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We are here to celebrate Robert Ortega’s generous
contributions to the Albuquerque Astronomical
Society, and to the General Nathon Twining
Observatory or GNTO.  Robert served as the director
of our observatory for three years.  During this time,
a remarkable amount of progress was made at our
observatory.

Robert was behind all of the GNTO
improvements in the last few years. He drove the
tractor to grade the observing area, he controlled the
gravel feed from the gravel truck, and concrete feed
from the concrete truck to the observing pads.  He
encouraged Ted Schuler-Sandy throughout the Eagle
Scout project, resulting in the construction of a
lecture and picnic areas and improvements to the
observing field.

Robert assisted in the installation of the
photovoltaic power system, designed and
constructed the computer room on the first floor of
the dome building, renovated the dome shutter and

dome rotation systems, and encouraged
us to refurbish the Isengard 16" reflector.

Robert was instrumental in obtaining
the donated 6" Astrophysics refractor and
our new ST-9E CCD camera.  He directed
construction of the pier for the new
Astrophysics refractor as well as
numerous small improvements
throughout our observatory.

But Robert’s greatest contribution is
probably our new 16x28' meeting
building.  Robert oversaw the design and
construction of this new building, and got
a remarkable construction effort out of a
bunch of us folks who are more amateur
astronomers than we are members of the
construction trade.  I’m sure he had some
funny stories to tell his family, about the
fun he had turning us into amateur
construction workers.

This building now serves as a new
focal point for our observatory.  It
provides us with a meeting place,
bunkhouse, and warm-up area in the
wintertime.  It also serves as a control
room for taking CCD images with our

new camera.
Robert has served us well as Observatory Director for

these last few years.  He got so much done because he
provided the inspiration for all who worked alongside him,
and because he encouraged all to pitch in and help with
every project.

Robert’s contributions to TAAS go well beyond those
at GNTO.  He served us on the Board of Directors, and was
an active participant at our general meetings and many star
parties.  He helped out with many school star parties, and
I know he touched the lives of many children and adults
when he shared great views through his telescopes at many
of our public events.

Robert has many friends in the astronomical society, and
these friends will remember him for his kindness,
generosity, caring, enthusiasm and his great sense of humor.
For all of these reasons we would like to celebrate Robert’s
contributions through the dedication of our new building
as the Robert O. Ortega Building.

Robert O. Ortega Building Dedication
by Pete Eschman
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by Eric Bucheit

President’s Update

Robert
Ortega’s
family at
GNTO

Photos by
Eric Bucheit

(our normal viewing site) at Oak Park will be available for
our members on Saturday October 13th. This is not an
official event but the area is reserved for us.  Anyone
interested in using the facilities contact me regarding access.

     Regarding Club business, the Chaco night sky survey
is being reconsidered.  Our committee met again after the
Park Service revised the proposal and requested we take a
second look.  A subcommittee of Chris Wilson, Barry
Spletzer and Neil Goldberg took the proposal and rewrote
it to our exact specification after the main committee
decided it was possible to achieve a satisfactory agreement.
The rewritten proposal has been approved by the project
manager of the Park Service and our attorney is in the
process of reviewing it.  If the outcome of the review is
satisfactory I will ask the  Board of Directors to vote on
approval.

     Regarding the request for the TAAS 200 list to be
added to a software package which is being developed, we
have decided to allow this to proceed.  Gordon Pegue is in
contact with the software developer and will provide
information regarding this application as it becomes
available.

     Finally our School Star Parties for October are
scheduled on Tuesday the 2nd and Tuesday the 30th.  Please
contact Judy Stanley as help is always appreciated and
needed to make these events successful (pg 7 & 8). Judy is
rescheduling the ‘Big Bang’ training session for these events,
so if you are interested, this is the opportunity for training.

Thank You,
Eric

At this moment in our history, terrible events have taken
us from our normal routines and activities and thrust us
into a world where reality seems unbelievable.  Let us all

draw together and deal with this harsh
reality by demonstrating our
dedication and resolve to
prevail over these evil
transgressions.  Please take a
minute when you get to this
message and join me in

reflecting on our fellow Americans who have
suffered great losses and who may suffer in the future as a
result of these terrible acts.

Thank you.

Our Society has had three very successful events so far
in September.  Our general meeting at the Lodestar
Planetarium (pg 7) and our Placitas Star Party (pg 8 & 12)
drew large crowds with tremendous feedback.  Our Warm
Up Building dedication to Robert Ortega, open house and
Equinox Picnic (pg 1)  was also very successful with almost
the entire Ortega Family joining us as we made the
dedication.   Look forward to Oak Flat on the 22nd hosted
by Ray Collins and our 2nd General Meeting of the month,
back at Regener Hall. This General meeting will feature
several of our members as they report on the Eclipse, which
they traveled to Africa to observe.  I am sorry to announce
the cancellation of the Oak Flat Star Party which was
scheduled for October 6th.  Scheduling conflicts made it
impossible to hold this event however, the Juniper Loop
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATEMinutes from the Board of Directors Meeting
by Dan Richey

The Albuquerque Astronomical Soci-
ety Board of Directors Meeting Min-
utes August 30, 2001.

