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The September 1st General Meeting will be held at the Lodestar Planetarium.
Jack Brandt of the Institute For Astrophysics will give a presentation entitled The
Beauty, Fascination, and Science of Comets.  The meeting will begin at 7:00PM.  Enter
via the Mountain Road entrance across from Tiguex Park.

  Admission is free to TAAS members and to the public.  A social hour will
follow.  Time and conditions permitting, the Planetarium telescope will be
available for viewing.

September 1st General Meeting
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Gordon wonders how to get in, while Pete wonders how to get out!

Assemby of 10’ Dome at GNTO
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by Eric Bucheit

    I apologize for the short notice given concerning the

cancellation of the last General Meeting.  The Board of

Directors was not notified until the Board of Directors

meeting two nights prior to the General Meeting.  We

decided at that time (7:00 PM Thursday night) that our only

option was to cancel the meeting.  The cause of our

cancellation was an electrical problem which required the

University to shut down that portion of the campus for them

to be able to correct the problem on Saturday.  We simply

had no choice - the choice was made for us and it was too

late to try to secure other accommodations and notify

everyone in time.   We were fairly successful in notifying

most people as only 8 people showed up at Regener that

Saturday.  I hope this did not inconvenience too many

people and hope to see you all at the next General Meeting

- Saturday, September 1st.  This meeting will be held at the

Lodestar Planetarium in the Museum of Natural History

on Mountain Road, (see page 1).  This meeting will feature

Jack Brandt and will include a dedication of the new Warm

Up Building at GNTO, so please plan to attend.

     Our Society has a host of events planned for the end

of August and month of September.  The next Oak Flat  Star

Party is again being hosted by John Laning on the 25th of

August, followed by our General Meeting on September

1st.  This is followed closely by our first School Star Party

of the year on September 4th.  That weekend, on September

8th, is the Placitas Star Party, hosted by Steve Snider.   The

Equinox Picnic and Warm Up Building Dedication at the

GNTO on September 15th promises to be a memorable

event.  (Please see the article on page 10).  September continues

with an Oak Flat Star Party hosted by Ray Collins on the

22nd, and finishes up with our second General Meeting of

the month on September 29th.  This General Meeting will

return us to Regener Hall.

    TAAS had the honor of being asked to support the

National Park Service at Chaco Culture NHP by conducting

a quantitative night sky survey of Chaco Canyon.

Unfortunately the cooperative agreement which TAAS

would have been obligated to sign was beyond our ability

to reconcile in a timely manner.  Our Society would have

been obligated to terms with which we could not guarantee

compliance.  The purpose of this project is to quantify the

effect of light pollution on the Chaco area and identify the

areas causing the greatest impact on deterioration. This is

an extremely worthwhile cause and The National Park

Service is continuing to try to find a method to accomplish

their goals.  Anyone wishing to assist the National Park

Service as an individual outside the scope of TAAS should

contact me for more information.   Our relationship with,

and our commitment to, the National Park Service remains

strong and we wish them success with this project.

      Finally, our Society has been contacted by an

entrepreneur who is developing a software package which

is an observing aid.   He has asked permission to include

the TAAS 200 list along with the Messier and Caldwell  lists

in his data base.  A committee has been formed to evaluate

the ramification of such actions and we will advise you of

our findings in the next issue.  Until then have a great

month.

Eric

President’s Update
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATEBoard Meeting

by Dan Richey

Continued on page 6

The Albuquerque Astronomical
Society Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes August 2, 2001.

The August 2, 2001 Board of Directors
(BoD) meeting of the Albuquerque
Astronomical Society (TAAS) was called
to order at 7PM by President Eric Bucheit.
Other board members present during the
meeting were: Ray Collins, Pete Eschman,
Gordon Pegue, Chris Wilson, Randy
Gauntt, Nancy Davis, Dan Richey, and
Neil Goldberg.  Observers included Barry
Gordon, Kevin McKeown, and Brock
Parker.

Brad Shattuck of the National Park
Service was present as a guest.

Minutes

Ray moved to accept the minutes from
the June 28th BoD meeting as printed in
the newsletter.  Gordon seconded the
motion.  The motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report

Pete Eschman gave the Treasurer’s
report as prepared by Dave Brown.
General funds on deposit are $615.74.
GNTO funds on deposit are $1944.86.
Education funds on deposit are $787.97.
Dark Sky NM funds are $89.36.  Explorer
Troop 110 funds are $66.99.  Broline
Memorial funds are $700.  Total funds on
deposit are $4024.92.  It was noted that 30
memberships (18 regular, 8 family and 4
education) lapsed last month.  These are
memberships that were due for renewal in
April. These memberships have been
dropped from the rolls. There were 3 new
regular memberships and 24 lapsed
memberships in the month of July.  There
was some discussion about this
information.

