember there are
several excellent general-purpose
telescopes for you to use at GNTO, so
don’t feel you need to have your own
equipment in order to have fun at our
observatory.

Our next GNTO training session is
scheduled for July 13th.  We will offer
training on all three levels, from the
Level I Isengard training, the Level II
computer interface instruction,
through the Level III CCD and
Astrophysics training.  We hope to
have the new telescope mount and
optical tube assembly available for the
training sessions.  The Level II
software interface training will apply
both to the Isengard and the
Losmandy/C-11 configuration, since
both use TheSky software.  When this
interface is established, you can see
where the telescope is pointing on the
sky chart on the computer screen, and
you can also use the computer to
guide or slew to any of the objects in
the software database.

Last month I gave a summary of
Messier Marathon results, and I
neglected to indicate that Nancy Davis
also saw 105 objects using a NGCMAX
plus charts.  Let the record stand
corrected!

GNTO committee meetings are open
to all interested TAAS members.  We
meet on Thursdays, one week before
the TAAS general meeting.  If you
have questions about access and
availability of GNTO, please contact
me (Pete Eschman, gnto@taas.org,
home phone: 873-1517, work phone:
277-0020.)   As a reminder, there are
lots of free ranging cattle along the
road to GNTO, and the young calves
can be very unpredictable, so be
careful as you drive!  Also remember
that conditions are very dry, and you
need to be alert to fire dangers.  I hope
to see you soon at our observatory.
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UNM Report
Jay Harden, UNM Campus

Observatory coordinator
unm_coord@taas.org

TAAS Reports/Notices
❖

❖

❖

❖

Dave Brown, treasurer@taas.org

Monthly Membership Report
(May, 2002)

Membership Current Past Change
 Month    Month

Regular 215 209 6
Family 69 64 5
Educational 17 17 0
Total Paid 301 290 11
Honorary 4 4 0
Complimentary 11 11 0
Total Members 316 305 11

Please note that the deadline for the
August 2002 issue of The Sidereal
Times will be Friday, July 12th, as
the finished manuscript must be at
the printers on Monday, July 15th
so that you will receive it by the
following Saturday.  My e-mail
address is editor@taas.org.

Editor’s Note

❖ ❖

❖ ❖

Dan Richey

Donations to TAAS

TAAS General Fund: Robert
Williams, General Mills, Larry Cash.

TAAS General Fund for Special
Edition: Barry Spletzer, Ray Collins,
Judy Stanley, Dan Richey.

TAAS GNTO Fund: Anne O’Connor,
Kenneth Yamamoto.

TAAS GNTO Fund in remembrance
of Lyman Sandy: Jeffreis & Rugge PC.

TAAS Education Fund: Gil Sanchez
Elementary, Joann Carter-Principal of
Gil Sanchez Elementary, annonymous
donation through school collection jar.

Astrophotography Contest

❖ ❖

TAAS and Lodestar announce  a joint
competition in astrophotography.  The
categories include Youth, Land and
Sky, Film or Plate, CCD, and Master.
The competition will be judged by
TAAS members, professional
photographers, and a Lodestar
representative.  The deadline for
submission will be August 21, 2002,
and the entries will be on display at
the Lodestar Planetarium from
September 21 through November 21,
2002.  Awards and certificates will be
presented.  Further details and contest
rules will be posted soon, so get out
those cameras and star charts and start
clicking.

Membership  Services

• Membership Inquiries
• Events Information
• Volunteer Opportunities

PO Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM
87181-0581

Contact Neil Goldberg at

• Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/E-mail Changes

Contact Dave Brown at

membership@taas.org
505/798-1958

for:

for:

treasurer@taas.org
505/275-9126

10 May: Good viewing and a
crowd of maybe 75, including a
lady from the Phillipines.  There
were lots of excited kids.  Docents:
Becky Purvis, Ray Collins, Larry
Cash, Jay Harden, Gordon Pegue,
Mark Kroska, Barry Gordon, Dale
Murray, Mickey Bock & Greg
Nelson.

17 May: Was somewhat cloudy and
windy.  We had 20 viewers who did
not stay too long.  Docents: Brock
Parker, Becky Purvis, Jay Harden,
Dale Murray, Ray Collins, Gordon
Pegue, Mark Kroska, Greg Nelson
& Mickey Bock.