The August 30, 2001 Board of
Directors (BoD) meeting of The
Albuquerque Astronomical Society
(TAAS) was called to order at 7PM by
President Eric Bucheit.  Other board
members present during the meeting
were: Steve Snider, Dave Brown, Ray
Collins, Nancy Davis, Pete Eschman,
Neil Goldberg, Gordon Pegue, Dan
Richey, and Judy Stanley.  Observers
were Larry Cash and Barry Gordon.

Executive Session
Eric asked the observers to leave

the room so that the BoD could
convene in executive session.  Upon
completion of the executive session,
the observers returned to the meeting.

Minutes
Gordon moved to accept the

minutes from the August 2, 2001 BoD
meeting as printed in the newsletter.
Pete seconded the motion.  The motion
passed.

Treasurer’s Report
Dave Brown presented the monthly

Treasurer’s report.  General funds on
deposit are $431.16.  GNTO funds on
deposit are $1694.03.  Education funds
on deposit are $787.97.  Dark Sky NM
funds are $89.36.  Explorer Troop 110
funds on deposit are $66.99. Broline
Memorial funds are $700.00.  Total
funds on deposit are $3769.51.  A
donation in the amount of $50.00 was
given by Nancy Davis for the GNTO
fund. Dave discussed the work he is
doing to update the application and
membership renewal forms.  The
application form will be a part of the
member information packet presented
to new members.  Dave Brown moved
that the membership packet be
provided free of charge to new
members, either by e-mail or hard
copy.  Dan Richey seconded the
motion.  The motion passed
unanimously.  There was discussion as
to changes in the application form,

specifically a listing of donation types,
and deleting the request for the right
to publish the membership list.  It was
determined that the membership is for
the use of the BoD only.  Dave Brown
was given permission to institute the
above changes.

Discussion followed concerning the
limitation of student and family
memberships.  These membership
types are currently not eligible to serve
on the BoD or to chair committees.
Dave felt the current resolution about
these issues should be rewritten and
that all limitations be removed.  There
was discussion about the ability of
these types of memberships to vote.
Pete questioned the ability to vote, but
was in favor of removing the
limitations concerning BoD positions
and the ability to chair committees.
There was discussion about family
memberships with many family
members being able to influence
voting.  Dave then agreed that voting
privileges on these types of
memberships should still not be
allowed, but that serving on the BoD
and chairing committees should be
allowed. Dave Brown moved that
family and student memberships may
hold BoD positions and chair
committees but not be allowed to vote.
The motion was seconded by Nancy
Davis.  The motion passed
unanimously.

Dave Brown next discussed
multiyear memberships.  Gordon
Pegue discussed lifetime
memberships.  Budget considerations
were discussed as regards these two
issues.  Gordon Pegue moved that a
lifetime membership fee be set at
$400.00.  The motion was declined.  It
was agreed that Dave was to include a
multiple year membership in the new
application form.

Gordon Pegue moved that Robert
Kyrlach be granted an Honorary

Membership for Life.  The motion was
seconded by Judy.  The motion passed.

There followed a discussion by
Larry Cash that e-mail services be
used more.  These uses included
meeting reminders, and other uses.
Pete Eschman moved to extend the
meeting by 10 more minutes.  Gordon
seconded the motion.  The motion
passed.  Pete felt that perhaps we are
too cautious with the use of e-mail and
that we should use it more for
reminders.  There was discussion
about continuing the Update posting
between issues of the newsletter.
Larry Cash might possibly write this.
Larry is to review the calendar and to
send out reminders on the Board list.
Pete reported that the web site is
undergoing extensive repair on
September 8th.

Correspondence
Eric read a letter from the

International Dark Sky Association
requesting that TAAS renew its
membership in the IDA.  The matter
was referred to Dave Brown for
payment of the dues.

Eric read a letter from Vince
Sempronio again requesting that
TAAS allow the use of the TAAS 200
List in some software he is writing.
Gordon Pegue has not yet dealt with
this issue, as discussed in last month’s
BoD meeting.  Gordon stated he
would deal with this matter shortly.

Eric read e-mail from Bruce Levin
stating his support of the continued
use of Regener Hall for our general
meetings.  Bruce also stated his
support for the continued use of the
lunar phases as regards the scheduling
of our general meeting.  Bruce further
stated that he felt TAAS should
maintain good relations with UNM.

Eric read a letter from Susan

Continued on page 6
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• Mountain
Daylight Time
ends at 0200.
Return to
Mountain
Standard Time

For information, contact John
Laning at   286-8976.

UNM Report
by Jay Harden, UNM Campus

Observatory coordinator

October 2001

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

• Full Moon
@ 7:50

• Last quarter
 @ 22:20

• New Moon
@  13:23

• First  quarter
@ 20:57

Planet Rise / Set (10/15/2001)

Mercury 05:55/17:16 Saturn 20:20/10:27
Venus 04:22/16:35 Uranus 14:46/01:28
Mars 13:13/22:53 Neptune 13:51/00:08
Jupiter 22:25/12:43 Pluto 09:38/20:41

10/1 06:00/17:53
10/15 06:11/17:34
10/30 06:25/17:16

(MDT/MST)

Sunrise/Sunset

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO

• GNTO

• GNTO
Meeting

• School Star
Party

• School Star
Party-Inez
Elem.