There was also discussion about those
receiving free issues of the newsletter.
Sammy had volunteered to review the list
of those receiving free newsletters, but has
not done so as of this time.  Gordon Pegue
will contact Sammy and help him with this

issue.
The ISDC gave a $50 donation to

TAAS.
Lisa Wood gave a $50 donation to

GNTO for the Webelo event held at GNTO.

Emergency Action

UNM is having electrical work done on
the campus beginning Friday August 3rd
and it is unclear when power will be fully
restored.  The campus will have additional
security on patrol due to the power outage.
A motion was made by Gordon Pegue and
seconded by Nancy Davis that the August
4, 2001 General Meeting of TAAS be
cancelled.  The motion passed.  Pete
Eschman will post a notice on the TAAS -
L, and a written notice will be placed on
the door to Regener Hall.

Correspondence

Eric read a letter from Lisa Wood
expressing her concern about the GNTO
site manager position.

Eric read a letter from Nancy Moon in
which issues of light pollution in the San
Diego area were discussed and in particular
how this will impact the Hale telescope.
Ray Collins volunteered to write a reply
from TAAS to the Mayor of San Diego as
requested by the letter.  Neil moved to give
board approval and support for this issue.
Dan seconded the motion.  The motion
passed.

Eric read a letter from Mark Klosinski
discussing a fund raising idea for the IDA
in which T-shirt designs could be submitted
by individuals or clubs.  It was agreed that
a newsletter article detailing this letter be
written.

Eric read a letter from Vince Sempronio
in which he asked permission to use the
TAAS 200 List in an application he is
writing for PDA’s.  Recognition would be
given to TAAS for use of the list.  Gordon
Pegue and Kevin McKeown, who helped

write the TAAS 200 List along with other
TAAS members, will review the request
and report to the board next month.

Unfinished Business

Chaco Canyon Light Survey - Brad
Shattuck of the National Park Service
discussed a proposal in which TAAS, as a
non-profit organization, would partner
with the National Park Service, and in
particular the Chaco Culture National
Historic Park, to conduct a survey of light
pollution in the area of the park using CCD
imaging. Also TAAS would coordinate a
2002 New Mexico Night Sky Conference.
Details of the contract between the two
organizations would need to be reviewed.
The deadline for this proposal would be
October 1, 2001, as that is the end of the
fiscal year for the Park Service, and at that
time the grant monies would be lost.  Much
discussion followed.  Eric stated that as
time was short, a special meeting of the
BoD might be necessary to discuss this
item further and reach a decision.

Committee Reports

Membership – Neil discussed that the
September 1st General meeting would be
held at the LodeStar planetarium and that
at that meeting the Warm Up Room
dedication would be done.

Observatory (GNTO) – Pete
reviewed the July 26th GNTO meeting at
which 10 members were present.  They
discussed recent donations given to
GNTO.  It was announced that the “Glove
Box” guides would be available at GNTO
and at the general meetings.  Karen Keese
had secured a donation covering the cost
of laminating these guides.  There had been
two recent successful public outreach
scout events at GNTO.  Pete announced
that August 11th would be the date for the
“dome raising” and that he would put out
an announcement to this effect via email.
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For information, contact John
Laning at   286-8976.UNM Report

by Jay Harden, UNM Campus
Observatory coordinator

September 2001

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

30
9/1 05:38/18:36
9/15 05.48/18:16
9/30 05:59/17:54

(MDT)

Sunrise/Sunset

Planet Rise / Set (9/15/2001)
       (Rounded to  15 minutes,  MDT)

Mercury 07:54/19:10 Saturn 22:19/12:25
Venus 03:23/16:51 Uranus 16:47/03:29
Mars 14:02/23:24 Neptune 15:50/02:07
Jupiter 00:09/14:29 Pluto 11:32/22:37

• Full Moon
@ 15:44

• New Moon
@  04:27

• Last quarter
 @ 13:00

• First  quarter
@ 03:30

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• TAAS
Gen Mtg,
7pm, Lodestar
Planetarium

Warm Up Bldg.
Dedication

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bldg.)
CHANGE
FROM USUAL
DATE

• GNTO
• GNTO

• GNTO
Meeting

• TAAS
General
Meeting, 7pm,
Regener Hall

• Equinox
Picnic

Warm Up Bldg.
Dedication

• Saturn occulted by Moon.

