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April TAAS Board of Directors Meeting 4/17/2014 

 

The evening BOD meeting of April 17, 2014 was attended by: 

Steve Snider; David Frizzel; Sigrid Monaghan;  Bob Haven; Amy Estelle; Mike Molitor; Gordon 

Pegue;  Roger Kennedy; and Robert Anderson; Lynne Olson. 

Absent: Dan Clark, Tom Graham, Steve Riegel. 

I. Approval of Agenda was voted and approved. 

II. Corrections made to the Minutes of last month's meeting.  Minutes then approved. 

III. Committee Reports: 

 

a.  Education: Dan Clack has sent check for $350.00 to help defray the cost of the ADM 

mounting system.  Star Party was held on Tuesday night 4/15/2014 at the Jimmy Carter 

Middle School.  Four presentations of approximately 30 attendees each was made in the 

Planetarium.  Several telescopes were available outside in the front and back of the 

school for viewing. It was a good show and the skies were "great". 

 

b. Finance: In Dan Clark's absence, a copy of his report was distributed and read.  A 

deposit for reserving the Elegante Hotel ballroom for the 2015 Perihelion has been 

made.  

 

c.  GNTO: The Messier Marathon took place over two nights, the last weekend of March 

with acceptable weather and very good attendance.  The first week of April, training was 

done on the Isengard  Right Ascension Gear.  9 members participated in the training.  2 

other members trained on the Photographic Equipment.  It was considered a success as 

several of the trainees seemed to learn how to operate the scope quickly.  Defibrillator 

Training will be set-up for May 17th.  Training will be for the GNTO committee only at 

this time.  If all the slots are not filled by the committee members,  the committee will 

open available participation to the general TAAS membership.  EMS trainers will be on 

hand for instructing  members. 

 

d. Membership: Renewal letters are sent every month around the 15th to those 

members scheduled for renewal in the next two months.  Email and Welcome letters 

are also sent out to new members.  A question was presented to the Board about 

certain attendees to different activity events who have not paid dues nor renewed their 

membership in quite some time.  For such active participation at the GNTO  and the 
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Google TASS group which require membership, for example it was suggested that these 

attendees be identified and asked to please update their membership as well as their 

contact information.  Also member/visitors to GNTO will be asked to register the "Sign-

Up" sheet when visiting the Observatory.  Attendees at all Star Parties and School Star 

Parties will be asked to sign in as well.  At this time there is no formal list to identify 

lapsed members.  Lynne Olson will be in charge of getting a list together to help identify 

and try to contact these individuals.  There are currently 88 members who have not 

received invites to the Google TAAS Talk.  This is being addressed and will be fixed in the 

near future. 

 

e. Publicity/Special Events:  "Jazz Under the Stars" will be taking place April 19th 

between 6 -10PM.  Lynne Olson provided everyone with Posters and asked that we 

display them so that the general public can be reminded of the activity happening at the 

Bachechi Open Space in Albuquerque.   

 

 

IV.  Current Activies: 

 1. General Meeting  scheduled for 4/12/2014. Guest Speaker will be Dr. Alexei 

 Pevstov of the National Solar Observatory.  His topic will be on Our Star. 

 

 2. Starry Night - Special Moon and Mars at the UNM Campus Observatory Friday 

 Night.  There is an ever present need for telescopes at the Campus Observatory 

 to augment  the mounting large numbers of students and visitors attending on 

 Friday nights, and TAAS members would be welcomed to participate and 

 volunteer with scopes and set-up at the site.  

 

 3. There will be a total Lunar Eclipse on April 15. 

 

 4. Chaco Canyon -International Dark Sky Park Ceremony on April 25th and 26th. 

 

 5. Roger Kennedy reported an incident involving a visiting school bus full of 1st 

and 2nd graders from the Isleta Pueblo,  where the UNM staff were unable to 

accommodate the group and they were asked to leave.  Thankfully members of TAAS 

who were there with telescopes and expertise were able to assist and offered to have a 

member (Roger) come to their school in the future.  Roger did so on April 9th. Steve 

(President) requested further information concerning the incident,  be sent to him so 

that he could follow up. 