• GNTO
Training Session

• TAAS
General
Meeting, 7pm,
Regener Hall

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bldg.)

     NOTE DAY

The Sidereal Times

Article Deadline

School Star Parties
by Judy Stanley

The first school star party of the
season is at Inez Elementary School  on
October 2nd at 7PM.  The school is
located at 1700 Pennsylvania NE.

17 Aug:  As usual, partly cloudy.  We
had sixteen viewers.  Docents:
Ray Collins, Brock Parker, Jay Harden.
24 Aug:  We had a clear night with 19
viewers.  Docents: Brock Parker,
Jim Lawrence, Ray Collins,
Jay Harden.
31 Aug:  Partly cloudy.  We had 20
viewers.  Docents: Brock Parker,
Kevin McKeown, Jay Harden.
7 Sept.  Was a clear night.  We had 18
viewers.  Docents:  Brock Parker,
Pete Eschman, Ray Collins,
Jay Harden.

• GNTO

Our thoughts and prayers
are with all Americans

who have lost loved ones or friends
and with those who were injured.
May God Bless America!
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• First  quarter
@ 16:40

NOTES:
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society

GNTO = General Nathan Twining
Observatory.  Call Peter Eschman @
873-1517  to confirm.

UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline
@296-0549, or the UNM hotline @
277-1446  to confirm.

ACSA =Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy for
information or visit www.taas.org and
select sidewalk astronomy

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.
Call Michael Pendley for information
@ 296-0549.

PandA = UNM Physics and
Astronomy.  Corner of Lomas and Yale.

ATM Workshop
by Mike Pendley

The Amateur Telescope Making
workshop is now in operation.  The
workshop meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Valley
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the
north side of Candelaria, just west of
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7
PM and are in Building E, room #3.

TAAS UNM Observatory Viewing-
JayHarden  bluecorn@flash.net
GNTO Observing Night - Pete Eschman
eschman@unm.edu
Telescope Making Class - Valley High
Ray Collins ray@rinzai.com
GNTO  Committee Meeting
 Pete Eschman eschman@unm.edu
TAAS Board Meeting - Eric Bucheit
abraham53@earthlink.net
TAAS General Meeting - Steve Snider
slsnider423@yahoo.com
Oak Flat Star Party (9/22) - Ray Collins
ray@rinzai.com
School Star Parties - Judy Stanley
jstanley@sdc.org

Phone #’s/e-mails

November 2001

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 1

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

• Full Moon
@ 22:42

• Last quarter
 @ 05:22

• New Moon
@  23:40

11/1 06:29/17:15
11/15 06:43/17:03
11/30 06:57/16:53

(MST)

Sunrise/Sunset Planet Rise / Set (11/15/2001)
Mercury 05:42/16:24 Saturn 18:11/08:16
Venus 05:26/16:15 Uranus 12:44/23:25
Mars 12:21/22:38 Neptune 11:50/23:07
Jupiter 20:25/10:43 Pluto 07:56/18:51

• Full Moon
@13:50

The Sidereal Times

Article Deadline

• TAAS
General
Meeting, 7pm,
Regener Hall

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bldg.)

• School Star
Party

Possible occulation of
Saturn  by Moon @ 17:55
MST

• GNTO

• GNTO

• GNTO
Meeting

• GNTO • GNTO

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• UNM
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Montoya of the Hyatt Tamaya Resort.
Ms. Montoya requested the presence
of several of our members and their
telescopes at a dinner function the
resort is hosting.  Bruce Levin is
coordinating this request.  Eric stated
that if alcohol is being served at the
event, and the event is not open to the
public, TAAS could not participate as
an official TAAS event.  However,
individual members could participate
on their own, but not as official
representatives of TAAS.  The event is
being put on by Reni Sandler
Productions, and they offered to
donate $500 for our participation.

Unfinished Business
Chaco Canyon Light Survey –

much of the previous liability issues
have now been deleted from the
contract. Dave Brown discussed the
remaining errors, which would still
require TAAS compliance to various
regulations that we do not fully
understand.  It was agreed that a
special BoD meeting would take place
during the next week to further discuss
these issues.

By Laws Committee – Articles 25
and 26 were determined to not be on
file with the State as required. Article
25 is ready to be filed with the State
now, and article 26 is to be discussed
at the next BoD meeting. Eric read
article 26 as currently written.  Dave
discussed the fact that the Treasurer,
not the Secretary, currently handles
donations. These items go back to
committee for further discussion.

Committee Reports
Membership – Neil gave a brief

review of the September 1st meeting
at the Lodestar Planetarium.