Begin @ 6:15 AM MDT

• School Star
Party

• Placitas Star
Party

• Oak Flat

The Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  Times

Article Deadline

The Placitas Star Party is being
planned for Saturday September 8th.
Please contact Steve Snider at 867-0041
or email at slsnider423@yahoo.com if
you can be a docent, bring a scope
(what kind?) or would like to help.

Placitas Star Party It’s back to school time for TAAS.
The first school star party is scheduled
for September 4th.  Contact Judy
Stanley at jstanley@sdc.org for details.

School Star Parties

13 July: Partly cloudy when I left home.
Completely  cloudy when I arrived.
No viewers.

20 July: 100% cloudy.

27 July: A clear night.  We had 12
viewers. Docents:  Dennis Miller, Brock
Parker, Jim Lawrence, Jay Harden.

 3 Aug:  Cloudy.

10 Aug   Cloudy.
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NOTES:
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society

GNTO = General Nathan Twining
Observatory.  Call Peter Eschman @
873-1517  to confirm.

UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline
@296-0549, or the UNM hotline @
277-1446  to confirm.

ACSA =Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy for
information or visit www.taas.org and
select sidewalk astronomy

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.
Call Michael Pendley for information
@ 296-0549.

PandA = UNM Physics and
Astronomy.  Corner of Lomas and Yale.

October 2001

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

ATM Workshop
by Mike Pendley

The Amateur Telescope Making
workshop is now in operation.  The
workshop meets the first and third
Wednesdays of each month at Valley
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the
north side of Candelaria, just west of
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7
PM in building A, room 7.

TAAS UNM Observatory Viewing-
JayHarden  bluecorn@flash.net
GNTO Observing Night - Pete Eschman
eschman@unm.edu
Telescope Making Class - Valley High
Ray Collins ray@rinzai.com
GNTO  Committee Meeting
 Pete Eschman eschman@unm.edu
TAAS Board Meeting - Eric Bucheit
abraham53@earthlink.net
TAAS General Meeting - Kevin
McKeown
kmckeown@compuserve.com
Oak Flat Star Party (8/25) - John Laning
ASTRODOCJL@aol.com
Oak Flat Star Party (9/22) - Ray Collins
ray@rinzai.com

Phone #’s/e-mails

• Mountain
Daylight Time
ends at 0200.
Return to
Mountain
Standard Time

• Full Moon
@ 7:50

• Last quarter
 @ 22:20

• New Moon
@  13:23

• First  quarter
@ 20:57

Planet Rise / Set (10/15/2001)
       (Rounded to  15 minutes,  MDT)

Mercury 05:55/17:16 Saturn 20:20/10:27
Venus 04:22/16:35 Uranus 14:46/01:28
Mars 13:13/22:53 Neptune 13:51/00:08
Jupiter 22:25/12:43 Pluto 09:38/20:41

10/1 06:00/17:53
10/15 06:11/17:34
10/30 06:25/17:16

(MDT)

Sunrise/Sunset

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• GNTO• GNTO

• GNTO
Meeting

• School Star
Party

• Oak Flat

• School Star
Party

• GNTO

• TAAS
General
Meeting, 7pm,
Regener Hall

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bldg.)

Oak Flat Star Party (10/6) - ?
School Star Parties - Judy Stanley
jstanley@sdc.org
Placitas Star Party - Steve Snider
slsnider423@yahoo.com

The Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  TimesThe Sidereal  Times

Article Deadline

1
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BoD Minutes
Continued from page 3

GNTO grant work is on going.  Pete said
planning was beginning on the Equinox
Picnic/Warm Up Building dedication at
GNTO.

Program – Kevin noted that the
August 4th meeting is cancelled due to the
electrical issues at UNM.  The September
1st meeting is at the planetarium as per Neil.
The September 29th general meeting will
probably be the one originally scheduled
for August 4th – Bruce and Jeff , and
possibly others, discussing their trip to
Africa to view the solar eclipse.  Kevin was
also asked to include Lyman Sandy and Ted
Sandy-Schuler in this program as they had
also been in Africa during the time of the
eclipse.  Kevin went on to outline his ideas
for future meetings, including ideas on
speakers and future types of meetings.

Calendar/Events

G.B. Cornucopia will host the Chaco
Canyon Star Party on August 18th.

The August 25th Oak Flat Star Party
will again be hosted by John Laning.

There is a school star party scheduled
for September 4th.  Judy Stanley was not
present at the meeting, so no discussion
on this event was held.

Steve Snider, who was not present at
the meeting, is organizing the Placitas Star
Party on September 8th.