24 May: Fairly good viewing night.
We had 20 viewers.  Docents: Mark
Kroska, Dale Murray, Pete
Eichman & Ray Collins.

31 May: We had 20 viewers.
Docents: Mark Kroska, Jim
Lawrence, Dale Murray, Gordon
Pegue, Mickey Bock & Judy Binder.

7 June: Was cloudy East and clear
West.  We had 19 viewers.  Was an
energetic group.  Most were there
before dark and most stayed until
close to 11:00 PM.  Docents: Ray
Collins, Mark Kroska & Jay
Harden.
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Classified Ads

❖❖        SOCIETY STAFF        ❖❖

President/ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) president@taas.org atm@taas.org
Vice President/Public Relations/Gen Mtg Coord Karen Keese 261-0040(C) vp@taas.org pr@taas.org
Secretary David Blair 296-9632(H) secretary@taas.org
Treasurer/Membership Services Dave Brown 275-9126(O) treasurer@taas.org
Director/Observatory Director Pete Eschman 873-1517 (H) gnto@taas.org
Director/Education Liaison Judy Stanley 838-2950 (H) education_coord@taas.org
Director/Membership Director Neil Goldberg 798-1958 (H) membership@taas.org
Director/Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) editor@taas.org
Director Eric Bucheit 771-9050 (H) Eric@taas.org
Director Larry Cash 299-4686 (H) Larry@taas.org
Director/Telescope Curator Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) Barry@taas.org telescope_loans@taas.org
Director Chris Wilson 821-1640 (H) Chris@taas.org

Board of Directors - board@taas.org Telephone E-mail Address

Events Coordinator Vacant events_coord@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H) librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) atm@taas.org
TAAS Web Master Sammy Lockwood 275-0258 (H) webmaster@taas.org
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) unm_coord@taas.org
Explorer Post 110 President Ted Schuler-Sandy 856-7450 (H) post110_pres@taas.org
Explorer Post 110 Advisor Mark Kroska 884-9108 (H) post110_advisor@taas.org

    Backyard Astronomy   Ryan Gray   856-2054 (H)         backyar@taas.org

❖

❖

FOR SALE:  Many(!) items of astro gear, in very good to
excellent condition.  NGT-18, Celestron C-11, Questar 3.5,
Takahashi FC-76.  Also many equatorial mounts,
accessories, binoculars, and much more.

All are described on web site at:
http://astro-optics.home.att.net/

Free Telescope Offer

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems

arising from the use of TAAS scopes.

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

★★ ★★

★★

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE!

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope.

Contact Barry Spletzer at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 294-4601 and

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

❖ ❖

A couple of TAAS avid
docents/astronomers at the

June 15 Oak Flats event

Photos by Dennis Mitchell

❖

❖

❖

❖
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a
membership application by sending
e-mail to membership@taas.org or calling
(505) 254-8227.  Applications may also be
downloaded from the Web site.  Annual
dues to The Albuquerque  Astronomical
Society are $30/year for a full
membership and $15/year for a full time
student (High School or less) membership.
Additional family members may join  for
$5/each (student and family
memberships are not eligible to vote on
society matters).  New member
information packets can be downloaded
from the website or requested from the
TAAS Membership Services Director at
membership@taas.org  You may send
your dues by mail to our newsletter return
address with your check written out to
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the
next meeting.
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and
Astronomy  as well as discounts on books
from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS
members through our society.  Include any
of the above magazine renewal mailers
and subscription payments as part of your

renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS
(we will combine and send one check to
the publisher). Warning: publishers take
several months to process magazine
subscriptions.
ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:
Articles, personal astronomical classified
advertisements and business card size
advertisements for businesses related to
astronomy must be submitted by the
deadline shown on the Society calendar
(generally the Saturday near the new
Moon)  Rates for commercial ads (per
issue) are $120 per page, $60 per half page,
$30 per quarter page, $7 for business card
size.  The newsletter editor reserves the
right to include and/or edit any article or
advertisement.   E-mail attachments in
Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino,
justified, no indent at paragraph
beginning, one  space  between
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF
are acceptable.  One column is
approximately 350 words.  Contact the
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for
more information.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result,
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded to
your new address should you move!!

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

Address Service Requested

Please provide the Treasurer
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new
mailing    address to ensure that you
receive your newsletter.
TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-2054
to check out a book or make a
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org
taas@www.taas.org
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