
July TAAS Board of Directors Meeting 7/10/2014 

The meeting was attended by: 

David Frizzell; Gordon Pegue; Amy Estelle; Robert Anderson; Steve Riegel; Roger Kennedy; Mike Molitor; 

Dan Clark; Sigrid Monaghan. 

Visitor: Jim Fordice 

Absent: Tom Graham; Lynne Olson; Steve Snider; Bob Havlen 

I. Approval of Minutes - There were three changes to the June minutes. 

 David Frizzell was listed as present when in fact he was not. 

  The correct spelling of the New Member who was present is David Hadwiger. 

 Under Finance there is a correction.   The $152.00 monthly expenses is the storage 

locker rental fee (storage for loaner scopes, planetarium etc.) 

 Gordon Pegue has suggested thedraft minutes be sent to the board members soon after each 

meeting instead of at the next meeting for corrections to be made in a timely manner.   A vote for 

approval of the minutes was suspended until all corrections could be made. 

II. Committee Reports - 

a. Education: Roger Kennedy reported in the absence of Tom Graham.  There are no scheduled 

events for August.  As of the end of June we held a total of 104 events for the year.  The number 

of people attending these events was over 17,300.  There were 27 events in June and 4 events 

so far in July.  4 other events were cancelled due to weather. There are 5 more events scheduled 

for this month before Roger and company leave for Washington State.  There are 16 events 

scheduled for Washington State.  Steve Riegel reports that Celestron has plans to donate a new 

Solar telescope with Tracking mount to the Solar Astronomy Project to replace their damaged 

scope.  TAAS will be sending an official Thank-you Letter for their generosity.  Amy Estelle 

reports that the new planetarium has been ordered and will be shipped sometime after August 

1st. 

b. Finance: Dan Clark reports          

 No penalties on the cashing in of 2 CDs.  Both were done during the grace period 

 Total funds on deposit in the Bank, $23,229.00. $10,000.00 of this is still in CDs.  

 $22,325.00 is ear-marked for the new Digitalis Edu/Planetarium   

    

c. GNTO: Mike Molitor reports a very good turn-out at the GNTO New Moon Observation event on 

Saturday June 28, of over 40 members and guests. Pictures were taken for the newsletter.  The 

GNTO committee is not scheduled to meet again until the end of this month (July).  Their agenda 

will include reviewing and updating the list of procedures for emergencies.  A power substation 



for PNM is scheduled to be built 6 -7 miles from the Observatory.  The nearby community will 

meet with PNM representatives including a member of the GNTO committee (Karen Keese) to 

represent concerns of possible light pollution.   

d. Publicity/Special Events:  Since Lynne Olson is not in attendance, there was no report made. 

 

e. Membership: Bob Anderson reports membership letters for the next two months have been 

sent out.   

 Continue to have sign - in sheet at all General Meetings, but in lieu of having the sheet 

passed around during a meeting, attendees would be encouraged to sign in after the 

meeting. 

 Have Bob count number of attendees 

 review and update membership information on the TAAS web-site  

 8 New Members in June 

 

III. Current Activities 

a.    General Meeting 7/12/2014 

 

IV. TAAS Events for the next two months 

 Oak Flat is now open in all respects.  This will continue on a week-by-week basis so members are 

encouraged to check the website in case of future changes. 

 

 

V.  Old Business 

 

a. Strategic Planning - Continue to work on overall initiatives per Steve Snider. 

b. New Planetarium Purchase follow-up - Judy Stanley is scheduled to come up for planned training 

of the new Planetarium as soon as it arrives.  A location to set it up is needed. 

c. Member Survey - (Amy reports) Possible methods include printed survey vs. website survey.  

Looking into the possibility of using "SurveyMethods" computer tabulating service which offers 

free services for non-profit groups.  Amy has applied for an account.  

d. Insurance Coverage - Payment has been made for General Liability.  Efforts are still moving 

forward for possible upgrading of Insurance.  If pursued each Department will be responsible for 

presenting an inventory list. 

 



  

 

VI.  New Business 

a. Oak Flat Star Party Locations - If Oak Flat becomes unavailable: possible contingency site may be 

Rainbow Observatory hosted jointly by RRAS and TAAS once again.  Sigrid will speak to the 

President of the Rio Rancho Astronomical Society to see if they are in agreement and if they are 

available.  Open Space is available also but needs two week notice in advance. 

b. WebMaster - (Gordon) Motion was made and seconded to make Barry Spletzer the new 

Webmaster of everything except the solar page. Linda Kennedy will be Webmaster of the Solar 

Page. Vote was taken and passed.  It was agreed that the change will take place when the 

current Webmaster Will Ferrell steps down. 

VII.  BOD remarks/discussion 

a. Jim Fordice was recognized for taking on the role of "Loan Ranger" for the Loaner Telescope 

Program. 

b. Cosmic Carnival - "Open Space" agreed to allow their site for the Carnival Event. 

VIII.  Adjourn 