Pete explained that planning would
soon be underway for the September 15th

Equinox Picnic at GNTO.  This event will
include the Warm Up Building dedication.

New Business

Dan Richey discussed an email from
Sandie Koson of the LodeStar Astronomy
Center.  The letter discussed the exchange
of newsletters. The board agreed to this
exchange.  It was further agreed that TAAS
will list LodeStar Planetarium events in
The Sidereal Times (space permitting) and
LodeStar would do the same.  Sandie
Koson also requested access to our email
lists for the dissemination of information.
This action was not approved unless a
member of the LodeStar Astronomy group

were to join TAAS at which time they
would have the same access to email lists
as any other member of TAAS.

Newsletter assignments were made
with a deadline for article submission set
for August 17th.  The meeting was
adjourned at 9:15PM.

TAAS Picnic
Oak Flat

July 28, 2001

Photos by Eric Bucheit
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About Binoculars
by Kevin McKeown

 Possibly the best way to start into telescopic astronomy
is with a simple pair of binoculars.  A good pair of 7X50, or
10X50 binoculars can provide hours of pleasurable
“sweeping” through star fields, especially those of the Milky
Way .  Essential for objects such as large bright comets, large
open clusters and nebulae, and variable star work,
binoculars are part of even the most advanced stargazer’s
gear.  Along with a basic star atlas such as the Cambridge
Star Atlas, one can learn star field navigation - the method
of  “star hopping”.  This is the process whereby a stargazer
“winds and wends” his way through the stars by the
recognition of star patterns formed of stars of different
magnitudes.

Binoculars range from small, simple “opera glass” types
with little light grasp, to large, expensive models with 5
inch or larger lenses.  The latter types are really binocular
telescopes, and they collect large quantities of light.
Binoculars are described using two numbers with an “X”
sign between them: “7X50” is probably the best known
example.  This notation tells us the magnification: “7X”,
and the diameter of the primary lenses, in millimeters: “50”.
A pair of  12X60’s tells us the power is 12, and the lenses
are 60 millimeters in diameter.  Some larger binoculars are
described using inches instead of millimeters.  Here, the
notation is written backwards.  For “3”X20’s”, the lenses
are a wide 3 inches across, and the magnification is 20
diameters.

In terms of both magnification and light grasp, the
relative “power” of a pair of binoculars can be expressed
as the product of the magnification and the lens diameter
in millimeters.  Thus, 7X50’s have a relative power of 350,
where as 10X50’s come in at 500.  Remember, the function
of binoculars is to both gather light and magnify.  A pair of
15X60’s yield large amounts of information, as the relative
power is 900.

Perhaps the best choice for a first pair of binoculars is a
pair of 7X50’s.  These binoculars have  “exit pupils” of 7
millimeters, which is about the size of your own eye’s pupil,
when fully dark adapted.  The exit pupil is the diameter of
the “exit cone” that any telescope forms.  To see it, hold
your binoculars at arms length up to a bright daytime
surface.  Now, look into eyepieces (again, held well away
from your eyes).  The bright circular “spots” in the eyepieces
which look sort of like holograms are the exit pupils.
Compare 7X50, and 10X50 models in a store and you’ll see
that the 10X50’s have smaller exit pupils.  For older persons
whose pupils no longer fully dilate, 7X35’s, or 10X50’s are
recommended because the exit pupils of these binoculars
are only 5 millimeters in diameter.  Remember though, the

higher the magnification, the harder it is to hold the
binoculars steady.

To focus binoculars, get comfortable in a dark location
on a recliner.  Let your eyes relax, and dark adapt for quite
awhile.  This is important: the focus of your own vision
changes with dark adaptation.  Now, find the side (usually
the left one) of the binocular which does not have the
individual fine focus (this is the side that can only be
focused with the middle “main” focus knob).  Place the
lens cap on the other side to obscure its view.  Using an
average bright star, focus the star into a sharp point as you
adjust the eyepiece of the binocular going from out moving
to in.  Doing so prevents eye strain.  Now, cover the side
you’ve just focused with a lens cap, and without moving
the middle main focuser, focus the other side using its
individual helical focuser.  Again, make sure to focus
moving from out to in.  As your eyes adjust to a new focus
during the night, slightly “tweak” the main focuser to clean
up the focus of both sides.

Start your binocular stargazing with bright, well known
clusters and nebulae such as the Beehive cluster, the
Pleiades, Messier 42 in Orion, the Great Globular M 13, or
the Great Galaxy Messier 31 in Andromeda.  Also, sweeping
the star clouds and “coal sacks” of the Milky Way, and its
clusters and nebulae is a wonderful experience!  Carefully
look at each star for subtle color hues, and see how many
double, triple, or multiple stars you can detect.  Take the
time to become familiar with the field size of your
binoculars, and its motions.  Most binoculars have a
threaded hole for tripod mounting.