Observatory – The GNTO
Committee met on August 23rd. The
September 1st meeting and Warm Up
Building dedication was discussed.
Plaques commemorating the Robert
Ortega Warm Up Building will be
ready for the meeting and for the
September 15th Equinox Picnic.  The
open house at GNTO on September

15th will begin at 2PM with a potluck
lunch at 4PM.  The dedication will be
after that.  The Tech Transfer of the
dome is complete and the dome is now
assembled.  The shutter is not yet
installed.  Dome looks good and
appears to be going to work.  The order
for the SBIG relay box was canceled,
as Dan Richey will donate his to
GNTO.  Key checkouts and access
levels to GNTO were discussed.    The
committee discussed the possibility of
having T-shirts made to acknowledge
GNTO trainers.  Training dates are to
be set with October 20th being the first
date.  Level 2 and 3 will be early in the
day with level 1 training to follow
before sunset.

Maintenance – the 6” dob needs
recoating, cost to be about $60.  Larry
Cash discussed his idea for a 50/50.
Tickets would be sold with a cost
between $1 and $5.  Sell as many as
you want.  Winner takes one half.  This
would be done at the general meetings
or other events. Gordon Pegue
suggested that Eric review this with
the attorney.  Various grant proposals
were discussed, such as with Intel and
other organizations.  A screen saver
fundraiser was also discussed.

Program – Neil previously
discussed the September 1st meeting.
Steve Snider who has reassumed the
duties of general meeting coordinator
will coordinate the September 29th
meeting.  The subject will be the eclipse
as seen from Africa.  There are to be
various presenters.

Calendar/Events
The September 4th school star party

has been canceled.

There will be docent training at the
Tomasita Elementary School Gym on
September 11th from 6-9PM.

The location of the October 2nd
school star party is to be announced.

The Placitas Star Party is scheduled
for September 8th.  Additional scopes
are needed.  There will be a notice
placed on the list server.  Organization
is going well.  TV 13, on the

Wednesday morning show, will have
Steve Snider giving a presentation
about the star party.  Steve handed out
fliers about the star party for
dissemination to the public.

September 15th is the Equinox
picnic and warm up building
dedication.

Oak Flat is set for September 22nd
with Ray Collins acting as event
coordinator.  Pete stated that at the last
Oak Flat event, the speaker could not
be heard because of noise from the
generator.  We need all TAAS members
to help with crowd control at these
events.

The next BoD meeting will be held
on Tuesday September 25th because of
a conflict with a religious holiday.

The Oak Flat star party was moved
from October 6th to October 13th. The
GNTO date for October 13th was
moved to October 6th.  If there is no
owner for the October 13th Oak Flat
event, it will be canceled at replaced
with an additional GNTO night. Pete
moved to change this date and cancel
Oak Flat if there was no owner.
Gordon seconded it. The motion
passed. Dave moved to add an
additional GNTO night if the Oak Flat
event was canceled.  Dan seconded the
motion. The motion passed.

New Business
The calendar proposed by Sammy

Lockwood was discussed.  This would
involve moving the general meetings
from the lunar phases to the 4th
Saturday of each month.  Ray Collins
felt the schedule should not be
changed. The desirability of a general
meeting on a moonless night was
discussed.  The meeting could be held
at Oak Flat, GNTO, the Nature Center,
or UNM. Gordon Pegue said he is in
favor of a 12-month schedule, not a
lunar schedule.  This proposed
calendar is for the year 2002 only.  In
2003 it may not work (too many new
moons). Steve suggested this be

Continued from page 3

Continued on page 7
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Education Program Goals for the 2001
- 2002 School Year

 Bringing science and the stars to
New Mexico’s student population is
what our school star party program is
all about.  This effort has enjoyed
tremendous success in years past.  Our
emphasis this year will be  to show
kids the stars and how they are
intimately connected  with the
universe. New demos and curriculum
materials were gathered over the
summer and formatted for this venue.
From The Big Dipper to spin-offs,
we’ve got something of interest for
every student.

Using the donations from this
year ’s efforts, I hope to buy a
multimedia projector to be used for
Power Point, video, and entertainment
presentations in the future.  All we
need for this year to be successful is
YOU!  Do consider volunteering two
hours a month to this effort. Our
greatest need at present is for those
willing to be demonstration  and star
lab presenters.  I look forward to
working with you and turning our
kids on to Astronomy!

We have our first school party
scheduled for Oct. 2nd at Inez
Elementary located at 1700
Pennsylvania Ave. NE . More details
forthcoming.

discussed by the full membership.
There would probably be only 12
meetings instead of 13.  There was
general agreement to try this for one
year, but not to lock into the 4th
Saturday schedule.  This will be
presented at the September 29th
general meeting.  A committee was
formed to discuss this further.  The
committee consists of Eric, Dan, Neil
and Barry Gordon. Gordon Pegue will
look into the calendar for 2003 and
2004.

Newsletter Assignments
Dan noted that the date for the

deadline for the next issue of the
newsletter is to be September 14th and
reminded everyone that the next BoD
meeting is on Tuesday the 25th of
September. Assignments for various
articles were discussed.

The meeting adjourned at 10PM.