3  

 

 6. Members were warned that if they have, FaceBook , Google or any other 

social media accounts,  to periodically change their password.  There is a continuing 

threat of internet security breaches throughout many sites. 

  

 

 7. Reviewing the list of TAAS events for the next two months: 

  a.  4/26/2014 - GNTO "TAAS 200" will not take place but the Observatory  

  will be open.  

  b.  5/31/2014 - Chaco Canyon event will be taken off the schedule  as  

  well.   

 

 

V.  Future Activities 

1. Committee meeting scheduled for June at the GNTO 

2. Newly Designed Web site coming soon with a registered Domain Name. 

 

VI. Old Business 

        1. Strategic Planning - Thoughts about what we would like to see happen 

with the Organization in the next, year, two years, etc.  David, (VP) is working on putting 

something together in the near future. 

        2. Science Fair - Names of the winners were sent to Steve (President).  It was 

decided to split the monies that was set aside for the contest ($400.00). 

        Senior Division: 1 winner ($100.00) 2 Runner-ups ($75.00ea) 

        Junior Division:  1 winner ($100.00) 1 Runner-up   ($50.00) 

A motion was made to give the winners a 1 year membership to TAAS.  The motion was 

seconded and passed. 

        3. Member Survey - The committee to put together the survey headed by 

Steve Regiel is still in the working stages of the project. 

 

VII.  New Business 

 1. TAAS Library - Lynne  Olsen has taken posession of the Library Books from 

Steve's Garage.  She presented a list of Titles, sorted alphabetically and they are now 

being housed in the Storage Garage. Current question presented by Lynne is "What are 

we to do with these books?", many of which are old and "antiquish" . One of the 

problems is that we do not have a physical location to house the books. 

Suggestions: Place the list of books on the Web Site; make copies and have them 

available at meetings (General and otherwise).  Gordon made the suggestion that one of 

the member survey questions should be to find out if anyone is interested in taking out 
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a book from the library if available.  Other suggestions: Silent Auction, sell the boxes to a 

book store. 

 2. Archives - Lynne has received all the Archive material from the former 

Archivist and is storing them in her house.  These include, past membership forms, 

business receipts (to go to Dan Clark for sorting and review), Newspaper clippings, past 

Sideral  News  letters,  legal documents and other memorabilia.  A suggestion by Amy 

Estelle that the Books in the library, the found memorabilia, and other items might be 

sold to "jump start" a plan to help raise funds for the proposed new Planetarium.  

 3. Bachechi Star Party Preparations -  

  a. Roger will be doing a presentation on Solar Observing between 4 - 6PM 

  b. There will be a live broadcast by Radio Station 103.7 The Oasis from 6 - 

  10PM.   

  c. People will be allowed to picnic on the grounds.   

  d. Dee will be doing a "TAAS Fabulous 50" presentation 

  e. At 7:00pm Barry will present "Easter, the Most Astronomical of Days" 

  f. By 8:00pm (sunset) there will be observing with telescopes set-up by  

              members until 10:00. 

  g. An acoustical guitarist will be strolling near the gazebo   

 4. Webmaster Position - The Current Webmaster (Will) will be retiring by the 

summer and suggestions for replacement was discussed.  Roger's wife (Linda)  

has offered to volunteer to do it if no one else applies.  Amy suggested a motion that we 

do an article in the News Letter about Will and his work as the Webmaster as a 

precursor to the search for a replacement.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 

VIII. BOD remarks/discussion 

 Oak Flats - Volunteers needed in advance for Opening and Closing of the coming 

Star Parties for this season.  Lynne wants to advertise now  to line up people to work at 

the site. 

 

IX.  Motion to adjourn raised and seconded. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