     Some recommended star maps and atlases for
binocular stargazing include the centerfold map found in
Sky and Telescope Magazine, the Edmund Mag 6 Atlas,
the Cambridge Star Atlas, and Peterson’s Field Guide To
the Stars (especially the latest edition which shows star
colors!).
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The Observer’s Page
by Kevin McKeown
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TAAS Hot Line Phone Number is 296-0549

GNTO News & Views
by Pete Eschman

The GNTO committee met on July 26th and committee

members present included Eric Bucheit, Larry Cash, Ray

Collins, Nancy Davis, Carl Frisch, Karen Keese, Kevin

McKeown, Gordon Pegue, and Alejandra Valderrama.

Our first topic was discussion of the very successful

work parties that led up to the recent concrete work at

GNTO.  Ray indicated that he was nearly done with layout

of the 2-foot high wooden support wall that he is donating

to GNTO.  The support wall will be used to raise the 10-

foot Tech Transfer dome to the correct height.  We set August

11th as a work party to construct the new dome at GNTO.

We have scheduled the September 1st TAAS general

meeting and the September 15th Equinox picnic at GNTO

for the dedication of the Warm-up Building to the memory

of Robert Ortega.  We will invite the Ortega family to both

events.  The general meeting will include a brief

presentation, and the dedication will take place at the picnic.

Karen passed around a completed copy of the new Glove

box Guide to GNTO, and we would like to thank the Copy

Zone, on Carlisle for their generous donation of lamination

for these guides.  The laminated guides will be available to

hand out as part of the Level 1 GNTO training program.

The committee thanked Karen for her work on this great

new guide to GNTO.

Alejandra offered to purchase Robert Ortega’s 3-volume

set of Bernham’s Celestial Handbook, and is donating them

to GNTO for use at the observatory.  The committee

approved purchase of a new copy of the Cambridge Star

Atlas, which will be located in the upper level of the dome

for use with the Isengard.  This represents a step forward

in acquiring entry-level reference materials to be used as

part of Level 1 use of GNTO.

I reported that two public outreach events had been

successful at GNTO.  On June 22nd and 23rd, Webelos scouts

visited the facility, with the Wood family serving as

sponsors.  Lisa generously donated $50 to GNTO as a way

of saying thanks for the event.  A second scout visit was

hosted by the Gauntt’s on July 13th, and everyone had a

great time despite the miserable viewing conditions.  Carl

generously provided slide shows to keep everyone’s

interest level high, and also provided a great deal of

background information about GNTO for our visitors.

We discussed some upcoming maintenance needs at

GNTO, including the need to clean battery terminals and

lubricate the clutch on the Isengard.  This work will be slated

for future work parties.  We also discussed the need to recoat

the mirrors on the 6” dobsonian telescope that serves as

one of the GNTO loaner scopes.  This scope was formerly

used as a guide telescope on the Isengard 16” telescope.

Thanks to Kevin, the optics for this scope are now cleaned

of the accumulated dirt of many years, and they appear to

be of high quality.  We will investigate several options for

getting the primary and secondary mirrors recoated.

Carl offered to sell his small refrigerator to GNTO, and

the committee agreed to purchase it from him at his cost of

$89.  Carl offered his trailer (The Guest Trailer) to GNTO as

a long-term loan.   The committee agreed to cover the

registration cost for the trailer, which is $14 per year.  Carl

also announced that he is stepping down as GNTO site

manager, and plans to spend most of his time at Chaco for

the immediate future.

The construction work party for the 10-foot dome took

place on August 11th.  Work started out with Gordon, Karen

and I stripping off the old silicon sealer so that the dome

surfaces would be ready to reassemble.  After Karen left,

Larry, Nancy, and Ray arrived, so Larry and Nancy took

over the task of cleaning off the old silicon, while Gordon,

Ray, and I began to assemble the dome support rings.  We

were very pleased with the dome support wall that Ray

had installed earlier that week. Ray deserves our thanks

for his efforts, and his generous donation of time and

materials to build the support wall.  The support wall is

truly a woodworking piece of art.

We managed to assemble the lower portion of the dome

Continued on page 10
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before we ran out of fasteners, and discovered that some of

the existing rollers were in need of repair.  Once we obtain

the necessary parts, assembly work will continue over the

next few weeks.  We found that even partially assembled,

the dome is just the right height to lean on, while staring

into the interior!  A great focal point, I guess.