Continued from page 6 School Star Party
News

by Judy Stanley

Membership Current Past Change
                   Month     Month

Regular 209 208 1
Family 63 60 3
Educational 31 31 0
Total Paid 303 299 4
Honorary 3 3 0
Complimentary 8 41 -33
Total Members 314 343 -29

by Dave Brown

Monthly Membership Report

The September General Meeting,
held at the Lodestar Planetarium, was
a rousing success.  Almost 150 persons
filled the auditorium to near capacity.
Eric Bucheit opened the meeting by
introducing TAAS to the general
public and followed with a few brief
announcements about upcoming
TAAS events.

Then Eric introduced Pete
Eschman, who gave a heartfelt moving
tribute to the late Robert Ortega.  Slides
showing Robert directing the warm-up
building construction as it progressed,
highlighted the talk.  The last picture,
showing Robert standing by the
Izengard telescope with the sky as
background through the open dome
shutter, is part of the memorial plaque.
Three generations of the Ortega family,
invited as special guests of  TAAS,
attended the meeting. After being
introduced to the audience they were
shown the plaque that will be unveiled
on September 15th at the warm up
building dedication.

Dr. John Brandt’s talk,  The Beauty,
Fascination, and Science of Comets, was
extremely well presented, informative
and interesting.  After a short question
and answer period by Dr. Brandt,

The Okie-Tex Star Party is
scheduled for Sunday, October 14
through Sunday,  October 21, 2001.
The location for the event is Camp Billy
Joe, a non- denominational church
camp just outside of Kenton,
Oklahoma.  Kenton is a small  town,
population 26, that is just over the NM
- Oklahoma border.  The skies from
Camp Billy Joe are very dark and the
horizon suffers from absolutely no
light  domes.  Robert Reeves is
scheduled to speak on Thursday and
Friday evening about
Astrophotography and there is also the
Okie-Tex Door Prize Giveaway
Saturday evening to look forward to.
I attended last years event and I hope
to see you  there this year.  For more
information, check out this web site:
http://www.okie-tex.com/

Okie-Tex Star Party
by Gordon Pegue

by Neil Goldberg

Laura Laswig, Planetarium Manager,
gave a brief but entertaining
planetarium show on celestial objects
visible in the Northern sky that night.

The evening was capped with a
social hour on the patio and
observation platform outside the
Planetarium.  The sky to the south was
bright and mostly clear (for a change).
Mars and the Southern constellations
appeared exactly as Laura showed
them in the Planetarium earlier, except,
of course,  the connecting lines of the
constellations weren’t there to help
with their identification!

Many thanks to Sammy Lockwood
for contacting the various media
outlets.  Without his dedication and
tenacity the publicity wouldn’t have
been there and the meeting would not
have been the success that it was.

September 1st
General Meeting
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Dear TAAS members:

The school star party program was set to kick off last
Tuesday with a training event  called the “Big Bang”.
Instead our country experienced a big bang.  A small group
of TAAS members gathered at Tomasita Elementary School
Gym to continue with the training, however our efforts were
greatly subdued.  The  tragic events of this past week have
left many of us and numb and wondering what will happen
next.

Continuing on with “normal” activities and programs
is, I believe, very important for our young people and
certainly for ourselves.  It is in that spirit that I ask for
volunteers for this program.  I am continually recruiting
volunteers for the indoor demonstrations.  Many people I
talk to answer that they feel they do not have the experience
or expertise  for such a task.  Let me answer that with the
job description of a volunteer.  “A school star party
volunteer (docent) will model for school populations  their
enthusiasm for the wonders of science, astronomy, and the
cosmos!” I have not met a TAAS Member who does not
possess that expertise!

The areas we desperately need help with are the
following; Cosmic Make & Take, Comet Making,
Membership Table, Light Demo, and Star Lab.  We simply
need volunteers to man these activities.  As education  chair,
I will provide all the materials.  Any help will be
tremendously appreciated.  If you can make only one event
this season, please do so! The students you will be modeling
your enthusiasm for will be enriched by your efforts.  The
dates are as follows: Oct. 2 & 30 - Nov. 27 - Dec. 4 - Jan. 29 -
Feb. 26 - March 19 - April 23 - May 14.

The majority of these dates have not  been booked with
the exception of the Oct. 2nd date in which we will be at
Inez Elementary 1700 Pennsylvania Ave. NE  from our
standard time 7:00 to 9:00 PM,  and  the April 23rd event
which will be at Tomasita Elementary. Other locations TBA.

Please contact me < jstanley@sdc.org > or Judy Stanley
505-838-2950 to join our volunteer family as we bring the
wonders of science and astronomy to New Mexico’s
Students. Now more than ever looking the importance of
looking to the stars can and I believe will bring us all
comfort and answers.

Judy Stanley

Letter from Education
Liason Director

A rare photograph of our leader
(with Steve Snider)

A “Placitas “native”

“High tech” Placitan

Brock in the
“AstroVan”

“Star-B-Que”

Photos by
Eric Bucheit

& others
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TAAS Hot Line Phone Number is 296-0549

GNTO News & Views
by Pete Eschman

no additional cost, if it is done at the same time as
the primary mirror.

