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May TAAS Board of Directors Meeting 5/15/2014 

 

The evening BOD meeting of May 15, 2014 was attended by: 

Steve Snider; David Frizzel; Dan Clark; Tom Graham; Bob Haven; Amy Estelle; Mike Molitor; 

Gordon Pegue; Steve Riegel; Roger Kennedy; Robert Anderson; Sigrid Monaghan. 

Visitors: Trish Logan and Linda Kennedy 

Absent: Lynne Olson  

I.  Approval of Agenda 
    Mike  Molitor and Dan Clark approved the minutes 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
     Minutes were delayed due to late arrival of the Secretary. 
 
III. Committee Reports 
 
 a. Education:  

 The Educational Outreach Program has been very productive this year.  No 
events had been cancelled despite some inclement weather.  On those 
occasions lectures and activities were held inside the classrooms .  This is when 
a Planetarium is most helpful for demonstrations. 

 Roger Kennedy reported summary of the numbers of people attending Solar 
Outreach Events.  Total of over 14,000 since January 2014. 

 Recent event took place at the Corrales Elementary School Tuesday  May 6th 
attended by approx. 160 students and adults with 10 scopes available. 

 
 b. Finance:  

 Current balance of funds on deposit is $45,000 

 $26,000.00 is currently tied up in CDs.  2 CDs were just rolled over for 1yr. 
(between $5,000 - $6,000) 

 In reference to the purchase of a new Planetarium. monies will have to be 
strategically cashed out. 

 

 c. GNTO  

 Mike reported on the Break-in at the GNTO on Thursday,  May 1st.  A detailed written 

report was made available to the board and sent by email.  (I have this on file with other 

TAAS documents).  The break-in was reported by two members of the club who were 

checking the station (GNTO ) when an odd reading of a sensor was detected.  They 



2  

 

found the gate unlocked and open and a window broken.  They made a report to the 

Socorro County Sheriff's Department  and took pictures at the scene. 

 Among some of the items stolen was a sextant belonging to a past committee person 

Bill Wallace which had been left there, and a grill which was to be used for the August 

Picnic.  They are looking into the coverage for the sextant which may be under Bill's 

homeowner insurance or not.  Mike will be contacting Bill.  We may have to look into 

replacing the grill. 

 Mike will be contacting Dee who had been negotiating  the new insurance contract with 

the carrier as to our liabilities. 

 Stolen items totaled between $1278.00 to $2,778.00 depending on the value of the 

marine sextant. 

 To repair damage we will need to replace 2 slider double pane windows and screen.  

Cost approximately $615.00. 

d.  Membership: 

 Renewal membership letters (22) to be sent out 2 months in advance. 

 Concern about non-members using the facilities including  "TAAS Talk" and GNTO was 

brought up. It is thought that we should perhaps "police" ourselves to make sure our 

resources are not being habitually  used  by non- paying individuals who have not 

renewed their memberships. 

 Mike voiced his opinion that if this is a major concern it most certainly should be 

addressed, but if it involves only 2 or 3 people we should perhaps not make a big deal 

about it. 

 Suggestions included requiring a sign-in sheet at the GNTO which would be compared 

with an official membership list.  Then a polite communication to the person requesting 

they renew their membership as soon as possible.  

 Provide membership cards yearly. 

 Have membership renewals the same time each year. 

e.  Publicity/Special Events:- 

 Oak Flat Star Party is still on for May 23rd.  This will be the first of the season.  Amy will 

be opening at 5:00pm and Steve Snider will close at midnight. 

 TAAS involvement with the Program "Saturday Evening Talks" with Ellena Gallagos will 

now be switched to Sundays called "Sunday Hike" 9 -3 starting on the 15th of June. 

 

IV. Current Activities: 
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 General meeting will be held Saturday May 17th at the Planetarium.  Guest speaker is 

Dr. Harold Parks talking on the subject of "Gravity" 

 A guest speaker has been scheduled for June and Dave is looking into guest speakers for 

the rest of the year. 

 The UNM Campus Observatory is done for the season and will be closed on Friday 

Nights. 

V. Future Activities: 

 TAAS Events for next two months: 

  Solar Observing June 15th 
  GNTO Training July 5th 
  Explora Adult Night  July 18th 
  Steve Riegel will be moving in July and leaving TAAS. 
 

VI. Old Business: 

 a. Strategic Planning - discussion still in progress 

 b. Member Survey - Work progressing in putting one together. 

 c. Webmaster Position - Linda Kennedy has graciously volunteered to become the new 

Webmaster. 

 

VII. New Business:- 

 a.  TAAS Library - Another two boxes of books have been found and is being kept in 

Steve Snider's garage until Lynne returns from vacation. 

 b. Solar Outreach Website - Linda Kennedy presented samples of her work with 

websites including a sample design for consideration with a Home Page; Where's Timmy?;  

Photo Gallery;  Links to other TAAS pages, Calendar Events and at the bottom of page the TAAS 

motto. 

 c. New Planetarium Purchase - Bob believes we need more information on different 

product lines and cost before making a final decision.  Mike is looking for some kind of 

presentation to be done so a more informed discussion can be had.  Steve Riegel agreed.  

Everyone did agree that we do need a new Planetarium. 

Trish Logan spoke about what she found when shopping for a new system.   

 1. Current bid is for $22,300.00. 

 2. Has walk-in door 

 3. more space inside. 

 4. digital Software ( called "Night Shade") with real time views of the night sky. 

 

VIII. BOD remarks/discussion 
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