Later on that day, Karen returned and Kevin showed

up to wait for the sky conditions to improve, in the hopes

that the Perseid Meteor shower might be visible.  Rick

Hudson brought down his Sky Designs 20” dob, but the

conditions were so marginal it never made it out of the back

of his car.  By around 10:00pm the conditions were still

pretty poor, so I decided to call it a day/night and went

home.

General GNTO reminders: when driving to or from

GNTO, please SLOW DOWN when cattle are near the road,

especially if there are young calves present.  The young

animals can be very unpredictable and some will bolt right

in front of your vehicle without warning.  A number of

rattlesnakes have been found on the GNTO property, so

please keep your eyes and ears open for them.  We are in

the process of removing rattlesnakes with the help of Dr.

Eric Toolson of the UNM department of Biology.  Remember

that if you are the last one out of GNTO, please close the

gate, and hook the top wire over the nail so the cattle can

not dislodge the gate.

We plan to have at least one training session at GNTO

each month, and I will post notices on the TAAS-L

newsgroup and the TAAS update prior to the training

sessions.  Carl has relocated to the Chaco Observatory, so

please contact me (Pete Eschman, at eschman@unm.edu,

home phone: 873-1517, work phone: 277-0020) for questions

about access and availability of GNTO.

GNTO committee meetings are open to all interested

TAAS members.  We meet on Thursdays, one week before

the TAAS general meeting.  Everyone is welcome to

contribute at committee meetings.  Please contact me if you

want to more details about the meeting place and meeting

agenda.  I look forward to seeing you soon at your

observatory.

Letters to the
Editor

I have just been informed that my recent posting to this
listserve and my article in the recent The Sidereal Times
were grievously in error.  It was explained to me that I had
been the recipient of what has turned out to be incorrect
information.  The information was that “Cowboy” had
passed away.

According to my new source, this is most definitely not
the case; he is very much alive, albeit fighting for his life.  I
very much regret my posting and article.  My apologies to
all who may have been adversely effected.  My thoughts
and good wishes go out to Cowboy, his family and friends.

Gordon Pegue

September 15th marks the date for the Equinox picnic at

GNTO.  This day also serves as an open house for GNTO,

so everyone is invited down even if they can not make the

picnic or viewing which is slated for later in the evening.

The open house will begin at 2:00pm, followed by the start

of the picnic at 4:00pm.  The picnic will take the typically

disorganized form of a potluck, with the charcoal grill

available for those who want to do some cooking.  During

the picnic we will hold the dedication of the Warm-up

Building in memory of Robert Ortega.  The Ortega family

has been invited and Ruby Ortega said she is looking

forward to the dedication.

This will be a great opportunity for you to visit GNTO

for the first time.  Return visitors are encouraged to come

down to inspect all of the improvements that have been

made since your last visit.  The evening will offer a chance

to drag out your telescopes, binoculars or well-focused eyes.

The Isengard 16-inch reflector and the Astrophysics 6”

refractor will also be available for your viewing pleasure.

Please remember that GNTO is an alcohol and pet free

zone.  This will be a great opportunity to bring down some

of your family members that rarely get a chance to come

down to GNTO, so we expect a great turnout and a great

time.

Equinox Picnic at GNTO
by Pete Eschman
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Dome Raising

Larry works to remove silicon sealer

Nancy cleans silicon from one of the dome quadrants

Ray joins in

Larry tests the fit of the Dome Support Ring (DSR)

Rays tests the structure for the proper “lean” height
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Please note that the deadline for the
October 2001 issue of The  Sid e r ea lThe  Sid e r ea lThe  Sid e r ea lThe  Sid e r ea lThe  Sid e r ea l

TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes will be Friday September 14th,
as the finished manuscript must be at
the printers on Monday, September
17th so that you will receive it by the
following Saturday.  My e-mail address
is danr510@home.com.  Thanks as
always for your interesting articles and
your cooperation. Also, thanks for the
kind words of support to me and my
family this last month due to the loss
of my parents.

For Sale: 105mm (4.1”) f/5.6
Astrophysics refractor with a 2.7”
focuser.  The sale package includes a
2.5” extension barrel, 2” and 1.25”
eyepiece adapters, and a custom
padded carrying case.  The package
also includes an Astrophysics 400E
(German Equatorial) head with
factory-installed optical encoders with
a hand controller.  The head couples
to an adjustable hardwood tripod.
Rechargeable battery-pack also
included. I will also include a full-
aperture solar filter from Thousand
Oaks.  This scope has been used only
a dozen times or so, and is in pristine
condition.  Purchased new in 1997, the
total package was in excess of $5000.
Will sell for $4000.  Please contact John
Wise at (505) 890-1960 between 7:00-
9:00 PM.