We scheduled October 20th as a GNTO training
day.  The plan is for level II and III training to
take place starting around 2:00 in the afternoon,
with level I training starting around 5:30pm.
Details of the planned training session will be
posted to TAAS-L listserv.  The evening of Octo-
ber 20th is a GNTO observing night and the fami-
lies of the folks who contributed to the concrete
work and construction materials for the new
dome have been invited to attend.

The final committee meeting topic was fund rais-
ing for GNTO, and we discussed renewing our
proposal to Intel as well as a project to use TAAS
member photos and CCD images in a screen
saver.

The construction work party for the 10-foot dome

The GNTO committee met on August 23rd and
committee members present included Dave Brown, Eric
Bucheit, Ray Collins, Larry Cash, Nancy Davis, Karen
Keese, Kevin McKeown, Bob Legasse, Gordon Pegue and
Lisa Wood.

Our first topic concerned plans for the dedication of the
Warm-up Building to Robert Ortega.  We planned a short
presentation at the September 1st TAAS general meeting,
followed by the building dedication at the September 15th

GNTO Open House and Equinox Picnic.  Nancy donated
$50 toward the cost of the dedication plaques, and we
agreed to try to have a picture included on the plaque.
Everyone was encouraged to contribute to the wording of
the plaques and Ray and Pete agreed to work out the final
details.  Pete agreed to contact Bill Tondreau for suitable
photo for the plaques.

We scheduled a dome assembly work party for the
following Sunday, August 26th.  Dan Richey has offered the
donation of his relay box, so we decided to cancel the order
we had placed with Pocono Mountain Optics for the same
item.  Pocono has since refunded our money, and we thank
Dan for his generous donation.  The relay box will be used
to allow the guide chip of the ST-9E CCD camera to control
the Astrophysics jog box, resulting in reduction of image
tracking errors.

We discussed some upcoming maintenance needs at
GNTO, including the need to clean battery terminals and

lubricate the clutch on the Isengard.  These activities will
be slated for future work parties.  We plan to send the
mirrors from the 6” dobsonian telescope to Spectrum for
recoating.  This scope was formerly used as a guide
telescope on the Isengard 16” telescope, and now serves as
a GNTO loaner scope.  We have learned that Spectrum
charges $10 per inch of the primary mirror diameter and
they will recoat the secondary at no additional cost, if it is
done at the same time as the primary mirror.

We scheduled October 20th as a GNTO training day.  The
plan is for level II and III training to take place starting
around 2:00 in the afternoon, with level I training starting
around 5:30pm.  Details of the planned training session will
be posted to TAAS-L listserv.  The evening of October 20th

is a GNTO observing night and the families of the folks
who contributed to the concrete work and construction
materials for the new dome have been invited to attend.

The final committee meeting topic was fund raising for
GNTO, and we discussed renewing our proposal to Intel
as well as a project to use TAAS member photos and CCD
images in a screen saver.

The construction work party for the 10-foot dome took
place as planned on August 26th.  The workers consisted
of Ray Collins, Karen Keese, Bob Legasse and myself.  By
the time we were done, we had the four dome roof
quadrants in place and the rear shutter cover installed.  A
final work session with Ray, Carl and me saw the shutter
installation completed two weeks later, on September 9th.
We now have a functional dome over the Astrophysics pier!

August 18th marked a great observing night with a good
turnout of TAAS members and prospective members.
Observers included Lia and Edward Brodnax, Ray Collins,
Dave Brown and Donna Johnson, Pete Eschman, Karen
Keese, Kevin McKeown, Mark Nagrodsky, Gordon Pegue,
Dan Richey, Mike and Ann Shaw, and Bill Tondreau.

General GNTO reminders: Several rattlesnakes have
been seen on GNTO property, so please keep your eyes and
ears open for them. Remember that if you are the last one
out of GNTO, please close the gate, and hook the top wire
over the nail so the cattle can not dislodge the gate.

GNTO committee meetings are open to all interested
TAAS members.  We meet on Thursdays, one week before
the TAAS general meeting.  Everyone is welcome to
contribute at committee meetings.  If you have questions
about access and availability of GNTO, please contact me
(Pete Eschman, at eschman@unm.edu, home phone: 873-
1517, work phone: 277-0020.)  I look forward to seeing you
soon at your observatory.

Pete
Eschman

Photo by Eric Bucheit
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Photos by Eric Bucheit

Chaco Canyon
August 18, 2001
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Photos by Pete Eschman, Karen Keese & Dan Richey

GNTO

Dome & son of Dome
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Please note that the deadline for the
November 2001 issue of The SiderealThe SiderealThe SiderealThe SiderealThe Sidereal

TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes will be Friday October 12th, as
the finished manuscript must be at the
printers on Monday, October 15th so
that you will receive it by the following
Saturday.  My e-mail address is
danr510@home.com.  Thanks as
always for your interesting articles and
your cooperation. Also, thanks for the
kind words of support to me and my
family this last month due to the loss
of my parents.