For Sale:  Meade 16" F4.5 dob
telescope, Telrad, Magellan I computer
with Meade 4000 9.7 and 26mm eye
pieces.  Excellent deep sky performer!
Only 1 year old.  This is a big, heavy
scope. Paid $1195 for scope and $295
for computer.  Will sell all for $1100.
Call Harry @ 286-5491.

For Sale: Celestron 6" achro refractor
with CG5 mount.  Superb optics.
Stunning planetary and deep sky
performance.  Comes with an 8X50
finder, 20mm eyepiece, 1.25" diagonal
and 2x Barlow.  Only 5 months old.
Selling to finance an Astro-Physics.
Harry441@juno.com

For Sale:  Celestron Firstscope 114.
4.5" Newtonian with German
equatorial mount/tripod, finderscope,
two eyespieces (10mm and 20mm)
and all literature.  Two years old, ex-
cellent condition.  $250.00 OBO.  Call
Rena, (505) 281-4864.

For Sale:  A Must Have For  Stargaz-
ers.  Fujinon FMT-SX 16 x 70 astro-
nomical binoculars. Superb  optics-
used very little-like new. New from
Focus  Camera in NY is $650.  My price
$475 with tripod adaptor. Ross at 883-
3745.  Or e-mail ross 3871m @ altavista
.com.

by Dan Richey

Editor’s Note

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE!

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS
telescope.  Call Randall Gauntt at 293-3410 and receive a loaner

telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with apertures ranging
from 6” to 13”.  Call soon because they’ll be going fast!

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.
Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other
problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

★

★

★

Astro-Officers, an internet
discussion group, is having a T-shirt
contest.  All astronomy clubs and their
members are being challenged to
come up with a new T-shirt design.
The theme of the T-shirts is to be about
dark skies and the problem of light
pollution.  It can be either a one-sided
or two-sided shirt design.

The ground rules are as follows:
Submission of a design will be open
to anyone.
Design may be on front and/or back
surfaces.
The language on the shirt must be
appropriate for all ages.
Don’t worry about the art work, we
will take care of it.
One entry per person, many entries
per club.
Entries must be received, at the
address below, prior to September 15,
2001.
Entries will be accepted via e-mail, or
US Postal mail.
Entries will be posted on the Astro-
Officers web site -  http://
personal.cfw.com/~klosinski/

The club whose member submits
the winning entry will receive a
laminated Star Atlas 2000.0 Field
Edition and the winning person will
receive a free T-shirt.  All entries
become the property of Astro-
Officers.

With each entry, please submit the
club name, person’s name, an
address, phone number and e-mail
address.

So, get busy and participate and
submit those ideas for fighting light
pollution.

Astro-Officers
1054 Oriole Lane
Harrisonburg, VA   22802
or -
klosinski@ntelos.net

Classified AdsT-Shirt Contest

Continued on page 13

As you know, TAAS operates on a
tight budget.  Prompt payment of
yearly membership dues will help
TAAS keep solvent and continue
offering the programs that we all enjoy
so much.  If you have received a notice,
write a check and mail it in tonight or
tomorrow morning at the latest!

Lapsed
Memberships

by Neil Goldberg
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President Eric Bucheit 771-9050 (H) abraham53@earthlink.net
Vice President Steve Snider 867-0041 (H) slsnider423@yahoo.com
Secretary/Public Relations/Event Coordinator Sammy Lockwood 275-0258 (H) sam@samlockwood.com
Treasurer/DB Manager Dave Brown 275-9126 (H) taas-treasurer@home.com
Director Ray Collins 344-9686 (H) ray@rinzai.com
Director Nancy Davis 277-1243 (W) nldavis@unm.edu
Director/Observatory Director Pete Eschman 87 3-1517 (H) eschman@unm.edu
Director/Telescope Curator Randall Gauntt 293-3410 (H) rogauntt@flash.net
Director/Membership Neil Goldberg 798-1958 (H) joaneil@earthlink.net
Director Gordon Pegue 332-2591 (H) deepsky@rt66.com
Director/Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) danr510@home.com
Director Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) barry@swcp.com
Director/Education Liaison Judy Stanley 838-2950 (H) jstanley@sdc.org
Director Chris Wilson 821-1640 (H) cwwilson@nmia.com