For Sale: 10 in. Meade LX-200 tele-
scope, F/10, 26mm Meade Plossl eye-
piece, 2x Meade barlow lens. Scope is
5 years old, but has seen little use, and
is in excellent condition. $1500.00 firm.
Please call Nick at 505-797-0118, or e-
mail at  misfitnick2@hotmail.com

For Sale: Televue Genesis sdf
refractor.  Gibraltar Mount. Starbeam,
Powermate, Everbrite, Nagler 7mm.
Extras.  Less than 15 hours use.  Like
new.  Paid $3600.  Asking $3100.  Call
505-266-0262.  Dave Dettmann Sr.
dolcetto@compuserve.com.

For Sale: 105mm (4.1”) f/5.6

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE!

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS
telescope.  Call Randall Gauntt at 293-3410 and receive a loaner

telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with apertures ranging
from 6” to 13”.  Call soon because they’ll be going fast!

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.
Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other
problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

★

★

★

Continued on page 13

Astrophysics refractor with a 2.7”
focuser.  The sale package includes a
2.5” extension barrel, 2” and 1.25”
eyepiece adapters, and a custom
padded carrying case.  The package
also includes an Astrophysics 400E
(German Equatorial) head with
factory-installed optical encoders with
a hand controller.  The head couples
to an adjustable hardwood tripod.
Rechargeable battery-pack also
included. I will also include a full-
aperture solar filter from Thousand
Oaks.  This scope has been used only
a dozen times or so, and is in pristine
condition.  Purchased new in 1997, the
total package was in excess of $5000.
Will sell for $4000.  Please contact John
Wise at (505) 890-1960 between 7:00-
9:00 PM.

For Sale:  Meade 16" F4.5 dob
telescope, Telrad, Magellan I computer
with Meade 4000 9.7 and 26mm eye
pieces.  Excellent deep sky performer!
Only 1 year old.  This is a big, heavy
scope. Paid $1195 for scope and $295
for computer.  Will sell all for $1100.
Call Harry @ 286-5491.

For Sale: Celestron 6" achro refractor
with CG5 mount.  Superb optics.
Stunning planetary and deep sky
performance.  Comes with an 8X50
finder, 20mm eyepiece, 1.25" diagonal
and 2x Barlow.  Only 5 months old.
Selling to finance an Astro-Physics.
Harry441@juno.com

For Sale:  Celestron Firstscope 114.  4.5"
Newtonian with German         equato-
rial mount/tripod, finderscope, two
eyespieces (10mm and 20mm) and all
literature.  Two years old, excellent
condition.  $250.00 OBO.  Call Rena,
(505) 281-4864.

For Sale:  A Must Have For  Stargaz-
ers.  Fujinon FMT-SX 16 x 70 astro-
nomical binoculars. Superb  optics-
used very little-like new. New from
Focus  Camera in NY is $650.  My price
$475 with tripod adaptor. Ross at 883-
3745.  Or e-mail ross 3871m @ altavista
.com.

Classified Ads

The 6th Annual Placitas Star Party
was held on Saturday, September 8,
2001 at the Homestead Shopping
Center in Placitas.  Finally – everything
came together!  The weather was
wonderful, the Moon didn’t rise until
almost midnight, the shopping
center’s management turned the lights
out, ……..and over 500 people were
treated to great views of Mars, M13,
M22, M27, and many other celestial
wonders.

I had a line at my telescope that
persisted for over 2 hours.  It’s always
so much fun to witness people’s
reactions when they see, for the first
time, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, or other
objects – especially a bright planet.
Many folks asked me if I had painted
a picture of Mars and had somehow
inserted it in my scope!

The list of folks who deserve a big
“Thanks!” is long.  Eric and Linda were
very gracious hosts of a “Star-b-que”
for docents.  The Las Placitas
Association handled all the logistics
including arrangements for the site,
porta-potties, publicity, and luminarias
to gently light the way to the observing
grounds.  Special thanks go to all the
TAAS members who brought their
scopes and shared their love of
astronomy with the public.  I tried to
get a final count of all the telescopes,
but always seemed to get waylaid in
the process.  I think we had over 25
scopes deployed in the field with
apertures ranging from 4” to at least
20” along with the “Brockmobile” set
up in the parking lot.  Brock Parker’s
astro-van is awesome!

by Dan Richey
Note from the Editor

by Steve Snider
Placitas Star Party

Planning has now begun for the 7th

Annual PSP.  I hope that it comes close
to being as successful as the 6th.
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President Eric Bucheit 771-9050 (H) abraham53@earthlink.net
Vice President/General Meeting Coordinator Steve Snider 867-0041 (H) slsnider423@yahoo.com
Secretary/Public Relations/Event Coordinator Vacant
Treasurer/DB Manager Dave Brown 275-9126 (H) taas-treasurer@home.com
Director Ray Collins 344-9686 (H) ray@rinzai.com
Director Nancy Davis 277-1243 (W) nldavis@unm.edu
Director/Observatory Director Pete Eschman 87 3-1517 (H) eschman@unm.edu
Director/Telescope Curator Randall Gauntt 293-3410 (H) rogauntt@flash.net
Director/Membership Neil Goldberg 798-1958 (H) joaneil@earthlink.net
Director Gordon Pegue 332-2591 (H) deepsky@rt66.com
Director/Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) danr510@home.com
Director Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) barry@swcp.com
Director/Education Liaison Judy Stanley 838-2950 (H) jstanley@sdc.org
Director Chris Wilson 821-1640 (H) cwwilson@nmia.com