-
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H)
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H)
TAAS Web Master Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) mycall@rt66.com
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) bluecorn@flash.net
Explorer Post 110 President Ted Schuler-Sandy 856-7450 (H) Cougar447@aol.com
General Meeting Coordinator Keven McKeown 254-9117 (H) KMcKeown@compuserve.com

For Sale:  Help.  I  bought another
scope and need to sell my Meade 16"
Dob.  Includes Telrad  finder, 6x30
finder, JMI Phase 3 focuser, Magellan
I  computer, eye piece. Scope has been
reinforced for better handling and
tracking.  $1500.00 Interested, call
Larry Cash at 505-299-4686 or
lcash16@home.com

For Sale:  Laser Collimator.  2 inch
diameter Astro-Systems unit (with
manual) in perfect condition, 1.5 years
old.  Available for $90, compared to
retail price of $165.  Contact Bob at
298-0977 or lagassebob@hotmail.com.

For Sale:  17" Safari Truss Tube Type
Dobsonian Telescope with Starbeam
pointer, 2" Tectron focuser and more;
Celestron 8" SCT Telescope,
f/10, 2000mm focal length, complete
with wedge mount and motor drive,
tripod, Telrad, 2" mirror diagonal, tri-
pod tray and dew shield; Televue
eyepieces; finder scopes; Easy Guider;

—SOCIETY STAFF—

Board of Directors Phone E-mail Address

ROO Estate Sale
drive corrector; a bunch of ATM stuff
and much, much more! Call Julia
Green @ 281-6651 for details.

 For Sale:  Astronomy Books -
Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, 3
volumeset; Uranometria 2000.0, 2 vol-
ume set; Beyond The Solar system: 100
Best Deep-skyObjects by David Eicher;
Space Shots by Timothy Ferris; Deep
Sky Objects, APhotographic Guide by
Jack Newton; Observing Variable
Stars, A Guide for the Beginner by
David Levy; Astrophotography by
Barry Gordon and many more. For
more information call Julia Green @
281-6651.

Astro Equipment for Sale:  Meade
12.5" f4.8 Dob ($695), Orion 10mm
Ultrascopic eyepiece ($63), Meade
series 3000 eyepieces, TheSky v5 soft-
ware ($190), full aperture Orion solar
filter for a 12.5” scope ($110), Baush &
Lomb Discoverer Telescope 60mm 15-
60x zoom ($170), roll-up table, color
filter set, storage case, books.  All pro-
ceeds go to Robert Ortega’s family.
More details and prices at http://
w w w. u n m . e d u / ~ e s c h m a n /
astrostuff.htm.  Contact Pete Eschman
at 873-1517 (home), 277-0020 (work) or
by email at eschman@unm.eduGreen Estate Sale
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a member-
ship application by calling the Hotline or by
sending e-mail to the Database Manager (see
previous page).   Applications may also be
downloaded from the Web site.  Annual dues to
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society are $30/
year for a full membership and $15/year for a
full time student (High School or less) member-
ship.  Additional family members may join  for
$5/each (student and family memberships are
not eligible to vote on society matters).  New
member information packets are available for
$3.50 (free from the Web site).  You may send
your dues by mail to our newsletter return ad-
dress with your check written out to The Albu-
querque Astronomical Society or give your
check to the Treasurer  at the next meeting.

MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine subscrip-
tions to Sky and Telescope ($29.95/12 issues) and
Astronomy ($29/12 issues) as well as discounts
on books from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS members
through our society.  Include any of the above
magazine renewal mailers and subscription pay-
ments as part of your renewal check.  Make
checks out to TAAS (we will combine and send
one check to the publisher). Warning: publish-
ers take several months to process magazine
subscriptions.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES/ADVERTISE-
MENTS:  Articles, personal astronomical clas-
sified advertisements and business card size ad-
vertisements for businesses related to astronomy
must be submitted by the deadline shown on
the Society calendar (generally the Saturday
near the new Moon)  Rates for commercial ads
(per issue) are $120 per page, $60 per half page,
$30 per quarter page.  The newsletter editor re-

serves the right to include and/or edit any ar-
ticle or advertisement.   E-mail attachments in
Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino, justified, .25
inch indent at paragraph beginning, no spaces
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and
RTF are acceptable.  One column is approxi-
mately 350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Edi-
tor (see previous page ) for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-
dereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Times is mailed at a nonprofit organiza-
tion bulk mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter
will NOT be forwarded to your new address
should you move!!  Please provide the Database
Manager with your new mailing address to en-
sure that you receive your newsletter.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

Address Service Requested

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the
Librarian (Dawn Gray) to check out a book or
make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:

http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org/download
taas@www.taas.org
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