-
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H) dbappel@aol.com
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H)
TAAS Web Master Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) k5atm@home.com
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) bluecorn@flash.net
Explorer Post 110 President Ted Schuler-Sandy 856-7450 (H) Cougar447@aol.com

For Sale:  Help.  I  bought another
scope and need to sell my Meade 16"
Dob.  Includes Telrad  finder, 6x30
finder, JMI Phase 3 focuser, Magellan
I  computer, eye piece. Scope has been
reinforced for better handling and
tracking.  $1500.00 Interested, call
Larry Cash at 505-299-4686 or
lcash16@home.com

For Sale:  Laser Collimator.  2 inch
diameter Astro-Systems unit (with
manual) in perfect condition, 1.5 years
old.  Available for $90, compared to
retail price of $165.  Contact Bob at
298-0977 or lagassebob@hotmail.com.

For Sale:  17" Safari Truss Tube Type
Dobsonian Telescope with Starbeam
pointer, 2" Tectron focuser and more;
Celestron 8" SCT Telescope,
f/10, 2000mm focal length, complete
with wedge mount and motor drive,
tripod, Telrad, 2" mirror diagonal, tri-
pod tray and dew shield; Televue
eyepieces; finder scopes; Easy Guider;

—SOCIETY STAFF—

Board of Directors Phone E-mail Address

ROO Estate Sale
drive corrector; a bunch of ATM stuff
and much, much more! Call Julia
Green @ 281-6651 for details.

 For Sale:  Astronomy Books -
Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, 3
volumeset; Uranometria 2000.0, 2 vol-
ume set; Beyond The Solar system: 100
Best Deep-skyObjects by David Eicher;
Space Shots by Timothy Ferris; Deep
Sky Objects, APhotographic Guide by
Jack Newton; Observing Variable
Stars, A Guide for the Beginner by
David Levy; Astrophotography by
Barry Gordon and many more. For
more information call Julia Green @
281-6651.

Astro Equipment for Sale:  Meade
12.5" f4.8 Dob ($695), Orion 10mm
Ultrascopic eyepiece ($63), Meade
series 3000 eyepieces, TheSky v5 soft-
ware ($190), full aperture Orion solar
filter for a 12.5” scope ($110), Baush &
Lomb Discoverer Telescope 60mm 15-
60x zoom ($170), roll-up table, color
filter set, storage case, books.  All pro-
ceeds go to Robert Ortega’s family.
More details and prices at http://
w w w . u n m . e d u / ~ e s c h m a n /
astrostuff.htm.  Contact Pete Eschman
at 873-1517 (home), 277-0020 (work) or
by email at eschman@unm.eduGreen Estate Sale
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a member-
ship application by calling the Hotline or by
sending e-mail to the Database Manager (see
previous page).   Applications may also be
downloaded from the Web site.  Annual dues to
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society are $30/
year for a full membership and $15/year for a
full time student (High School or less) member-
ship.  Additional family members may join  for
$5/each (student and family memberships are
not eligible to vote on society matters).  New
member information packets can be down-
loaded from the website or requested from the
TAAS Treasurer.  You may send your dues by
mail to our newsletter return address with your
check written out to The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society or give your check to the Trea-
surer  at the next meeting.

MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine subscrip-
tions to Sky and Telescope ($29.95/12 issues) and
Astronomy ($29/12 issues) as well as discounts
on books from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS members
through our society.  Include any of the above
magazine renewal mailers and subscription pay-
ments as part of your renewal check.  Make
checks out to TAAS (we will combine and send
one check to the publisher). Warning: publish-
ers take several months to process magazine
subscriptions.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES/ADVERTISE-
MENTS:  Articles, personal astronomical clas-
sified advertisements and business card size ad-
vertisements for businesses related to astronomy
must be submitted by the deadline shown on
the Society calendar (generally the Saturday
near the new Moon)  Rates for commercial ads
(per issue) are $120 per page, $60 per half page,

$30 per quarter page.  The newsletter editor re-
serves the right to include and/or edit any ar-
ticle or advertisement.   E-mail attachments in
Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino, justified, .25
inch indent at paragraph beginning, no spaces
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and
RTF are acceptable.  One column is approxi-
mately 350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Edi-
tor (see previous page ) for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-
dereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Times is mailed at a nonprofit organiza-
tion bulk mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter
will NOT be forwarded to your new address
should you move!!  Please provide the Database
Manager with your new mailing address to en-
sure that you receive your newsletter.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

Address Service Requested

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the             Li-
brarian (Dawn Gray) to check out a book or
make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:

http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org/download
taas@www.taas.org
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